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I N T R O.D U C T I O N. 

THE gofpel of Reigning Grace,being a doftrinc 
truly divine, has ever been the objeA of the 
world's contempt. It was of old a flumblingblock 
to the felf righteous Jew, and fooliOinefs to the phi- 
lofophic Greek. Paul, who was a refoli^c afiertor 
of the honours of grace, and indefatigable in preach- 
ing Chrift, found it fo by repeated experience ; and 
that, not only among the illiterate and profane, but 
alfo among the learned and the devout. Nay, he 
had frequent occafion to obferve, that the rt-ligious 
devotees of his age were the firft in oppoling the 
doftrine he preached, and the moft hardened ene- 
mies again ft the truth of God. The polite, the 
learned, the religious, were all agreed, to load both 
his characlcf: and his do6fcrine with the fouleft re- 
proaches. Nor was tliis treatment peculiar to Paul, 
but common to all his cotemporaries, who efpoufed 
the fame glorious caufe, and laboured in the fame 
beneficent work. The do£lrine they preached was 
charged witli licentioufnefs. Their enemies boldly 
affitmed that they faid ; Let us do e^uil thai good may 
csnic. Thus were their chara£lejr and their laboijrs 
B impeached : 
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1 INTRODUCTION. 

impeached : that, as hateful to God ; thefe, as dc- 
ftruftive to man. 

But what was the ground of this impious charge ? 
Were they loofe in their morals, or fcandalous in 
their lives ? No fuch thing. — Had they not as much 
regard for praftical religion and true morality as any 
of their objeftors ? More, far more than they all. 
Did they never mention good works as neceflary to 
anfwer any valuaWe end in the chriftian life ? They 
often prefled the performance of them, as abfolutcly 
neceffary to anfwer .various important purpofes, both 
in the fight of God and man. What then could be 
the reafon of fo hateful a charge ? Becaufe their 
4odrine was not in the leaft adapted to gratify the 
pride of man. They taught, that without the attone- 
ment made on the crofs, and the grace revealed in, 
redeeming blood, the ftate of the beft men would 
have been abfolutely defperate-— defperate 'as that of 
the devils, and of thofe already damned. And as the 
apoftles were free to declare, that the ftate of the 
moftrefpeftable part of mankind was evil — dreadful- 
ly evil — evil a6 to thofe things, for the fake of which 
they moft highly efteemed themfclves ; fo they boldly 
preached a perte^ Saviour, and a finifhed falvation, 
to the moft worthlefs and vile. 

Thefe primitive teachers and infallible guides were 
3iot in the leaft acquainted with thofe terms and con- 
ditions, thofe prerequifites and qualifications, the 
performing and attaining of which are, by maiiy, ac- 
counted fo necelfary to acceptance with God. They 
knew but of one way in which a finner might be ac- 
cepted of God, and juftlfied before him ; and that 
was entirely of grace, through the perfe£l: work of 
Chrift alone, 'fhe way of juftiiication which they 
taught, is abfolutely pure and unmixed. In their 

dodrin<?j 



INT R O D U CT I O N. 3 

^o^Elrifiey on thts important fubjed, grace does hot 
only appear ; it (hines, reigns, triumphs : it h the 
only thing. There is not difccrnible in it tlie lead 
tindure of thofe notions which fofter pride, or che*- 
rifh felfeileem. All thofe iine di(iin£lious, invented 
by the proud phiiofopher, or the felfrighteous mo* 
ralid, which tend in any degree to fupport the opi- 
nion of human worthinefs, and to obfcure our views 
of divine grace, arc by them entirely fet afide, and 
totally annihilated. The moft ihining deeds and va- 
luablequalities that canbe found among men ; though 
highly ufeful and truly excellent, when fet in their 
proper places, and referred to fuitable ends ; are, as 
to the grand article of juilification, treated as non- 
entities. In this refpecl, the mofl zealous profeflbr, 
witli all his laboured perform ances,fl:and8 on a level 
with the moft profane. The apoftolic truth addrefC- 
iiig all to whom it comes, as guilty, condemned, pe- 
riling wretches, leaves no room for preference or 
boafting in any ; that fo the whole glory of our falva- 
lion may be fecured to that grace which is infinitely 
rich and abfolutely free. 

At this, the devout Pharifee and the decent mo- 
f ralift are highly offended. Such doflrines being ad- 

vanced, they think it incumbent upon them to ftand 
up in defence of wLit they call an holy life : and to 
fupport the finking credit of good works, as having 
a confiderable .efficacy in procuring our acceptance 
with God. This many perfons frequently do, much 
more by talking about their neceflity, than by per- 
forming them. Now they think it their duty to rail 
at the preacher as an avowed enemy to holinefs j nor 
will they fpare to give him the honourable title of, 
A friend of publicans and Jinners, Now innume- 
rable ilanders are call on die do£^rine of grace, as 

being 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

being licentious ; and on the miniiter$ of it^ as bpen*^ 
ing the floodgates of all iniquity. For they fuppofe 
that every thing bad may be juftly expe£):ed frointhofe 
who openly difavow all dependence on their own du- 
ties ; and whofe hope of eternal happinefs arifes^ 
not from fervices which they perform, but from 

grace which the gofpel reveals not from the 

worth which they poflefs, but from the work which 
Chrift has wrought. Thus they defpife the gofpel 
under the fair pretence^of a more than common con- 
cern for the interefts of holinefs. 

Nor is tliis the only offence which the gofpel gives. 
•For as it is entirely inconfiftent with the natural no- 
tions of men concerning acceptance with God, and 
contrary to every fcheme of ^Ivation which human 
reafon fuggefts ; as it will admit of no copartner in 
relieving a diftrefled confcience, or in bringing de- 
liverance to a guilty foul, but leaves every one that 
flights it and feeks for afliftance from any other quar- 
ter, to perifli under an everlafting curfe j fo the pride 
of the felffufficient kindles into refentment againft 
it^ as a moft uncharitable doftrine and quite unfoci- 
•able. Nor can the faithful difpenfers of facred truth 
-fail to ftiare in the honour of thefe reproaches. For 
while they dare to affirm, that tlips gofpel, fo hateful 
to the fons of pride, exhibits the only way of a fin- 
ner's accefs to his offended A^ereign ; and that all 
who oppofe it, and all who emtra©^ its counterfeit, 
are left in the hands of divine juftice without a Me- 
diator ; they are fure to be accounted perfons of con- 
trafted minds, and very far from a libcr^jil way of 
thinking. They are confidered as the dupes of bi- 
gotry, and little better than the enemies of mankind. « 
He, indeed, who pretends to be a friend to revealed » 
riuh,but is cool and indifferent to its honour and in* 

' tercft i 



INTRODUCTION. 5 

tercft I whofe cxtenfive charity is fuch, that he can 
allow thofe who widely tlifFcr from him in the capital 
articles of the chrillian faith, to be fafe in their own 
way ; may enjoy his peculiar fentiments without 
much fear of difturbance. But though fuch conduct 
may be applauded, under a falfe notion of chriftian 
candour, and of a catholic fpirit ; though it may be 
the way to maintain a friendly intercourfe among 
multitudes whofe hading fentiments are widely dif- 
ferent ; yet it will be deemed, by the God of truth, 
as deferving no better name, than 2l joint oppofitkn 
to the fpirit and defign of his gofpel. For fuch a 
timid and lukewarm profeffion of truth, is little bet- 
ter than a denial of it — than open hoftility againft it. 
To feek for peace at the expencc of truth, will be 
found, in the end, no other than a wicked confpira- 
cy againft both God ind man. Such, however, as 
love the truth, will boldly declare againft all its coun- 
terfeits, and every deviation from it : and, whatever 
may be the confequence, they will fay with him of 
old J Though nviy or an angel from heave n^ preach 
any other gofpel y let him he accurfed. 

Thus the genuine gofpel will always appear like 
an infuit on the tafte of the public. Wherever it 
comes, if it be not received, it awakens difguft and 
provokes abhorrence. Nor can it be otherwife. For 
its principal defign is, to mortify the pride of man, 
and to difplay the glory of grace ; to throw all human 
excellence down to the duft, and to elevate, even to 
thrones of glory, the needy and the wretched ; ro 
fbow that every thjng which exalteth itfelf againft 
tlie knowledge of Chrift, is an abomination in t>e> 
fight of God ; and that He who is defpifed of men 
' and abhorred by the nations^ is Jehovah's eternal dc-. 

B a light 
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light*. — ^The ancient gofpel is an unceremonious 
thing. It pays no refpedl to the academic becaufe of 
his profound learning -, nor to the moralift oh ac- 
count of his upright conduft. It has not the leaft 
regard to the courtier, becaufe of his pompous ho- 
nours ; nor to the devotee, for the fake of his zeal or 
his righteoufnefs. No, the potent prince and the 
abjecl flave, the wife philofopher and the ignorant 
ruftic, the virtuous lady and the infamous proftitute, 
iland on the fame level in its comprehenfive fight. 
Its bulincfs is with the worthlef§ and miferable, 
M'homfoever they be. If thefe be relieved, it^ end 
is gained. If thefe be made happy, its Author is 
glorified, whatever may become of the reft. To- 
ward thefe it conftantly wears the moft friendly af- 
ped, and rejoices to do them good. But the felf- 
iufficient of every rank are treated by it with the ut- 
moft referye, and beheld with a fteady contempt. 
The hungry xtjilleth with good things y but the rich it 
feftdeth empty anvay, 

Thefe confiderations may ferve to (how usthe true 
ftate of the cafe, as it ftood between Paul and his op- 
ponents. The fituation of things was much the fame 
betv/een Proteftants and Papifts, at, and for fome 
time after the Reformation. Nor will the apoftolic 
doclrine ever fail to be attended with ftrenuous op- 
pcfition and foul reproaches, while ignorance of its 
real nature^ and legal. priv?e, prevail in the hearts of. 
men.--Many, indeed, arc the methods that have 
been devifed, to render the unpalatable truth more 
generaliy acceptable, and to obviate the offence of the 
crofs. But whar have been the confequences ? The 
gofpel has been corrupted •, the confciences of awa- 
kcatd finners have been left to grope inthe dark,for 
* Ifa. xiix. 7. Matt. iii. 17. 

that 
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that confolation which nothingbut the unadulterated 
truth could give 5 and, inftcadof promoting holinefs, 
tlie rcvcrfe has been awfully manifeft. It therefore 
behoves every lover of facred truth, to let it ftand on 
its own bafis, and not to tamper with it. To leave 
all its credit and all its fuccefs in the world, to its 
own intrinfic wortli— to that authority with which it 
is clothed, and to the management of that fovereigii 
Being who ordained it for his own glory. 

Buthoweverthe dodlrine of reigning grace may be 
defpifed by the felffufficient, it will ever be revered 
by the poor w fpirit. For, by it they are informed 
of an honourable way of efcape from the wrath to 
come, which they know they have juftly defcrvcd. 
To the fenfible fmner, therefore, it niuft always be a 
joyful found. And though fuch perfons as are igno- 
rant of its nature, tendency, and defigh, are always 
ready to imagine that it has an unfriendly afpcJSl 
upon morality and good works,when preached in its 
glorious frcenefs ; yet we may boldly aifirni, tliat it 
is. the grand inftrument ordained by a holy God, for 
informing the ignorant, comforting the difconfolatc, 
and refcuing the profligate from that word of vaf- 
fallage, the fervitude of fin, and fubjeftion to Satan, 
Such is the benign tendency of the glorious gofpel ! 
Such is its friendly and fanftifying influence on the 
hearts of men ! 

• It will indeed be acknowledged, that this doarine 
maj be held in licentioufnefs by thofc that profefs it. 
But then it will be as confidently maintained, that 
whoever holds it in unrighteoufnefs, never received 
the love of that facred truth, or experienced the 
pow'er of it. For, to have a bare convi£lion of di- 
vine truth in the mind, and to experience its power 
on the heart, are very different things. The former 

may 
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6iay produce an outward profeffion ; the latter will 
^levate the zffe&ipns, turn the corrupt bias of the 
will, and influence thp whole condud. With the 
fteadicft pcrfuafion, therefore, of the holy nature 
and tendency of the doftrine of divine grace, as it is 
in itfelf, and as it operates on the minds and man- 
ners of all thofe who know it in truth 5 1 proceed ta 
give, not a full difplay (that is infinitely too high for 
mortals) but fome brief hints concerning that grace, 
which reigns •, and of the way in which it is mani- 
fcfted, fo as to demonftrate its power, glory,and ma- 
fefty, in the falvation of finners. This I fhall do by 
endeavouring to illuftrate that important and charm— 
^ ing paflage, recorded in Romans the fifth and twen- 
ty-firft; Even so might GRACE REIGN, 

THROUGH RIGHTEOUSNESS, UNTO ETERNAL LIFE, 

By Jesus Christ our Lord. And while the au- 
thor, confcious of his own infufficiency, looks up 
to the Spirit of wifdom for divine illumination, that 
he may uTite with all the precifion and fan£lity of 
truth, in opening the noble fubjeft of the enluing 
Treatife ; he would intreat the reader to perufe, 
with candour and impartiality, the contents of tlie 
following pages. 
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C H A ?• I. 

Coneerningike Significathnofthi Term^ Graa. 

^THHATwcmay proceed with greater clearnefs and 
1 certainty in our following enquiries^ it is ne« 
ceflary to confider what is implied inthe term, Grace. 
The primary and principal fenfc of the word, \%free 
favour ; unmerited kindnejs. In this acceptation it 
is moft frequently ufed in the infpired volume ; and 
thus it is to be underftood in the words of the Holy 
Ghoft under confideration. Grace^ in the writings 
of Paul, ftandsin dire£l oppofition to works and wor- 
thinefs — all works, and worthinefs of every kind, and 
of every degree. This appears from the following^ 
parages. Now U him tiat ivorketf?^ tie regard is 
not reckoned of grace 6ut of debt i-^^^herefore it is of 
Jaithy that it might be by grace. For by grace are ye 
fdved — not ofiiArksy leji any nianfbould boafl. Who 
bath faved us — not according to our nvorhsy but ac^ 
cording to his own purpofe and grace*, 
' As the word mercy, in its primary fignification, 
has relation to fomq^ creature, either a£^ually in ay/*/- 
fering ftate, or obnoxious to it ; fo grace, in its pro- 
per and ftriA feijfcj always prqfuppofes unnvorthincfs 
in its objeft. Hence," whenever any thing valuable 
is communieatedby theblefled God to any of Adam's . 
apoilate offspring, the communication of it cannot 
be of grace, any further than the perfon on whom it 

4» Rom< ivt 4, 2^. Kphef. ii. 8, p* a Tim. i, p« 

is 
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18 conferred is confidered as unworthy. ' For, To far 
as any degree of worth appears, the province of grace 
ceafes, and that of. equity takes place. Grace and 
worthinefs, therefore, cannot be connefted in the 
. fame acl, and for the fame end. The one muft ne- 
ceffarily give place to the other, according to that re- 
markable text ; If by grace^ then it is no more of 
works \ otherivife grace is no more grace. 'But if it 
be of works J then it is no more grace / otherwife work 
Js no more work*. From the apoftlc's reafoning it 
is evident, that whatever is of works, is not of grace 
at all ; and, that whatever is of grace, is not of workd 
in any degree. In the apoftle's view of things, works 
and grace are efientially oppofite, and equally irre- 
concilable as light and darknefs. Befides, whea 
Paul reprefents the capital blefiings of falvation as 
.flowing from" divine grace, we are led to confider 
the perfons on whom they are beftowedy not only a$ 
Slaving no claim to thofe benefits, but as deferving 
quite the reverfe— as having incurred a tremendous 
curfe, and as juftly expofed to eternal ruin# 

That grace, therefore,, about which we treat, may 
be thus defined ; // is the eternal and ahfolutely free 
favour of Godj mamfefted in the w>uchfafement of 
fpiritua! and eternal blej/ings to the guilty and the un^ 
worthy. What thofe bieffings are, we ihall endea^ 
vour to fliow in the fubfequent pages. Meanwhile 
be it obferved, that, according to tliis definition, the 
grace of God is eterfyil. Agreeable to the import of 
thofe reviving words j Tea^ I have loved thee with 
an everlajlifhg love^* It is divinely free, and infi- 
nitely rich. Entirely detached from every fuppofition 
of huxuan worthy and operating jndependantly of ali 

'4k Rom* ,xi* I* I Jer« xzxL 3*. 
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conditions performed by man j it rifes fuperior to Im- 
man guilt, and fuperabounds over human unworthi« 
nefs. Such is the eternal origin, fuch the glorious 
bafis, of our falvation ! Hence it proceeds and is 
carried on to pcrfeftion. Grace (hines through the 
whole. For, as an elegant writer obferves, it is 
« not like a fringe of gold, bordering the garment ; 
* not like an embroideryof gold, decorating the rode; 
« but like the mercy-feat of the ancient tabernacle, 
« which was gold — ^purc gold — all gold throughout.* 
Yes, reader, this is the inexhauftiblc fource of all 
thofe ineftimablebleffings which the Lord beftows on 
his unworthy creatures, in this, or in a future world. 
It is this which, in all that he does, or ever will do 
for finners, he intends to render evcrlaftingly glori- 
ous in their eyes, and in the eyes of all holy intelli- 
gences. The indelible motto, infcribed by the hand 
of Jehovah on all the blefiings of the unchangeable 
covenant, is \ To the praise of the glory 

OF HIS GRACE. 

Hence we may learn. That if grace in its own na- 
ture, and as it isexercifed in our falvation, be direftly 
oppofite to all works and worthinefs } then fuch per- 
fons are awfully deceived, who feek to join them to- 
gether in the fame work and for the fame end. How- 
ever high their pretences may be to holinefs, it is 
plain from the word of God, and may in fomc de- 
gree appear from the nature of the thing, that they 
take an effetlual way to ruin their fouls for ever ; 
except that very grace prevent, of which they have 
fuch falfe and corrupt idens. For divine grace dif- 
dains to be aflifted in the performance of that 
work which peculiarly belongs to itfelf, by the poor, 
imperfect performances of men. Attempts to com- 
plete what grace begins, betray our pride and offend 

the 
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tlie Lord ; but cannot promote bur fpiritual iritereft. 
Let the reader therefore carefully remember, that 
grace is either abfolutely free, or it is not at all : and^ 
Uiat he who profeflcs to look for falyation by grace, 
cither believes in his heart to be faved entirely by it, 
f r he a£ls iaconfjftently in afiairs of the great cftim- 
portam:e. 
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CHAP. 11. 

Of Graee^ as it Reigns in our Salvation in general. 



GRACE, in our text, is compared to a Sove- 
reign. Now a fovereign, confidered as fucli, . 
is invcfted with regal power, and the higheft autho- 
rity. Grace, therefore, in hex beneficent govern- 
ment, mull exert and manifeft^ fovereign power- — 
muft fupercede the reign, and counteract the mighty 
and deftrudiivc operations of fin ; orihe cannot bring 
the finner to eteraal life. ■ For the Holy Spirit has 
compared fin to a fovereign, whofc reign terminates 
ia death. 

K^Jin appears^ clothed in horrid deformity, and 
armed with deftru£tive power, inflifting temporal 
death, and menacingeternal flames ; ioGraee appears 
on the throne, arrayed in the beauties of hoUnefs, 
and fmiling with divine benevolence ; touched with 
feelings of the tendereilcompaffion, and armed with; 
all the magnificence of iirvincibie poveer. Fully de- 
termined to exert her authority and gratify her com- 
paflion, under the condu£l of infinite wifdom ; to the 
everlafting honour of inflexible juftice, inviolable, 
veracity, and every divine perfeftion-^by rcfcuing 
the condemned oliender from the jaws of deftruc- . 
tion J by fpeaking peace to the alarmed confciences 
of damfuible delinquents ; by reftoring to apoftate 
(features and vile mifcreants, a fupreme love to God 
and delight m the ways ofholinefs v and, finally, by 
bringittj th^m^fafc; to everlafting horiour and joy. 
C la 
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In a word ; the heart of this mighty foverergn xs 
contpaffion itfelf ; her looks are love ; her language 
is balni to the bleeding foul, and her arm falvation. 
Such a fovereign is Grace. Thofe who are deli- 
vered by her, muft enjoy a complete falvatfon. 
Thofe who live under her moft benign government 
muft be happy indeed. 

Divine grace, as reigning in our falvation, not 
only appears, but appears with majefty : not only 
fliincs, but triumphs : providing all things, freely be- 
ftowing all things neceflary to our eternal happinefs. 
Grace does not fet our falvation on foot, by accom- 
modating its terms and conditions to the enfeebled 
iJapacities of lapfed creatures ; but begins, carries on, 
and completes the arduous work. Grace,- as a fo- 
vereign, does not fefcuc the (inner from deferved 
ruin ; furniih him with new abilities ; and then leave 
him, by their proper ufe, to refift the tempter ; to 
mortify hi^Jufts ; to attain thofe holy qualities and 
perforni thofe righteous afts, which render him fit 
for eternal happinefs, and give him a title to it. No; 
for if the province and work of grace were circum- 
fcribed in this manner, things of the laft' importance 
to the glory of God and the felicity of man, would 
be left in the moft uncertain and perilous fituatioa. 
And, admitting the poffibility of any finner being 
faved in fuch a way, there would be ample feope for 
the exertions of fpiritual pride, and much roopi for 
boafting ; which would be diametrically contrary to 
the honour ofthe Moft High, and fruftrate the noble 
ckfigns of grace. This matchlefs favour, far from 
being fatisfied with laying the foundation, rears the 
fttpcrftrudlure alfo •: it not only fettles the prelimina- 
rW2$, but executes the very bufmefs itfelf.— The Pha* 
-'fee in the parable made his acknowledgements to 

pre- 
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preventing and afiifting grace : for, God I thank 
ibee, was his languige. It is evident however that 
his views of grace were very contra£ked ; and his 
hopes arifing from it very deceitful* Would \vc 
then view grace as reigning ? We inuft confider it 
. as the alpha and omega, the beginning and the end 
of our faivation ; that the unrivelled honour of thut 
prcateft of all works, may be given to tte God ofa/i 
gract. 

Having taken this general view of reigning grace, 
I would now alk ; What think you, reader, of this 
wonderful favour ? Is it worthy of God ? Is it fuita- 
ble to your cafe ? — Or know you not, that you arc 
by nature under the guilt and dominion of fin ? Oi. 
^n, that dreadful fovereign \ of fin,.that worft of ty- 
rants. Sin reigns^ fays the apoftle \ and the end of 
its reign, where the fovereiguty of grace docs not in- 
tcrpofc, is eternal death. Can you deep away your 
time, and dream of being finally happy, while under 
the power of fo malignant a lovercign ? Shall tlic 
toys and trifles of a tranfitory world amufe, when 
voUt/ou/, your immortal all, is at ftake ? If fo, 
how lamentable your condition ! how dreadful your 
ftiite ! Awake !-— arife ! — Bow the knee to divine 
grace, O ftubborn rebel ! while fhe holds out the 
golden fceptrc of pardon and of peace. Acknow* 
ledge her fupremacy, fubmit to her government, be- 
fore juftice afcend the throne and vengeance launch 
her bolts. For then an eternal bar will lie againfl 
every application for mercy, though arifing from the 
mod prefling want. 

Or, if awake in your confcience, do you think 5t 
poffible to cfFeft your own deliverance r Alas F you 
are entirely without ftrength to perform any fuch 
thing i and grace was never intended as an auxiliary 

to 
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to help the weak, but well-difpofcd, to favc them- 
felves. The metty of God and the gofpel of Chrift, 
were never dcfigned to affift and reward the righte- 
ous ; but to relieve the miferable and fave the defpe* 
rate — to deliver thofc who have no other affiftancc, 
nor any other hope. — ^Were you acquainted with 
your abje£l vaiTallage^ were you convinced by the 
Spirit of truthj that there is hopoi&ble way of efcape, 
but by reigning grace ; then would you cry for help, 
and then the reUef that grace affords would be a/l 
your falvaiion and all your Je/ire. 

If, on the other hand, you are burdened with (in.- 
and harrafied by clamorous fears of being caft into 
bell J if, fenfible of your native depravity, the mul- 
tiplied iniquities of your life, the many fliameful de- 
{t(ks attending your beft fervices, and your prefent 
abfolute unworthinefs, you are ready to fink in def- 
pondency \ O remember I that grace has ere£led her 
throne. This forbids defpair. For her wonderful 
throne is ereftcd, not In the ruins'of juftice, not on 
the difhonourof the law 5 but, on the blood of 
THE Lamb. The inconceivably perfeft obedience, 
and the infinitely meritorious death of the Son of 
God, form its mighty bafis. Here grace is highly 
exalted : here grace appears in ftate, difpenfmg her 
favours and (hewing her glory. To fuch a benevo- 
lent and condefcending fovereign, the bafeft may 
have free acccfs. By fuch a powerful fovereign the 
moft various, multiplied, and preffing wants, may 
be relieved with the utmoft eafe and the greateft ala^* 
crity. — Remember, difconfolate foul, that the name, 
the nature, the office of GRACE ENTHRONED, 
loudly atteft. That the greateft unworthinefs and 
the moft profligate crimes, are no bar to the fmner 
Sn coming to Chrift for falvation ; in looking to fo4 

yeriijn 
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vcreign favour for all that he wants. Nay they Ae^ 
monftrate, that the unworthy and (inful are Ae'on/y 
perfons with whom grace is at all concerned* This 
is amazing ! this is delightful 1 

Ho ! all ye children of want and fons gf wretch- 
ednefs f hither ye may come witli the utmoft free- 
dom. Be it known to you ; be it never forgotten 
by you ; that Jehovah confidered your indigent 
cafe, and defigned your complete relief, when he 
credled this wonderful throne. Your names are not 
omitted in the heavenly grant : nay, ye are the only 
perfons that arebleiTed with a right of accefs to this 
mercy-feat. — Did finners more generally know their 
(late, and the glorious nature of grace as exalted in 
majejiy ; how would the throne of this mighty fo- 
vereign be crowded \ — crowded, not by perfons 
adorned with fine accompliflunents— but, witV the 
pooTy the maimed^ the hah^ and the blind. Witli 
longing hearts and uplifted hands, big with expecta- 
tion and fureoffuccefs, they would throng her courts. 
Thither they would fiee, as a r/v//^/ for number, and 
as doves for fpeed : for there is provifion made to 
fupply all their wants. As perfons of all ranks and 
of evary charafter, are equally defUtuteof any righte- 
ous or valid plea for admifTiim into the eternal kihg>« 
dom ; fo, ^feeling their want of fpiritual blefllngs, 
they have equally free accefs to this munificent fove- 
reign, and the fame ground to expeft complete relief. 
Here, and in this refpeft, there is no difference 
between the devout profeiror,and theabandoned pm- 
fligate 5 the chafte virgin, and the infamous profti- 
tute. For, being all criminals, and under the fame 
condemnation, they have not the fmallcft gleam of 
hope, except what ihines upon them in that compaf- 
Honate proclamation which is iiTued from the throne 
C» of 
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of grace by the eternal Sovereign*. But, as that- . 
proclamation is exprefllve of the freeft favour and 
the richeft grace ; including offenders of the word 
characters, publiihing pardon for fins of the decpeft 
dye, and all ratified by veracity itfelf ; it affords fuf- , 
ficient encouragement to the vileft wretch that liveSf 
who is willing to owe his all to divine bounty, with-* ' 
out hefitation to receive the heavenly bleffing, and 
with gratitude to rejoice in the royal donation* — 

* Yes, thine it is, O sovereign Grace ( to raife 

* the poor from iht dunghill, and the, needy out of 

* the dufl. Thine it is, to fet them on thrones of 

* glory, and to number them among the princes of 

« heaven.' Remember this, my foul, and be this ^ 
thy comfort : and may the Lord enable both the au« 
thor and the reader, to fee eye to eye the riches of 
Weighing Grace f 

Having endeavoured to (how, how grace reigns 
in our falvation in general j I (hall now proceed, in 
.the following chapters, to make it appear that grace 
reigns more particularly, in our elehion-^^cal/mg — 
pardo»'-^jttflification-^adopii<m — -faiy^ljicaiion-, — and * 
.perfevermvi in the faith to eternal life. Thefe arc 
fo many efieiitial branches of our falvation 5 and in 
«the vouchfafement of thefe capital bleilings, grace 
reigns ; mgnifefting an authority and exerting a 
power truly diviuie and infinitely glorious. 

* Ifa. Iv 1. a. 3. Matt. xi. 28. John yi. 37. and vii, 32. 
Rev, xxii. 17. 



in our JEitcihft, ^^ 

C H A P. Ill 

'O/Grac^, as it reigns in our Ele£fion. 

A MONG the various bkf&ngs which flow from 
^£^\^ fovcreign goodnefs, and are difpenfed by reign- 
ing gracCs that of eleliion defervedly claims our firit 
regard* It was in the decree of election that th^ 
grace of our infinite Sovereign did firft appear, in 
choofing C3irift as the head) and in him, as his mem- 
bers, ail that ihottjd ever be faved. Eledion, there- 
fore, is the firft link in the golden chain of cur fal- 
vation ; and the corderftone. in the amazing faj^rick. 
of human bappinefs. 

As Jehovah is the former of univerfat nature, 
the fupporter and governor of all worlds j and a$ it 
is not cQofiftent with the perfection of an infijiit^ 
Agent, to TiGt without the higheft andnobleftdeiign .; 
fo the adored Creator, before he imparted exigence 
or time commenced, propofed and appointed an en4 
worthy of Himfelf, in all he determined to do. Thjs 
was his own giory* This was his graad defign in all 
the various ranks of exiftence to which his almighty' 
j^at gahre birth* Not a (ingle creature in the vaft fca^e 
. <rf dependent being, but i3 connected with this as its 
ultimate end. The loftieft feraph that furrounds the 
throne, and themdaneft iufe^ that crawls in the d.uft, 
hare the (ame original Parent, and are defigned, in 
; difl^rent Mray6> to anfwer the iarae exalted end, T-o 

derty thsss or to fuppofe that the moft pcrioSL Agent 

t I::.:'-' ••• • ■ ■ .^ - ■ - • ^ 



.'ZO Of Gracfj as it reigns 

did not aft for the mod worthy purpofe, ishighly de- 
rogatory to the dignity of the firft Caufe. 

Nobly confpicuous, among the various orders of 
animate and inanimate exiftence in this lower crea« 
tion,was man,when firft formed and recent from the 
hands of his Maker. Man^ therefore, as bearing 
the lively imprefs of his great Creator's image ; pof- 
feflSng fuch elevated faculties and large capacities for 
operation and enjoyment ; was defigned, in a pecu- 
liar manner, to anfwer this higheft of all purpofes. — 
Nor was the entrance of fin fubverfivc of the grand 
defign, but made fubfervient to it in various ways. 
It was impoffible fuch an event ihould bring confu- 
Hon into diat ftupendous plam of divine operation" 
which confummatewifdom had formed. Yox^known 
to the omnifcient God^ are all his worhs^ and all 
^vcnt^ifrom the beginning of the nvorld. All that is 
comprehended in what men call contingent^ is abfo- 
lute certainty with Him ^ho is perfeft in know- 
ledge. The entrance of fin, therefore, among moral 
?igents, whether angels or Ynen^ could not pofliibly 
frullrate Jehovah's purpofe, or render his original 
defigns abortive. T^he council of the Lordfhallfiand^ 
and he ivill do all his pleaftire. — Though the entrance 
of mOral evil among mankind -was an awful event ; 
though Adam, and every individual of his numerous 
offspring we«e contaminated, injured, and ruined, 
by it \ yet it appears from divine revelation, that He 
nvho declares the end from the beginnings not only 
' forefew it, but from eternity determined to difplay 
his perfeSions and promote his glory by it. His de« 
termination was,toglorify himfelf in the complete 
falvation and endlefs felicity of fome of the apaftatc 
race, and, in the righteous condemnation of othets: 
(othat a revenue of glory (hall arife to thegre»tSv^ 
. * jgr^mo 
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|»reme from all mankind. This glory fiiall arife, as 
well from that haughty Egyptian monarch, who re» 
nounced God'f dominion and faid i Who is Jeho- 
vah that IJkould obey him ? 9^ from the king of If- 
rael, whofe exalted chara&eris, A nmn afttr Go£s 
ewn heart — As wcU from a traiterous Judas, who 
fold bis Mailer's blood j as from a faithful Paul, who 
counted not bis very life dear, fo that he might finiib 
hisrourfe with joy, and promote the Saviour's ho»> 
aour. Thefe ihall be the monuments of ioTcreign 
grace ; tbofe of righteous vengeance, and both for 
the glory of god to all eternity. — Nor is any thing 
more agreeable to right reafon, or the facred fcrip- 
tore, than to conclude ^ That as Jehovah is the firft 
Caufe> fo be fhoold be the laft End ; and that he 
fiiould be at the moft perfe£i liberty, to difpofe of his 
offending creatures^ in what way he pleafcs, for his 
own glory. To difpute-this, is to deny his divine 
iopremacy, aodj with Pharaoh^ to renounce his eter- 
nal domiiiion. 

Such being the final caufe of the creation In gene^ 
ral, zai of mankind in particular, that fovereiga 
Being who has an abfolute right to do what he will 
with his own, having determined to create man and 
to leave bun to the freedom of bis own will, fore- 
feeing he would certainly fall \ of \i\&free d'ijlin<^ 
^uijbing hviy chofe a certain number out of the apcf" 
tate race oj Adqmf and ordained them to a participnm 
iwn of grace here^ and to the enjoyment of glory 
hereajterm In the execution of which purpofe, b jr 
means every way becoming himfelf, he determined 
to glorify all his infinite excellencies. Such is that 
immanent a£t of God which is commonly called 
^EleBm, and is the fid)je£t of this chapter. 

The 
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The doArinc of eleftion, or, whidi is the fame 
diing, the dodrine of diftinguifliing grace, is now 
very much exploded. It is generally deemed un- 
-worthy of ferious- notice, by the learned and phi- 
lofophic genilemcii of the prefent age. Though 
it cannot be denied to have made a confiderable 
-figure in thofe fyftems of divinity, that were adopted 
by men of eminence fcr piety and learning in former 
ages \ and particularly by our firft Reformers from 
Popery ; yet now it is ranked, by many, among the 
rafh opinions of a credulous antiquity. It is cafhicr- 
ed) as a do£lrine abhorrent from reafon, and as at 
eternal war M'ith the moral perfe£iions of God. It 
is conftgned over to oblivion, as worthy of no motz 
Tegard,tlian the bold enquiries^ and wildconctufions; 
the laborious trifling and learned lumber, of the an- 
cient, doting, Popifh fchoolmen. It is aUb tradu* 
ced as a declared enemy to pra£^ical piety, and as 
highly injurious to the comfort and hope of mankind* 
lliis being the cafe, we need not woiader that it is 
flow become quite unfafbionable. 

But what is the reafon of this tragical outcry 
agaiiift it ? If I be not greatly deceived, it is as fol« 
lows. This doflrine lays the axe at the root of all our 
boafted moral excellence. This do€brine, in its nai- 
tive confequences, deRU)li{he8 every fubterfuge of 
human pride ; as it leaves not the ihadowx>f a differ- 
ence between one man and another, why the Deity 
ihould regard and fave this perfon rather than that \ 
but teaches all who know and ail who embrace it, 
to reft in that memorable maxim \ £v£il so Fa- 
ther, FOR so XT SEEMED GOOD IN THT 

SIGHT ; refolving the whole into divine grace and 
divine fovereignty. Without paying the lead com.* 
pliment to the learning, fegacity, or charafter, of 

?ny ■ 
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ally who. dare to arraign the divine $ondu£b| it re-* 
pels their infolence in die following blunt manner % 

[ .Nay J but O man I nvbo art thou tbat rtplitji againjl 

\ GodP^^dt further teaches, that as unmerited kind- 

nefs and fovereign favour began the work of falva^ 
tion : fo the fame grace muft carry it on and com« 
plete the raft deiign : while the Moft High, ever 

I jealous of his honour, is determined to have all the 

glory. Other reafons might be mentioned, but thefc 

^ may fnffice to ifaow, that the fpirit of independence 

which is natural to man, and reigns in the unrege- 

t nerate, muft be fired with refentment by fuch an at- 

tack upon iu Hence the few votaries of this unpo« 
pular do£lrine muft expe£l reproach and ridicule, if 

i not Something more ferere, to attend tlie profei&on 

i af a tenet fo unpolite. 

j * It is not, however, mj prefcnt defign to enter up- 
on a laboured defence of this pjOTenfive dofirine. I 
fhall leave tbat to the friends of truth, who have 
more leifure and greater abilities. This, indeed, 

^ has been already often performed with great advan« 

1^ ' tage to the church of God. I (hall, therefore, con- 
tent myfelf, with taking a fliort view of the principal 
branches of this article of the chriftian faith ; with 
propofmg a £ew arguments, wliich appear to mc. 
plain and pertinent in vindication of it i and with 
pointing out its proper improvement. 

, That thofe who in tlie volume of infpiration are 

f called the e/ei^, are a people diftinguifiie.d from. 

I btlicrs, and that all mankind arc not included under 

this denomination ; are fo apparent as hardly to 

* need ahyproof. Thefe things arc fo obvious, from. 

I the allowed fignification of the term, arid the tenour 

of divine revelation, as to leave no room for difpute* 
'^Ffiknl xh^' Jigntficatmi of the term*'. Becaufc, 

where 
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where all, whether pcribns or things, arc cqtially 
accepted, there is no preference given •, there is no 
choice made ; there are nGfle left. For to ele£f and 
to choff/e^ are the fame thing. ' Where any are cho- 
fen, others muft berefufed — From the ienour ofdi^ 
vine revelation. As it is written ; / fpeak not of 
you all ; I know whom I haDe chofeH — / have chofen \ 
fiUKtHtof'the world — ^he ^leBion hath obtained it^ 
and the rejl were blinded. 

That thofe who were fo dcnominated'are not col- 
Icftive bodies, appears with fuperior evidence from 
what is aiFerted concerning them, in the fame infal- 
lible rule of our faith and praftice. They are defcrib- 
ed, as having their names 'written in heaven^ and in 
the book of life. They are faid to be ordained to ^ter* 
nallifej and chofen to falvation. And, in the boldeft 
manner imaginable, it is aiked by one, who was 
thoroughly acquainted with their ftate and privileges; 
Who pall lay any' thing to the chargi cfGod^s eletf P 
-r~Now a fmall degree of dlfcernment will enable us 
to conclude, that thefe things cannot with truth be 
affirmed concerning fiations, churches, or commu-* 
nities of any fort, confidered as fuch. But, on the 
contrary, they ftrongly imply, that tlie eleft, as dif- 
tinguifhed ftorm others, are particular perfons, whoic 
names are iai a peculiar manner known to God \ 
that eleftion relates to fpiritual bleffings and eternal, 
enjoyments -, and that the obje£^s of it are dear to 
God, and forever precious in his figlrf. 

That the objefts of eleftion are particular perfons 
may further appear from hence. From the beghi- 
ning Jehovah defigned to manifeft his- love in the fal- 
vation of fmners. The damnation inflifted on many 
puts it beyond a doubt, that this defign extended only 
to fome s for all are notfaved^ and the divine pur« 
* . . fof<5 
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pofe cannot be rendered void. That fal?ation was 
to be wrought by his own Son, as invefted with the 
charafter, and as performing the work of a Mediator 
and Surety. As a Mediator and Subftitute, he Mras 
to obey, and bleed, and die ; die, under a charge of 
the blacked guilt, and feeling the weight of the hea* 
▼left curfe*. It was necefTary, ther^ore, to be de- 
termined, how many, and who in particular, fliouid 
be interefted in this wonderful work and faved by it* 
Their perfons, as well as their fituation and wants, 
muft be known to him and diftinpuifhedfrom others. 
For it is abfurd to fuppofe, that he fhould engage as 
a fubftitute, toperform obedience and pour his blood; 
to lay down his life as a ranfom to fatisfy juftice, and 
all this for perfons unknown. When any one en-« 
gages, in a legal way, to become refponfible for an* 
other in matters of debt or ofience ; he is always fup« 
pofed to have fome knowledge of the perfon for 
whom he engages, fo as to diltinguifh him from all 
others, who maybe infimilar circumftances and (land 
in the fame need ; and the name of the perfon, whofe 
caufe he undertakes, mu(i alfo be mentioned in the 
engagement to render it valid. 

Nor does it appear that the deHgn of God in the 
falvatton of finners, by the incarnation and death of 
his own Son, could have been certainly anfwered on 
any other hypothefis. Suppofmg, for inftance, that 
it had been the divine purpofe to fave, by the media- 
tion of Jefus, all who fliould ever believe \ without 
afcertaining the perfons who fliould thus embrace the 
Redeenier, it would have remained dubious whether 
any would be finally faved 5 becaufe uncertain whc* 
ther any would ever believe. But if it were certaitt 

* 4 Cor. V. 2t. Gal. in. x^* 

D that 
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fliat fomc "vrould believe, (his certainty muft arlfe 
frorti the purpofe of Gpd.; for, on any other founda- 
tion, nothing future can be abfolutely certain. If »it 
.was determined that fpme ihould believe, the divine 
appointment muft be cpnfidered as extending toevery 
individual whofe faith and falvation are fuppofed to 
be certain. Fpr faith Is a gift of Sjrace, and could 
• not be forefeen in any but thefe on whom the great 
Diijpenfer .of every favour had determined tQ beftbw 
^ it. - Hence we may fafely infer, that as the death of 
Chrift, was abfolutely certain, in virtue of d divine 
purpofe, and the everlafting compadt between the 
Eternal Three ; foall the individuals that fhould ever 
be faved by the Undertaking of Jefus, were chofen of 
God ; were diftinguiflied from others, and configned 
to the great Shepherd as his peculiar charge. 

It is equally clear that the elcft were chofen of 
God before time began-, for their ele£lion is one of the 
firft effects' of divine love. This love was from ever- 
lafting. The love of God to their perfons, and their 
election to complete felicity, muft, therefore, be 
etcrnaU If> indeed, there had ever been a point in , 
duration, in which ^he blefled God had no thoughts 
of a Mediator, nor any defigns of manifefting his 
love to miferable and guilty creatures ; then it might 
be fuppofed that ther^ vy^as an inftant in which the 
favoure4,few, >Vho are called his eleBy were not the 
. objefis of his choice, But if it was Jehovah's eternal 
: purpofe to manifeft the riches of his grace by a Me- 
; diator , if the Deity, fubfifting in three diftindt Per- 
fons, and afting under the perfonal charaSers of \hz , 
. Father, the Son, and theJioLv Spirit, did, be- 
fore all worlds, refolve on the meafures to bepu^- 
fued ; and if a Mediator was appointed, as the grand 
piedium of diyjne operation in the wonderful work ; 

4icn 
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Aen YTt may fafely conclude, that the perfons to be 
interefted in this mediation and benefited by it, were 
fixed upon and chofen. For both reafon and revela- 
tion concur to forbid our fuppofing, that the Son of 
the Blefled Ihould engage as Mediator and acl as a 
Subftitute, for he did- not know whom ; or, that the 
counfels of heaven (liould terminate in mere perad- 
ventures. It would be equally incongruous for us to 
imagine, that a refoiution in the Eternal Mind con- : 
cerning the work of redemption, which is evidently 
the chief of all the ways of God, fliould have any ' 
other date tlian eternity. 

Exprefsly in our favour and in proof of the point 
are the declarations of the Holy Ghoft. Thus we ' 
tead 5 God hath^from the beginning, chofen you tofaf^ 
vgtion — He -hath chofen us in him^ before the founda' ' 
iiQn of the world. They were chofen in Chrift, as 
their head and reprefentative. Chrill and the eledt 
conftitute one myilical body. He the head, and - 
they the members } thefulnefs of Him that jiihth alL 
in all. Before the foundation of the 'world. This . 
cmphatical phrafe is evidently expreflive of eternity. . 
Before theworld was formed, or anycreature exifted, 
time did not commence. The commencement of 
time, and that of created cxiftence, are exaiftly of 
the fame date.. Prior, therefore, to the formation of - 
the univerfe, duration was abfolutc eternity. The . 
fame infallible writer in the fame Epifllc, fpeaking of • 
the amazing fchemc of man's redemption formed in 
the mind of God, calls it the fternal puhposi'^ 
ivhich he piirpgfed in Chrifl Jefus our Lord ; which, 
as we havebefore proved, neceflarily infersthe choice » 
of the objefts of that redemption. 

This truth may be further evinced by confidering, 

tljat as tlie inheritance of glory was prepared for its 

"' > future 



2$ Of Gracfi as in reigns 

future poflfeflbrs, before the foundation of the world; 
{o grace f and all fpiritual bleffing* that were nieceffary 
to fit them for the enjoyment of it, were given them 
in Cbriji Jefus i were lodged in his hands, as their 
federal head, as the appointed Mediator, and for 
their ufe, before the nvorld began*. Nor can we con- 
ceive of any new determinations arifing in the Eter- 
nal Mind, or any purpofes formed by our Maker^ 
that were not from everlailing ; without fuppofing 
liim defedive in knowledge; or mutable in his per- 
fefiions, Suppofitions thefe, which very ill become 
the charafter of Him whofe name is JEHOVAH. 

But istherc any reafon aflignable, why the ele£fc 
were chofen to life and glory, while others were left* 
in their fins to pcrilh under the ftroke of divine juf- 
tice ? None, in the creature. For all mankind^ 
confidered in themfclves, were viewed as in the fame 
lituation» and on a perfe£l level. Notwithftanding, 
the great Author of all things and Lord of the world 
c^ndefcends toaffign the reafon when he fays \ Ituili • 
i^vf merry en whom I tvili have^ mercy* In this the 
adored Redeemer perfefldy acquiefced, as appears 
from, thofc remarkable words ; EvenJoyFatheryfor 
Jo it /earned good in thyjight. In this alfo the pe* 
netrating judgment of that wonderful man-, who was 
caught up to the third heaven, refted completely fa^ 
tisfiod:^: andjn the fame reafon of the divine proce- 
dure wc ought all to reft, without a murmuring 
>Yord, or an oppofing thought. Nor can we rebel 
againft the,fovereign determinations of the Moft 
High, without incurring flagrant guilt j orperfift in 
fo doing, and efcape with impunity. 

* % Tim. i. 9. Epiu X. 3, 4. 
% Rom. xi. 15, x^. 

But 
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But fuppofing there was no original difference 
between the obje£lsof diftinguifljing grace, and thofe 
who finally periih; yet, did not the Omnifcientyir^- 
fee them as poflefled of faith, fruitful in holy obedi- 
ence, and perfevering to the end ? and were not thefe 
confide'red by a righteous God, as the caufe why he 
chofe them rather than others who were viewed as 
defbitute of fuch recommendations ? By no meansi 
For grace reigns in the choice of all the ele£l : and 
grace", as a fovereign, reje£ts with difdain every 
fuch proud pretence to a claim upon her. 5he never 
affords her fmiles to any becaufe they are wortiiy. 
She enobles nonebecaufe they are better than others. 
So to do would be quite inconfiftent with her amia- 
blechara^kerj wouldbe utterly fubverfive of her grand 
defign. Whenever Ihe beftows her kind regards, it , 
IS with the condefcenfion of an abfolute fovereign., 
Wherever fhe interpofes her helping hand, it is on 
the behalf of thofe who have no other afliftance, nor 
any other pJea. ^ Bif, as a further proof of my ne- 
gative, I w^juid offer the following argiynents. 
\ Faith'in Chrift and holy obedience are reprcfcntcJ 

t by the unerring Spirit, as the fruits and effedls of 

! cleftion : they cannot, therefore, be confidered as 
[ the caufe, without abfurdity in reafon, and a con- ' 

tradi£tion to divine revelation. For it is written ; 
j jIs many as nvere ordained to eternal life^ belie ved-^^ 

He hath chofen us — that nve might he holy. Tliey 
believed becaufe they were ordained to eternal life j 
! not ordained to eternal life, becaufe it was forefecn 

' they would believe. They were chofen, not becaufe 

f they were, or ever would be holy ; but that they 
I might befo *. Thofe, and thofe only partake of 

[ ^ AAs ziii. 48. Eph. i. 4, 

I ; : D i faith. 
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faith, who arc called by divine grace : but fuch 
only arc called to faith and holinefs, who were 
predeftlnated to be conformed to the image of 
Chrift. For wtom be did predeJHnate^ themheaifi- 
called*. Again : The chofen of God are the Iheep- 
of Chrift. None but thofe who are fo denomina- 
ted believe on him, according to his own declara- 
tion ; Te believe notj hecmife ye are not ofmyJbeepX* 
By which we are taught, that believing in Him 
does not make us his fhecp, or give us a right to 
the charafter ; but is an evidence that We were 
fo confidered, in the fight of God, and given into 
the hands of the great Siephcrd to be faved by him* 
Once more : God hath called us with an holy calFtng^ 
not according tOf not in confideration of wr works, 
whether paft or future i but according to his own 
purpofe andgrace^ which he purpofed in Chriji Jefus 
before the world began J. If, then, we are not 
called according to our works or worthinefs, but 
according to the everlafting purpofe and free diftin- 
guiihing grace of Him, who worketh alf things after 
the council of his own wUl ; much lej^ is it to be fup- 
ppfcd, that we were chofen accordir^ to them, or' 
in fbrefight of them. 

To illuftratethe truth and confirm the argument 
it*may be further pbferved ; That faith and holinefs, 
in the method of grace, occupy a middle ftation* 
They are neither the foundation^ nor the topftone^ 
in the fpiritual building. Though infeparably con- 
nei^ed with ele^son, they are neither its caufe, nor 
its f onfummation. That is fovereign grace; this 
infinite glory.— Faith and holinefs are, as- one ob- 
ferrves, what ftalks and branches are to aTOCt f by 

* Rom- viii; 30, J Jghn x. atf. j 'Z Tim. i 9^ 
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vrhich Ac vegetable juices afccnd; to produce and 
xipen the principal fruit. By grace ye are faved 
THKOUGH faith — Chofen to falvationf THROUGH 
JanBiJication of the Spirit and belief of the truth* 
Confequently, they are no more the caufeof elcftion, 
than themeans neccffary to attain any valuable end, 
are the caufe of appointing that end } dian which 
nothing can be fuppofed more abfurd.^-^Bcfides^ if 
men were forefecti aa poflcffed of faith and hoKnefs, 
prior to their eleflion, and independent on it : it is 
hard to concave what occafion there was for their 
bring^ elcdJed. TTierc could be no necefEty for it to 
fecure their final bappinefs. Eor the Judge of all the 
earth muft do right : and eternal mifery was never 
deiigned to be the portion of any who believe and are 
holy 5 for peace and falvation are infeparablv joined 
to mch a ftate, and to fueh cbara£ber8« To have 
ordained thofe to h^pinefs and glory that were fore* 
feen to be thus qualified^ would, therefore, have 
been altogetiier unnecefiary* 

Further : Election depends on the mere good 
pleafinre of God, without any motive in us to in^u« 
ence the divine will. No other caufe is affigned by 
Paul, when dating and defending the do£irine ; no - 
other rcafon is given by his divine Maften The J 
former aflerts, that die King immortal predefHnattd 
us^-^according to the gpodpleafure of his npUL That 
ii is not of htm that ^dleth^ nor of him that runneth^ 
tut of God that Jhoweth mercy. Therefore hath he 
mercy on 'u>hom he nvilL And the latter with joy de» 
cbres ; I thank thecy O Father ^ Lord of heaven an i' 
earthy becaufe thou, hnfl hid thefe things from the nvife 
and prudent, and haji revealed them unto bales. Ev^n ' 
/a. Father, for fo it feemed good in thy fight. That* 
iT^^latioii which k here dcfigned^ is no ^ther than- 

tbc 
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the execution of the divine purpofe in eleftion. And . 
the only reafon affigned by Him who is the Wifdonn 
of God, and perfeftly acquainted with the counfels ^ 
of heaven, why the myfteries of the gofpel are re- 
vealed to fome ; while others, of fu per lor abilities ," 
and greater reputation among their fellowcreatures, 
are left in abfolute ignorance, and fufFered to oppofe 
them to their aggravated ruin \ is, the fovereignplea- , 
fure of Him who giveth m account of any of bis 
matters. 

Much to our purpofe are the words of Paul, when 
profefledly defending the doftrine of divine ele£tion. 
^he children being not yet born, and, confequently, 
neither having done any good or evil, to obtain the ap- ^ 
probation, or to provoke the refentnlent of their 
Creator ; that the purpofe of God according to eleSlicn 
might fiand \ not of worksy or worthinefs in the ob- 
jeds-of it, but of t\iQ grace ot him that calleth r it was , 
faid concerning Jacob and Efau, as an inftance' of 
the divine procedure towards mankind in general, 
and as an evidence of the truth of the doftrine ; the 
elder fha/Iferve the younger. And again ; There is , 
a remnant according /o the eIe5iion of grace. This af- 
fertion the facred difputant proceeds to confirm, by 
the following nervous argument — an argument taken 
fi*om the nature of grace, as, contradiftinguifhed to 
all works and worthinefs of every kind. And if by 
grace y then it is no more of works ; other wife grace 
is no more grace. But if it be of w^rhsy then it is no 
more grace ; otherwife work is no more work. In 
this paflage the truth under confi deration is aflerted 
in the plaineft manner, and confirmed by the ftrongeft , 
reafoning. So that if any fubmidion of judgment ^ 
aod confcience be due to the pofitive diftates of the 
ipfallible Spirit 5 if any.regard ought to be 'paid tc^- 
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I d rfcfiionfltativc argument urged by the Lord's am* 
[ - badador \ here they are due, and here they ought to 
i be paid. For Paul teaches and proves, that our elec- 
[ tion to eternal glory^ mufl: be cither entirely of 
I grace, or entirely of works ; grace and works being 
direftly oppofite; They cannot, therefore, unite in 
[ producing the fame effeft, or in promoting the fame 
end. Whoever, then, acknowledges any fuch thing 
I as. an di^ion o£ fianera to fixture happinefs, mv& 
neceffiirily maintain ; either, that the fole reafbn 
\ihj they were ehofen rather than others, was their 
^wn fuptrior Vfarthinefij without grace facing con« 
\ cerned at all in the choice ^ and fo their eledion is 
• ao a& of remunerative juftice ; or, diat they were 
[ iqmllj ummrthy of the divine regards as any of 
I thofe that perifh \ and to their elc&ion is an zct of 
fovereign grace. One of thefe he muft hold, in op« - 
I pofition to the other* Vot if there be any other 
akernative, the apoftle^s argument is inconclufive. ' 
There is no reconciling expedient that: can be devu 
fed by the wit of man« We may attempt a coalition 
bfetwcen, works and grace, but it will be found im-* 
ptadicable ; while, in fo doing, our pride and folly 
I will be greats and our difappoinrnient certain. For- 
fuch an attempt would not only bring the greatcft'. 
. confufion into all our ideas about works and grace j 
' but, as far as poffible, deftroy the very things them- 
; felves,— Such pcrfons as maintain the contrary hy- 
j pothefis, may, to fave appearances, yjjry that eleftiou 
I is of grace ; but ifv it be on a forefight of faith and 
; obedience, there i^ in reality nothing of grace in it : 
I "for gr^ce is free favwt* On this fuppofition, 
V de^lion is no other than an appoint ment of a iteivafd 
I to its ohjefff s on a for^ght of the requijite cofiditlons 

t king j^refcriiid^ 0nd performed hy them. But, as 

i .. .Xvieh, 

f ■ - . 
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fuch, It 15 nn aft of remunerative jullice ; or^ tt *-. 
leaft, of fidelity and truth ; and cannot, without 
open violence to the common fignification of the 
terms, be denominated an act of mere favour, or of 
pure benevolence. 

That it is the defign of Paul, when handling the , 
fubjeft in his Epiftle to the Romans, to exclude all 
confideration of human worthinefs, and to refolve 
the ekftion of thofe whp «re faved entirely into the 
grace of God, as infinitely free- and divinely fove- 
reign, appears from thok obJeBiofis to 'which he re*- 
plies. For. the objeflions made, and the anfwers » 
returned, arc of fuch a nature as would appear quite . 
impertinent, and without the lead fhadow of reafon , 
to fupport them 5 ^on fuppofitiou that God^ whea , 
he chofe'his people, had any regard to their fuperiot .- 
worthinefs> in com^parifon with thdfe who perifli. 
The objeftions fuppofc, that the divine conduft in , 
this affair 18 inequitable- But fuch a fuppofition 
could, not havebeen* made, fuch a charge could ne- 
ver have been laid againft it, by, apy man of fenfe, or. 
y' of the leaft refleftion ; if the Aln^ighty,in the decree 
of elcftion, had proceeded to diftinguilh betweexi one 
man and another,accordingto their perfpnal qualities 
and moral worth. . , . 

The infallible writer having treated about God^s , 
diftinguifliing love to j2y:ob, and his rejeftiom of 
Efau, ftarts an objeftion againfl the tenour of his ar- . 
guing atid the tiuth; he maintained ;, an objeftion, 
he knew, that was bpth plaufible. and cpmnaon. 
What Jl:ttU we fny^ then / what w:ill be inferred as . 
the necefiary confequence of our foregoing afferti- 
on ? Will any one dare to conclude, that there-; 
/V uirrtghteoufnefsw^ith God^ becaufe he difpcnfes, Or, 
withholds hisfavours,according to his own fovereign^ 

pleaTuireir 
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.'^Icafuri 2 Far he it ! Such- a confequcncc will be 

*held bi the . irtmoft abhorrence, by all^.wKo revere 

' their Maker .--^-Theapoflle haviug reje£led the (hock- 
ing inference, in the ftrongell manner, proceeds to 
confirm his aflertions and to prove his do£lrine. This 
he does by appealing to the ancient fcriptures. For 

/iff, whofe name is Jehovah, yaiViJ to Mofes j / nuill 
have mercy oh ivhom I wi/l have mercy ^ and I wii^ 

. have eompajfton on ivhom I wiii hsixe compajfim* 

; From which memorable andancient oracle, he infers 
the following conclufioti : So^thertyit is mt of him that 
wUlethytior iff him that runtuth^butof Godthatfjoivcth 
mercy. Hence it appears witt'-Hltriking evidence, 

. that it "v^as Paul's deCgn to prove» not only that fome 
of the fallen race were chofen, in contradiftin£lion 
to others ; but alfo, that thoi'e obje£ls of the divine 
xhoice were appointed to glory, not in conlideration 
of any thing which caufed them to differ from others ; 
but purely, iplely, entirely, ^ecaufe it was the good 
pleafure of God to m'4ke them partakers of that mer- 

. cy on which they had not the leaft claim, any more 
than thofe. who perifli. For, on a fuppofitlon of 
the contrary, it does not appear that his quotation 

. from the writings of Mofes, and the conclufion he 
torms upon it, were at .all to his purpofe ; but rather 

. adapted to jniflead his reader, a^id to bias his judg- 

. ment in favour of error. 

The zealous and indefatigable teacher of heavenly 
truth, in profe'cuting his fubj eft, meets with another 
objeftion which he is equally careful to obviate. For, 
after having aflerted that Jehovah has mercy on ivhom 
he ivill^ and nohom he *will he harderiethy it is added ; 

. - Th^u. wilt fay then unto me. Why doth He yet^nd fault 

^ith any of his creatures, or blame their cbnduft ? 

' . . . . ■ , Jor 
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for ni)ho hath refijied his noiilf or rendered his pur* 
pofes void ?-<* This objeflion exhibits a faithful mir* 
ror, in which every oppofer of divine fovercignty 
vos^Y fee his face and read his character. The molt 
horrid and (hocking confequences that are now 
charged on the do£bine of eternal; unconditional, 
and perfon^l ele£tion) are here included and reduced 
to a fmall compafs. This objedlion, in modern ftile, 
Teads thus : « According to the Calvinidic doftrinc 
< of ele£lion, men are mere machines. They arc 
« impelled to this or that by a fatal neceflity* They 

• are no longer the proper objefts of praife or blame> 
« of reward or punifliment. Adieu, therefore, to 

• every virtuous a£lion and all praifeworthy deeds* 
^ Whether we be righteous or wicked, here ; whether 
« we be faved pr damned, hereafter} ^n arbitrary will 

• and a fovereign, omnipotent decree, are the caufe 
« of all/— Such perfqns, however, as are inclined to 
repeat the ftale obje£l:ion,maydo well to confider, in 
what manner the apo(Ue refutes it ; and how he 
treats the proud oppofer of the fovereign preroga-. 
tive of the great Supreme. The objeflion is levelled 
againft the fovereigntv of God, in making fuch an 
immenfediftinaion between perfons equally un- 
W4)rthy of divine clemency. But, though bold and 
blafphempus to the laft degree, the unerring teach- 
er does not refute, or attempt to remove it, by in* 
forming the objeftor ^ That it was not his defign, 
by the immediately foregoing affertion, to affirm, 
that the fole caufe of that infinite difference which 
(hali fubfiftto eternity between the ftate of one man 
and of another, equally guilty and alike mifeKibIe„ 
confidcred in themfelve&j was the fovereign plea^ 
fure of God. No ; he is far from giving any fu^^h 
iint^ but immediately recurs to xb&fupreme dorni* 
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wihn of Him who formed the univerfe, as a confi- 
deratk>n of fufficicnt importance, and fufTiciently 
clear, to eftabliih the point. So far from fofteuing 
his former aflertionsjhowcverharfh they might fcem, 
that he at once confirms the truth he aiTcrtcd, and 
iliuftrates the propriety of his language.- -In doing 
of which he fuggefts, thaf the obje£lion, liorrid as 
it is, cannot have the leaft force, or pertinency of 
application, except it were proved that the Majefly 
of heaven had not an abfolute right to difpcnie his 
favours juft as he pleafes. But this the refolute 
aflerter of Jehovah's honour was not willing to 
-grant. This he could by no means allow, without 
denying the God that // above. He, therefore, boldly 
repels the confidence of the proud objcclor, by a 
ftrong exclamation, an^ a mortifying query. Na\, 
but J O man ! tuho art thou that repiiejl ogainjl God? 
Shall a worm of the earth, an infeft, an atom, ar- 
raign his condu£l who 13 Lord of the univerfe, and 
pronounce it unrighteous? Shall impotence and 
duft fly in the face of Omnipotence ? Shall cor- 
ruption and guilt prefcribe rules of equity, by which 
the Moft Holy (Iiall regulate his behaviour toward 
the rebellious fubjcfts of his boundlds empire ? 
Far be it I Wo to him that Jiriveih with his Maker ! 
Let the potjherd JJrive ^uith the potjherds of the earth; 
but let not the defpicable fragment prefume to make 
. war upon Heaven ; left divine wrath, like a devour* 

r ing fire^ break out and cpnfume it. 

The zealous and cautious difputant, having fc- 

' verely rebuked the oppofer's folly and arrogance, 

, * proceeds to confirm his afTertion, and to illuftratc 
the momentous truth by a familiar inilance, and by 
appealing to the common fcnfe of mankind. Zhall 

\ the thiiw formed fav to him that formed it ; IVh J 

.^- ^V E M I 
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haji thou made me thus ? For example : Hath not 
the potter power over the clay^ oj the fame lump ia 
mate one veffel to honour^ and another to difhonour ? 
none can deny it. Is this power aJlowed, by the 
common confent of mankind, to belong to the 
meaneft artificer; and (hall it be denied to him 
who is the Former of all things ? Such a denial 
would be a monftrous compound of abfurdity and 
blafphemy. — ^Tbc apoftle now proceeds to apply his 
illuftration. What if Gody ivilling tofhoiv his nvrath 
and to make his power known^ having endured with 
much longfuffering the vejfels of wrath fitted for de* 
^ruEtion^ by their own rebellion againft him, (hould, 
in the end, pour out his vengeance upon them ; 
who fhall dare to pronounce his conduft unrighte- 
ous ? Andy what if the fame fovereign Being, that 
he might make known the riches of his glory on the 
vejfels of merely which he had afore prepared unto 
gtoryy determined to manifeft infinite love in their 
complete deliverance from deferved deftrudiion^ 
who has a right to complain ? Shall the eye of any 
be evil, becaufe their offended Maker is good ? Has 
he not an eternal right to do what he will with his 
own ? Or, is he a debtor to any of his creatures ? 
if fo, they (hall be fully recompenfed* — Shall every 
petty fovereign, in the kingdoms of this world, be 
allowed tg choofe his own favourites ; and, in cer- 
tain cafesi to manifeft his clemency to fome delin- 
quents, while he leaves others to fuffer the defert 
of their crimes, without being fubjeft to the con- 
troul of hia^eaneft fubjects in die performance of 
thofe fovereign afts? and fhajl HE who rules over 
all be denied the exercife of his fupreme, roj'al pre- 
rogative ? Abfurd, in fuppofition I impolfible, in 
fad ! — But though God beftow^ his favour on 

whom 
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trliom he pleafcs, yet, as he. is an infinitely wife 
agent, he muft always have the higheft reafon for 
what he does. Divine fovereignty, therefore, muft 
not be confidered as a blind partiality, or a diclate 
of mere 'toill without wifdom ; but as the exercife 
of an all-comprehenfive underllanding, and of a will 
that is inflexibly right, ordering all the alFairs.of 
Jehovah*s vaft empire for the manifeftation of his 
own glorious attributes. To conceive of a fove- 
reign decree, as detached from wifdom and recti- 
tude, is to pifture to ourfelves the condudl of a 
Turkifh defpot ; not the appointment of Him that 
governs the world. 

The love of God to his offending creatures muft 
be conGdered, in the whole of its exercife, as under 
the direfiion of hi« divine under (landing : and as 
his boundlefs intelligence comprehends all poiTibi- 
Uties, his love muft be confummately wife in all its 
operations. The fupreme perfe6lion of Jehovah's 
nature forbids our fuppofing, that he can decree 
without wifdom, any more than govern without 
reftitude, or punifli without juilice. Hence the 
apoftle, when difcourflng on that profound fubjecl, 
eternal prcdeftination, concludes thus; 0, the depths! 
—of what ? An arbitrary will, or an abfolute fo- 
vereignty, detached from wifdom ? far from it. But 
cfthe riches^ hoth of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! — To refolvc thofe eternal decrofs, which 
conftitute the great plan of Providence', into the 
divine will, detached from divine wifdom \ is nei- 
ther the doflrine of Scripture, nor agreeable ta 
found reafon — is to reprefent the f^p»eme Lord 
under the notion of an Eaftern tyrant, rather thau 
'to give an idea of GOD^ only wise. 

x4 
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If, then, we cohfidcr the Almighty as choofing'* 
any of the fallen race to life and happincfs, we be- 
hold him exercifing the mercy of a compaffionate Far- 
ther ^ to his miferable offspring. But if we confider 
him as choofmg this perfon rather than that, when 
both were equally wretched ; we view him as veft- 
ed with the character of a fovereign Lordy and as 
the fole proprietor of his own favours. If, there- 
fore, the cjueftion be afked ; Why any were chofen 
to -falvation, when all deferyed to perifh ? The an- 
fwer is ; Bccaufe our Maker is merciful. But if it 
be further afked ; Why Paul, for inflance, was cho- 
fen rather than Judas ? The anfwer is ; Becaufe he 
is Lord of all, and has an indifputable right to do 
what he will with his own. — But if this anfwer will 
not fatisfy the curious enquirer, he is dircfted by 
the Spirit of infpiration to alk the potter, what was 
the reafon of his Vfery different procedure with the 
fame lump of clay \ and why he formed the vefTels 
into which it was wrought, for fuch different and 
oppofite ufes ? The artificer will readily anfwer, as 
direfted by common fenfe ; « Not any thing in the 

* clay itfelf ; but my own deliberate and free choice. 

* For it was of the fame kind, and poflefl'ed the fame 
« qualities, throughout the whole mafs : nor could 
< one part didl^te how it would be formed, or for 

* what ufes, any more than another.* Thus the 
moll ignorant potter, without hefitation, would af- 
f^rt a kind of fovereignty over his clay. And are 
not mankind in the hand of God, as clay in the 
hand of the potter ? Or, (hall Jehovah's fovereign- 
ty over his offending creatures, be inferior to that 
of a puny mortal over pafTive matter ? Reafon and 
revelation forbid the thought.— In elefl ion, there- 
fore, we have a ftriking difplay of divine grace in 

its 
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its utmoft freenefs; and of God*s dominion in its 
higheft fovereignty. Of the fbrmcr, toward the vef- 
fels of mercy 5 of the latter, toward all mankind. 
That, we behold with admiration and joy ; this, 
we revere in filence: 'well remembering who it li 
that fays ; Be still, and know that I am GOD. 

Having fliown, in the preceding paragraphs, that 
deQion is an a£l of fovcreign grace ; I now pro- 
ceed to confider the great end which the fupreme 
Lord intended by it. The ultimate end is his own 
eternal glory ; and, fubordinate to it, die complete 
happinefs of all his people. The glory of the fu- 
|)reme Being is, as before obferved, the final caufe 
of all the eternal counfels, and of all divine opera- 
tions J efpecially of thofc which refpeft the falva- 
tioa of finners. They were all defigned for the 
praise of his glorious grace. 

Too ready we arc to imagine, that the purpofe 
and pleafure of God terminate in the happinefs of 
thofe that are chofen, and in the mifery of thofe 
rejefted ; as though the eternal felicity, and the 
cverlafting torment of finful creatures, were the 
final caufe of the divine decree. But this is a great 
miftake, and rcprcfents the doftrine of predelli na- 
tion in a very falfe, as well as unfavourable light. 
For as it virould be pregnant with blafphemy to uip- 
pofe, that He who is fupremely bleffed and fu- 
premely good, fhoultf take delight in tlie infinite 
mifery of a rational being, without reference to a 
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further and nobler end * ; fo we cannot conceive, 
on any principles of reafon, or of fcripture, that 
fce fliould propofe any thing (hort of his own glory 
in the wonderful oeconomy of huirian falvation. For 
as it would be highly injurious to the divine cha- 
r.after to fuppofe, that the mifery of apoftate crea- 
tures in the ultimate end at which the eternal So- 
vereign aims, in the damnationof thofe who perifli ; 
or that any thing ihort of his own glory, in the dif- 
plays of his fpotlefs purity and inflexible juftice, 
was the end which he had in view : fo it would be 
greatly unworthy of his infinite wifdom and bound- 
lefs perfection for us to imagine, that the glory of 
his own grace, and the everlafting honour of all his 
adorable excellencies, were not his fupreme dcfign 
in the fre^ ele£lion and complete felicity of all his 
people. Does he execute vengeance on any of the 
works of his hands ? it is to demon ftrate the infir 
nite oppofition of all his perfe£lions to moral evil, 
and for the honour of his eternal juftice, as a righte- 
ous Governor. Does He fpare any of the rebel- 
lious fubjefts of his vaft dominions, and fave them 
from the death they deferved ? it is to difplay his 
mercy, in connexion with truth and righteoufncfs, 
and for the^lory of all his unchangeable attributes. 
We may therefore conclude with Paul, that the 
great end of election, and of all its confequent blef- 

* It is indeed fa id, I <unll laugh at your calamity; I will 
mod lohen your fear cometh. But then, as the learned Vi- 
TRiNGA obferves; * Quod de Deo anthropopathos didlum pru- 

• denter intellig; debet; non vere, acfiexitium hominis raiferi, 

• ct ftultitia fiia voluntaria pereuntis, Deo deie<ftationem ad- 

• forat ; fed quod mala, quae graviliimi peccatores juile perfe- 

• runt, raaxime conveniant rationibus Di\in3e juftitiae, in cujus 

• exercitio T)eus acquiefcit, et fibi plccet.' Conmient* ad Can-' 
ticum Mojis, p. 133- 
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£ngs, IS no ether than to make Inown the riches 
OF god's glory on the 'jejfels of mercy. 

As the eternal glory of God, in the confummatc 
happinefs of all his chofen, is the exalted end of 
the decree of eleftion ; fo the means appointed 10 
accompliih the wonderful defign, are equally wor- 
thy of infinite wifdom. They arefuch asproclaim> 
the jujl God and the Savioiir ; . fuch as demand the 
teftimony of confcience, that the Lord is holy in all 
his luays, and righteous in all his works. — The prin- 
cipal of thefe means undoubtedly are, the incarna- 
tion of the eternal Son, and his divine mediation \ 
the fand:ificattoiv of the Spirit, and belief of the 
truth* For thus we read : God hath appointed us to 
obtain falvation by our Lord Jefus Chrijl — He hath 
chofen you to falvation^ through fanElification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth, — Redemption by the 
blood of Jefus, and fan£lification by the Spirit of 
God, are equally neceffary to accomplifh the great 
defign. For as there is no remiffion ivithout Jhed- 
ding of blood ; fo, without holinefs, no man fb all fee 
the Lord. As none Ihall be condemned to final 
pei'dition, but thofe who did fuch things as were 
worthy of death ; fo none fliall enjoy the inheritance 
of glory, but thofe whom impartial juftice fliall en- 
tirely acquit, and immaculate holinefs completely 
approve- And as none of the damned .ihall ever 

. be able to aflign any other xaufe of therf infinite 
punifliment, but .hat fin which they freely commit- 
ted 5 fo all the ele£l fliall afcribe their falvation, to 
the grace of God and the .wor!v of Immanuel.— 
We may therefore conclude^ that though Chrift and 
his mediation vi^ere^not the caufe pf ckfticn ; yet 
his obedience and death were the grand means ap- 

'pointed for thc' execution of that gracious jpurpofe. 

. - -^ .. ' . • Anci 
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And though the Almighty chofe no man to glory, 
becaufc of his future faith 'and obedience, yet pro- 
vifion was made, in the fovereign decree, for the 
fanftification of all its objefls, prior to their enjoy- 
ment of bleflednefs. ^ 

The purpofe of God in cleflion is immutable y and - 
infallibly conneEled with the eternal felicity of all its 
obje£ls. That this decree is unchangeable, appears 
from the immutability of the divine purpofes in ge- 
neral. For there is the fame reafon that the ap- 
pointment of God, in the. choice of his people, 
ihould unchangeably (land, as there is for any odier 
of his eternal defigns : and that immutability is 
ftamped upon the divine decrees in general, the 
fcriptures abundantly (how. Thus it is written : 
The Lord of hojts hath purpofedi and who Jball difan^ 
tiul it ? — My counfel Jhall Jiand^ and 1 will do all 
my pleafure — He is in one mindy dnd who can turn 
Him ?and what his foul defirethy even that He doth 
•—To Jbow unto the heirs of promife the immutability 
of his counfel — WToo hath rejijled his will? — That 
the purpofe of God according to el e 51 ion might fl and — 
With whom is no variablenefs^ neither Jhadow of 
turning,* 

Nor can we fuppofe that God (hould reverfc 
his decrees, or alter his purpofes, without impeach- 
ing, eith^j his omnrfcienc#, as though he did not. 
forefee the events that would happen ; or his power, 
as if he were not able to execute his own defigns : 
neither of which can poffibly attend that infinite 
Bein^ whofe will is fate, and whofe word is the 
bafis of the uriiverfe. — If God were to change his 
mind, it muft be either for the better or for the 

* Ifa. xiv. 27. and xlvi. xo. Job xxiii. 13. H^b. vi. ly.Rom* 
£x. II, ip. James i, 17. 
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tsrorfe. If for the better, he was not perfeftly wife 
in his former purpofe. If for the worfe, he is not 
wife in his prefent refolve; For there can be no 
alteration without a tacit refleClion, cither on the 
pad, or on the ptefent determination. If a man 
change his refolution, hfe is appi-ehetifive of fome 
defe^ in his former purpofe, which moves him to 
fuch a change t and this muft arife, cither from a 
want of capacity to fordee, or from not duly con-» 
fidering the objeft of his counfel. But neither of 
thcfe can be fuppofed of Him who is fuprcmely 
wife, without denying his Deityl A change of 
purpofe may, indeed, be an a£b or wifdom in the - 
rational creature ; but it fuppofes foUsji; jjn his form* 
er condu£V, which is inconfiftent wi^i t^^ftrmmate 
perfeflion. — The only wife Godhz^ no occaiion for 
fecond thoughts. As he is wife to pcrfcflion, he 
fees no caufe of revcrfing his purpofes. As he is 
boundleis in power, he is fubjcd to no conttoul irt 
executing his will, of iti making his people partakers 
of thofe bleffings he defigned for them. To fup- 
pofe, therefore, that any who were chofcn to eternal 
glory (hould finally fail of enjoying It, is an imagi- 
nation abfutdly impious ; as it fug^efts a charge of 
ptilpable irtipcrfcQion againft JehOVAH, and would 
make him altogether fuch an one as ourfelves. 

That eleftion is infallibly conncftcd with eter- 
nal happinefs, appears from the following remark- 
able paflage. Whom He did predejlinate^ them he alfo 
called ; and nvhom he called y them he alfo jujiified ; and 
Hvhom he juftijiedy them he alfo glorified. What f}) nil 
nve then fay to thefe thtngi ? — If God he for usy 
nvho can be againfi us ? If the purpofe of God in 
cleflion be not immutable ; or if the objects of it 
might poffibly fail of the. glorious end ; there would 

be 
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teal hplinefs, and on their enjoyment of fubftantial 
peace. Could it be proved, that it has no influence 
on thefe, we might venture, without hefitation, to 
renounce it as an error, and to abhor it as an ene- 
my. For that is no part of evangelical truth, which, 
in its genuine tendency, is not adapted to promote 
the happinefs of real chriftians, and to advance the 
interefts of true holinefs. This, however, is not 
the cafe with the doSrine under confideration. For 
a frequent and devout meditation upon it, by thofe 
who are taught from above, and who view it in its 
proper connexions 5 is evidently calculated, to hum-v 
ble their fouls in the duft before the eternal Sove* 
reign j to cnflame their hearts with love to his ador- 
able name ; and to excite their gratitude for bene- 
fits received and bleffings cxpedled. Confequent- 
ly, their holinefs and comfort muft be advanced by 
it : for humility, love, and gratitude, are the vitals 
of real religion. As thefe abound in the heart,our 
fpiritual joys are increafed, and our Maker is glori-- 
fied. As thefe abate, we lofe the favour of divine 
i thi\igs, and the interefts of religion decline. Where 

thefe have no exiftence, the moft cxtenfive round 
^ of duties, the moft coftly and (hining performances, 

j are of no efteem in the fight of God. 

This dodlrine is adapted to promote genuine hu'* 

j fniliiy. For it ihows that all mankind, in their na- 

j' tural ftate, are equally obnoxious to wrath and cx- 

[ pofed to ruin"; and, exclufive of that grace which 

I appears and reigns in ele£lion, that their conditioii 

I is abfolutely dcfperate. It allows not the le aft liber-i 

ty for any of the fons of men to claim fupcrior 

worth, or to glory over their fellows. When fclf- 

admiring thoughts arife in the chriftlan's brqaft, it 

f ftops them fliort with the needful and (harp rebuke ; 

I Wh9 
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he no certain connc£Hon between the fcveral bleC- 
fings that are here mentioned. On fuch a fuppofi-«^ 
tion, to argue, as the apoftle doeSj from the paft 
cleftion of any perfons, to their future glorification^ 
would be exceedingly weak, and the inference a 
grofa inconfequence. Nor would there have been 
any propriety in his joyful exclamation ; What Jbail 
njue then fay to thefe tbingi ? nor any folid foundation 
for this bold conclufion \ If God pefor us^ nvho can 
he agalnfi us f For, admitting that God«inay pof&« 
bly change his purpofe ; or, that bis decree may 
prove weak and ineffeftual, fo that in any inftance 
the event defigned by it may not be produced j 
there was but little reafon for Paul thus to exclaim 
admiration and joy, or with confidence thus to con- 
clude upon his everlafting happinefs, from the coii- 
fidcrationof God's ele£ling love. To impute fuch un- 
meaning and inconclufive argumentation to him^ 
would bp an high reflection upon him, as Gamiliel*s 
pupil \ would be abfolutely inconfiflent with his 
more exalted character, as an amanuenfis to the 
Spirit of wifdom. We may therefore fafely con- 
clude, that eleftion to future happpinefs, and the 
certain enjoyment of it, cannot be Separated. For, 
^hom he did predeJUnate-^ them He afo glorified^ . 

Having confidered this important truth under the 
feveral foregoing views, I fliall now proceed to fhow 
that it is a doBrine according ia godlinefs s and that 
it is nobly adapted to promote the holinefs and com- 
fort of true chriftians. As an article of that faith 
which was once delivered to the faints ; as an in- 
fallible truth of the gofpel, its tendency muft be fa- 
lutary, its influence muft be fanftifying, on all who 
cordially embrace it. Such will ever find, that it 
wears the moft friendly afpeft on their progrefs in 

real 
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teal hoKnefs, and on their enjoyment of. fubftantial 
peace. Could it be proTed^ that it has no influence 
on thefe, we might venture, without hcfitation) to 
renounce it as an error, and to abhor it as an ene- 
my. For that is no part of evangelical truth, which, 
in its genuine tendency, is not adapted to promote 
the happinefs of real chriftians, and to advance the 
intcrells of true hoiinefs. This, however, is not 
the cafe with the doftrine under coufideration. For 
a frequent and devout meditation upon it, by thofe 
^ho arc taught from above, and who view it in its 
proper connexions ; is evidently calculated, to hum-- 
Die their fouls in the duft before the eternal Sovc* 
reign 5 to enflame their hearts with love to his ador- 
able name j and to excite their gratitude for bene- 
fits received and bleffings expected. Confequent- 
ly, their hoiinefs and comfort mull be advanced by 
it : for humility, love, and gratitude, are the vitals 
of real religion. As thefe abound in the heart,our 
fpiritual joys are increafed, and our Maker is glori-- 
fied. As thefe abate, we lofe the favour of divine 
thi\igs, and the interefts of religion decline. Wliere 
thefe have no exiilence, the moft cxtenfivc round 
of duties, the moft coftly and (hining performances, 
are of no efteem in the fight of God. 

This doctrine is adapted to promote genuine hu-* 
mility. For it fliows that all mankind, in their na- 
tural (late, are equally obnoxious to wrath and ex- 
pofed ^to ruin"; and, exclufive of that grace which 
appears and reigns in election, that their conditioii 
is ahfolutely dcfperate. It allows not the leail liber-* 
ty for any of the fons of men to claim fupcrior 
worth, or to glory over their fellows. When fclf- 
admiring thoughts arife in the chriftian's brqall, it 
ftops them ftiort with the needful and (harp rebuke ; 
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Who makith thee to differ ? and what hajl thou t^ • 
thou didft not receive ? Now if thou did/l receive it, 
H»hy dofi thou glory as if thou hadfl not received it T 
Thgfe, therefore, who are the favoured objects of 
diftinguifhing love, and who look for falvation by 
it ; difcovering that their perfons are alike finful 
and their ftate equally wretchedjConGdered in them- 
felvesy as the perfons or ftate of thofe that finally 
perifh \ cannot according to the genius of this doc-f 
trinpi but lie low in humility before God. Being 
fMlly convinced that the eternal choice of their per- 
fons was not on account of the leaft pofTible dif-v 
ference between thcmfelves and others \ and that 
the whole re^fon of their hope centers in that grace 
which might have been manifefted to others, had 
the great Sovereign fo determined ; they are at all 
times free to acknowledge, that the chief of finncrs| 
and the moft worthlefs obje£ls, are their proper 
charafters, The influence of this humbling truth 
they feel in their confciences, and their ardent de-i» 
fire i^ to exprefs it in their lives. 

Let us attend the believer in his fecret retire-, 
ments : let us behold him on his bended knee, and 
hear him pouring out his fout to God. In his in- 
tercourfe virlth Heaven, at the throne of grace, his 
language will be to the following impprt. * Thou 

* Gr^at Supreme, who art glorious in holinefs, 
« and the infinite Sovereign of all worlds; who 
« humbleft thyfelf to behold the things that are in 
« the higheft heavens j whofe condefccnfion is un,. 

• fpe^kably great, in deigning tp regard the perfons 

• or feryices of tht moft hojy and exalted creatures ; 
< didft thou confider me in my low eftate, as a fal« 
« len creature and a miferable finner ? Did thy 

* everlaftlng love fix oo me as its objeft^ when I 

might. 
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might, with the grcateft equity, have been marked' 
out as a vidim for eternal juftice ? Is not my per- 
fon polutedj and my ftate by nature damnable ? 
Was not my original depravity as great, and arc: 
not my a£iual tranfgrefDons as numerous, as any 
which can be found among the apoftate fons of 
Adam ? And haft thou determined to make me an 
cverlafting monument of fparing mercy, while 
millions are left to fufier the awful defcrt of their 
crimes ?«^Notfaiiig in me couldft thou behold, 
but a ihocking compound of impurity and folly, 
of guilt and wretchedaefs. Nothing in my con- 
du£^ couldft thou forefee, but what was adapted 
to provoke thy abhorrence, rather than to obtain 
thy regard. O, thou majeftic Being ! why fuch 
mercy to a hardened rebel ? why fuch love to an 
inveterate enemy ? Obliged I am, in tlv: court of 
confciehce, to plead guilty to the complicated 
charge which thy own righteous law exhibits a- 
gainft me. Motive, or caufe, of thy tender re- 
gards, I can find none in myfelf. Thy own fo- 
vereign will, thy own free pleafure •, thefe are the 
only caufe why mercy is manifefted to me, of Tin- 
ners the vileft. For (hould a wretch who is now 
"in hell advance a claim on thy favour, grounded 
on his own worthineft, I muft acknowledge it as 
well founded as any to which I can pretend.—-. 
Pride ! thou moft deteftable of all tempers, for- 
ever depart from my breaft ! HumUity / thou fair^ 
eft flower of heavenly origin, thou brighteft or- 
nament of the chriftian charatter ; be thou my 
conllant companion, be thou the livery in which 
I (hall always appear ! Shall a mifcreant, who 
might have been juftly doomed to damnation i ' 
fbaU a worthlefs worm, that is beholden to graec 
F ' for 
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for his all, entertain afpiring thoughts, or aflert 
his own importance ? as well might Lucifer him- 
felf challenge a feat in paradife.—O, my God ! 
let me but view thy cledling love in all its frec- 
nefs, andtliy diilinguifhing favour in all its fovc- 
reignty, and I (hall be truly humble. Then fliall 
my foul lie low in the duft, and reigning grace 
(liall have the glory of all my' falvation. What- 
ever blcflings I now poiTefs, whatever enjoyments 
I hereafter expcdl, I freely acknowledge the un- 
rivalled honour belongs to Thee.* 
Nor is the do£l:rine maintained lefs adapted to in- 
flame the heart with facred love. Love is of God : 
he^ therefore^ whe dwells in love^ dioeUs in Gody and 
God in him. ^Didft Thou, who needed not the 
fervices of angels 5 who art infinitely perfe£l and 
infinitely happy in thy own eternal Self, will the 
eleft and regenerate foul fay— didft thou enter- 
tain tlioughts of love toward mc, before the foun- 
dations of the world were laid ? Did thy purpo- 
. fes of comm^unicating blifs terminate on a worm 
fo mean, on a wretch fo vile ? How precious are 
thy thoughts unto me^ God ! how great is thefum 
of them J — Didft Thou record my worthlefs. name- 
in the book of life, and conftitutc me a member 
of that myftical body of which Chrift is the head? 
Were my perfon and all my immortal interefts 
.. configned over| by an irrevcrfiblc grant, into the 
hands of thy only Son^ as the appointed Media- 
. tor in order to fecure my eternal happinefs beyond 
the poflibility of a failure ? Didft thou, my God, 
in the original plan of falvation, provide for the* 
honour of thy juftice, as well as the glory of thy 
grace, by appointing a Surety to perform the obe, 
dience to whiph I am^ bound, as a creature ; TOid 

^ « t<> 
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to fuffer the punifliment that I defervc, as a cri- 
minal ? And, in order to efFe£l the amazing de- 
fign, didft Thou determine, before I had a being 
or time commenced, to deliver up the Son ctf 
thy love, clothed in humanity, to the ftroke of 
incenfedjuftice, and to the execrable death of 
the crofs i and all ^is to refcue and fave, to en- 
noble and digntf]r*^what i be afloniibed, O ye 
heavens, at this !— *a rebeUi<ms taorm^ a defpkahle 
infeB ? elated with pride, and replete with enmity 
againft Thee, thou Grcateft and Beft of beings ! 
Stupendttous goodaeCs I Marvellous grace ! O, 
my God I was I the objed of thy eternal choice, 
wfaei^ viewed by omnifcience as fallen under guilt, . 
and funk in ruin ; loathfomeas the dunghill, and 
abhorrent as heti ? and ihall not my beft affec- 
tions and warmeft iove be devoted to I'hee ? 
Didft Thou number me among the cbjefts of 
grace, when thou mighteft with honour to thy 
ccowtt and digaity, as a righteous Governor, have 
cbt^figiaed n*e over to cndlefs perdition \ and fhall 
not my heart flame with love to thy adorable 
.name r Didft Thou love and chocfe mc, when 
deformed and filthy, pofl'efied of difpofitions partly 
brutalyand partly diabolicol f Art thou infinitely a-- 
miable in all thy perfeft ion s,and completely righte- 
ous in all thy ways, and Ihall not my very foul love 
and adore Thee ? Haft Thou, of thy mere grace, 
diilinguiikcid me as an objedl of thy complacent! al 
regards \ and (bait not Thou be the objecl of my 
warmeft pafhons and moft intenfc dcfires ? Yes, 
blefibd Lord ! Come, poflefs my heart and fway 
myafleftions I Thine they are, and thine, through 
grace, tiey ihall ever be. Depart from mc, ye 
riyab of my God ! Ye idols of uuregenerate hearia, 
.- ' , < pleafure 
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« pleafurc, wealthi {^omp, and power, get yott 

« hence ! Addrefs me no more with your foft folx- 

.< citations \ entice me no more with your gilded 

< baits. Jehotah has condefcended to take me for 

< his own : I choofe him for my portion, I love 

< him as my a!K' 
A devout confiderationof thismomentuotts truth, 

. is alfo a noble incentive to grtaitude* Gratitude is 
a delightful difpoGtion, and an amiable temper. 
^ It bums in heavenly bofcnns, tones the harps of ce« 

\ leftial choirs, and gives the fweeteft «:cettt to all^ 

I their fongs. Love to the infinitely amiable God, ' 

and gratitude to him for his boundiefs beneficence $ 
j thefe enter into the efience of aU religion ; dbefe. 

' are the very life and foul of all intelleSual haf^l* 
nefs. In proportion^ thereforci as thefe are promo- 
ted, the holinefs and comfort of mankind are ^d* 
vanced. That an intereil in the elefkion of grace, 
and a fenfe of it warm on the heart, are a power* 
ful incentive to the moft generous gratitude, we 
may boldly aflert, as we have an audiority ll^hich 
, none can difpute. Paul, we find, when contem- 
plating the riches of grace in eternal ele£^ion, breaks 
out in the following language. Bleffkd be the God 
and Father qf our Lord Jefns Chrift^ i^ho hath hief" 
fed us with allfpiritual hleffin^s in heavenly places in 
Chrifi i ACCORDING AS He HATH CHOSEN US IN 

Him, befoke the foundation of the worlp. 
Again : We are bound to give thanks ahvay to God 
fQr youy brethren, beloved of the Lord ; because 
God hath from the beginning chosen vou 
to salvation. Such are thofe grateful acknow* 
ledgements the apoftle makes, on the behalf of 
himfelf and his brethren, to the Author of all good, 
m reference to their election: and fimilar will he 

the 
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the fcntiments of gratitude in every regenerate heart, 
in proportion as this important trutli is. known and 
experienced. 

Let us once more liften to the devout addrefles 

and humble acknowledgments of the believer, when 

bending the fuppliant knee before his Father. < O 

Thou, that. art infinitely exalted above all bleffing 

and praife \ what (hall I render to Thee for all thy 

benefits ? Haft Thou my Father, and Thou my 

God, chofen me toholinefs, chofen mc to eternal 

life, and that of thy mere grace \ and (liall not thy 

•glory be the end of all my a£lions, while I poflcfs 

cither breath or being ? Didft Thou enter into an 

everlafting covenant with the Son of thy love, to 

fave me fron) final ruin and bring me to immortal 

blifs ; and (ball not I freely engage witli hand and 

heart to be thine for ever i Thine I am, by right 

of creation 4 thine I am, by cleding love; and 

thine I would eternally be, in the performance of 

every duty, and in the cxercife of all my powers. 

Were the treafures of infinite wifdom difplayed 

in contriving the way, and in appointing the ne- 

ceflary means for my complete felicity ; were the 

ftores of unbounded mercy and the riches of Jave-^ 

rdgn grace, laid open in the eternal counfels of 

peace on my behalf; and fliall not my life, my 

foul, my everlafting all, that are faved at fuch an 

expence, be devoted to Thee ? Bind me, O blef- 

k6i God ! for ever bind me.to thyfelf, with the de-« 

lightful cords of love \ that I may never defcrt thy 

fervice, that I may never diftionour thy name. 

Dr/bdfiourTHEK'i painful thought! May I ever 

chooiie 00 die a thoufand deaths, rather than a£l » 

part fo difingenuous. Haft thou chofen me out 

of the world i didft thou pity and fpare mygu.l- 

F2 Uf 
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« ty foul, while numbers were left in thdr periiliing 

< Itate ; and, donotreafonandconfciencc, donot all 

< the fentiments of honour and gartitudeof which the 
« human heart is fufceptible^ confpirc with divine re- 

* vdation to (how, that I am laid under infinite obli- 

* gat 10113 to admire t.hy goodnefs, and continually to 

< fpeak thy praifc ? Such an cverlafting and inunenfe 

* diftinaion as Thou haft made incleS;ion, between 

< creatures equally deferving of puniflimcnt, chalien-^ 

< ges,from the objefts of difcriminating love, all pof- 

* ble thankfulnefs. Lord,here I am thy devoted fer- 

* vaiit ! To love and adore thy pcrfeftions, to know 

* and perform thy will, be all ray delight and all nvf 

< employ. I bow before Thee, and acknowledge my- 

< felf entirely thine. I give my felf entirely to thy dif- 

* pofal, as my only and fovcreign Lord. As unform- 
« ed clay in the hand of the potter, to be moulded 

< and faihioned according to thy own will, I commit 
« myfelf and all my concerns to Thee/ — Such is the 
talutary tendency of this doSrine, and fucK the lan- 
guage of all that are truly acquainted withit^in pro^ 
portion as faith is in cxercife. 

But, however comfortable this truth may be, to 
fuch as are perfuaded of their intereft in the love of 
God ; . is it not adapted to difcourage the enquiring 
foul, and to overwhelm the awakened finner with 
defponding fears ? Does it not adminifter abundant 
occafion for the anxious mind thus to refleO: ? * I 
« know not whether Chrift and his falvation htfree 
« for mc» If I be not of the number of God's ele^a, 
« I have evidently no intereft in him, nor ki any 
« thing that he has done. Confequently, how much 
« focver I may dcfire to believe and be faved by him, 

< I never fliall, if not ordained to eternal life ' — 
This objeftioDy however plaufible it, may ieem> or 

^* * however 
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howevex much the confcience of an awakened finner 
may be harraiTed bv it, is weak and impertinent. It 
fuppofes that a perlon muft know the divine appoint- 
ment concerning him ; that he muft, as rt were, pe- 
rufe the eternal roll of God's decrees, and read his 
name in the book of life, before he can upon folid 
grounds apply to Chrift for falvation. But this is a 
grand miftake. 

Let me illuftrate the point. When food is pre-» 
Cented to a perfon pinched with hunger, would it be 
wife, would it he rational for him to hefitate about 
the propriety of ufing it, becaufe he docftnot know 
V whether his Maker has appointed that he fhall be 
nourifhed. by it ? though at the fame time he well 
remembers, that man does not five by bread aione, but 
by every word which proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God : and dierefore fuppofmg he eat it, without the 
concurrence of Providence it will be of no fervice to 
him. Would he not rather fay ; * Meat was made 
< for the ufe of man : I feel my need : I unll endea- 
« vour to ufc it, therefore, as the appointed mean of 
« fatisfying my craving appetite, and of fupporting 
^ my animal frame ?' — Now Chrift is the bread of 
Kfe, and the food of our fouls* This heavenly food 
was provided by grace^ is exhibited in the gofpel, 
and freely prefented to all that hunger, without any 
exception^ What, then, has the awakened finner to 
do, but, as the Lord fliall enable him, to t^ke, and 
cat, and live for ever ? It is very evident, thjit he has 
no buiinefs to enquire about any further right to par-« 
take ; fince' it was not provided for finners, nor can 
be of ufe to them, under any other charadler, or con. 
£dered in any other light, than that of miferable 
obje£ks who zi^Jlarving for want of fpiritual food* 

According to this do£lrine> complete provifion ig 

mado 
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made for the certain falvation of every' finoer, how- 
ever unworthy, who feels his M^ant and applies to 
Clirift. The gofpel is not preached to dnners* nor 
are they encouraged to believe in Jefus, under the 
formal notion of their being ele£led. No : thefc ti- 
dings of heavenly mercy are addreffed to finners, 
confidered as ready to perlfh ; and all the bleffings 
of grace are difplayed for their immediate relief, as 
convinced that fuch are their ftate and charafter* 
All, without any exception of perfons> or any re- 
gard to worthinefs, who apprehend their danger 
and feel t^ir want ; are invited by the Lord Re- 
deemer to a participation of fpiritual blefiings, pre- 
vious to any enquiries about their eIe£tion, that be- 
ing a following confideration. The order ellabliflied 
in the oeconomy of grace^ and in reference to this 
affair, does not require perifliing finners to prove 
their elef^ion before they are permitted, or have 
any encouragement to truft In Chrift for complete 
deliverance : but, feeing their ftate, they have all 
the encouragement which the word of Jehovah can 
give, without hefitation to rely on the Saviour ; and 
all the afiurance which the oath of God can impart, 
that in fo doing they ftiall obtain pardon for their 
fins ^ and peace for their confcienccs \ a freedom 
from wrath, and the enjoyment of glory. Thefe 
things are evident from the tenour of divine revela- 
tion \ and to concieve otherwife, proceeds on a 
miftake of the dodrine, and is followed by an abufe 
of the truth. Confequently, it adminifters no real 
occafion of difcouragement or fear, to the enquiring 
foul or the fenfible. finn^--T-to none of the human 
race, in whofe efteem a Saviour from the guilt and 
power of fin would be precious or ^welcome. As 
K) tbofe who are dead m fin and unconcerned about 

their 
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tfc^ir fouls,' ©T that have an high opinion of their 
own righteoufnefs j the Redeemer with aU his glo- 
ry, and the gofpel with all its blefTmes are defpifed 
by them, fo that they muft be out of the queftion. 
But may it not be inferred, * That this doftrinc 

* is calculated to countenance fpiritual iloth, and' to 

< encourage licentious pradices^ in thofe who con« 

< dude that they are in the number of the favoured 

* few ?* — ^That none who arc fo perfuadcd will find 
themielves deceived in their expe^ations, I daro not 
aSert. I will not therefore affirm, that there txt 
no inftanced of ^etfoni prof ejing tm believe the evan* 
eelical do£krine, and pretending to an intereil in the 
heavenly blefling \ who do not abufe the former, 
and who may not fall infinitely (hort of the latter. 
But this I will boldly affirm, that whoever, from 
Xuch a perfuafion, encourages himfelf in fpiritual 
floth, or licentious praftices, is guilty of bafely abu> 
fing the do£lrin« of grace, which, in its own naturCf 
has a diredly contrary tendency ; and marks himfelf 

,. out as a vcflel of eternal wrath, rather than an ob- 
jcdl of fovereign mercy. 

Nor can this objeftion have any force, except it 
were proved j That the infinitely wife God has ap- 
pointed the endy but entirely forgotten the means 
which are neceflary to attain and enjoy it. A fup- 
pofition this, highly unworthy of his charafter, and 
contrary to Bis exprefs declaration^. For though the 
eternal Sovereign had no refpcft, in the choice of 
his people, to any thing in them that was worthy of 
his regard; or to any good M'orks forefeen ; yet his 
profefled defign in their eleftionwas, that they might 
he holy and without blame before him in love. This be- 
ing the defign of God refpcfting bis chofen, it would 
be ftrange indeed, ftrange to a wonder, if. tlie reve- 
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58 Of Grace, as it reigns 

lation of his immutable purpofe fliould*havc a ten*- 
dency to make them quite the reverie, and prov^ 
an incentive to their vileft lufts I — It is viTitten, 
God hath from the beginning chsfen you to falvatiort^ 
How ? According to this bold objeftion one would 
fuppofe it was in fuch a way, as allowed them lar- 
gerfcopeand greater liberty for gratifying their liccn* 
tious pailions and iawlefs appetites^ than corrupt 
nature could otherwife have enjoyed— -in fuch ft 
way, as pays no regard to the interefts of holinefs ^ 
as makes no profifion for the honour of God in a 
chriftian conver^ition. If this could be proved^ the 
do£lTine would deferve the utmoft abhorrence^ but 
it is far from being the cafe. For the objcfts of 
this gracious purpofe, we are cxprefsly informed by 
the oracle of heaven, -^'ere chofen \o falvation 

TMHOXJGH SANCTIFICATION OJF TIjE SpiRlT,aff</ b^ 
Hfofthe truth. SanBtficathn of the Spirit may be 
CcnfidcredfiOtonly asan appointed and homurabU 
fman of attaining that eiaited end, the falvation of 
the foul and the glory of God ; but alfo as an ejet^ 
tialpart of th at falvation to which t'heyjwere chofen, 
which is begun on earth and compleated in glory. 
Taken in either view, it .is obvious that this in- 
ftruftive and important text is a full proof, that the 
objeftion alledged is quite impertinent, and entire- 
ly void of truth to fupport it. Confequently, that 
thofe who make it are influenced, either by grofs 
ignorance, or inveterate prejudice. lAor hence it 
appears, that the holinefs and the happinefs of God's 
people, are equally fecured by the divine purpofe.— 
Befides, thofe, and thofe only, who live by faith on 
Jefus Chriff, and walk in the ways of oDcdience, 
have any evidence that they are tne cleft of God. 
In proportiqn, therefore^ as they lole fight of the 
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glorious objefk' of their dependanoe, and deviate 
fironLthe paths of holinefsi they lofe fight of their 
intereft in diftinguiihing love. So that their inward 
peace and fpiritual joy are greatly concerned m a 
pious conduf):* 

Nor is, the following obje£Hon, fo frequently and 

violently urged, any more to the purpol'c. « If this 

. * define be true,* fay our opponents, < thefe is lit* 

< tie or no occafion for the ufe of means, in order 

< to attain falvation^ For if we are ele<aed, we fhall 
* be faved without them \ and if not, they will 
« prove abortive. On fuch a fuppofition, all our 
' prayers, and tears, and drivings ; all our circum* 

< fpe£lion and felfdenial, will be of no avail. We 
^ may, therefore, as well take our eafe and reft con* 
' tented. A profeffion of religion is an ufelefs thing : 

< for the final event is fixed by a predeftinating God, 
. * and whoihail reverfe it f' — This objeftion agrees 

with the former in fuppofing, that the end is decreed 
without regard to the means. A palpable fallacy, 
and pregnant with great abfurdities. Let us apply 
the principle, on which the objeftion proceeds, to 
tlie common affairs of life. I take it for gr^itcd, 
that there is a fuperin tending Providence over all 
human affairs, over all our minuted concerns. If 
lb, either the great Ruler of the world from cver- 
hJKin^ determined what he would do, in all that 
infinite variety of circumftances in which any of 
his creatures fhould ever exift, or he did not, If 
not, innumerable millions of new- determinati- 
ons muft have arifen in the eternal Mind fince 
the world began, rcfpefiing his condudi toward 
his creatures ; or he muft have a£i:ed without 
any prior determination at all, and fo without 
^ plan ; nci^cr of which corrcfpon4s with our 

sdea^ 
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ideas of an infinitely parfe£l Agent. . If Ke 
did, from eternity, determine upon his conduft, 
and form the extenfive plan of bis future operations 
r^fpe£ling ratienar creatures v then, it is evident, 
the obje£lion lies with equal force againft our uCng 
means, or exerting endeavours, in order to obtain 
any promiiing advantage, or to avoid any threaten^ 
ing evil in common life, as it does againft making 
ufe of means in the important concerns of our fouls ^ 
and in reference to a future vtrorld* For it isab* 
furd to fuppofe, that the divine purpofe can be made 
voids ^ny more in the one cafe than in th^ other. 
According tO this way of arguing, trade and com- 
merce, the labours of hufbandry and all the employ^* 
ments of life muft be at a (land* For who^ among 
all the bufy mortals on earth, can foretel the event, 
qr afcertain fuccefs ? Who can tell, liowevcr pro- 
mifing the profpeft, but Jehovah's purpofes may 
render all his contrivances and all his painful induf- 
try entirely fruitlefs ? Nay, further, upon this prin- 
ciple, we muft not eat our common food, nor feek 
the needful refrefhments pf fleep •, for it muft be 
confetfed, that we are abfolutely ignorant what the 
purpofes of God may be, as to the events in either 
cafe. If it be liis determination that we fliall enjoy - 
health and vigour, what occafion for the one or the 
other ? and if not, what good will they do us ? For 
his purpoje Jball Jiandi and he will do all his pleajure^. 
But who, notwithftanding this, ever took it into 
his head to adopt the principle, and thus to apply 
it, in affairs of the prefent life ? None, furely, but 
a. fool, or a madman. While we have our fober 
fenfes in exercife, however firmly we niay believe 
the exiftence of eternal decrees } or however clearly 
: ws may difcern the interpofitxon of provide^ice, oa. 
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ten thoufarid different occafions ; wc nev«r fuppofc 
tliat tKofe cverlafting purpofes, or thefe provideri'- 
tial interpofitions, were defigned fo fupercede the 
ufe of means, or had, as to the concerns of time^ 
any fuch tendency. Why, then, (hould we ftrivc 
to feperate the end from the means, in things of in- 
finitely greater importance ? The di£fcites of infpi- 
ratbn, the maxims of philofophy, the principles of 
common ienfe, and the general condu£b of mankind, 
all unite in utterly difavowing fuch a procedure^ as 
irrational and abfurd to the laft degree. 

This objeftion militates no lefs againft the infal- 
libit foreknowledge of God, than againft his puipofe.* 
For Jehovah is perfcfl: in knowledge. That know* 
ledge which is abfolutely perfed can admit of no 
increafe. All the volitions therefore of moral a- 
gente, and all the events confequent upon them, 
were from eternity prefent to the divine Mind, and 
open to his oniinifcient eye. And as every thing fu- 
ture was included in his all-comprehending view, 
before the world began $ fo it would be abfurd to 
fappofe that any event (hould ever take place, other- 
wife than as He forefaw it. With equal reafon^ 
therefore, might the objedor infer from the divine 
ptefcience, that the ufe of means to attain any end 
B vain, as from the doctrine of predeftination. For 
between the foreknowledge, and the purpofe of 
God, there is a clofe and an infeparable connexion. 
To illuftrate the point, and to apply the argument* 
Admitting the perfedb foreknowledge of God, the 
objeftor may thus argue againft the ufe of means, 

* Tefpefiing his eternal, ftate. The foreknowledge 

* of God is perfeft. From eternity he viewed my 

* final ftate. Either he forefaw me fcated on a 

* throne of blifs, and exulting in a fcnfc of his fa- 
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<vour; or loaded with chains of darknefsi and 

* groaning in the agonies of endlefs dcfpair. As 

< he from eternity viewed me, fo it muft inevitably 
« be J for perfeft foreknowledge is infallible. My c- 
« ternalftate is therefore a fixed point with the Deity. 

* What need then of the'ufe of means to avoid pu- 
« nifhment, or to obtain felicity ? Prayer asi4^watch- 

< fulnefs, all the cxcrcifes and all the duties of a 

< painful profeffion are entirely in vain. M the 

* Omnifcient forefaw me happy in future world, 
« I cannot be miferable. If he foriefaw me mi- 
« feraWe, I ihall not, I cannot be happy ; though 

** all the angels in heaven, and all the men upon earthy 
' were to afford me their united aid.' 

This argument, I humbly conceive, wears the 
face of probability to as great a degree, and infers 
the objeftion I am now refuteing with as much 
propriety and force, as that which is formed and 
the inference from it, againft the decree pf eleflion* 
But the truth is, neither that nor this has the leafl: 
force or propriety. For as Jehovah, when he de- 
creed the end, appointed the means and the .appli- 
cation of them to their refpeflive objects ; fo, in 
his eternal prefcience, he not only viewed the end, 
but alfo forefaw the means, with their application 
and ufe, as connefted with the final event. As 
he forefaw none in the abodes of darknefs, but" 
thofe whom he viewed as guilty, and as walking 
in the ways of deftruftion ; fo he determined 
to bring none to glory, except in a way becom« 
ing himfelf as perfeftly holy, and by the ufe of 
^eans which grace fkould render effedual. Hence 
it appears, that the objeftor muft either give up his 
argument, or deny that his Maker is perfedt ; which 
^'ould be to undeify ti^e God that is above. This 

indeed 
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mdeed with a bold impiety many have done ; in 
order to fupport their favourite notions about free- 
agency and the liberty of the human will, in oppo- 
fition to the do&rine of fovereign grace, and of di-. 
vine predeftination : being well aware, that who- 
ever allows the eternal and perfe£fc foreknowledge 
of God, cannot confiftently deny his decrees ref- 
pe&ihg the final ftate of men. This the Socinians 
have freely acknowledged. « Admitting, fay they, 

* the infallible prefctcnce of all future contingent 

< cies, Calvin's do£lrinc of the predeftination of 

* fome, by name, to life, and of others to death, 
^ cannot be refuted •.* They therefore do tlieir 
utmoft endeavour to prove, (horrid to tliink !) that 
He who formed and governs the univerfe, is net 
poflefled of fuch a forefight \ in other words,that he 
is not God. This thcv ^Oy by much the fame ar- 
guments that others ute, in oppofition to the doc- 
txine here maintained. 

To the jEoreg^ing objti^ions.fome, perhaps, may 
be ready to add, .with an air of confidence ; • Do«is 

* not this do<^rine, in its infeparaUe connexions, . 

< reprefent the Mod High, as partial in his condu(^t 

* towards his creatures, and as a rtfpfiler of per/ens F 

* as dealing hardly, if not unjuftly, with far the 

< greater part of mankind ?' — In ;infwer to which 
'I obfervc 5 That as to the charge of partiality and 
Kfpe£l of perfons, here exhibited agaiuft the 
divine conduct, it is entirely void of the leaft foun- 
dation. For wherever fuch a charge may be advan- 
ced with propriety againft the condu£l of any one, 
it muft be in the affairs of remunerative, or of pu- 
nifliing juftice, and where the rules of equity are 

« Apud WjTsxuM, Q Ecoru Fad, L. III. C. iv, la. 
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more or Icfs tranfgrefied ; but cannot poffibly have 
place in matters of fovcreign favour and mere boun- 
ty, of which kind is clc£i:ion. For inftance : If wc 
confider a perfon in the capacity of a magtftrniey as 
invefted with the executive power of the criminal 
laws of his country, and heboid him infli£^ing upon 
fuch offenders as arc poor and mean, and of little 
account in the world, the penalties annexed to their 
refpcftivc crimes ; while he fuflers others of no* 
bier birth, of more elevated rank, and of affluent 
circumftances, to efcapc with impunity j we have 
great reafon to remonftratc againft fuch a proce- 
dure, as a culpable partiality, a criminal refpe£b of 
perfons, and as no* other than a perverfion ofjuf- 
tice. ^ But if we confider tlic fame perfon under 
the charafter of a bencfaftor, and behold him dif- 
penfing his favours among his indigent tieighbotirs, 
in order to relieve their wants and render them hap- 
py ; we never imagine that he is under any obliga- 
tion to fliow an equal regard to all that are diftrcf- 
fed with poverty. Suppofing he. diftribute his 
bounty in great variety to the favoured obje<fls of 
his beneficence ; nay, fuppofing he indulge feme 
with favours, while others, who (land in the fame 
need, are entirely overlooked ; (hall we arraign his* 
condu£i, and call him a refpeBer ofperf&ns ? By 
no means. For were that the cafe, there would be 
nothing indecent, If, after he had manifefted his 
beneficent regards to fome, others were to come 
v/ith a commanding voice, and require his affift- 
ance in the fame way, and to the fame degree \ 
than which nothing could be more impertinent.— 
Befides, though men are under obligation to love 
and affiil one another ; though, being only fte wards 
'^f what they poffefs, they arc accountable to 

the 
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the fupreme Judge for the manner in which they 
ufe their faculties, their time, 'and all their ta- 
lents J yet God has the moft pcrfedl right to do 
what he ivill ^mth his own. For no creature, and 
cfpecially no offending creature, has any claim upon 
his bounty. 

If Jehovah muft be denominated a refpeflor of 
perfons, and hia condu£t pronounced partial, on fup- 
pofition that he loved and chofe fome to everlading 
happinefs, while he reje£led others and left them to 
perifli under his righteous curfe ; if the equity of 
bis proceedings, in the affairs of grace, muft be cal- 
led in queftion, becaufe he bellows eternal bleflings 
on fome and entirely withholds them from others ; 
how ihall we vindicate the methods of Providence 
in ten thoufand difF<?rent inftances ? Does not God, 
as to the concerns of religion, afford thofe means of 
grace, his word and.ordinances, tofome, while they 
are entirely withheld frpm others ? and where they 
are enjoyed, does he not regenerate and fanftify 
(bme by the Spirit of truth, while others, who have 
the fame external means, continue in fpiritual dark- ' 
nefs and finally perilh i If, then, the uncontrollable 
God may do that in time for fome, which he is un- 
der no obligation to do for any ; none can doubt 
whether he might from eternity form fuch a refo- 
folutipn : for divine Providence is nothing but the 
execution of God's eternal purpofe. — ^Similar to this, 
is the condufl of God toward mankind, as to tem- 
poral* things. For nothing is more evident, than 
that the fupreme Governor of the world is liberal in 
/co^nmunicating enjoyments of every kind to fome ; 
while others, not more unworthy, are all their lives 
expofed to the greateft diftrefles. And though 
there .is a yaft difparity betweep temporal ancj eter* 
V . G i nal 
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nal bleffings, yet, if to diftinguifli between his crea- 
tures, in beftowing, or in withholding the l^ter> 
would any way impeach his charaficr ; it muft in 
proportion do fo in the former. For the Judge of 
all the earth muft do right. And as none can, 
without open blafphemy, quarrel with the fovereign 
difpenfations of Providence, on account of that dif- 
ference which fubiifts between one man and anothet* 
in the prefent life : fo none ihould indulge a captious 
humour in finding fault with tlie methods of grace, 
becaufe their Maker does not manifeft an equal re- 
gard to ail. 

Nor can it be inferred from any thing implied in 
this do£^rine, that ouv eternal Sovereign deals hard- 
ly, much lefs unjuftly, with any part of mankind. . 
Here let me aik the obje£ior, and let him aik his^ 
own confcience ; Have all mankind finned i Is (in a 
tranfgreffion of divine law i Is the law they . have 
broken,'righteous 5 juft in its re(]uifitions, and ei)ui<» 
table in its penality ? If fo, ev^ry man is guilty • be- 
fore God, and every mouth (hould be ftopped tfbr 
all have deferved to die ; to perifti j to be deftroyed 
with an utter deftruftion. Either thefe things are 
acknowledged as undoubted truths, or the audiority 
of the Bible is rejedied. Thefe truths being ad- 
mitted, reafon itfelf muft allow, that if all itiankind 
had psriflied under a curfc, the honour of their Ma- 
ker, as" the fupreme Governor and righteous Judge,* 
tnuft have been unimpeached. But if fo, it is im- 
poffible to conceive, how his choofing fomc to life 
and happinefs, and his rejecting others, can afford 
theleaft occafion for the charge fiiggefted in the ob- 
jeftion. For the elediion of thofe whom God deter- 
mined to fave, does not injurethe non-deS. Thcif 
fituation would not have been at all the better, if 

noHQ 
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none had been chofen^ nor any faved. For 

non-eledsion . is not a _ puniihment ; it is onljr 
.the withholding a free favour, which the fo« 
vereign Lord of all may beflow on whomfoever he 
pleafes. 

When the whole world is confidered as guilty be^ 
jore God^ we muft allow that he had an unlimited 
right to determhie about the final (late of metl. He 
was at pcrfed liberty to determine whetherlie^eiUd 
fare any^ or not. He might have left all to peri(h, 
or he might have decreed the falvation of alL Or, 
' he might purpofe to fave fome, and reje<^ others r 
and, fo determiningi he might love and fave, he 
might condemn and puni{li> whom he pleafed. 
Surely, then, it cannot be abfurd in reafon, or in- 
Gonfiftent with the divine charadter, to fuppofe that 
he a£^ually has chofen fome to infinite glory, and 
determined to puniih others according to their de« 
merit* To acknowledge that all havcGnned again ft 
God, forfdted his favour, and deferve to perilh \ 
and at the fame time to fuppofe, that he might not 
leave what number he pleafed to condemnation 
and wrath, imply a contradi£tion* For thofe who 
might not be rejefh^d, whether more or ^^wer, muft 
have a claim on Jehovah's favour \ confequently, not 
juftiy liable to perifb, which is contrary to the fup« 
pofition. 

It is eternally fit that God fliould order all things 
according to his own pleafure. His infinite great-^ 
nefs, majefty, and glory, certainly entitle him to aci 
as an uncontrollable Sovereign, and that his will 
fliouId in all things take place. He is worthy, fu« 
premely worthy, of making his own glory the end 
of all that he does ; and that he (hould make no- 
thing but the dilates of lu« own wifdom» and the 

det€r 
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dcterminadonsof his own wiH^hls rule In purGung 
that end| without aiking leave o .x council of aiiy 
creaturcy and without giving an account of any of 
his matters. It is quite agreeable^ that He who is 
infinitely wife and abfolutely perfect ^fliould order all 
things according to his own will j even things of 
the greatf ft importance^ fuch as the complete falva- 
tion^ or the eternal damoation of (inners. It is 
right tliat He (hould thus be fovereign, becaufe he 
is the iirft, the eternal Being, and the fountain of 
exiftence. He is the Creator of all things, and 
they are univerfally dependent upon him ; it is^ 
therefore! entirely confiftent with his charafter, 
that he {houlda£las thefovereign Lord of heaven and 
earth. 

If the objefiion under con(ideration were founded 
in truth, God could not exercife mercy in his own 
right, nor would the bleffings of grace be his own to 
give. For that of which he may not difpofe as he 
pleafes, is not his own, he cannot make a prefent of 
it to any of his creatures, they having, a claim upon 
it ; for it is abfurd to talk of giving to any one, that 
to which he had a right in equity. — But what would 
tills obje£lion make of God ? Mud the High and 
Lofty One be fo circumfcribed in the exercife of. his 
grace, that he cannot maoifeft k at his own pleafure 
in bellowing his gifts ; but, if he difpenfc them to 
one, muft ht obliged to give them to another, or be 
obnoxious to the charge of partiality and cruelty ? 
Shocking to think ! The very thought is blafphemy. 
This impious imagination arifes, abfurd as it is, 
from the high opinion we form of ourfelves, and the 
diminutive thoughts we entertain of our Maker. 

But why (hould the objedor be fo much concern- 
led aboutthe honour of. divinejuftice, ,in the condufi: 

- ^ .of 
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of God toward mankind, on fuppofition thathehas 
chofen fomc and rejefted others ? Why Ihould he 
not be as much concerned left the glory ofhis Maker 
(hould fuffer a ftain, by tlie final rejcftion of all the 
angels that finned and fell from their firft cftate ? 
Certainly, their is equal, if not fuperior reafon* 
Why, then, does he not plead the caufe of thofe old 
apoilates, thofe damned fpirtts, and quarrel with 
God becaufe he has ihoun more regard to fallen 
inen than to fallen angels i Yet he is under vo pain 
on their account 5 nor does he fufpeft that the di- 
Yitie charader will Icfe any part of its elory, becaufe 
they are all, without one exception, the objects of 
JehoTah^s eternal vengeance — But, very likely, he 
concludes that tAey deferve to be damned. True : 
and is it not fo with men ? If not — ^how (hall I fpeak 
it i the law of God is unrighteous, for it denounces 
damnation as the defert of fin : the vicarious death 
of Chrift was an unneceflary and fbocking event 
the capital parts of the Bible are unworthy of the 
kaft regard ; and the diftingiiifhtng dodrines of 
Chrift ianity are no better than a dream, a fable— 
a grofs impofition on all who believe them. With* 
out admitting this fundamental truth, that men, con- 
fidered as guilty creatures, deferve to pcri/hfar evet.j 
we can behold neither. equity in the law, nor grace 
in the gofpeh The eternal reftitude of the great 
Lawgiver, and the amiable glories of the wonderful 
Saviour, are quite obfcured ; while the whole oeco- 
nomyof redcmption,asrevealed in fcripture, is thrown 
xntotheutmoft confufion. Confequently,the objeflor 
has no alternative, but either to give up his point, or 
blafphemy his Maker. 

The truth maintained may now be confidcred, by 
wayof improvement, as it reipefts the carekfs finncF 

and 
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and the real chriftian.-— As it refpefts the cmelefi 
finner. Is this your charaftcr, reader ? If fo^ it is 
happily adapted to ftrike your confciehce and alarm 
your fears ; to aroufe your lethargic foul; and awak« 
en your enquiries after eternal bJeffedacfs. You 
have feen that it is a righteous thing with God, to 
execute juftice on all who are guilty 5 and that, if 
he had' left all mankind to periih, none would have 
bad any reafon to complaim Now, though he faa€| 
of his mere goodnefs^ chofen a number of the fallen 
race and determined to bring them to glory % yet 
millions are left to fuffer the awful defert of their 
crimes. How, then do you know but this may ht 
your cafe ? Remember, thoughtlefs mortal I that if 
you be rejefiled of God, you are loft for ever. And 
are you ftill unconcerned about your foul ?. then th« 
fentenceof abroken law, and the wrath of an awful 
Judge, abide upon you« You are in the hands o£ 
^n offended God^and (hocking to think ! you are 
at a dreadful vheertainty what he wilt do with youir 
T-You are, \t inay be, fometimes afraid 'what will; 
become of you ; afraid left you fliould have your 
portion in the lake which bums with fire and brim* 
ftohe. Yes, and be it known to you, that while you 
are habitually carelefs about your eternal intcrefts,. 
and a lover of pleafure more than a lover of God^ 
you have rcafon to fear. Your apprehenfions of 
eternal punifhment have a real foundation. Yoif 
have reafon to tremble every moment. But you 
yrill do well to remember, that though you be ever 
fo much afraid of the final event ; though everlaft- 
ing -damnation be ever fo dreadful, yet it is what 
you have deferved. ' Your injured Maker and af- 
fronted Sovereign may inflift it upon you, and 
be righteous, and holy, and glorious in it. How- 
ever 
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erer dreadful it now is, in yojir apprebenGon ; 
or however intoletable it would be to you in the 
execution ; yet, in regard to God, neither the one 
nor the other can render it the lefs righteous.--* 
You ihould remember, finner, that your Maker 
fuftains the charai^er of an univerfal Sovereign^ 
and of a ri5hteous Judge. His honour, therefore, 
is deeply concerned in punishing theguilty. Though 
damnation, be worfe than the lofs of being, yet ybu 
have no reafon to complain of injuftice % except you 
can form a perfe^l eftimate of what degree of guiit 
attends innumerable ads of rebellion againft unli- 
mited authority, infinite majeily, and boundlefs per* 
fe£lion ; and, upon a juft comparifon of the degree 
of guilt, with the intenfenefs and duration of the 
punilhment, pronounce them unequal* But who 
can tell to what an enormous height, the guilt of 
one fingle a£t of rebellion againft infinite Majefty 
muft arife in the boundlefs empire of God ? We 
may boldly affirm, that none but the Omnifcient-^ 
none but he who is poifefled of that peerleis majeily, 
can folve the queilion. Meditate on thefe awful 
truths \ and may the [Lord enable you to Jlee from 
the wrath to come */ 

Does my reader profefs to believe and embrace 
this divine truth i Has he tafted that the Lord is 

* Hence it appears, that 9s the do^rine of God's general and 
«qual love to mankind, aiid the fentiment of univerfal redeqiption, 
are too evidently calculated to lull the confcience afleep, under a 
falfe prefumption of intereft in the Redeemer and of liappinefs 
!>/ him, M^here there is no evidepce of love to God and hi$ ways ; 
io the do^rine of diftingujftiing grace, and of the Mediator'^ 
fubftitution in the ftcadof his chofen feed, has an obvious tenden- 
cy to alarm the carelefe (inner, and to awaken the drowfy for- 
mal it, 

gracioui 
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graciouSf and is lie a rialchriflicm ? This dofhine 
informs him whence his happinefs flows, and to 
whom the glory is due. Hence he learns, th;it Grace 
is an abfolute fovereign \ that ihe difpenfes her fa- 
vours to whomfocver fhe pleafes, without being 
fubje£k to the leaft control. Here fhe appears^ 
maintaining her rights and aflerting her honours, 
with a grandeur becoming herfelf* Yes, reader, 
this dodirine prefents you with Grace on .xhb 
THRONE } while, 33 an herald, with a friendly im- 
portunity and a commanding voice, it cries in your 
ear. Bow the knee ! — And as this do£irine pre*- 
ients you widi a view of grace in its fovereign glory; 
fo it points out the obje£ts of eternal love, as in a 
ftate of the utmoft fecurity« For v)bo pall lay any 
thing to the charge of God* s EleS ? To know youT 
intereft intheeleftion of grace, is therefore a mat* 
ter, of great importance : and that fuch knowledge 
is attainable, is evident from that exhortation of the 
Holy Ghoft \ Give all diligence to make your caU 
ling and eleBionfure ; fure to your own mind, and 
iatisfa£);ory to your own confcience. That fuch a 
perfuafion, grounded on truth, is intimately con^- 
nefted with a chriilian's peace and joy, is beyond 
a doubt. Nor is there any other difficulty in attain- 
ing the certainty, than what attends a well foqnded 
perfuafion of our being called by grace. Whoever 
has reafon to conclude that he is called by the gofpel 
and converted to Chrift ; may, from the very fame 
premifes, infer, his ele£lion. For none but thofe 
that were chofen to life and happinefs are born of 
God, or bclieveinChrift,— If then you efpoufe the 
do£l:rine, you (hould not be fatisfied with merely avow- 
ing the fentiment as an article of your belief i but 
fliouid coafider it as a truth according to godlinefs, 

and 



and feeic the advantage refidtitig from it.' For you 
will find it of little avail, that you have adopted the 
fentimeht into y6«r theological fyftcmj if you expe* 
rience no beneHt from it^ in a way of humility and 
love, of confolation and joy. Viewed in fuch a con- 
nection with experimental religion, you fhould me- 
ditate on it : confidered as thus important, you ihould' 
endeavour to vindicate it from the hateful charges of 
the fons of pride. 

Are you, on divine authority, not only convinced 
that the dofirine 19 true, but alfo perfuaded of your 
intereft in the love it reveals ? remember tlie exalted 
privileged to which you are chofen. Chofen you 
are, to a participation of grace, with all its immewfe 
donations to the fruition of glory, witli all its eter- 
nal felicity. Regeneration^ juftification, adoption, 
{an^ification, and perfeverance in faith v thefe 
chriJlian, with aU that inconceivable bllfs which rc- 
fults from »thc enjoyment of God himfelf, are the 
bleffings defigned for you in the decree of eleftion. 
Sorely, then, with fuch bleffings in hand, and fuch 
profpe£ls in view, it isbut reafdnable that you fhould 
he entirely. d^ted to God, and live his obedient fer- 
vant. If .gratitude have any perfuafive energy, c^r 
if love have any conftraining influence, here they 
;ihould operate with all their force'. Henceforth the 
gterjr of God and the honour of that adorable Perfon, 
by whofe mediation you come to enjoy thefe won- 
derful favours/ fliould be your main concern, and 
ths end of all your aftions,— Remember the honour- 
able charafter conferred H^on you in the (acred 
writings. Among thofe names of diftinclion which 
the people of God h^ar, that of the eleB is none of 
the leaft remarkable. Of this chara<!iier the Spirit 
of "wifdom reminds believers, when he urges upon 
H them 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of Graciy as it reigns in cur ^eElual Calling. 

^"TTEliave fecn in the preceding chapter, that 
yY ^gr^ce prefided in the eternal counfels, and 

/ijeigrW,!!^ an abfolute fovereign in the decree of 
cle£lidm Let us now confider the fame glorious 

" grace, as exerting its benign influence in the rege- 
neration and ejfe^ual Callitig of all that fhall ever 
be faved. — Ejeftion makes no alteration in the real 
ftate of its obje£ls. For, as they were cpnfidcrcd, 
in that gracious purpofe, in a finful, dying conditi- 
on ; fo they continue in that fituation, till the ener- 
gy of the Holy Spirl., and the power of evangeli- 
cal truth, reach their hearts. The means being de- 
creed as well as the end, it is abfolutely neceflary, 
to accomplifli the great defign of eleftion, that all 
the chofen in their feveral generations, fliould be 
born of the Spirit and converted to Jefus \ called 
of God, and bear his image. 

That important change which takes place in the 
mind and views of a (inner, when converted to 
Chrift, is frequently fignified in the infallible word, 
hy htm^ called of God; called by grace : called bj 
the gofpeL In performing this work of heavenly 
mercy, the eternal Spirit is the grand agent, and 
evangelical truth the honoured inftrumcnt. — Arc 
men, in their natural ftate, confidered as afl^ep ii* 
fin, and dead to God ? when th^y are calleij,' their 
minds are enlightened and fpirit pal life i«^ com 01^- 

picated* 
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nicate^; / l?he Spirit of God, fpeaking to the con- 
science -by the tiruth, qiiickens the dead finner ; 
fliows him his awful ftate, and alarms his fears. 
The dead jhall hear the voice of the Sofi of God, and 
they thai hear Jhall live '^ A'wake thou that Jleepejl, — 
Are they confideredas having departed from God, 
and at a diftance from him ; in the way of deftruc- 
doiiy yet afraid to return ? then the language of 
the gofpcl i^^Retuf'fi to the L^rd, and' he ^ill have 
mercy upon 'y\m ; and to our God, for he nvill abun^- 
dantly patihn^ Him that comet h to me, I will in no 
wi/e cajl out. Such a revelation of grace being 
made in the gofpcl, and fuch invitations being- ad- 
dvefied to pcriihing iinners, the Spirit of truth, in 
efleflual callingi gives them encouragement from 
thefe declarations to return to God^ and e^inbles 
them to look for falvation from the hand oi Him 
agaitiil whom tbe^ have finned, and from whom 
they have fo deeply revolted. Such, in a general 
view, is die nature of that heavenly blefling which 
is the fubjeft of our prefent enquiry. 

That any (inner is called out of darknefs into mar" 
vellous light, is entirely owing to divine grace. God 
caVed me by his grace, is the language of Paul ; nor 
Jo the faints afcribe their converfion to any other 
caufe. — Man, being by nature dead in fin, unac- 
quainted with its evil, and eleat^ with a fond con- 
ceit of his own abilities ■, looks upon his offences 
againft God, rather as pitiable failings than fhock- 
ing crimes. He extenuates his faults, and magni- 
fies his duties. He depreciates the work of Chrift, 
and relies on his own fuppofed good performances. 
Being entirely ignorant of his moiral wcaknefs, the 
tcKal corruption of his nature, and the extenfive 
demands of divine law ; he endeavours, if at all 
H 2 concerned 
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concerned about his foul, to eftablilh his own rigli* 
teoufnefSf as the principal ground of bi$ 9cce|>t3MKe 
witli the high and holy G.od« He trufts in i<»a^ 
general, mercy, to be cxercifed toward him through 
Jefus Chrifty to make up the deficiencies attending 
his own finccre attempts to perform his duty. la 
cafe of a relapfe into open and fcandalous ofences, 
he flatters hiipfelf with.th^ hope4*o/]>ardon, aad 
of having an mtef^ in.thejove oC^Qodiv if he do 
but forfake his p?dl tranfgi:effions, be foiry for them, 
and amend his ways for the future;.' This« he. thinksi 
is the obvious^ aod^eafy vfiy of placating, an o£Fend- 
ed God, and of obtaining the divine favour* On 
fuch afandy foundation are. the hopes of men com^- 
monly built. Thus we lie, afleep in fin and dream- 
ing of happinefs> on the verge of .« dreadful pre- 
cipice,, yet Mnapjpr^henfive of dangi^r, till reigning 
^race e^certs.her influence to rG€»v^r us, from our 
native ruin. * „' . \ \ * - 

. But when the Spirit of God eonvioce^ of fin by 
the holy law, and manifefts its extenfive demands 
to the confcience of a finner \ when he is informed 
ths^t every fin fubje.£ls the offender to a dreadful 
-curfe;..tl>en hjs fears; aire* alarmed and his endea- 
vours are quickened.. Being aroufed from his fpi- 
ritual flumb^r, he is more earned and pun&ual in 
Xhe performance o^eiigious duties ; in endeavours 
after holinefs, and in the,purfuit of happinefs. He 
is not content with that carelefs and fuperficial way 
of performing devotional fervices, which before ia- 
tisfied his confcience and gratified his pride. For 
now, guilt burdens his foul, and c<Hifcience fharpens 
her fting \ while the tejrrors of the Almighty feem 
to be. fet in firray againil^him. . The duties ne has 
neglected^ the mercies he has abttfip4# and the du- 
ring 
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mg ads Qf rebellion he ha$ committed again ft hi* 
divine Sovereign, crowd in upon his mind aiid rack 
Jiis very foul. The juftice of the Lawgiver appears 
fready ^o vindicate the law, as holy and good ; and, 
like an inoenfed advjerfary, unfbeaths the fword and 
|hakes a loud demand for vengeance. > In fuch a 
fituation, he c^not but eameflly feek toefcape im« 
pending rnin*. But yet, his h^art being deeply lea- 
vened.wit^ legal pride, and unacquainted with the 
divine rightepuihds, he labours to ^obtain falvation, 
as it wer^y ky the works of. the /tf«;»-r^Whcn, by the 
Spirit and .word of truth,, be is further made fenfU 
bk of his natural depravity, w6, of the defects at- 
tending his beft performances \ when he confiders 
how very imperfed they all appear in his own eye, 
and that a peirfe^b rightepufnefe is abfolutely necef- 
£ury to jbis. acceptance with the eCernal Judge ; then 
|ifs,h0pes of falviiitioii by his' own obedience^ vaniih, 
and his apprehenfions of eternal pUni&ment in* 
.Cti^f^. Thps, Vf hen, the l^w pontes ^Annin^ in its 
p^riiy and pperating on his ccHifcience with power, 
Jin is, revived i a fenfc of deferved wrath pofTefles 
the foulj and his former felf-rlghteous hopes expire* 
He now refle£);s on his pail ignorance and Fha* 
jifaical p.i^ide, with the giteateft amazement and the 
deepeft felf^horrence. However reluctant, he is 
obliged to give up his former ex^ed notions of his 
pwn moraliexcellence ; and is compelled, with the 
polluted leper, to cry. Unclean I unclean ! Now he 
perceives a propriety, now he feels an energy in 
thofe emphatical fcripturcrphrafes, which defcribe 
. the ftate of a natural man, by a filthy fow wallow* 
ing in the mire \ by a dog in love with his vomit % 
find by an open fepulchre emitting the abhorred 
ftengh of a putrefying. ^i^ciUfc.. Tbefc objeftg, he 
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is fully convinced, arc infinitely lefs offenGv€ to the 
moft delicate perfon and the tceeneft fenfe, thaia 
that moral pollution is, which » in the iight of aa 
holy God, has defiled his whole fouh—- Now he 
freely acknowledges, that what he ufed to look u^<- 
on as trivial offences, are (hocking crimes. He is 
thoroughly convinced that the various tranfgreffions 
of his' life, however vile and enormous, are to many 
ftreams from ^ corrupt fountain .within 5 that they 
proceed from a defpcrately wicked heart. He is 
amazed, he is confounded, when he -reflef^s^on his 
inbred corruptions, and views his native depravity* 
His eyes being Opened to behold the fpirituality and 
vaft extent of the divine law, he confiders his whole 
life as one continued fcene of iniquity. For, inftead 
of living every moment of his time in the uninter- 
rupted and moft fervent love of God, a$ the law 
requires V he finds, to his griel' and ihame^ that he 
has lived in the love of felf and fin : felf^love hav- 
ing been his law i^felf-pieaiing all his end. Viewi 
ing the holy law as a tranfeript of divine purity, he 
plainly fees that he is no lelii obliged to love God 
with all the powers of his foul, for the fake of his 
infinite excellencies *, than he is to avoid the horrid 
crimes of murder and adultery. In a word, he con* 
fiders him felf as the chief of jinners. The fentence 
€>f the law, though terrible to the laft degree, he 
allows to be juft. The execution of it he cannOC 
bvit dread ; yet from his heart he acquits both the 
law and the lAw-giver of any unrighteous feverity, 
though he (hov^d never tafte of mercy. His lan- 
guage is I The law is juft, and death is my due* 
. Methinks I behold the awakened finner, fobbing 
with anguiih and bathed in tears \ fixed in thouf^* 
Md indulging rele^Uon about hi$ ftate^nd hisd^ 
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ger— ^* The law, how holy, which I have tranf* 
grefied ! the curfe, how awful, that I have incur* 
red ! My crimes, how numerous ! Their aggra- 
Tations, now dreadful ! How ineiFably wretched 
my ft ate ! for my foul, my immortal all is in the 
utmoft jeopardy. — ^What Ihali I do ? Whither 
{hall I flee for refuge ? Shall I look for relief to 
carnal enjoyments and finful pleafares ? (hall I 
quaft* the fparkling bowl, or frequent the circles 
.1^ petite amufement ? Such a procedure would en» 
hance my guilt and increafe my torment ; would 
be like feeing > an afyhim. in hell.f^hall I plead 
with my Sovereign and judge, that I have not 
^been fo wicked as others ? But how (hall I prove 
the fa£l ?• or if I could, the debtor that owes but 
fifty pence,having nothing to pay, is equally ob^ 
noxious to- an ' arrefl and a prifon, with one that 
ow^. five hundred. Fcr: Jehovah declares, Cut^ 
fed is every. jQfu ihat^eontintieth not in all thing f, 
'niihkb mre vmtttn. in the bohk of the law to do them, 
-^But have I performed no good works nor any 
obedience, from which I may extraft fome com^- 
fort, oh which I may bmld my hope of accept- 
tancc ? Here, alas, I am entirely ddlitute. Con- 
fcioos I am, that I have not loved G^^, that i 
hare not fought his glory, and without thcfc 
there is no acceptable obedience. My very pray^ 
ers need an atonement, and my tears want .waihv 
ing. — Shall I promife amendment and vow refold 
mation, if fje, to whom I have forfeited my life, 
will be pleafed to fpare it ? Shall I fay, with him, 
in the parable that owed ten thoufand talents •, 
Hiive patience ivith me, and I will pay thee all f 
This would be an evidence of fuperlative pride, 
and an inilaflca of |he greateft folly. < My debt, 

< like 
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•like his, IS enormous J and would ray Creator 

* compound for the widow's^ two mites, I fliould 
« ftiil be infolvent. I now find by experience that 
« I am utterly without ftreiigth. — But fuppofing I 
« poffeiTed abilities, and were to perform a perfedi 

< obedience in future ; this would make no amends 
« for my pad tranfgrcflions : the old and heavy 

* fcore would ftill (land againft me. Had my of- 

* fences been committed againft a fellow-creature, 
f I might pofiibly have been able to make compen* 

* fation. But they arc againft my Maker 5 to whom 

* I owe my time and talents ; all that I have and 
« all that I am. Ifom man Jin againji another^ tht 

* judge Jh all judge him : tut if a vianfm againji the 

* Lord, ivhojball intreat for him ; or how ihall the 

< offender atone for bis crime ? It is the infinite 
^ Jehovah againft whom I have finned : it is the 

* eternal Sovereign of all' worlds againft whom I 

* have rebelled. Who, then, (hall intreat for mc ! 
« Yes, I have trampled on infinite authority. The 

* language of my ftubborn heart and abominable 
« conduft has been ; Who is the Lordj that 1 Jbould 
' obey him P As the univerfal Governor, I have re- 
« nounced his dominion, and feated fclf on the 

* throne : as my conftant Benefaftor,.! have abaie4 

* his mercies to his diihonour. — Infinitely perfect 

* and fupreraely amiable as he is in himfelf, I have 

* neither loved nor adored him : I -have treated him 

* as though he deferved neitlier affeftion, nor re- 

* verence. I have, (hocking impiety ! I have pres 

* ferred the yileft lufts, and the gratification of the 

* worft appetites, to his honour and fervice, — How 

* have I neglected the divine word and facred woi^ 

* (hip ? I have treated the Bible as if it were iiot 

* worthy of a ferious perufal, and ia fo doing havr 

«beca 



in our CalUng* 83 

been a pra£tical Deift, The aflemblies of the faints, 
roy clofet, my confcience all bear teftimony agalnit 
me, that I have lived, as wihout God in the war I J. 
Or, if at any time I have attended religious wor- 
(hip in public or private ; how have I mocked my 
Maker ? I have behaved myfelf in his awful pre- 
fence, as though he had been a fenfelefs idol ; one 
wjio neither knew nor cared how he was worfhip- 
ped. When I pretended to acknowledge my fins, 
my confeffions froze on niy formal lips : and if I 
aficed for heavenly bleflings, it was as though I 
had little or no neceffity for them. With delight 
and avidity I have purfued tranfitory pleafures and 
vicious enjoyments j but as to the worfliip of God 
I have been ready to cry ; 0, ivhat a lucarinefs is 
it ! I have faid to God, it has been the language 
of my heart and conduft ; Depart from tne ; for 
I defire mi the hnonjoledge of thy ivays. What is 
the Ahnighty thai I Jljould ferve him ? and what 
profit fhall I have if I pray to him ? Can I doubt, 
then, can I queftion for a fingle moment, whether 
I deferve to die, deferve to be damned ? Damned ! 
dreadful puniihmem ! Imagination recoils at the 
thought. The idea chills my blood. Heaven avert 
the impending, the righteous vengeance ! — But 
God is juft 5 and juftice requires that fin fhould 
not efcape with impunity. Does it not follow, 
then, that my eternal mifery is inevitable ? In 
what other way can the rights of the Godhead, 
the honour of divine holinefs, truth, and judice 
be maintained } If no other way can be found, 
wretch that I am ! I am loft for ever.* Thus he 

lies at the feet of fovereign mercy. 

As a rebel againft the Majcfty of heaven, and con- 

fcious that he deferves to perifh, he lies deep in the 

duft 
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duft of felfabafemcnt, and lour at the footftoolof di- 
vine grace. But his all being at (lake for eternity, 
and not being funk into abfolute defpaiT) he ven^* 
tures to addrefs the bleflTed God. Being well pcrw 
fuaded that if his requeft be granted and his perfon 
accepted, his foul ftiall live j and that if his prayer 
be rejefted and his perfon abhorred he can but die. 
With trembling hands and a throbbing heart ; yrith 
downcaft looks and faultering lips, he therefore thus/ 
proceeds : * Offended Sovereign f I am juftly under 

< fentenceof death,and fhould I eternally perifh, yet 

< Thou art righteous. My mouth muft be ftopped : 
» I have no right to complain. But is there nothing 
« in thy revealed chara£ler that may encourage a mi- 
« ferable creature and a guilty criminal, to look for 

* mercy and hope for acceptance ? Art thou not 
« a compaffionate Saviour, as well as a juft God ? 

* Is not Jefusthy only Son, and haft thou notfet 

* him forth as :x propitiation through faith in his blood? 
« To Him, therefore, as my only afylum from divine 
^ wrath I would flee. Yet, if repulfed, I dare not, 

* I cannot obje£l j for I have no claim on thy mercy. 

< Only, ifit feeni good to Thee to fave the vileft of 
% finners, the moll wretched of creatures •, if it pleafc 
.< Thee to extend infinite mercy to one who deferves^ 
^ infinite mifery, and is obliged to condemn himfelf 4 

* the greater will be the glory of thy compaffior>. 

* However, as a fupplicant at the throne of grace.; 

* as a periftiing finner, who has no hope but in fove-. 

< reign mercy and in the blood of the crofs ; I am 
« refolved tp wait, until freely received, or abiblutely 

< reje£led. If rejedledjimuftbearitasmyjuft defert-; 
«^if accepted, boundlefs grace (hall have the glory*/ 

* Let none of my rearJers imagine that the procefsof convidVi- 
en here delcribed, is defigned as a ftandard for their experience ; 

< Thus 
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Thus the name and the work of Jefus forbid def- 
pair^ and flied a beam of hope on his benighted 
foul. 

One would imagine that the . gofpcl of reigning 
grace, that the tidings of a free Saviour and a full 
falvation, would be embraced with the utmoft readi- 
nefs by a fiuQer thus convinced. One would fup- 
pofe that, fo foon as he heard the divine report, he 
could not forbear exclaiming, in a tranfport of joy ; 

* This is the faviour I want ! This falvation is 

* every way fuitable to my condition. Perfeft in 

* itfelf, and free for the unworthy finner. Won- 

* 4erful truth ! Aftonifhing grace ! What could 

* I have, what can I defire more ? Here I will re(t ; 

or tliat I would limit the Holy One of Ifrael to the fame way 
and inajiner of working on the minds of finpcrs, when he 
^brings them to know thcmfelyes, their ftate, and their danger. 
I have no fuch intention ; being well aware that God is a Sove- 
reign, and, a(fls as he pleafes in this, as in all other things, lur 
though ©very iinner muft feel his want, before he will either feek, 
or accept relief at the hand of grace ; yet the Lord has various 
ways to make his people Willinff in the day of his power. Some 
he enlightens in a more gradual way, and draws them to Chriit 
by gentler means, as it were with the cords of lov« : while he 
ftrikes convi<5lion into the nwnds of others, as with a voice in 
thunder, and fudden as a flajb of lightening. They are brought 
to the very brink of defpair, and fhook, as it » were, over the bot- 
tomleispit. Nor have we any-bu(inefs%uili()iiire into the rea- 
fons of this difference in the ^ivine condudl. As the Lord favc* 
whom he will, fo he may bring them to the knowledge of his 
falvation, in what way, and by what means he pieafes, — If any 
one doubt whether his convi<5lions be genuine, let him remember, 
that the queftions he (hould afk himfelf, in order to attain fatis^ 
fadlion, are n^t : * How long did I lie under them ? To what ^ 
' degree of terror did they proceed ? By ivhat means were they 

* wrought ?' But, * Does it ftand true in my confcience, that I 
' have tinned and defevve to periih ? Is it a fa<ft, that nothing but 

* the grace o/Gon cjfn relieve me ?* Thcfc are the queiliurs 
which demand his notice, and a fuitfible anfwer folve* the quer 
ry. • . 

. I « ia 
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« in this I will glory.' — But alas ! this is not alwayj 
the cafe. Obfcrvation and experience prove, that 
the awakened finner is frequently backward, cxf J 
ceedingly backward, to receive comfort from thp \ 
glorious gofpel. This arifes, not from any defedk ^] 
in the grace it reveals, or in the falvation it brings } ■ 
not becaufc the finner is under any neceffity, or in 
any diftrcfs, for which it has not provided complete \ 
relief ; but becaufe he does not behold the glory 
of that grace which reigns triumphant in it, and 
the defign of God, in making fucn a provifion. He 
wants to find himfelf fome way diftinguijhed^ as a 
proper pbjefl: of mercy, by holy tempers and fanSi- 1 
fied affections. This is a b^r to his comfort^ this is 
his grand embarrafment, In other words, hei§ rea- \ 
dy to fear, that he is not fufEciently humbled im- \ 
der a fenfe of fin j That he has not a fuitable j 
abhorrence of it; or, that he has not thofe fervent S 
breafihings after phrift and holinefs, which he ought \ 
to have, before he can be warranted to look for falvation 
with a well-grounded hope of fuccefs*. Thus the fin- 
ner, even when his confcience is opprefled with 
guilt, and^ earneftly defirous of falvation, oppofes the 
true grace of God, by defiring fome worthinefs of hi? 

^ Here it Ihoiiid Isfkotell obferved, that deep diftxefs, arifin|r 
from the fear of hell, is not requ^ed of any, in order to peace 
with God ; for fuch diftrefs does not belong to the precepts of 
the law, but to its curfe. Terrifying apprehenfions of eternal 
punilhmcnt are no part of that which is required of finners, but 
of what is infii(fted on them. There is indeed an evangelical 
forrow for iin, that is our duty ; which is comni|nded, and has 
promifes annexed to it : but legal terrors, proceeding from the 
curfe of the law, not from its precept ; expreffing a fenfe of danger 
from the law, rather than of having done evil ugainji the law ; 
are no marks of love to God, or of any holy temper. An awak- 
ened (inner, therefore, wifhingfor diftrefles of this kind, is a per- 
fon fceking the mifery of unbelief, that he may obtain a pjer- 
piffion to believe. Sec Br, Oweno« r/^e Holy S^irity p. 306- 
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bwn. Whence it appears, that the genuhie felfde- 
nial of the gofpel, is the hardeft facrifice to human 
. pride. 

But grace reigns. The Spirit of truth, a princi- 
pal part of whofe bufinefs it is, in the oeconomy of 
falvation, to teftify of Ghrift and of fovereign mercy 
by him j ftilJ calls the poor alarmed wretch by the 
gofpel. Evidencing to his confcience, not only the 
all-fufficiency, but alfo the abfolute freenefs of the • 
glorious Redeemet. Manifefting, that there arc 
no good qualities to be obtained ; no righteous afts 
to be performed, either to gain an intereft in him, 
or to qualify for him. Showing, yet further, that 
'conviciions of fin, and a fenfe of want, are not to 
be accounted conditions of our acceptance with 
Chritt and falvation by him ; nor ought they to be 
cfteemed previoufly ncceffary to our believing in 
liini, on any other account, than as a fenfibility of 
our fpiritual poverty and wretchednefs, renders re- 
lief in a way of grace truly welcome. This is need- 
ful, not as inclining God to give, L'Jt as difpofing 
us to receive. A finaer will ricither feeic nor accept 
the great atonement, till fenfible tSut divine wiV^t-h 
and the damnation of hell are what he dcf*»tyes ; ani"^ 
wkat, without the propitiation of the adorable Jtiiis. 
he muft unavoidably fuffer. 

•I take it for granted we muft come to Chrift un- 
der that charafter by which he calls us, Now, it 
is evident, he invites us by the name of finners. As 
finners, therefore, miferable, ruined finners, we muft 
come to him for life and falvation. The gofpel of 
peace is preached to fuch, and them the gofpel calls j 
even thofe who are not confcious that they are the 
fubje£ls of any good difpofition. Yes, difconfo- 
late fiaier, be It known to you, be it never forgotten^ 

by 
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by you j That the gofpcl with all its bleflings, that 
Chrift with all his fulnel's, are a glorious provifion 
made by the great Sovereign, and by grace as reign- 
ing j for the guilty and the wretched— For fuch as 
have nothing of their own on which to rely, and ut- 
terly defpair of ever being able to do any thing for 
that purpofe- The undertaking of Jefus Cfirift was 
intended for the relief of fush as arc ungodly, al- 
• together mifcrable, and without hope in tncmfclvcs. 
Such was the beneficent defign of God, and fuch 
is the falutary genius of his gofpel.^ — Delightful, ra- 
vi(hing truth ! enough, one would think, to make 
the brow of melancholy wear a fmilc. Let me in- 
dulge the pleafing thought, and once more exprcfs 
the charming idea. The bleffings of grace were ne- 
ver defigned to diftinguifii the worthy, or to reward 
merit ; but to relieve the wretched and fave the 
defperate. Thefe — hear and rejoice t-r-thefe a« 
the patentees in the heg-venly grant. Yea, they 
have an exclufive rigbt. For as to all thofe who 
imagine themfelv^ to be the better fort of people j 
who depend On their own duties, and plead their. 
ownw^^i"cfs 5 who are not willing to (land on a 
level with publicans and harlots •, Chrift has nothing 
to do with tllem,. nor the gofpel any thing to fay 
to them. As they are too proud to live upon alms, 
or to be entirely beholden to fovereign grace for all 
their falvation ; fothey muft not take it amifs,if 
they have not tlie leaft afliftance from that quarter. 
They appeal to the law, and by it they mult ftand 
or fall. 

He therefore who believes in Chrift, relies on 
him as the juftifier of the ungodly. Not does he 
confider himfelf in any other light, or as bearing 
any other charadler, in that very moment when he 

firft 
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i 
fir(k believes on him : if he did, he could not be** 
lievc on him as the juftifier of fuch. The only 
[ encouragement a finner has to apply to Chrift for 
I all that he wants, confifts — not in a confcioufnefs 
\ of being poiTefied of any pious difpofition, of having 
come up to terms, performed any conditions, or as 
being any way different from what he was before—^ 
kt, in that grace which reigns, and is proclaimed 
in the gofpel. . Tes ; the free declarations of the 
gofpel concerning Jefus, contain a fufficient war- 
rant for the vileft finner, in the moll dcfperate cir- 
cumftances, to look for relief at the hand of Chrifl. 
Such as, / came not to call the righteous^ butftnnerf 
to repentance — ^he ^on of man is come to feek and to 
fave that ix^hich was lojl — Look unto me^ and he ye 
fiivedj all the ends of the earth — Come unto Me^ all ye 
thai labour and are heavy laden^ and I will give yoit 
tefi — Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wife cafl 
out — JVhofoever believeth in Hifhfhall not per'ijl}^ hut 
have eternal life. 

In rhefe, as in fimiiar pajdages of holy writ, the 
Cnner is encouraged to look to the Lord Redeemer, 
with aflurance that in fo doing he fhall not be dif- 
appointed — to look to Him, not as one whofe cha- 
ta&er and ftate are different fromthofe of the world 
in common -, but as a guilty creature and ready to 
perilh. Thefe free declarations are founded on the 
glorious undertaking and finilhed work of Chrift, 
vrhQ fuffered for the unjufi ,- who died for men, 
: vMXQJ^nners and ungodly ; and who reconciled them 
to Gody when they were enemies. So that all things 
are now ready for the finner's enjoyment and hap- 
pkiefs V here, in a life of faith ^nd hcliflefs ; here- 
after in the fruition of glory. — ^Tl^efe divine tefti- 
XDonies are only a fpecimen of what might be pro- 
1% duced 
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duced on the occafion ; arid th'eyi together with o- 
thers of the fame import, are the proper ground of 
our faith in Chrift, or dependence on him, for cver- 
laftiiig falvation. 

Hence it appears, that the finncr who is effectu- 
ally called of God, is not led by the Holy Spirit to 
believe in a dying Redeemer, under a perfuaOon of 
his being now diftinguifhedfrom his ungodl^r neigh- 
bours, and former felf ; or, in other words, of his 
being a much better man tliari he was before, in 
virtue of any good habits or qualities ; nor does his 
comfort arife from any fuch fuppofed alteration. 
No : the divine Spirit does not bear witnefs to our 
fpirits, concerning our own inherent excellencies \ 
or inform us how much we are fuperior to others ; 
but, , concerning the all-fufficiency, fuitablenefs, 
and abfolute freenefs of Chrift, and of all the blef- 
fings included in his mediation. The bafis of a 
believer's hope, and the fourcc of his fpiritual joy, 
are — not a confcioufnefs that he has done fomething 
toward his own falvation, call it beltevingy or what 
.; you will — but, the truth he believes and the Saviour 
on whom he relies : which truth, poffeffed in the 
heart, is alfo the fpring of his holinefs. . 

A fmner being brought, under the influence of 
the blefled Spirit, and by the inftrumentality of 
the gofpel, to renounce every, falfe confidence and 
legal hope, and, as to acceptance with the Moft 
High, to pour contempt on every righteouftiefs 
which is not in all refpefts perfefl: ; leans on Chrift, 
•as the rock of ages ; cleaves to him, as the only 
hope of the guilty \ and rejoices in him as ahte tofave 
io. the nttermofty ail, without exception, *voho come to 
God hy him. Now a new fcene of things opens to 
liis view. He beholds with amazement how God 
can be juft, and yet thejuftificr of the ungodly. 

The 
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The juft God dhd the Saviour appear iii tlic fame 
point of light. Now the everlafting covenant un- 
veils its infinite ftores to his raviflied fight, and the 
gofpel pours its healing balm into his wounded con- 
fcience. Jefus Chrill, and his righteoufnefs are 
now his only hope. He finds a fufficiency in the 
glorious Immanuel, not only to fupply all his wants, 
but to. make him infinitely rich, and eternally hap« 
py \ and in him he reds completely fatlsfied. He 
who^ but a little before, flood trembling and con- 
founded at the tribunal of confcicnce \ who could 
fcarcely imagine that God would be righteous if 
he did not pour out his vengeance upon him v finds 
the work of the heavenly Subftitute a full vindica- 
tion of the rights of juftice, and an everlafting foun- 
dation for his ftrongeft confidence. This won- 
. derful expedient, fo well adapted to glorify God 
and fave the, finner, he beholds with aftoniflimcnt, 
and contemplates with rapture. Yes, beholding 
Grace on the thrnne^ he bows, adores, and rejoices. 
Gratitude abounds in his hearty and praife flov/s 
from his lips. 

When he reflefts on his prefent unworthinefs 

and former ftate, beholding what enmity he che- 

.rifhed in his ^bofom againft. his Maker ; when he 

confiders how <:arnal his affections, how ftubbom * 

his willy ho\v proud his heart \ how often he had, 

in his condu^i, adopted the language of thofe wluo 

fay' to the Almighty, Depart from us : for nve dejtiy 

not the knowledge of thy ways ; he is amazed that he 

was.npt ipng.fince tranfmitted to hell. When he 

furthjsr .confiders.how ioth he was. to acknowiedgo 

^ divine : foiief^igiity, anq bow to heavenly mercy.; 

how long he refifted the calls of providence ; how 

itftdn he" ftifled^ the temonftrances of confcicnce; 
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and, tliat, If lefs than ^n infinite Agent had. been 
employed }n^ reducing an obftinate rebel to obedi-* 
ence, he had been finally obdurate and eternally^ 
miferable — when he thus refledls, he is filled with 
pleafing aftonifliment. On a comparifon between 
what his offences deferved, and what God has be- 
ftowed, he cannot forbear exclaiming ; ' What hath 
« God wrought ! What a miracle of mercy !* He 
is convinced lo a demonftration, that his Calling 
muft be afcribed to reigning grace. He is fully . 
perfuaded that God was the firft mover in this, as 
well as in every other blefling bellowed ; in 
every other benefit enjoyed, or promifed* When 
he meditates upon his calling, his language is ; « I 
•* am found of Him, whom I neither loved nor 

< fought. He is manifelled to me, after whom I 
* did not enquire.' He will fay,* I am known of God; 

< I am apprehended of Chrift :' rather than, < I know 
God 5 I apprehend Chrift*.* 

Thus to be called of- God is an inftance of reign- 
ing grace,, and an evidence of diftinguifliing love. 
Happy are you, reader, if you know by experience 
what it is to be called by grace. If fuch be your 
ftate, it becomes your indifpenfable duty to ivaii 
worthy of your calling ,- for it is high, holy, heaven- 
ly. Yes, believer 5 your calling is truly noble. You 
are called out of darhnefs into marvelkus light ; and 
out of worfe than Egyptian bondage, into the glori- 
ous liberty of the fons of God. You are called out 
of the world, into fellowlhip with Jefus Chrift, 
Called, you arcjout 6f a ftate of open rc^ilionagainft 
God, and painful anxiety of liiind, irito a ftate of 
reconciliation ind frit^dffiip j -of confcious peace 

* Luke XY. >|. 5. , . Rqm. x. %p* . G^ iv. ^. .l?^Up» 
iii. I a. 

9n4 
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ttnd heavenly joy* What fliall 1 fay ? you are cal- 
led from the llavcryof fin,tothepTafliccofholiners; 

into a ftatc of grace here, and to the enjoyment of 
glory hereafter. In (hort, it is the High God that 
called you ; it is the way of holinefs in which you 
are called to walk ) and it is an unfading inheritance^ 
an eternal kingdom, you are called to enjoy. Here 
is your blefiednefs, and here is your duty. The con- 
fideration of thcfe things, as a noble incentive to o* 
bedience, fliould fire your mind with godly zeal j 
(hould fill your heart with Chriftian gratitude ^ 
ihould direft your feet in the paths of duty, and ma- 
nifeft its conftraining influence through your whole 
conduA. 

To you that arc uncalled^ What fliall I fay ? your 
JStztc is awful. For, leaving the wirrld in your pre* 
fent fituation^ yofu are loft for ever ; you die to eter- 
nity. For none (haU be glorified hereafter, but fuch 
as are called here. If death ihould fummons you 
hence, before you are converted to Chrift, what 
will become of you ? as dry ftubble you muft fall 
into the hands of Him who u a confuming fire^-^ 

. You may entirely negleft the concerns of your foul ; 
you may, for a feafon, trifle with the affairs of reli- 
gion, and hcar^the gofpel with a carelefs indiffer- 
ence ; but, if grace fhould not intcrpofe for your 
refcue, dreadful will be the ifliie. The word of 
God and the gofpel of Chrift, will be a fwift witnefs 
againft you another day ; will be the favour of death 
unto ^eath to your foi I : while God, even God him- 
felf, will be your eternal enemy, Confider thisy ye 
that for g€t Gody lejlhe tear you in pieces ^ and there he 
none to deliver. 

If you attend on a preached gofpel and frequent 
tlie haufe of God, do not take it for granted that 
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you muft neec?8 be ti chriftiarij becatife you make Jt 
public profefiion, and yield a cool aflent to the truths 
This thoufands have done, this you may cfo, and 
yet perifh for ever. If not divorced from the law^ 
if not renewed in your mind and enabled to believe 
in Chrift, as % mifei'ablc helplefg firiner ; it will foon 
appear that you have only chofen a more decent, 
though lefs frequented path, to the regions of dark- 
ncfs ; and that you are damned with the fingic ad- 
Vantage, of having left a rcfpeflable charaftcr a- 
mongft yo^r fellow finner^^ A poor compenfatiori 
this for the lofs of an in: mortal foul, and an awful if- ' 
fuc of a religious profefiion ! God grant it may not 
be the cafe with my reader ! 

Nor let any'(^ miftake a fet of evangelical noti-* 
ons, received by*tducation, or imbibed under a gof- 
pcl miniftry, for true convcrfion. %xi^ faith in the 
great Redeemer4 A miftak«hcre 14 fatal, and has 
been the ruin of multitudes/ " A profeflbt may be 
wife ifi do£lrinals, and able to vindicate the truth 
agaihft its oppofers ; while his heart is entirely car-^ 
nal ; cold as ice, and barren as a rock. Though t 
undtrfiand nil myjlerits tiftd dll kmnvled^e^ and knve , 
mt chority : love to God arid love to his people, /• 
4immihing, Vaiti, theil, are the pretenfions of ail 
thdfe, whatever knowledge they may have of the 
gofpel, who live in fin \ who love not God, not 
feek his glory. They may fhine in religious con-» 
verfation ; they ttiay difplay their falents an3 feed 
their vanity, by defending truth and refuting error ) 
wid, confcious of fuperior abilities, may look down 
•with a folemn pride on perfons of meanej p^rts 
and lefs underftanding in the dodlrines of grat?c 5. 
but: their fuperiot knowledge will only aggravate 
their future wo^ and rendet damnation itfelf mare:.' 
dreadful. 
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Of Grcice^ af it reigns in a fully fr^e^ find evcrlajling 
Pardon. 



PARDON of fin is a bkfTmg of fupcrlatire 
worth, becaufe abfolateiy neceflary to prefcnt 
peace and future falvation. Without it, no indivi* 
dual of Adam's race can be happy. When the con- 
fcicnce of a finner is wounded with guilt, and op- 
prefled with fears Qi divine wrath, If is fought with 
ardour, as the moft defirable thing ; it is received 
with joy, as the firft of all favours. 

But great and neceffary as the blefllng is, had it 
notbeefffor that revelation contained in the Bible, 
mankind would have Iain under a fad uncertainty^ 
whether there was any fuch thing v^ f^rgivenefs 'with 
God. Being confcious of guilt, yet partial in their 
own favour, they might have pleafcd themfeivca 
with conjeSures, that he would not finally con- 
demn all hi^ offending creatures i but they could, 
never have arrivea at certainty. For by whatevef 
medium tliey might have come to the knowledge 
of God, as the Author of nature and Sovereign of 
the wotld 5 by the fame mean they muft have 
lnown,that perfe£bion iseflential to the Divine Cha^ 
rafter \ and, confequently, that the Deity muft b^ 
infinitely oppofite to moral evil. But whether fuch 
as had rebelled againft their eternal Sovereign might 
be for|;Sven, confiftently with his perfedions and 
jUtpofes, ai>d without impeaching KL^ honour as a 
^ ^ right eoui 
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righteotts governor ; this, unafliftcd reafon could 
not have determined- — Under what obligations then 
arc wc laid, to adore the condefcenfion and good- 
nefs of God \ who has not left us to grope in the 
dark, and to form a thoufand wild conje£tures about 
an affair of fuch yaft importance ! For, poffeiEng a 
divine revelation of the richeft grace, we are taught 
with abfolute certainty, that there is forgivenefs 
with our Maker and Sovereign. This revelation of 
mercy is of great antiquity, and almoft coeval with 
time itfelf- It was known to the patriarchs •, it M'jys 
exhibited in a clearer njanner under the Mofaic 
ceconomy. But, by the incarnation and work of 
the Son of God, it has received the higheft confirm 
.mation, and fliines in all its glory.— r Jehovah's par-* 
doning goodnefs was loudly proclaimed to Mofes, 
and makes a confpicuous figijre in that facred name, 
by which the God of Ifrael was known to ^lie 
church in the wiidernefs. As the Lord defcended 
in the cloud and Ji god with him the re j and proclaimed 
TliU NAME OF TilE LORD. And tl^ Lord pajfed 
by before hi'm^ and proclaimed; The Lord, The 
Lord God, merciful and gracjous, ^(>f^g'f^Jf^*'^^E> 
and abundant in goodnefs atid truth $ keeping mercy 

for ^thoufatldfy FpIi^GIVING INiqUlt^V, TRANSGRES-f 

«I0N, AND sii?. Yes, to the etAnal Sovereign be* 
Idng mercies and forgivmejes, though we havf rebelr 
led agaiftji iir»> 

. , This capital bleffing of the new covenant is re- 
prefented in the book of God by many ftrong me- 
taphors, and in a rich variety of language *, yet all 
in exa£i correfpondence to the different views which 
are there given of tlie dreadful nature and compli- 
f^at^d evil of fin.-r-Is the fmner defcribed as atl.over 
defiled^ and hathfome with hateful impurity ?. his 
pardon U denoted by the perfecf clcanfhg of his 

perfoa 
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perfon, and by the covering of all his filth.* Is he 
compared to a wretched infolvent^ and his offences 
to a debt of ten thoufand talent j ? his pardon is re- 
prefented by blotting out of the debt, or by a nonim^ 
tutation of it.J Is he likened to a perfon who la- 
Dours under the weight of an heavy hurdeny that 
galls his fboulders and finks his fplrits ? his forgive- 
neft is reprefented by lifting upy and by removing 
the painful incumbrance. $ Are his tranfgrellions,. 
for their nature, number and effefts, reprefented 
hf clouds / black, lowering, low hung clouds, that 
are juft ready to Imrft in a ftorm and to deluge the 
country ,? his pardon is defcribed by their total aho^ 
liiiony by blotting them out from the face of heaven, 
lb that no trace of them (hall be found, nor any 
mortal be able to tell what is become of them. If Is 
difobedience to the divine law pronounced rebellion • 
againft the Majefty of heaven, and the finner con- ^ 
fidered as a convi3 under fentence of death ? for- 
givenefs confifts in reverfmg the fentence^ and in 
remitting the penalty due to his crimes. Under this 
confideration, which is the proper notion of pardon, . 
the language of a gracious God is, Deliver him 
from going down to the pit ; / have found a ranfom. . 
The Lord is pleafe^ to reprefent the fame invalu* - 
able blefling, by cajling ourftns behind his back ; by . 
cafting *them into the depths of the fea ; by removitrg .- 
tl^em as far from us as the eajl is from the ivejl ; - 
by remembering them no more z and by making yi/w'-. 
let and cnmjon offences ivhitf as wooly yea, luhiter, 
than fnoHV. 

* Pialm xiv. 3, xxxiu i. and Ixxxv, 2. i John i, 7. Rev, i. ^» ' 
% Pfalin xxxii. 2. and li, r, 9. Matt, xvii. 24, ■ . > ' 

§ Pfalm xxxviii. 4. and x^xii. z. Matt. ». aS. .] 

^" Ifaiah xliv. 22. ..\ 

K . Ill 
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In this fotgivencfs grace reigns, and the rlchet 
of grace are difplayed. It is an abfolutely perfeft 
pardon \ and to make it fo^ three things are requir* 
ed. It muft be full, free, and cverlafting. That 
is, it muft extend to all fin ; it muft be vouchfafed 
without any conditions to be performed by the fin- 
ner; and it ihuft be abfolutely irreverjtble. But 
thefe things deferve a more particular confideration«. 

That forgivenefs which is equal to the wants of a 
(inner muft he full s including all fins, be they e- 
vcr fo numerous ; extending to aM their aggravati- 
on^, be they ever fo enormous. Every fin being a 
tranfgreffion of divine law, and every tranfgrelGon 
fubjeding the offender to a dreadful curfe ; if the 
guilt of every fin be not removed, if the penalty due 
to every fin be not remitted, the curfe muft fall up- 
on us, and wrath muft be our portion. Hence ap- 
pears the neceffity of a full pardon in order to happi- 
jiefs. — ^And as it is eflcntially neceffary, fo it is grant- 
ed. The fcriptures declare, that when our offended 
Sovereign pardons any of the human race, he for- 
gives all their fins. For, fays the King, whofe name 
is the Lord of Hosts : I ivill cleanfe them from ajll 
their iniquities whereby they havefnned againjl me : 
end I ivill pardon ALL their iniquities whereby they 
have finned^ and whereby they have tranfgrejfed agait^i 
me*^ Delightful declaration ! To forgive fin is a di- 
vine prerogative. None can difpenfe the unfpeak- 
able favour )iut God. This he declares he wUl do: 
and that h^will not only forgive fomc fins, or a few^ 
but all ; all entirely, 

l.et us hear anotncr ambaffador from the court of 

heaven. The prophet Micah, when fpeaking of tl\c 

King Eternal, witli an air of thankfgiving . and of 

ioy declares » He wiU turn again. He iviil A^ife 

\ .C^wj>a/^oft 
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tompajftm tfpon us. He wi/l fubdue our iniquities : 
and Thou wilt caji ALL their ^ns into the depths of the 

fea. He ivi/I turn again ^ not as an incenfed adver- 
fary, to execute vengeance ; but as a friend and a 
father to manifeft his grace. Beholding with pi- 
ty our miferable condition and helplefs circum dan- 
ces, He Hvill have compajfton upon us \ He will re- 
lieve our diflrefs, and richly fupply our various 
wants. As difobedicnce is the taufe of all our mi- 
fery, and that abominable thing which he deteilsi 
He will fubdue ourfiubborn iniquities ; he will re- 
move their guilt by atoneing blood, and annul their 
dominion by victorious grace, And as a further 
expreifion of pardoning love, Thou wilt cafiy not a 
few, or the greater part only, but all their fins intB 
the depths ^f the fea^ Their fins, as a burden too 
heavy for them to bear, as an objcd too hateful for 
Thee to behold ; thou wilt for ever remove from, 
them, for ever caft out of thy fight. Here the fuU 
ncfs and the perpetuity of divine forgivenefs, are ex- 
pisifled with all the force of language. Another in* 
fallible writer expreffes the glorious truth, and cele- 
brates the ineffable blefling, in language of exulta- 

. tion. To hear his words is delightful ; to partake 
in his joy, is tranfporting. Blefs the Lord, O viy 

fouli and all that is ivtthin me, blefs his holy name-^ 
Wboforglveth ALL thine iniquities, who heakth ALL 
ihy£feafes^ Such b his language, and fuch the 
ground of his exuberant joy : and a folid foundation 
it is fdr inceflant thankfglvmg. For when, and 
tQ whonifoever, God pardoneth fin ; he fo forgives 
it, that, as to the eye of his vindiftive juftice h^fees 
it no more ; there is none to be found \ky^ can be char- 
ged upofi ^em *. Hence there is no condemna- 
ti'ia to fuch perfons. , .. This 

* Numb, xxiii. ai, Jcr» 1. ao. Kom. viii. 33. 
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This forgivenefs is worthy of God, and fuitabfe 
ta the chief of finners. Proceeding from fovereign 
grace, it reaches the fouleft crimes aifdthe .moft abo- 
minable trafgreffions. By this gracious pardon, 
fcarlet and crimfon lins arc made white as iv&o/ ; yea, 
whiter than /now. The bloody fins of Manaflch j. 
the madnefs of rage in a pcrfecuting Saul ; the 
bitter taunts of the Thief againft the Son di God, 
when both were in their expiring moments ; and 
the fm of crucifying the Lord of glory •, thefe, all 
thefe, with their various and horrid aggravations, 
have been pardoned. Thefe, thqugh inconceivably 
heinous, and fomc of them fuch as were never com* 
mitted,. either before or fince, have been forgiven by 
a gracious God. The blood of Chrift is pofleffcd 
of infinite energy, arifingfrom thefuperlative digni- 
ty of Him who Ihed it,and is able to eleanfe from all 
flit. From each fin, be it ever Jo heinous ; from all 
. fins be they ever ib numerous. — Thus grace, like a 
mighty and compaffionate monarch, paffes.an aft of 
oblivion on millions and millions of the moft aggra* 
vated offences and complicated crimes. 

Did the moft abandoned profligates know what 
forgivenefs there is with God, they would no lon- 
ger be held by the devil under that injurious per- 
fuafion and fatal fnare, There is no hope. Nor would 
tliey form the rafti conclufion, WeJ?ave loved fran* 
gersi and after them will we go*. — Jehovah is the 
God of pardon. This is his name, and this is his 
glory f .For thus faith the Lord ; / will pardon all 
their iniquities — and it fball be to me a NAME- OF 
j^ov, A PRAISE^ AND AN HONOUR, before allthenatioM 

* Jer. ii. ts- \ Exod. xxxiv. tf, 7. Nch. ix. ^7. 
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if the earth f and all the angels in heaven ; wiicb 
Jhall hear of ail the fuperiative good that I do unto 
tbem%, Aftonifliing words ! The Sovereign of all 
worlds feems to glory in pardoning mercy^ as one of 
the brighteft jewels in his own eternal crown. Well, 
therefore, might the church cry out in a tranfport 
of joy \ Who is a God like unto thee ? that par doneth 
iniquity of the moft complicated and (hocking kind ; 
andpaffeth by^ with the utmoft rcadinefs, the tranf- 
grejion of the remnant of his heritage ? He retain'* 
etb not his anger for ever / and the glorious reafon 
i$i a reafon which ought never to be forgotten, be-* 
caufe A^PELIGHTETH ih mercy *• 

Come, then, poor trembling fmner ! though con» 
fcious that the number and magnitude of your fins 
are ine]4)reiEbly great ; come let us reafon together, 
and contemplate the riches of grace. What, diough 
you are by nature an apoftate creature and a child of 
wrath 5 though you have, by innumerable tranfgref- 
fions, violated the law of God and incurred its ever- 
lading curfe — Though you arc grown hoary in re* 
bellion againft your divine Sovereign and look upon 
yourfelf as a monfter of iniquity — ^Though your fins 
of heart, of lip, and of life ; fins of omiflion, and fins 
of commiilion ; fins of ignorance, and fins againft 
knowledge ; like an armed hoft in terrible array 
Iwfiegc you on every fide, and call aloud for ven- 
geance on your guilty head — ^Though, to heighten 
your mifery, the enemy of mankind (hould come in 
like a flood, and load you with horrid accufations ; 
ihould tell you that, by your offences, you have dar- 
ed God's vengeance to his face, and folemnly mock- 
ed him in your duties \ and fo fet a keen^ edge oa 

* X Jer. xxxxii. 8, j* 

*Mich. vii. x8. 

K» all 
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all your fenfations of guilt-^And^ to complete your 
diftrefs, though your own confcience tiim evidence 
againfl you, ratify the dreadful verdid^ arid pro- 
nounce the defer ved fentence ; fo that you are ready 
to conclude you are almofl: a damned foul, and that 
jotsr caie is abfolutely defperate ; yet ftill there is 
relief to be had. Notwithftanding all thcfe deplo- 
rable circumilances, there is no reafon to fink in 
defpair. For, behold I there is full forgivenefs with 
God \ and fuch is his mercy, he waits to be gracious 
in bellowing the invaluable blefling. As he never 
confers the favour, on account of any thing amiable 
in the obje£l \ fo he never withholds it, on account 
of any peculiar aggravations in the finner's conduti 
or character. To difpute this, is to deny that falvati- 
on is by grace. Divine mercy is not conditionalpiar- 
row, or limited ; not like that which is exercifed by 
men, backward to interpofe^ till fomething inviting 
. appear in its objeft. No ; it is divinely lovereign, 
and abfolutely free. 

Confider, O difcoufolate foul ! how many mil- 
iions now inhabit the regions of immortal purity and 
exult in blifs, that were once loathfome ^^th fm, 
and laden with guilt \ preffed with fears, and ready. 
to fink ip defpair ; in a word, altogether as abomi* 
nable and wretched as you can poflibly be, Refleft 
a moment, and fee whether you cannot find, among 
thok /pints ofthejujl made ' perfeBy fuch as were 
bv nature the fame, and, before mercy was fhowed, 
no better by praftice than yourfelt.--Tliere you will 
find that adept in every kind of wickednefe, the ido- 
altrous arid bloody Manafleh*. There you may 
fee the perfidious Peter ; the man who, contrary 

* % Kiags ^. a Chron. xtxiii* 
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to the diftatcs of his confcience, to the warnings of 
hisMafter knd to his own mo ft folemn proteflationsj 
denied, with oaths and curfes*, his Lord and Safvi- 
our, who was then going to fpiii his very blood 
for him. There you may behold many of the pro- 
fligate Corinthians } perfons that were once a re- 
proach to their country, and a fcandal to human na- 
ture. • While, near to the Son of God, and fcated 
on thrones of blifs, you cannot butobferve many of 
thofe Jerufalem fmners, who imbrued their hands in 
the blood of our divine Lord. Thefe make a diftin- 
guiihed figure among the (hining hods ; the very 
thought of which m\ift revive the heart of a droop- 
ing finner. In a word, therd you will fee iinners of 
every fort and of ev^ry ^zt* So that, be your fins 
like a debt of millions of talents ; be they more in 
number than the ftars in the firmament, and 
heavier than the fand of the fea ; yet this/«// for- 
givenefs fuperabounds. Let this be your reft and 
diis your joy, that grace reigns in the pardon of 
^Olfirn . ^ 

The next requifite in a complete pardon is, that 
it \Kfree j or in other words, not vouchfafcd on any 
conditions to be performed by the finner. — In re-, 
gard to Chrifl our furety, the pardon of any, even 
tjie leaft oflFence, was fufpendedon the performance; 
of the moft dreadful conditions and the hardeft terms. , 
The terras, the conditions were, his incarnation,Jii8; 
moft perfeil obedience to the divine law, and fub-. 
je£lion to the moft infamous death of the crofs. As . 
to Chrift our fubftitue, blood was the rigorous con-^ 
dition ; blood was the dreadful demand ; even the * 
pouring out of his own ihod w^^ the righteous re«r 

* ftliurk xiv. fu 
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quifitibn of divine juftxcc. For without Jheddlng rf 
bloody even the blood of the Prince of life and Lord 
of glory, fl^ere is no remijjion of any offences. The 
atonement of our glorious Highprieft is that which 
fatisfics the claims of jufticc, which procures the par- 
don of fin, and pacifies theconfciences of men, whea 
pained with a fenfe of guilt. 

This forgivenefs is, notwithftanding, abfoltitely 
free to the pardoned finner. It h difpenfed accord^ 
ing to the riches of divine mercy, and is received in 
a way of grace. As itis wnritten ; IVi have redemption 
through his bipod j even tie forgivenefs of fins , accord* 
ing to the riches of his grace. The death of Chrift 
is the meritorious caufe, and the glory of God is 
the ultimate end, that Jehovah has in view when he 
bellows the blefllng. God for ChrifTsfake hathfor* 
given you — /, even I. am he^ that Uotteth out thy tranf" 
grefjions for my own fake,- — ^The laft paffage is forc» 
markably appofite, that I cannot forbear tranfcribing 
it more at large. But thou haft not called upon 
tne^ Jacob ; but thou haft been weary of nw, 
IfraeL Thou hafl^ eiot brought me the fmaH cat^ 
tUrfthy burnt offerings^ neither haft thou honoured tm 
with thy facrifcesm I have not caufed thee toferve 
mfiib an offerings nor wearied thee with incenfe. Thou 
haft brought me no fweet cane with money ^ neither 
haft thou filled me with the fat of thy facrifices ; but 
thou haft made me toferve with thyfinsy thou haft 
wearied me with thine iniquities^ After f uch a heavy 
charge ; rather, after fuch a complication of charges 
exhibited againft them ; who could expeft but t^^^ 
n^xt words would flafh vengeance, and denounce 
tcrf!eftru£tion? But lo !— rejoice, O ye heavens! 
Ihout for joy, O ye children of men ! —every f 
bie is balm, every word teems with confolation. 

' «o^ 
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ROVAH fpeaks— let the worft of finners attend and 
hear ! /whom thou haft fo . notorioufly ofFended, 
iven I am he^ that hlotUth out thy iranfgrejfwns ; not 
becaufe thou art humble, or any way qualified for 
mercy, hut /<?r mine own sake; to demonftrate 
the riches of my grace, and to difplay the glory of 
all my perfeGions. ^/irffo fully and effeftually 
Oiall this be done, that I will net rememler thy fns 
any more. —Here we have the apoftle's declaration 
finely exemplified ; Where Jin abounded^ grace did 
mucD more abound. In the inftance before us, wc 
behold a people, highly favoured of the Lord, ne- 
glefting his pofitive appointments, though eafy to 
be performed ; we behold them rejlraimng prayer 
before God^ and quite weary.of his worfliip. Tca^ 
we hear their Sovereign complain that they have 
caufed him to ferve with their fins, and wearied him 
with their multiplied crimes ; and yet thefe impious 
wretches are pardoned. Amazing mercy ! Sin a- 
boundslike a flood, but grace abounds like an ocean » 
If pardon thus circumftanced be not abfolutely free, 
inrefpcflb of the criminal,Ithink it would puzzle the 
• moft fruitful invention to contrive a foim of words 
to exprefs^ny fuch a thing. 

The Spifit of infpiration, fpeaking by the fame 
prophet ip another place, declares ; For ihe imquity 
of his covetiufnejs was I wroth and f mote him ; 1 hid 
me and *ti\ns wroth y and he went onfrowardly ift the 
nvay of Sf heart. What expedient does the Lord 
try ti^xt ? Since thefe milder methods did not re- 
claim' tte obftinate, rebellious, covetous wretch 5 it 
might xtaturaUy beexpefted that God would proceed 
immediately to lay on feverer ftrokes, and to make 
him feel the vengeance of his lifted arm. But reign- 
ing grace does wonders •,• fuch* wonders a& will fill 
- heavea 
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heaven With hallelujahs to all eternity. / have fteH 
hh ivay^ fays the Lord. Surely, then he will teach 
him not to offend any more, by inflifling an awfuL 
punifhraent, and by making him a fignal example 
of avenging juftice ? Such would be the determina- 
tion and condu£b of men, in dealing with a ftub« 
born, yet impotent advcrfary. But Jehovah's me- 
thods of reclaiming offenders, and of foftening the 
hearts of his hardened enemies, are not like ours ; 
they are in a peculiar manner his owny and highly 
becoming himfelf. He adds, amazingly gracious 
indeed l-^he adds, and nvill heal him of thefe hit 
invetrate maladies. / at/;// pardon all his offences, 
and lead him alfo in the ways of obedience. And^ 
having fliown him the infinite evil of his former con- 
du&, and pofleffed his heart of godly forrow, I will 
rejlore comforts unto him, and to all his mournirSi-^ 
A gloriouily free pardon indeed ! Here grace takes 
the rebels in hand \ and what is the confequence \ 
Why, their fpiritual difeafes are healed j their 
crying fins are pardoned \ the fons of Belial are 
jreducedto obedience, and made partakers of heavenly 
joy. 

Let us now conCder fome few of thofe eminent 
and everlafting monuments of grace, as it reigns in 
the free pardon of fin, that ftand recorded in the 
New Teftament, — Saul, afterward called Paul, was 
a barbarous perfecutor of the children of God. 
The facred hiltorian informs us, that his rancorous 
heart breathed out threatenings and Jlaughter againft 
the faints of the Moft High. Had it been in his 
power, he would have dealt deftruCUon among the 
chriilians by every breath he drew.— Would you fee 
a further dcfcription of his malice and rage againflt 
the peaceful and holy dilciplesof Jefus i Would you 

bdxoii 
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behold this tyger in human form purfuing and de- 
vouring the innocent lambs of Chrifl, to the utmost 
extent of his power ? then read the following words. 
Jpuni/hed them oft in every fynagoguey and^compelUd 
them to blafpheme. And^ being exceedingly mad 
againft them^ J perfecuted them even untojlrange ci^ 
ties. Is it poflible for words to exprefs a more dia- 
bolical temper, or a more favage barbarity ? What 
had the objefts of his implacable fury done, that he 
became fo highly inccnfed againftthem ? The grand 
offence was, they loved our Lord, and owned him 
for the true Meffiah. For this he ftirred up all his 
rage, and would not fuffer them to live. He might 
well acknowledge, when he came to his right mind ; 
/ was a blafphemerj aper/ecutor^ and injuriotis* Yet 
this man j than whom, none can be greater ene- 
mies to God, none more vile er unworthy ; thi« 
butcher of the members of Chriil obtained mercy. 
On a fudden, when his thoughts were big with 
flaughter, and his heart thirfting for blood \ when 
he was aiming, if poffible, to extirpate the chriftian 
charafter, and caufe the remembrance of a crucifi- 
ed Meffiah to ceafe from the earth ; even that was 
the time the perfecuted Saviour chofe to manifeft 
his love to him^ He wa3 po\yrerfully (Iruck with 
conviftion, called by grace, pardoned and juftified, 
and became an heir of eternal falvation. Nor was 
he required to perform any condition, as in the Icaft . 
entitling tothefe bleffings, or as qualifying for them* 
Is it recorded of him, that he was exceedingly mad 
againft the chriftians ? his own pen has informed 
us, that the grace of our Lord was exceeding ahm'^ 
dant toward him. So that though^w aboupded^ gratH , 

did much more abound. 
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But fome perhaps may be inclined to think, that 
the grace exercifcd toward Paul was as extraordina- 
ry» as the means of his converfion were miraculous* 
Let the apoitie himfelf determine the cafe. - He 
fays, For this cauje I obtained mercy^ that — what ? 
That I mi?ht appear as a Angular inltance of divine 
mercy ? that I might enjoy a favour not vouchfaf- 
cd to any of my feilow-finnfcrs ? No \ but that in 
^^firjl^ Jefits Chrifi might {how forth all longfuf* 
ferifigy FOR A PATTERN to them ivhojbould hereafter 
believe on him to life everlajling* ^ Hence it is plain, 
that the longfufFering and grace, whidi were mani- 
fefted in the pardon and faivation of Saul the per* 
fecutor, are to be confidered \ not as ^a particular 
inftance of fovereign bounty, rarely, if ever, to be 
repeated j but as the very exemplar of what fliould 
be fliowed to millions and millions of tranfgreflbrs 
if! fucceeding ages — even to all who fliould after- 
ward believe on Chrift to life eternal f . 



* 1 Tim, i, 1 5. Eph. ii. 5, 7. 

J That lively and evangelical writer, HEiiVEY,'wlien treat- 
ing on tlie converfion of Paul, expreflfes himfelf in the following 
manner. * Obferve this man in bis unconverted ftate. He 

• breathes out threatenings andjlaughter againft the chriftians, 

• Can any thing denote a mojre iniquitous and favage temper ? 

• -The roaring lion, and the raging bear are gentle creatures, 

• compared with this monfter in human (hapc. — Still the dc- 

• fcription of fiis barbarity heightens. / nvas exceedingly mad 

• againft them, I compelled them to blafpheme ; and pumfbei 

• them in cuery fynagogue* The pra(5lice, not of a man, but of 

• a fiend ! * Tis the very pidlure of an incarnate devil, — What 

• has this infernal wretch, that may recommend him to thedlvine 

• favour ? If ever there was a finner on earth, tliat had finned 

• -beyond the reach of mercy, beyond the poflibility of pardon, 

• <<'areiy it muft be this Saul of Tar fas. 

* But the divine mercy, djfdaijiing all limits, is overflowing 

• and nnmeafurable. Where fin "lias abounded lik* > 4<'^». 

• divine mercy aboiuids like an ocean. The favour of man is 

The- 
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The cafe of Zacchcus the publican, of the Sama- 
titan Woman, and of the Philippian Jailer, loudly 
attefts tte glorious truth for which I am pleading. 
Zaccheus was chief among the publicans, and, it 
is highly probable,' was not the leaft among the 
extortioners. Among his neighbours, his employ- 
ment was deteftablc, hi$ charadlcr profligate, and 
his company fcandaiqus. That his employment 
was deteftable, none can doubt. That his cha- 
rafter was profligate, appears from hence. The 
office of chief among the pubiicansy was what no fon 
of Abrahani, \f^o had not loft his rej^tation j or 
who was no( of an abandoned, fhamekfs charatter^ 

* back\x!'ard to interpofe tiU (\xmething amiable and invltincr ap- 

* pears in the ohje<fl. But t^e grace of God Is imjnfiifcly rich 
' and in^tely tree. It prevents the moft vile and hardened re- 

* bels. It brings every requifite and recommendation, in its own 

* anfpeakably Dencficent nature, It accomplishes all its bklVeKl 

* ends, not by any towarclly difpofition in thefinncr,but, by that 
'one glorious righteouihefs pro.videKl in the Saviovir. — ^'Ihis over-, 

* took the p^ifccUtor on his journey to Damafcus. Light and 

* life were poured u^on him, not from any dawn of retormutiqn 

* iahimfelf, but from a very different quarter. By opening, as 

* it w^re, a window in heaven, while he wa& i'ojourning even ki 
' the fuburb^ of hell, He fakv r^ai Just one. He received 
' the ineftimable gift. He was made partaker of the falvatiqn 

* which is in JefusChritt. 

* See. now, what an efFedl this faith has upon hi^ conduct. It 

* caufes a totfil rfvolution }n the fentiments of his miiwl. It 

* gives a newbisis to every faculty of his foul. It introduces '^n 

* abfoiute change into the whole tcnour of his behaviour. A^ 

* great and marvelloui a change, as if you fhould behold fome 

* mighty torrent, turned by rtie (hock of an earthquake ; arjd 
' rolling thofe waters to the eaft, which, from the beginning of 

* time, had flowed incefiantly to the weft. He adores that Je- 

* fus v/hqjn he lately blafpl^med. He preaches that fairh 
'which he once deilroyed. And he is regdy to lay doxvn his 

* life for thofe belicvefs, whom, not long ago, he perfccutcjd 

* unto death.' l^teroH a/td AJpafio^ Vol, Ui, p. 233* 234- 
£4it. 5th, 

" ' Ja would 
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would undertake. And that his company wa(s. * ef- 
teemed fcandalous, is evident from that- keen re- 
flexion upon the condu£^ of Jefus, when he be- 
came a gueit at his table* They murmured^ faying^ 
that he was gone to be a guejl with a man that is aftn^ 
ner ; a worthlefs, infamous fellow. A complaint 
of the fame kind with that of Simon the Pharifee : 
This many if he nvere a prophet^ ivould have known 
luhoy andfwhai manner of woman this is that ioitcheth 
himforfbe isaftnner ; 2l perfon of ill fame, one 
that is ta reproach to her fex. But, notwithftand- 
ing the mi%prthy charadler or condudl of this Jcw- 
iili publican, .he is ihftantan^oiifly converted. No 
courfe of duties, prior to his believing on Chrift, is 
afTigned him. No qualifications, as predifpofing 
for pardon, mentioned, This day^ without any pre- 
vious preparation, is-faltjation come to this houfe. Nay, 
before our Lord exprefled thofe gracious words, 
Zaccheus made hafte-^r-came down from the tree — 
and recein}ed him joyfully. Now, as things were then 
circumftanced in reference to the entertaining oif 
Chrift, it is not at all probable that he (hould have 
received himjoyfallyy without believing in him ; nor 
could that have been, without receiving the remifi- 
lion of fins. This therefore is a noble inftance of 
an abfolutely free and unconditional pardon. 

The converfion of the Samaritan woman is an in^ 
(lance much to our purpofe. This woman lived in 
ignorance of God and his worfhip^ and in the vilt 
pra£i:ice of adultery, till, by a remarkably gracious 
providence, ilie met with our Lord. He made him- 
felf known to her* She Relieved on him ; coi - 
fed her faith in him ; and, confequently, recc I 
that forgivenefs which is by him. Nor can wc r 
pofe, without offering violence to reafon and f< - 
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ftttc, that CSirift confidered her as having complied . 
vith any terms, or as having performed any condi- 
tioos, qualifying for that pardon and thofe bleffings 
which were vouchfafcd to her. 

The converfion of the Philippian Jailer is equally 
appofite, and equally ftrong in proof of our point. 
The Jailer vtras a Gentile idolater, a barbarous perfe- 
cutor, and, in purpofe, a felf-murdercr. Yet, be- 
ing awakened in his confcience, he was dife&ed by- 
an infallible guide to believe on the Lord Jefus Chrtji 
i^imediately ; with the (trongeft afTurance that in fo 
doing he Jbould be favtd. Had Paul and Sihs 
tliought of any predifpofing or * qualifying conditi- 
ons> to be attained in any way, or performed by 
any means; 'had they thought the performance of* 
religious duties, a GOurfe of humiliatioil for fin-, or' 
the evideiK:e 6f auy degree of love to God, previouf-' 
ly neceflary to faith in Jefus for pardon aiii aeccpt*' 
ance ; no doubt but thofe ambaffadors oT Chrifti 
who feunncd'notto declaire the whole cdunfel of' 
God, would have given fome intimation of thefe 
things to the trembling querift. But as they dire£l- 
edhim immediately to truft in the 'Saviour, as free 
for any, free for the vileft of fintiers^ without giv- 
ing him any fuch intimation •, we may conclude 
that they did not cocfider any thihg necc'ffary for 
that piirpofe. Now, as their judgment and conduft* 
ia thefe important affairs, are Acknowledged to- have 
been according to the mind of God \ we may venture 
taaflert, that there is no good difpofition, no holinefs, 
nor any fruits of fanftification requiiite, as the con- 
dition of pardon. ^ • ^ 
- I might produce Various other ipftances, from the 
volume of revelation, to the fame purpofe •, • but I 
iliall content myfelf at this time with felling one. 

It 
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It IS that of the Thief on the crofs : and as his cafe 
is very remarkable, the reader will excufe me if I a 
little enlarge upon it. Tliis man died the nioft ig- 
nominious death ; a death which was not common- 
ly executed on any offenders, but fuch as were the 
refufe of mankind^ and guilty of attrocious crimes. 
To this death he was defer vedly brought ; his own 
confciencc acknowledging the juftice of the execu- 
tion. An hardened villain we find he was, accor- 
ding to the teftimony of two Evangelifts, even after 
he was fattened to the crofs, Mathew informs us, 
that the ymiE.W'E.salfo^^hlchiuere crucified ivith Chrijlf 
took up the words of reproach and blafphezny, 
which were uttered by the chief priefts, fcribes and 
ciders, againft Jefus the Son of God, then dying for 
the fins of men ; and caft the fame in his teeth. And 
Mark fays, They that *were crucified wth him^ 
r£vi-ed him*^ Hence it appears, tliat they were both 
moft obdurate wretches ; that they were both guil- 
ty of pcrfecuting the dying Saviour, to the utmoft 
of their power, and of blafpheming his offices and 
work. This vileft of mifcreants, juftly fuffcring for 
his own crimes, could not be ignorant, that Jefus 
was nailed to the crofs for claiming to be the Son of 
God, arid for profeffing himfelf to be the Meffiah j 
nor could he be unacquainted with the meaning of 
thofe forcaftlc refledlions, that were caft upon him 
by malevolent rulers and an infolent rabble. Yet 
he joined the common cry j he poured the bitter* 
eft reproaches on the moft innocent and glorious 
Perfon that ever appeared in the world. This he 
did when Jefus was in his dying moments, and 
when his own body was extended on a crofs, tranf- 

* Matt* xxvii. 44. Mark xv. 32. 

fixed 



/// our Pardon* 113 

fixed with nails in the mod fenCble parts, and rack- 
ed with exquifite pain. Such a conduct, in fuch 
. circumilances, evidently difcovcrs the moil aftonifh- 
ing degree of impenitence for his own crimes — the 
greateft abhorrence of the bleeding Immanucl — the 
higheft infenfibility of his own ftatc toward God, 
and unconcernednefs about the momentous a&irs 

*' of an eternal world. He afted as if his tormenting 
others were a relaxation of his own pains. Whence 
could fuch a condu£i proceed ? whence, indeed, but 

r from the principles of Atheifm, or from the rage of 

\ thedevil i 

Such was die ftate of this Thief, till fome time 
after he was crucified. Such were the qualifications 
which he poilefled, predifpofing for pardon. Yet 
ke, though enorraoufly vile— let reigning grace 
have the glory ! — was pardoned. Being convinced 
ofthefupcrlative dignity of JefusChrift, as well as 
the injuftice of his condemnation ; being informed 
ofthedefign of his fufferings, and of the nature of 
that work he was then finifliing •, when the other 
thief, his companion in wickedncfs, continued his 
opprobrious language, he rebuked him iharply, and 
addrefled a prayer to the dying Jefus. In which 
he acknowledged his Deity ; owned him as Lord of 
the unfeen world ; and as having authority to dif- 
pofe of crowns and thrones in glory, to whomfoever 
he pleafed. In doing which,he paid him the high- 
eft honour which mortals can pay to the true God. 
His petition ist Lor J remember' me when thou come/fi/i^ 
io thy kingdom ! Jefus anfwers him with that majet 
ty and condefcenfion which become none but tlic 
Supreme Pofleflbr of heaven and earth. Vcrily t 
fii ff«/a tbee^ To-day Jbait thou be %vith me in para-^ 

1L^ difi 
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d'/t'*. The petition of the dying criminal fuppofes 
faith in the illullrious fuflerer, as the all-fufficicnt 
Siiviour ; and the gracious anfwer which Jefus re- 
turned irrefragably proves it. His comprehenfive 
petition being readily granted, we may infer that 
his offences were pardoned and his perfon accepted.- 
Now, can it be fuppofed that the dying Redeemer, 
when he vouchfafed pardon to him, confidercd him 
in any other Hght than that of a notorious oficndcr, 
a moft ungodly wretch ? Is it poflible to conceive, 
with any appearance of reafon or of fcripture, that 
this Thief performed any intitling or qualifying 
conditions, previous to the mercy and forgivcncfs 
that were granted and manifefted to him. 

Can we imagine that this thief, when hefaidr#mm- 
ter ME, could pofTible coiifider himfelf as any other 

* How amazing the methods of grace I How mortifying to 
human pride is the condudl of Chrift 1 In the time of his public 
miniftry he was addrefled by a very decent, iefpe<5able, and appa- 
rently devout yotmg rulei\ A perfon who to outward appearance, 
was very proraifing, and likely to be an honour to the Redeemer's 
rifi-ng intereft. Yet, notwithftanding all his recommendations of 
worldly property and poliflied manners, of honourable character 
and devout addrefs ; hewasfent z.W9.y exceedingly forroivfuL Bot 
here we behold the holy Jefus returning the moft gracious anfwer 
to the very firft petition of an abandoned malefaiflor, a thief even 
juft: before he breathed his laft. Confequently, he was fo far from ■ 
having any recommendations, either of perfon or of character, that 
every thing about him was quite the reverfe. So true are thofe 
words, though fpoken with an ill intent ; Behold a friend ofpubli- 
cans and Jinners. — The ivhole have no need of a phyfician^hvX 
they that are fchy appears to have been the maxim on which 
Meffiah formed his conduct. And why (hould the righteous, oi 
the felf-fufficierit, be ofiended at this ? If they can do without 
the manifeftation offuch grace, others cannot. But if the elder 
brother will be difpleafed, becaufethe prodigal is accepted, who 
• can help it ? Such, however, as feel their want and look to the 
crofs alone for relief, will entirely acquicfce in the conduct: of 
Chrift: Being well perfuaded, that it is for his eternal honcmr, 
and for their eyerlafting falvation. — Luke xviii. i8 — 23. 

.' than 
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than the vileft mifcreant *? Yet, with great boldnefs, 
and no lefs acceptably, he uttered the words.— Na- 
ture teaches and pride fuggefts, * This is a kind 

< of language becoming none but the dying lips of 
« prophets, of apoftles, or of martyrs ^ of fuch as 

< have been eminent for good works and picJus fer- 
« vices all their days,' Whence, then, could this in- 
famous man derive fuch a degree of holy boldnefs, 
fo acceptable to tlie bleeding Immanuel ? With 
what confidence, or upon what ground could he 
fay. Remember me ? It is impoifible, I fhould think, 
for the invention of man to find any other reafon ; 
nor can all the hofts of angels find a better, than 
that grace which reigns. That grace — let angels and 
the fpirits of the juft made perfe61: dwell on the 
charming found ! let the woril of finners look to it 
and- rejoice in it ! — that grace, which was the only 
bafis of hope for the greateft apofllcs, and the moll 
holy among the children of men ; is an all-fufficient 
ground of dependence,even for blafphemers andpcr- 
fecutors, for thieves and murderers ; or, as Paul 
fays, for the chief of fnmers. 

Here we behold with wonder and contemplate 
with joy the conducl of the Lord Redeemer in mak- 
ing choice of one as his companion to glory, when 
he made his exit and left the world. Of one who 
had — not like Enoch, walked with God ; not like 
Abraham, rejoiced to* fee the day of Chrift, and 
longed for its commencement ; nor like old Simeon, 
waited with ardent expeftation for the ccKifolatiqn 
of Ifrael — but of one who, for aught appears to the 

•** Memento «f«, hominis flagitiofiffimi. fub ptfccatum v^df* 
V ti, bipeddm peflimi, et peccatorum^ maximi ; f/uando menerrs 
** inre^iwm tuum^ utet ego gratiaminveniamapiidte,et firmam 
** ac fecuram fub alis aeternaee tuas majeftatis ftadoncm." MiiRC- 
KEN, Obfcrv^ Crit, inFaJioiu D, N» /. C.p* 78^ 
. . .* : . contrary. 
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contrary, had devoted all his timfe and all his talents 
to the fervicc of Satan— -of one, whom the fword of 
civil juftice permitted not to live \ and who in the 
eye of the public, was lefs worthy of mercy than 
Barrabbas himfelf, who was guilty ot /edition and 
murder ; was a vile incendiary and a bloody ruffian. 
Aftonifliing procedure of Jefus the Judge of the 
world ! When fuch a wretch is faved, who can def- 
pair ? — At that ever- memorable and amazing peri- 
od, when the Son of the Higheft was in -the pangs 
of diflblution, Jehovah was determined to (how, by 
an inconteftable fa£b, that the falvation which was 
then fihidiing, originated in fovereign mercy ; flow- 
ed in atoning blood ; was equal to the wants of the 
moil abominably wicked; and terminated inhis own 
eternal glory, as its ultimate defign. This, this is 
grace indeed ! Grace, 

* Not to be thought on, but with tides of joy, 

• Not to be. mention'd, but with fliouts of praife/ 

Can we ccafe to admire the power of divine grace 
in the falvation of this Thief ? What an amazing 
difference takes place in a few hours, as to his cha- 
rafter and ftate ! When firft extended on the crofs, 
we view him one of the moft hardened wretches^ 
whofe charafter is recorded \n any hiftory. Then 
we hear him pray, and behold him a . fincere peni- 
tent. And lo 4 before the day is elapfed, even while 
his body — a deformed fpeGacIe ' — ftill hangs on tlie 
gibbet and declares to all the world that he was not 
fit to live ; his immortal fpirit enters the portals of 
paradife, and is bleffed with, the beatific vifion. 
Surprifmg tranfition f As a nuifance to fociety and 
a peft to the public, he is brought to ihe crofs, and 
from thence is Uandsued to a throne of glory.-- 

H«rc 



in 9ur Pardon, 1 17 

Here alfo we beLold, in a ftriking light, the fove- 
reignty of grace. For the other thief, though not 
more unworthy, dies unrelenting and is loft for ever. 
Here the Almighty Ihows that he iviil have mercyf 
Oft luhom he will have mercy j for, one if taken and 
tie other left: 

I cannot conclude my remarks . on this very 
extraordinary fa£l, without obferving •, TTiat as the 
death of the Son of God was the moft wonderful 
event that ever did, or ever will take place on the 
thesitre of the world ; and as it was intended to be a 
foundation of hope foriinners, in the moft defpe- 
rate cafes ; fo the circumftances attending it were 
wifely adapted to anfwer that gracious deiign in its 
utmoft latitude. The Prince of life was numbered 
ammg itanfgteffors i was crucified between two 
thieves* He med, not only the moft abhorred of 
deaths^ but in the worft of company. Nor was this 
a cafual thing : it was determined by Jehovah, and 
the fubjefl of ancient prophecy. This was graciouf- 
ly ordered, in the purpofe and providence of God, 
to afford relief to the moft flagrant ofFenders.-^Had 
any the ieaft regard been p»d to moral character 
and human excellence, in that moft amazing of all 
tranfa^Uons ; unbelief and pride would foon have 
concluded, that it was principally intended for the 
more refpeftable part of mankind ; for thofe who 
want but little affiftance, and would be able to do 
tolerably well without it. On fuch a fuppofition, 
what mufl have become of notorious criminals, and 
of all thofe who cbnCder themfelves as awfully gtiil- 
ty and wretched ? What but abfolute defpalr would 
have awaited the entirely worthkfs ? though thefe- 
arc the perfons in whofe falvation mercy delights, 
and fox vrtiom the great atonement was provided 
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Had the companions of ChrHl on the crofs beetf 
perfons of a fhiiiitig character for humanity and 
piety ; nay, had they been of equal repute with Eze* 
kieJ's worthies, .Noah, Daniel, and Job ; although* 
mankind, by common confent, might have agreed 
to pronounce their execution an outrageous violati- 
on of juftice, and have execrated the Judge who 
condemned them \ yet the dying Jefus would fttll 
have been numhertd'.imth tranfgrejfors. But this, 
would have afforded fmallencouragemewt to thofe," 
who are not only condemned by divine law, and 
ftand guilty in their own confciences j but have 
alfo, by a criminal conduft, incurred the public odi-^ 
um* Such would have been ready to infer, that 
their cafe was entirely hopelefsi ; ^nd, therefore, as 
d^fpair of the future was the tnoft rational thing, fo 
prcfent pleafares^'howeverfinful, would have been' 
ftillmore eagerly purfued by them. - But reigning 
grace w^as by no means willing that the mofi abhor-* 
red of men fhould be reduced tofuch a dreadful fitu- 
ation. In order therefore to prevent this^ the Ho- 
ly One of God was not only crurifiedy to 4how that 
he died under a charge jof the iigheft guBt, and was 
made a curfe-; buthe.waa crucified, between t^9 
conviHs that were thieves and ituffians. He made his 
exit and was numbered with fach, as all the world 
agree to pronounjce U'anfgrejbrs $ with fuch as have 
ever been efteemed by all. nations, as unworthy to ' 
live. . But why was this, if tiotto ihow, that a& the 
beft of men have no fblid foundation of hope, ex- 
cept the blood of the crofs ; fo the very wx)rft and 
the.vileft that ever defer ved a gibbet, have ho rea- 
fon to ilnk in -defpair while they behold the Lord- 
of life expire in fuoh company ; and efpecialiy when, 
they remember that he took onecf thofc villains witli* 

him in <rIory ? JVfy * 
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. '' My reader, perhaps, \«^ould be ready to think it 
a grofs affront to his charafter, were I to aflert, that 
hc= Hands cm, the very fame terms with this Thief, in 
regard to acceptance with God ; ami that the moft 
upright of men have :nothing more to plead, before 
their Maker, than he liatk Yet this is a xertain 
' truth. For falration is entirely by grace ; and grace 
is unconditional favour. Grace therefore, has no 
regard to any T^al or fuppofed difference among 
men. All whom it relieves, are confidered as on 
^e fame level ; the moft moml^ and the moft pro- 
fligate, being equally without help and hope in them- 
feives* We may therefore conclude, that who^ 
ever looks for falvation by any other grace than that 
which faved this Thief, will meet with a dreadft^ 

- difappointment. 

In the fevcral foregoing inftanccs, grace, in thd 
free pardon of fm, does not only appear, but appears 
with majefty ; it not only ftiows itfelf, but demon- 
ftrates its power to be infinitely great and fupreme- 
ly glorious. Thefe remarkable cafes ftand engrof- 

. fed by the pen of infpiration, as fo many acls and 
precedents of the court of heaven ; and were recor- 
ded for our— yes, reader, for our obfervation, in- 
llruftion, and comfort. They were ordered to be 
tranfmitted to poftcrity by the King eternal, tbai in 
the -ages to come He might Jhow the exceeding richei 
tfhis graccy through Chrift Jefus. 

The bleffed effefts produced on the minds and 
morals of all thefe enormous offenders, by the mani- 
feftation of grace and a grant of pardon, deferve 
our confideration ; as they are a ttanding teftirnpny 
to the truth of that faying, There is forgivenefs with 
Thee J that thou mayejl he feared, — When Paul came 
Xq experience the gowcr, and to tafte tlie fwectnefs 
\ ' " '• * of 
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of pardoning grace, no labours were too great Tor 
him to undertake ; no fufferings were too fevere 
for him to undergo, on the behalf of his divine 
Mafter. He counted not his very life dear, fo that 
he might propagate the glorious truth, and promote 
his Redeemer's honour.— Zaccheus was inftantly 
changed in his difpofitions and condufl: : for the cx- 
jtortionermade rclUtution, and put on bowels of mer- 
cy. -^The Woman of Samaria immediately drew 
immbers to hear that gracious voice which quicken- 
ed her own foul \ and to receive him, as the Chrift, 
by whom (he was inftrufted, pardoned, and coni- 
forted."-- The Jailer manifeited a ready obedience to 
the commands of our Saviour, as King in Zion, by 
fubmitting to the ordinance of baptifm. He evin- 
ced his love to the faving truth, by wafhing the 
ftripes of his two illullrious priforiers, and by treat- 
ing them at his hofpitable board with a cordial wel- 
come, — And the Thief, the few moments he had 
to live, after he enjoyed the blefRngs of grace, con- 
fcfled his offences, juftified God in the punifliment 
he then fuftei-ed, and, in love to the foul of his 
partner in villany and infamy, reproved him for his 
blafphemy and warned him of his danger— ^the 
dreadful danger of fuffering eternal wrath. 

I am perfuaded that the teftimonies and fa£ls, al» 
ready produced and pleaded, in order to prove that 
pardon is free ; detached from all works, dependent 
On no conditions, to be performed by the fmner, 
are quite fufficient. Otherwife, I might eafdy add 
to their number, by producing other examples and 
more declarations from the iacred volume. But 
thefe I omit, and fhall only remind my reader of 
that.remarkaUe and truly evangelical text ; TVhenv>e 
iiffrf ewmifSp ive nvere recofjcilcd to God by tlie dtathoj 

his 
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Us Son. NoWy as nmie can deny that pardon of Tm 
is effential to a ftate of reconciliation with God ; 
fo it is impofliWc the reconciliation and forgivc- 
liefs of thofe who arc enemies to him, fhouid ever 
take place on account of any thing amiable which 
they poilefs, or of any thing good which they have 
done. Such a fuppofition, if any were abfurd 
enough to make it, would confound the two abfo- 
lutely contradi<Slory ideas of enmity and friend (hip. • 
Here let us paufe a moment and indulge reflec- 
tion. Is there no forgivenefs of any offender, or of 
theleaft ofFencc> but by Jbeddhg cf 6lood*-^thc infi-* 
nitely precious blood of Jefus, our incarnate God ? 
How awfully evil, how inconceivably great the ma- 
lignity of fin ! The dignity of the Perfon who dif- 
fered for it ; the fuperlative intercft he had in his 
Father*8 love j and the more than mountainous 
v/eightof divine wrath, which he bore in his com- 
plicated fuflFerings ; much more flrongiy exprcfs 
the exceeding finfulncfs of fin, and the infinite pu- 
tityof God, than the everlafting puniiliment of the 
damned. Here we behold in the cleared light, that 
oup Sovereign is abfolutelyjuft, as well as divinely 
merciful, iq granting a free pardon to the worthlcfs 
and guilty, flere we behold the righteous Judge, 
■a^ the fufFering Saviour ; inflexible juitice, and 
triumphant grace, in tlie fame point of light. The 
turfe IS executed in all its rigour, and n^ercy is ma- 
nifefted in all its riches. Here the Great Lord of 
all appears, difpenfing innumerable and free par- 
<l3ns J but in fucha way as prcfervesthe honours 
of his law inviolate, and maintains the rights of his 
divine government— .la fuch a way, as is the: fur- 
prife of aigjU aiJ the wonder of heaven.- To 
contrive it, was the work of infinite • wifdo^Ti ; to 
^iiiitii it, a dilplay of bouniilefs grace. In fach 
M a me- 
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a method of diipenfing forgivenef$^ how fafely "ma^ 
the alarmed confcience r^lt I For while it is 
mod happily adapted to imprefa the mind with aa 
awful feofe of the infinite evil of fin, (he purity of 
the divine nature, and the extenfive demands of the 
holy law ; it encourages the moil unreferved confix . 
dence in mercy thus revealed, and cheriihes the live <r 
lieft hope in grace thus reigning. 

Is there a full and free forgivcnefs ; a forgive-* 
nefs vouchfafed without any terms or conditions to 
be performed by the enfeebled and corrupted crea^ 
ture ? How Ihamefully then do tfeofc perfons in- 
jure the grace of Qod, and*,veil its moft (hining ex- 
cellencies, who teach, or imagine, that pardon of 
fin is not to be expcQed, nor can be received, tiil 
the finaer is prepared for it by acoiirf? of hurnilia- 
tion, of feif-denial^ or of holy conycrfation | This 
pardon, far from being fufpended on conditions to 
be performed by us, flows from fpvereign grace 
is according to the infinite riches of grace \ and is 
intended by Jehovah to aggrandife his grace, in the 
view of all the redeemed, and before the angels of 
light, both here and hereafter. Thzt foi-givene/s 
Hvhich is with God, is fuch -as becomes the Majefty 
of heaven ; fuch as is fuited to his infinite excellent 
cies. When the Lord of the world pardons ofiend- 
ers, in fo doing he demonftrates his Deitv ; or» 
that he is infinitely fupertor to all his creatures in 
aGs of forgivcnefs, as well as in every perfeaion of 
his nature. For thus it is written : / wilf not ex- 
ecute the fiercehtfi cfmine anger t I w?^/ not return t^ 
defiroy Ephraim. What is the reafon of this forbear* 
• ance ? It follows, for I am GOD, and not man. — 
In reference to the pardon of fin, Jehovah again de- 
clares • /'Vr my thoughts mre not ycur thoughts ^^ vet-' 

fher 
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fUr are your ^dp mj ways^ fatth the Lord. Far 
ns the heavens are higher than the earthy f> are my 
^ays higher than your wySy and my thoughts than 
your thoughts. He freely forgives our ten ihoujand 
talents i whereas we can fcarcejy forgive thofe who 
nre indepted to us an hundred pence. Thus the Lord;, 
in beftowing a full and free pardon on guilty, pe> 
Irifliing cteatures, exceeds^ the utmoft of human 
deferts I tlie higheft inftances of human compaiH- 
pn ?-'-rather, all our expeAations and all ouv 
tlioi\ght^« May a lively fenfe of this free forgive- 
nefs reft on the mind, comfort the heart, and elevato 
the affections of my reader f Then {ball his coiidu£t 
declare, that as it » a blefliing immenfely great> and 
cornea to finners through atoning blood ; fo it is con- 
]ie£led with true holinefs~tliat it is a ftrong incen^* 
tive to fear the Lord s to love, adore, and obey him . 
Then ifcill he he filled with the fruits of right coufn eft ^ 
-which are^ by Jefus Cbriji^ to the glory and praife of 
God, # . 

Tkis forglvcnefs 13 everlafiing and irreverfible : 
which is the lafl and crowning requtfite of complete 
pardon. Various paffages in facred writ evince this 
glorious truth. Among many others, that charming 
daufe in the new covenant i$ not the leaft remarkn^ 
ble. Iwll be merciful to their unrigbteoufnefsy a fid 
their fins and their iniquities WitL I liEM£MBlEli 
HO MORE, fhts declaration, and the Ueffing fig- 
nified by it, enter into the very effence of the new, 
tha better, the unchangeable covenant » If the Lord, 
whoic royal prerogative it is to puni(h, or to pardon 
the criminal, declare that he wiU remember his ini^^ 
quities no more ; we may reft affured, that it is an 
cvcrlatling pardon, a forgivenefs never to be revcij- 
fcd. Tlii^eclaration isnot fimply zp^om^fej thopgJi 

a mere 
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a mere promife, from the God of truth| U irrevoca* 
ble -) but it i$ a promifc in a federal form-^an abfcK 
lute promire, which faitbfulnefs itfelf ia engaged to 
fulfil. The continuance of a pardoned. ftatCi not de« 
pending on conditions to be performed by the fin* 
ner; but on th^ perpetual efficacy of our Lord'$ 
atonement) and on the inviolable faithfulnefs.of the 
eternal God ; there is all po(Iible fecurity that a fuU 
and free pardon, ^nce granted^ iliaU evet 9bide iu 
its full force and in all its glory. 

The fame comfortable truth is taught and coa* 
firmed by David. As far 0j the eafi is from the nvt/i^ 
fo far hath be retrieved our tranfgffffionf frcm wA 
JFIencc we infer, that the fios of thofe who are |o*» 
•givcOj jtbaH never came againft thfim to the»" con^ 
.demnatlon % unle/i^ tthofe twooppqCtte points> the 
Eaft and fhe Weft, (hould ever meet, and fo ceafe 
to be what they aiie." Nor. can that blcflednefe which 
the PfalmiA,4a anpAw pUcc* ifcrihcs to th^e par* 
doned finner, be accounted for on any other fuppQp- 
fition. Bkfffd is be^ ^bofe, tr'attfgf^J/ian is forgiven. 
Vox if all his oiFences were not forgiveft, jand that 
for ever : what peace for his confci^itce here, whadt 
hope oEglfirf .hWiS^ft^r, could he enjoy? If the^on^ 
tinuance of his pardoned ftj^te dlii?e;nde4 on hi§ pwa 
obedience ; if, by a relapfe ijUoiU), h^, ihould again 
be liable .to condemn^ttion a&d5vrath4 aH bisprer 
fent enjoyments and future hopes would not dcr 
ferve the name oillejfednefsy,^ tenure by which 
they are held ^ijig fo precalj^s* precarious J I 
retra£l the expreffion. Tntfc would, be all the 
.certainty, on the oppofite fide that could, be had ; 
not the lead probability in his favour, or the leaft 
.ground to fuppoie that he would ever obtain eternal 
happiaefs* Tlie confcience being awake, pre&nt 

peace 
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peace *wUl always keep pace vdth an hope of future 
felicity. 

Another mfpired penman tlius exprefles the joy* 
f ttl truth. 7hou mnli ctji M their fins ittt» the depths of 
thefea. The tnmigrei&ons of the pardoned (inner 
are here compared to a ftone^ or to fome other pon« 
derous- thing ; which, when caft into the fathomlefs 
deepiis ahfointely irrecoverable by all the art and 
power of man. The ioftieft towers, the moft enor* > 
ttotts mountains, with ail th*tr cumbrous load of 
rocks and forefts, if caft into the ocean, would all 
entirely difappear and be ioft for ever. 8y this ex* 
prefliyeand ilriking image does the Holy Ghoft re« 
prefent the perpetuity <^ that forgivenefs which is 
with God, and tsvouchiafed to the beltcYer; Con* 
formably to which, the Lord fays ; The iniquity of 
Ifrael'Jball'ie fiughtfof^y mnd there Jhall be none ; and 
the fins tf Judab^ and they Jhall not be found. The 
reafon of this afiertkm is contained in the following 
woGite : F&r I wiif pardon them whom I referve. A 
convincing proof, that thofe who are pardoned by 
the God of grace, have all their fins forgiven, and 
that for 6«6r. Ifaiah, the evauigeUft of the Jewifh 
diurcfay has a pa&ge oiuch to our purpofe* He re* 
prefents the Redeemer, the Holy One of Ifrael, ad« 
dreffing his pei^ in the following manner* jis 1 
have /worn that the vfaters of Noahjhould no more 
go over she. -earth i fobave I /worn that I would not 
be nsjrotb noith tJm nor rebuke thee. For the tnoun» 
tains Jhall depart ^ and the bills be removed i but my 
iindnefsjbail not depart from thee^ neither Jhall the 
covenant of my peace be removed^ faith jhe Lord that 
bath mercy on thee. Here wehave^ not only the 

M a word, 
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word, but the oath of Jehovah; in attcftation td the 
glorious truth : and if thefe fail, 

• The pillafd firmament is rottennefi, 

*■ And earth':; foundaiion ftubDie/ 

The apoflle of the Gentiles having this glorious 
truth full in his view^ is bold to challenge every .ene- 
inyi and to defy every danger. What lefs can be. 
the import of that heroic language \ Whojball la^av^ 
thing to the charge of God\ eleB ? Who Jhali coii" 
demn ? If the bleffing of pardon were ever to be re- 
vcrfed ; if a£nner, having been once acquitted from 
condemnationj fhould again fall under the curfe and 
be liable to perifli \ there would be no foundation 
for tliefe bold exprcffions. 

Such is the nature and fttch the properties of di« 
vine forgivcnefs ; even of that forgivetiefs, which is 
the purchafe of Immanuers pains, and the price of 
r.deeming blood* The do£^rine of pardon is an ef- 
fential branch and a capital article of that truth, 
-which is by way of eminence called the gospel. 
For the cheering language of that heavenly meifage 
is ; Be it known unto yoUy men and brethren^ that 
Through this illuftrious ]ti\xs is pneuhed untayuthe 
forgivetiefs offtn^» Such is the import of the evan- 
gelical tcftimony ; and the glorious blci&ng is re- 
ceived by faith in the dying Redeemer. As it is 
written ; To him give all the prophets nvitnefs^ thatf 
through his name^ nvhofoe^oir believeth in Himjball 
receive rcniffton. of fins* Believing the infallible re- 
cord whicii God has given of his Son, we receive 
the atonement*. The propitiating blood of Chrift is 
fp,vinkled on our hearts,pardon is applied to our con* 
f^ii;nces, and peace enjoyed i|i our louls. 

It 
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It is no real objeaion to tttt truth advanced ; That 
the Lord lays his chaftHing hand on the objetis of 
this forgivenefs. For though he correfts them, and 
frequently with fome degree of feverity, on account 
of their backfltdings ; yet thofe chaftifements are in- 
ftances and evidences of his paternal alitttion, and 
of his conftant care over them. They have the 
ftfongeftaflurances> thathe will rtevertakefrom them 
his (ovingkindnefSy mr fuffer his faithfulnefs tofniL* 

Nor is it any way incunfiftent with the doftrinc 
maintained ; That believers areexprefly command- 
ed to pray for the pardon of (in, and that this comi 
mand has been frequently acknowledged in the con- 
daft of eminent faints, whofc charaders are record- 
ed in the holy fcriptures. For, to ufe the words of 
a learned author, « Very frequently when the faints 
« pray, either for the forgivenefs of their own, or 
/ others fins ; their meaning is, that God would^ 

• in a providential way, deliver them out of prc- 

• fent diftrefs 5 remove his afflifting hand, which 
« lies heavy ftponthcm ; or avert fuch judgments 

< which feem to hang over their heads, and very 

• much threaten them; which when .he does, is 
« an indication of his having pardoned them. We 

< are to underftand many petitioiis of Mofes, Job, 

• Solomiwi, and others in this fenfe*. — Bcfides^ 

• when believers now pray for the«pardon of fin, 
« their meaning is — that they might have the fenfe, 
« the manifeftation, and apptication of pardoning 

• grace to their fouls. We are not to imagine, that 

• as often as the faints fin, repent, confcfs their finy, 

• and pray for the forgivenefs of them 5 that Goil 

• makes and pafles new afts of pardon — Bnt, where* 

* i-xod. xxxii. 32. Nu'mb. jdv. i^, %6, Job vii. zu u Kln^ 
viii. 30, 34, 3^, 39,*^o. ' ' ' . . V -, ^ 

. .■ ' as 
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^ as they daily fia agaiaft God, gricTe bis Spuitt 

< and wound their own confci^nces ; they have ' 

< need of the frefli /prinkiings of the blood of 
c JefuS) and of renewed manifellations of pardon 

< to their fouls ; and it is both their duty and 
« their intereft to attend the throne of grace on this 
« account.* 

How glorious* then* Is that firgivenefs vuhicb is 
nuith G^df that pardon I have been defcribing i It 
has every requifite to make it complete in itfelf > and 
fuitable to the indigent, miferable (inner. It has | 

not one difcpuraging^ circumftance to forbid the , 

mod guilty, or the moil unworthy, applying to the i 

ever*merciful Jehovah for it. It is full, free, and | 

cverlafting ; every wagr complete and worthy of 
God. It was abfoluteiy .necefiary to the peace o£ 
our confciencesy and to the falvation of our fouls^ 
that it (hould'be of fuch unlimited extent* of fuch 
unmerited freenefs, and of fuch everlafting efficacy. 
Lcfs than this would not have fupplied our wantSj ^ 

or hgve ferved our purpofe- If it had not been/tt//, 
taking in every kind ^nA every degree of fin \ we 
muft have fuffered the puni&ment dy^ to £ome part i 

of it ourfelvesj and then we had beien loft for ever* 
If it had not been entirely yir^f, ^e could never have 
enjoyed the ineftimable bleffing .; for we have no* i 

things nor caix we do any thisg to purchaf^ it* or to ! 

qualify for it. And if it had not been everl^ing^ i 

never to be reverfed, we (honld havjc been under 
continual anxiety and painful apprehenGons* left | 

God fhould, on account of our prcfent unworthi* ' | 

nefs, or future failii^Sp recal the bleiling when once 
jbeftowed. But, being poffefied of thefe properties, 
the vileft finner has no reafon defpondingly . to 
fay J < My fin5,ala$ ! are too many and great, for 
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< the td expcft pardon/ None fcave any caufe 
to complain ; < I long for the bielfing, it is dearer 

• to me than all worlds ; but my ftrong corruptions, 
« and utter unworthinefs, render me incapable of 

♦ ever enjoying it/ Nor haVd any occafSon to feat 
left j fifter the comfortable enjoyment of the fupcr- 
lative privilege, they (hould forfeit it, .and .again 
come under <Jondemnation and wrath. 

Wh^t paii ipe then fay tf> tkitfe things ^ Shall nue 
^wtiftue in Jin that grace rtiay abound in a peifeft par** 
Aon I God forbid ! So to ad:,, would, if poflible, be 
worfe than devilifli, and more than damnable* Ra«> 
tker let the pardoned criminal fay ; yes, he will fay 
with the in^armeft gratitude ; Bleft the L^rd^ O my 
foul I and all that is within me, hUft bis holy name. 
U^bo fargiveth cU thine iniquiiief ; nvho he^leth all thy 
di/eafes I tuba rediimeth thy ^i/e from Oejlruilion i nvba 
cro'wnelh thee iuith /(ruing kindntfs and tender. fHerciet. . 

Before I conclude this momentous part of my 
fubjeft, liivill tranfcribe a few lines from a cclcbra** 
Ced author in the laft century $ celebrated, not more 
for his very fuperior learning, than for hia great pc^ 
netration in fpiritual things, stnd his experieoce in 
the chrifttan life. Treating of divine forgivencfd, 
lie fays; * Thefargiffenefj that is with God,. is fuch afe 
^ becomes hi in, fuch as i$ fuitaUe to bis greatneff?^ 

♦ goodnefs, and all other excellencies of his nature $ 
« fuch as that therein he' will be knawn to be GOD. 
« What he fays concerning fome of the m orks of 
« his providence, Bejiill^ andknoiv that lam GOD^ 

• may be much more faid concerning this great effeft 

• of his grace 5 Still yourf elves ^ and know that he is 

* GOD. It is not like that narrow, difficult, halvings 

* and manacled forgivenefs, that is found amongft 
^ xnen^ when any fjiich tiling is found amongft themA 
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* but It IS full^ free,bnttomlcfs, bottndlefs» abfolut^— ^ 

< fuch as becomes his nature and excellencies. It is^ 
« in a word fforgivenefs that is with GOD, and by the 
« exercife of which he will be known fa to be— If 
« therjj be any pardorf with Gbd,it is fachas becomes^ 

< him to give. When he pardons, he will abuninntlf 

* pardon, Oof with your half^-forgivencfs, condi-* 
« tional pardons ; n^kh refetves and limitations un^ 
^ to the fons of meii; It tnay be, it may become 

* them ;' tt is like themfehesr That 0f God is ab^ 
« folute and pcrfeft ; before 'wrhich^ orur fins are as 

< a cloud before the Eaft wind and the rifmg fun. 

< Hence he \t faidto do this yimrkwiti ins whole heart 
f and Jiis i»hoU Joul i freely, botmtifuUy, large^* 
^ ]y to indulge and fofgif e unto us our fins, and to 

* cafi Ihem into the bottom of the fea^ Rt member 
^ this^ poor fouls^ wheir you are to deal with God 

* in this matter. — If we let go the free pardon of 
^ fin, without refpe^ unto any thing in thofe that 

* receive if, we renounce the gofpel. Pardon of 

< fin isnotjneritcd by antecedent duties, but is the 

* ftrongeft obligation uHto futuite duties. He that 
« will not receive pardon, unlefs he can one way or 
' other delervc it, or make hiitifelf Tt\ttl for it ; or 

* pretends to hafve received if, and finds not himfelf 

* obliged to univerfal obedience by it, neither is nor 

* fhall be partaker of it*.* 

Now, reader, what thnik you of this glorious par* 

' * Dr. Owen, On the Hundred and Thirtieth Tfalfn^ p. 204, 
227, and on Heb. vui. X2. Thisr eminent writer lowUy proilaims 
the charming truth. He no more feared thisdb&rme leading to 
licentioufnc^, tl^an he valued the applaufe of the felf-fofficient 
l*harilee, or the felf-righteous mofalift. He treats of a full, free, 
and Hnal for<iveneis» like one who knows iu real valoe, expert. 
coces its unutterable fweetnefs^ and glories in it as his own pri> 
vile^c. He Ial>ours his noble fubjcdt, and repeats the joyful 
truth.— "Whereas, many of our modem preachers, who prcttn3 

doa 
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§m ? U itfokAkto jfow wants f U It worthy of 
your acceptance i Yo^ are» perhaps^ one of tuofe 
careless onmals that. are at eafe in the^r fins, and 
eagerly purfuiog the. tantalising pkafures of this 
uncertaih life* ^t can you be contented to live 
jind die in utter ignorance of thj$ forgivenefs i Is 
pardon a blef&ng ot fmall impgrt^ince, or have you 
no occaCon for it ? $mnc4 yQU have, condemned 
you are» and, without fcprgiveners, you die to etcr* 
nity. Start, O dart from^your itupor I Tour iiate 
is dreadtul, though not d^fperate. Your iSns are 
upon you, the law of God curfe9 you, and you are 
in extreme danger of eternal 4<inii!a(ion. You are 
totteringf as it were, on the brink ot a dreadful pre- 
jcipice, and nodding on thp verge of the burning 
lake. C^n you ileep in yo^r fin^, can you reft m 
an unpardpned (late, whf^a it is ail uncertainty wLcr 
thcr the nf xt hour may not tranfmit you ii]:to an 
eternal world ^ place you at the bar of God ^ ai)d 
put yoi^ beyond the poiBbility of relief -?' May di- 
vine grace forbid your continuing another moment 
in fucb an a\^fui (ituation ! Fpr, another moment, 
and your life may be gone } another moment, and 
your foul may be loft ^ and then your lots will be 
irreparable^ incouQcivable, and eternal. 

Is my reader fenfible olhis want, and longing for 
the matchlefs bleffing ? Then look to the dying Je« 
ius. Your iniquities, it is true^ abound i but par« 
doning Q^ercy, thr9ugh his atonement, fupera- 
bounds. fie of good ch^r : take eikcouragement : 
for the fayour you fo ejirneftly dcfire is a tree gift. 

to reverenc'; the Dolor's memQiy* admire his profound leirrin^* 
and, in a generU ivay» a piauihfS jiuigment ; w'^n ! andling 
t.« i'auM tuo^^t either di.e^l/ conuadl^ him^ or whtfper the 
grand truth in faint accents; as if they que)^ioned the certaintjr 
of what they wooid ft^m to affirm, or wtre at^rehettiive of feme 
jpermicioitt 0Qafc<jv***^^ MHP*^6 it. ' ^ «. * 

Dkped 
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Biefled be God for the amazing mercy I Siic& wek 
the methods of grace>. and fiich' is the nature of this 
forgivenefs, (hat as yoprcternal latvatlon is botmd 
up in the enjoyaient of it, fp the everlafting honour 1 
of Jehovah is unfpeakably advanced by freely be* i 
flowing it. There is no reafcm, thercforC| that you "l 
ihould ftand «at a tremUing diftancei as if there 
ivere no fuch favouv for you ; but with boldnefs 
* you may look for it^j^ «*Mray of gfiicc through tlm 
bl6od ot Chrift, and truth k-felf has*uioft iblemnlf * . 
declared that ^ou (hall mn be difafTpointed* 1 

Are YOU comfortably acquainted with th$ pardon* j 

ing goodnefsof God i having mu4|h forgiven, yoi» i 
fli juidlove much. The remembrance of a bletfing 
fo immenfoly richj tbejcnfe of a favour fo extreme* 
ly high, (hould enlarge your heart with all holy af*« 
fe<Sfons to>^ard the Lord Redeemer ; &ould ani*« 
mate ail your d'^votiona) fervices } ibbuld eaufe you 
tocompaifionate your offending brother, in forgiving 
him his i6/#i//r^///^«f^, con fide ring that God has for-* 
given yoii Unth$ufand talenUy^r\6. make you zealous : 

of every got»d work, Tl^is forgivenefsj far from \ 

b^ing an incentive to vke, will bias your aile£^ions 
'on the fide of virtue ; will caufe you to love God 
as infinitely holy, and to abhor fin, as a direft op» 
pofiticm to hisiminaculate purity and revealed wiJK 
-Y^Sj a fenfe of par<loni when warm on ypur mind^ 
^•Will work ill you godly forrow for all fin ; for the la* 
tent corruptions of your bearti no iefs than the open 
tranfgreflions ^ your life ; and will caufe you to 
^confefs thern before God witn ftiarae and grief.*-* 
Such are the genuineefFcrft^ of (iivine fbrgivenefs. 
:Thefe fruits will necefi^mly appear, in fomn* deg^roe: 
and he who profeiTcs to know the pardon ofhia traaf- 
'^^ellions, but does not forgive his offending brctlier, 
iiy es under the domi»uo|i of fiii> « aiisr-aff^l^ht 
h Hs not in him» 
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C H A P. VI. 

'\ Of Grace f as it reigns in our ^itJ}tjicMiion* 

THE doftriUfc.of juftification makes a very diC 
tingui (hed iigui e m tfa^ religion which is from 
above, and 13 a capital article of thaty^/'/A which tuas 
f^nce delivered to the faints. Far from being a merely 
(peculative point^it fpreads its influencethrough the 
whole body of divinity, runs through all chriftian 
experience, and operates in every part of praQical 

> godlinefs. Such is its grand importance, that a m\{'* 
take about it has a malignant efficacy, and is attend«i 
cd with a long train of dangerous confcquexices.— * 
Nor can this appear ftrange, when it is confidered, 
that the doSrine of juftification is no other than the 
way of ajinner^s acceptance with God. Being of fuch 
peculiar moment, it is infeparably connedled with 

; -many other evangelical truths ; the harmony and 
beauty of which we cannot behold, while this is mif* 
underftood. Till this appeass in its glory, they will 
be involved in darknels. It is, if any thing may be 
fo called, 2k fundamental article ; and certainly rt;« 
quires our moft ferious confideration*. 

♦ Let it be careful!/ obfetved by the reader, that though t 
here treat upon jufitfication as diflinft from pardon ; yet 1 aju.. 
ftiliy perfuaded that they are bleflings which cannot be fepa-, 
ra^ed. Iror he who is pardoned is juftified, and he who is jultl- 
fied is alfo pardoned. — ^It is readily allowed, that their iSjiavari-r' 
ous refpe<Sls, a great refemblance between- the two blellings. , 
They are both gifts of grace ; both vouchfafjEd to the fame per*^ 
Con, at the fame timfe ; and both are communivaied throup^h '.he 
4 - ' /^ N How 
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HanoJbaJl Ciiful man hejttfl with Gad P is a ques- 
tion of the moft intcrefting nature to every child of 
Adam. A queffion wbich^ notwithllanding its in«< 
finite importance, could never have been refolved 
by all the reafon of men, nor by all the* penetration 
of angels, if the Lo^d of heaven ^nd earth had not 
exercifed and manifefted reigning grace, toward his 
difobedient and rebellious creatures. But, with the 
Bible in his hjind, and the gpfpel in view, the picre 
infant in religious knowledge and in chriftian expe- 
rience is at no lofsfor an anfwer : for ike way/ar" 
ing matt, though afooiyjhatl not err therein. Nay, 
I'uch is the pleafure of God, that he frequently re- 
Axals this truth \\\ its glory, to thofe \yho are eftecm- 
ed fools by the ^aughty fons of fcience, that no fleih 
might have the leaft' ground of boafting. 

jfifiifieation is a forcnfic term, and lignifies tU 
declarihgfQX the pronouncing aperfon righteous accord' 
ing to law. JuAification is not the making a perfpn 

xnediatioci of Ghrift. Notwitbftanding which agreement, the , 
Jignification of the terms, and the nature pi the bleffidgs Inten- 
dpd by them, are fo far different as tb lay a Sufficient foundation 
fqr diftinguilhin^ betyreen the one and the other. — ^J woyild joft 
hiqt^ta few thmgs in confirmation of this. When a perfon is 
ptrdoned, he is confidered as a tranfgrejhr ; but when he is 
j^ftified, he is coniidered as righteous. - A criipinai when par- 
doned, is freeil from an obligation to fnffer deat^ ^x bi» crimes; 
but he that is judified is declared' worthy of life, as an innocent 
petfon. Wifdom is faid to be juftified ; Chrifi tsfaid to be juftifi- 
«d ; nty, GoihimfeVis faid to h^ jvftified. C^^<t* xif xp* < '^na* 
iii. 1^ Luke vii. sp. Rom. iii. 4.) But neither God, nor Chrtft, 
nor Wifdom, is ever faid to be pardoned ; oor indeed b it pof- 
iible, in anjr fenfe, that they ihould he forgiven. Though we 
may thefe&re'iviththefcripture affirm^ that they m jtfflffie^i^ 
wecaiihot, without abfurdity, orblafphemy.faydiey zxc pardon^ 
ed' This one tonfideration, I humbly conceive, n an irretrt^tble 
j^roof, tliat -there is a real, an important difference between jiifti- 
fication and pirdon; To' which I may lufd,. Paul ti-eats ypqn 
>J4cra as dillin^ blelTmgs, in A^i Jtiii,-3?t 39' 

ligl^tcous^. 
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tighteous, bjr a real, inherent change from fin to hoK- 
neis, in which the nature of fan£lification conllfts \ 
biit it is the adi of a judge, pronouncing the parU ac* 
quitted from all judicial cbargfs-^' Vhzt the Dlcf- 
(ing of which we fpeak does not confift in a real 
change from fin to holinefs, will further appear 
from confidering, thaty/z^yfca/w/ is diametrically op- 
poGte to condemnation. Now thefentence of con- 
demnation is never fuppofed to make the perfon 
criminal on whom it is pronounced. , There is no 
infufion of evil qualities into the culprit's mind ; 
nor is he made guihy, either in the eye of the pub- 
lic, or in his own eftimation. But being arraigned 
as a criminal, and proved guilty of a capital ofi'ence, 
according to thie tenour of that law by which he is 
tried ^ he is eft^emed worthy of death, and con- 
demed accordingly. — So, in juftification. The fub- 
jcft of it is pronounced righteous in the eye of the 
law i is deemed worthy to live, and fais right to life 
is declared. Hence that juftification of which the 
fcripturc fpeaks, and is now the fubjeft of our en- 
quiry, is called xht juftification of life •. That the 
^oxd^juftifyjjujlifiedi "JOidiufiiication are ufed by the 
facred writers in a forenfic tenfe ; and as oppofed 
to the words, condemn^ c^ndewined^ and condemnation^ 
is manifeft to every attentive reader |. 

Jtiftification, in a theological fenfc, is either Ugal 
^ ivangelical. If any peribn could be found that 

• Ren. V. 19. % T»tM§ fmrpofe the feltMrSi^ teatf , iaflcad 
ifmaay mere, maybe ceafalud. £sod. isiii. 7. Dcut. xxy. x. 
f Kiagi viii. 3X,32. Jofr xiii. iS. aoAaxx^ 5. Prov.xvii.i<. 
Halt. xi. 37. Luke vii. tg . Rom. ii 13. and ill. 4. and viH. 

has 
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has never broken tbe divide law, he might be jufti* 
fied by it, in a manner ftrii^ly legal. Bui in this way 
none of the human race can be juftified, or ftand 
acquitted before God. For all have finned ; there 
is none righteous ^ m not one. The whoJe world, hav- 
ing tranfgreflred,are guilty before the eternal Judge, 
and under thc,fcntencc of deathby his righteous law. 
On this ground, everv oflFender is excluded from all 
hope, and abandoned to utter deftruftion. For as 
an obedience abfolutely perfcft, is the only rightc- 
oufnefs which the law can accept \ fo punifliment 
inconceivablei or death eternal, is the leaft penalty 
it will inflift; on thofe that fall under its curfe.— * 
That juftificatron, therefore, about which the fcrip* 
tures principally treat, and which reaches the cafe of 
a finncr, is not by a perfonal, but an imputed righte« 
oufaefs } a right eoi^fnefs wthout the lanu*, provided 
by grace and revealed in the gofpel ; for which rra- , 
fon, that obedience by which a finner is juftified, 
and his judification itfelf, sure called vtMffgtf/iVo/. 
In this affair- there i^ the moft wonderful difplay of 
divine juftiot, and of boundlefs grace. Ofdivint 
jujiice : if we regard the meritorio4i$ caufe and 
ground on which th^ Juftiiier proceeds, in abfplving 
the condemned (inner, and in pionoimcing faim 
tighteousi! *Qf boundlefs grace ; if we^ confider the 
ftatc Tind character of thofe peffons to whom the 
kleffin^ is granted. « 'i 

jfu'ftifTcatioa may fee^ further diftinguifhed, ^s^p^ 
ing'either at the bar of God, and in the court of con- 
fciance.^ or ^ij the fight of the' world, -and A)cfere 
our fellow-creatures. The former is by mftre grac^ 
through faith ; and fhe latter is by works. * It i% the 
ibrmcr of thefe I fhall . now con fide r^ wh^ch.inay 

♦ Rom. iii. »i, 

be 
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Ve ffitw defined : Jujlijicathn is a judicial^ tui gra* 
dams a3 of God f by nohicb afinner is abfolved from 
the guilt offin^ is freed from condemnation^ and has a 
right tot eternal- life adjudged^ merely for the fake of 
0ur Lord^s oiedience which is imputed to him^ and r«« 
ceinfed by faith* 

To juftify* i8 evidently a divine perogative. // is 
Qod that juftifittb* That; foveoeign Being, againft 
inrbom we have fo greatly odended^ whofe law we 
have broken by ten thoufand aAsof lebellion again (t 
him ; has» in the way of lus own appointment, the 
f(^ right of acquitting the guilty, and of pronounc« 
ing th«m righteous* Jehovah^ whofe judgmentns 
always according-to truth, is the Juftiiier of all that 
believe in Jefua. Here grace tekf^s. For the in« 
finitely wiib God app<nnts the way : the righteo^is 
and merciful God provides the means, and->— let the 
ficred name be repeatedly menticHied with profound 
reverence— *die GojdofaJlgrace imputes the tighten 
oufoefft and pronounces the finner acquitted, in per*- 
fe<:^a|j;r^ment with the demands of his violated iawj 
and the rights of his ofiended juftice* 

What is here, as well as in feveral pafTages of 
fcriptore,. affirmed concerning God, confidercd ef» 
fentially » is, in fome places of the infallible word, 
inore pavticularly approfsriated perfonally to the Fa* 
ther. k is manifeft, however, that all the three 
divine. Perfoos.are concerned in this grand affair ;« 
and each performs a diftin£k part in this particular, 
as alfo in the whole ceconomy of falvation. The 
eternal Father is reprefenred as appointing the way, 
and as giving his own Son to perform the cdiditi* 
ons of our acceptance before him. The divine Son, 
as engigi \% to fuflain the curfc, and make the atone* 
meat \ tu &iini the term^, and provide the i;ighte*' 
N z * oufuefs 
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oufnefs by which wc are juftiiieid. AnA the Hofy 
Spirit, as reveaiing to finners the perfe£Ucm, fuita* 
blenefsy and freenefs of the SaivtoiiTd work $ ena- 
bling tliem to receive it, as exhibited in the %e€* 
pel of fovereign grace ; and teftyytng -to their can^ 
fviences complete jufttficatton by it in the court of 
heaven,-«-Tlui5'the triuhe God jufttlks. And may 
we not aiki in the trimaphaiit langvage of Paul^ 
Whojhtillcanietwi ? li Jehovah pronounce the fin- 
ner acqnittedt whoy in earth or heU, fliall veveife die 
fentence i If the Moft High entirely juftif/, who 
ihall brii^ in a fecond charge ? There is no higher 
court to wluch any appeal can be made. There is 
no fuperior tribuntal at which a complaint can be 
lodged, againft any of tbofe happy fouls whofe in- 
valuable priviiefc it is to be juftified by the etemai 
God. When be acquits in judgment^ he abfoMres 
from all guiit, he aoeepts as isMi^te^ righ^ous % 
otherwife, a perfon, immediately af^r he is jufttfi- 
cd mud be fup{^ofetl to ftand in need of » further 
juftiiicatton, which is highly ab&rd* This dhrine 
fentence (hall never be made vend, by any rmwor* 
thinefs of him on whom it ta^pafied, nor by the ac- 
cufations of Satan : but fhall ftattd, firmer than the 
cverlailing hills \ unfliakcn as the throne (^ Ged. 
This fentence — let my reader dwell oa the raviflung 
truth) let his very foul fcaft'oo the precious ^dofhrino 
— this fentence, beix^ the jmflijkaikttt^life, is preg- 
nant with all the bkfiing^trfdie everlafting coire«»* 
nant ; with all the felicity of the worM of g^ry. 

Superlatively greats glorious> and divine, is the 
blefittis; of Juftification. Moftardentily to be fought ; 
moft thankfully to be enjoyed Can any one, con- 
fciotts of pofielhng it, ceafe to exult in God his Juf-^ 
tifier i wiiot by ^ing fo» is alfo xb& God of his 

f raifc ? 
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praife i Or, who that » eonvuiced of his guilty; 

cmuiemned condition » can ceafe to pray and more' 

^aroeftiy to long for it ?..-^0| (inner i are yoti in«* 

fenfibietatlM worth o£ this bidlingt and fuptne}/- 

fiegligent about k ^ be afTured, then, that you arc in 

your iinst axul under condemnation. The juftifica« 

tion of which we treat is far from you. And what, if 

yoa (hoald^oevcr be juftiAed i What, if your affront-* 

ed Sbvercign Ihould fwear in his wrath, that hi will 

sever forgive,, never accept you ; iaut that you fliall 

die under the curie already paflejl upon you ? In 

fuch a cafe, thougb awful beyond conception, 

what could you have to objeA ? You have trampled 

his authority under your feet, anddieriihed a j^irit 

of ^ moft malignant enmity againft him. Your 

ton£Dience teftiiies, that you have neither obeved 

his lawy nor loved his gofpel ; that you have had 

httle concern whether He waa^eafed or offended, 

ib that you could but gratify your tmpeti^ous lufis^ 

and obtain your finrdid purpofea. You have it may 

be, never confidered the death of the Son of God 

as worthy of your fertous notice ; though it is the 

greateft and moft wonderful event that ever took 

place in the luiiverfe, and the only thing that caa 

fiiveyou from final condemnation.— Remember^ 

^ughtlefs reader i that you have a caufe to be 

tried at die bar of God, and before Jehovah your 

Judge, whidi mvoives your mil. An eternal hell to 

be fuiered, or an eternal heaven to be enjoyed, will 

be the awful or the glorioua confe^jcnce of being 

caftor acquitted in judgment. Can you reft, then, 

can you take any comfort, while entirely ignorant 

whtmer the Judge immortal will abfolveor con^mn 

you \ Confider the ground on which you ftand, an4 

the redbn of that tope wluch is 19 you. A mHtaloe 

about 
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ibout the way of accqitance witb God wiU be 3ttea<« 
dc^d with the utmoft danger % fucfa danger that, 
where it is final* inevitable and etemad ruin muft 
be the coafequ.ence» May the God ef grace, and 
the Father of lights awaken the fleepy confciences 
pf . the inconfideratei into an earoeO; folicitudc 
ab^ut it ! and may he dtre£b the (leps of fuch as 
af^ anxiouily enquiring. Hvwjball men htjufi mib 

Codr 

The perfons to whom. the wonderful fiivour ia 
granted, zt^Jinmrs and ufigediy. Vox thta nns the 
divine declaration : To him that ^uorhth is the rewetri 
of juftification, and of eternal life as coiinejQcd witb 
k; not reckoned ef graee^ kd of debt • Bta to him 
that workithnot^ but believetb on hm that juft^th-^ 
whom? the .righteous ? the holy? 'the eminently 
pious I Nay, verily, but the ukOODLy ; his Jaitb^ 
or that in which he believes, is counted untehimfei^ 
ftgbteoufnefs. From this remarkable text we learn^ 
that the fubjeSs of j unification, confidered in them* 
felves^ are not only deilitute of a perfefl righteouf» 
Sit^fs, but have 'performed no good works at.all. Nor 
ire they only de'Icribed as having performed Do good 
w^orks, bm alfo ^ being> entirely dcftitute of every 
lieavenly quality and righteous difpofition. Tl^y 
are denominated and coniidered as ungodly, when 
the bleffing i^ beftowed upon them. The meie fin« 
tier, the ungodly perfon, he that msorketb mt^ is the 
f ubjefi on whom grace is magnified ; toward whom 
^ace reigns in juftification* Thus it is written in 
^hofe facred canons of our faith and pra^iee which 
%ve. unalterable, ' . . 

• Before I difmifs this important paflagc,! wtH pre* 
lewt my reader with the thoughts of Dr. Ow£M up^ 
ton it. . i!ro:,%>^ke< who wo¥<i€tLnetpl&r.\li&'A^:i 
t. ..*. , , « tiiruugh 
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* through believing j is to fay, that his works, what* 
ever they be, have no influence into his juftifica-- 
tion ; nor hath God, in juftifying him any refpe^l 
umo them. Wl\etefore he ftlom who worketh not, 
is the fubjeft of juftification ; the perfon to be 
juftified. ThSit is^ God confidcreth no man'd 
works, no man's duties of obedience, in his juftifi* 
cation ; feeing we are juftified/rwi^s % ^^'-f grace. 
And when God afiirmeth exprefsly, that he juftifi- 
etb himn/i&«worl«'/ifc«d/,and xhstX freefy^By his grace j 
I cannot underiland what place our works, or du*i 
ties of obedience, can have in our juftification. 
For why (hould we trouble ourfelves to invent of 
what confideratioa they may be> iti our juftifica* 
tion before God, when he bimfelf affirms thaie 
they are of none at all ? Neither are the word^ 
capable of any evading, interpretation. He thnt 
woirketh not, u he that worketh not, let men fay 
what Aey pleafe and diftinguifli as long as they 
will. Aftd it is. a boldnefs not to.be juitified, for 
any to rife up in ^pofition to fuch exprefs divine 
teilimonies ) ho\#^er they may be harine&d witk 
philofophical notions and arguings, 'which are 
b«t a$ thorns and briars which the word frf .God- 
will da(b through anrf confurrte.* But the apoftle 
fuither adds,Jii th6,de{cript5(Hi*p£'the fubjieci of 
juftification, th^ GoAjuJiiJijeih the utfgad yl Thm 
' is that ^s^preiFion. .whiel; Iwh ftitred up; fo muck 
wrath among 'm^ny, 4i$jd '^n: the. account whereof 
fome feem to be n^uch difp leafed with the sipoAle 
himfeif. :If any other perfbrt : dare btit fay,. that 
GodjuJ}jj^tb the^ung^dlyi i. he-is. preftntly reflec* 
^ed on as one that, by his doi^iine, would over* 
f thicow the iiiecdiity of god^nefs, holanefs, obedi* 
? fiik^e^ ^rgQOfi.^orks* • For ivhat,»eed can .tbcrt 
I ' be 
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* be of any of them, if God juftifieth the ungodly f 
' * Howbcit this is a periphrafis of God, that he is 

* he, whojitfllfieih the ungodly. This is his preroga- 

* tivc and property : as fuch he will be believed and 

* worfliipped, v^hich adds weight and emphafis un- 
^ to thcexpreffion. And we muff nbt forego thiA 

* teftimony of the Holy Ghoft^ let nfeii be as an- 

* gry as they pleafe; ' 

< But the diflferencc is about the rtietoing of thd* 
' words. If fo, it nray be allowed withcJut mutual 
' ofience, though we fhould miftake their propef 

* fenfe.. Only it muft be granted, that QsAjuftiJU'th 

* the ungodly. That is, fly fomc, thofe "who former* 

< iy iMrt ungodly ; not fuch -Who continue ungodly 

* when they are juftified. Anil this is moft true. All 
« that ate juftified, w^ere before ungodly j and all that 

* arc j»ftific€l> «rc at the fatnc inftsnt made ^odly. 

* But the queftion \^^ Whether they arc godly o* 

* nngodly, Mifiv^itm//^, in any nioRicfnr of time, nn- 
^ to tiieir juftificatioti i If thiy are confidered a^ 
' godly and are lb indeed, the^khe apoftle's words 
^ are not true, tliaC God juftifieth the ungodly { 

* for the «ontradidory propofition is troe^ God juf- 

* tifieth noiie^ut the godly «r Wherefore^ although 
f in and with the jufti^cation of % finner, he H 
^ i^nade godly ; for ht is endowed with that faith 
' which purifieth the heart, and is: a vital principle 
^ of all obedknce, and the confctence is purged 

* from dead works by the blood of Chrift : yet, an- 
9 tecedently unta his jufttficationi he is ungodly and 

* confidered a» ungodly ; as one that ioorketb not ; 

< as one whofe duties and obedience contribute no-' 

* tWng to his juftification. As he wcrketh not, all 
t wor^ are excluded from being the oufe \ and,'as 

•lac 
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* ht is ungodly, from being tbc con^itiodof fais jtt£-* 

* tificajtion*.' ^ . . 

, That the mere finncr is the fubjed ofjuftification^- 
appears from hence. The Spirit of Goa fpeakingin- 
the fcripture repeatedly declares, that we are jufti.r 
fied hy grace. But grace, as already obferved, ftands' 
In direft oppoifitiou to work$ ; all works and wor-* 
thinefs of every kind and of every degree. Who- 
ever therefprc is juftified by grace, is cc»iHdered 39* 
abfoluteiy unworthy, in that very inftant when the 
glorious blefling is vouchfafed to him. 'Fliis mor 
xnentous truth is yet more ftron^Iy expreffed in the* 
following emphatical words : Being juftlfied freely 
by his grace^. Freely by grace. If thefe words dp 
not prove that jullification is entirely free, without 
the leaft regard .to any fuppofed hc\Y qualities in 
tlie finner, or any good works perfotmed by him, 
antecedent to bis .being pofledqd of the unfpeakabie 
favour '9 I think it is impoffible to exprefs any {uch 
thing. The moft fruitful invention would be at a 
lofs to contrive a form of words better adapted to 
exprefs the communic|lion of any benefit in a way 
of mere favour. This text informs us that, in re- 
gard to God, juftificatioR is an a£t of pure, unmfx-( 
cd grace 5 exclufive of all good works, and abfolute* 
ly independent on any fudi thing as human worthi-* 
nefs : and,, in refpetl of us, that it is entirely w/V/>» 
out caufe ; for fo the adverb in tlic origin?! figui- 
fies §. The word freely , docs nOt fo in? mediately 
rcfpecl, either the blefling itfelf, or the iSivcr ; as 
it doe$ tl^e ftate and cbara£ter of the perfons to ' 
wham the ineftimaUe blefiing is granted. It denotes 
tkat there is no caufe in tbern^ why they fliould be 

Ou jfufijication vChaju xviil. * Rom. «»• 14. f Dcreon* 
, • thusi 
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thus treated by a righteous God. In this fenfe tkc 
original word is ufed and tranflated in the following 
palfage : Tbey bated me wthoui a caufe X^ Was 
tiic holy Jcfus ha^ed, by the malevolent Jews, with** 
out the ieall caufe in himfelf ? Certainly : to af^ 
fcrt the contrary would be a contradi<iiio» of the 
facred text, and blafphemy againft the Son o£ 
God, The perfon, therefore, that is juftified free^ 
Jy, by grace, is accepted 'withaut afty caufe in him<-» 
fclf. Nothing in him, or about him, is coniidered 
by the fovereign Difpenfer of every favour, when be 
* b»?ilows the bleffing, as preparing or qualifying for 

it. 

Hence it appears, that if we regard the perfon^ 
who are juftihed, and their (late, prior to the enjoy- 
ment of the ixnmenfely glorious privilege \ divine 
grace appears aad r^eigns in all its glory. There be- 
ing I'O conditions, or prerequilites \ no terms to be 
fuitiiled, or good qualities to be obtained, either 
with or without the diviue affiftance, in order to x 
full difcharge befpre the eternal Judge. Juftifica^ 
tion i^ a bleffing of pure ^rao^ as well as tranfcen- 
demly excellent. So the true believer eileems it, 
aiid as filch rejoipes in it. . In this, as in every other 
part of his falvation, he is willing to be nothing, leis 
than nothing j that grace may reign, that grace may 
be all in all. 

The various fafts and teftimpmes produced from 
facred writ, when treating about the freenefs of par- 
don, equally prove the point under confideration : 
and might, with many others, be adduced and plead-> 
ed on this occaGon. For he that is pardoned, is juf- 
tiixedj and he that is juftified, is pardoned, as befoore 

% Joiin XV. 45. Kal. xsxv. 19. Ixix. 4, Septuag. 

obfeived^ 
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bbferved. Confeqoently, if our pardon be free, our 
Nullification cannot be conditional. But, to avoid 
prolixity, I ihali not lurther enlarge in proof of the 
glorious truth ; only would juft obferve— That fo 
great a bleffing, yet abfolutely free \ fo divine a fa<i 
vour, yet not lufpended on any condition to be per- 
formed by the finner, difcovers aftoniihing grace. 
This muft filence the fears and raife the hopes of 
the guilty, the accurled, the felf-condemned. And 
may their hopes be raifed by fuch a confideration ; 
and alfo by beholding the glory of that infinite 
Being, whofc honour and fovereign prerogative 
it is, to be invioiably juft, yet the Juftifier ofiheun-* 
godly. 

Having confidered the antecedent ftate of the per*^ 
fon whom God juftifies, and the freenefs with which 
the important blefling is beftowed upon him ; the 
way appointed in the eternal counfels and revealed 
in the everlafting gofpel, m which the condemned 
criminal may be honourably acquitted before the 
divine tribunal and acccepted as righteous, now de* 
mands our attentive regard. Here we behold im- 
maculate holinefs and ftrift juftice, harmonizing 
with tendereft mercy and freeft favour. Nor can 
it be otherwife. The Judge of all the earth 
miift do right. He can acquit none without a 
complete righteoufnefs. For to juftify a perfon, 
and judicially to pronounce him righteous, are the 
ft me thing. Juftification is evidently a forenfic 
term, and the thing intended by it a judicial aft. 
So that were a peffon to be juftified without a 
righteoufnefs, the judgment would not be accord- 
ing to truth ; it Would be a falfe and unrighteous 
feutence% 

O That 



146 Of GracCf as it, reigns 

That righteoufneirft by Which we ate juftified muft 
be perfe£t \ mufl: be equal to die demands of that 
law» according to which the. fovereign Judge pT<> 
ceeds in our juftification* jBi^ery jiidgejiti« evidenity 
muft have fome rule by whicb to proceed in hi^ ju- 
dicial capacity. This rule ia the law. To talk of 
pai&ng judgment, without- baviog aily regard to a 
law, is abfurd, and involves a contfcadidion.. For^ 
to judge, 18 nothing clfe but to determine^ whethfx 
the obje£l of judgment be according to rule* A 
judge firft confiders what is fa^,andthen^com|>a^ 
ring the fad\ with tlie rule of a£tion, he pronoun* 
ccs it right or w'^ong,- and approves ^r, co.^^emns 
the performer of it. An imperfect obedience, there- 
fore, before a judge, is not right eoufnefs : For, in 
this cafe, rigbte<^fHefs.ti9 :np o\\yit \\vm ^tCOiQplete 
conformity to that Iziw whjchjs^hse ri|)e of pur 
conduA. To accept of any obedience (bo^t of the 
rule, inilead of that which perfectly anfyvers i|, is to 
ad, not in the ^apaipity of a righteous judge, but pn- 
der the character of ^\ abfolute fovereign* So Jeho- 
vah himfelf de^l^r^$, that he will by no means dear 
tie guilty in judgpiept , th^t he will not at alls^quit 
tie wicked i an.c^ cpnfeguently, that he will juftify 
. none without a perfj^ righ^eoufnefs. . Th;^t 9bedi- 
ence, therefore, >vhich ia available for diis grandeit 
of all purpo&s, mud anfwer^the demands of divine 
l^vy. It muft be ft^ch as will vindicate the honour of . 
eternal juftice, and of inviolable trut{^, in declaring^ 
the fubje£): of jufttfipation completely ^zghtepus. 
Yes, reader, it muft be fuch as you may ventufc to 
plead, without the leaft imputation of axrogance, at 
the throne of grace and the bar of judgm^it ; fuch 
to, whicli you may wagjan.tabjy afcribe your hjvppi- 
nefs in the l>cavenly worid, and in wKich you may 

'-^ry toalf cternitj^ •• , v ^ "Many 
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Many peribni talk of, ! know no what, conditions 
t( juftincaticfti i fome fup|>ol]ng one thing, and feme 
another, to be the condition of it. But hence it ap- 
pears, that the only condttton of our acceptance 
with God, li zpetfe^righ/fotf/nefj. This the law 
requires; nor does the gofpel fubilitute another. 
For as the divine law can have no n\ore, to it will 
admit of no Icfs* Thofe perfons, therefore, who 
think of any thing fl^rt of complete obedience be- 
ing Efficient ; let (hem call the fuppofed condition 
by what name they plea&s^ may dd well to* cOnGder, 
how they can free themfelves from the charge of 
Anrinomiamfiik. * For llie'|5)^pei>doei not, in any 
degree, make 'void the UfWk So far from it, that 
the voice of the g|*fpei md tlie- ^badi of Chrift, de« 
monftrate Jehovah ta he iMMoteky iniexible, as to 
all diat his holy law cequ^fOBior ibdrid^. 'fht way 
in which finnersare )uftilied,''dbeft4i«(isi tlbrletift in^ 
fringe on its rights. For, eonfiderid m unoiha^ it it 
unakeraUe and etcmah FtHeSt obedienet Mtrae dev 
manded by it of man, wtiile in #ft«io cf kinoccnre, 
as the condition of life. Pevfea ebsdieace it ftlU 
requires of nnan, though in s-fttte of apoftafy; And 
perfeA obedience it muft ihate, either at oor own, 
or a fiirety's hand^^t^rwcmoft faAettrnaiiy tinder 
iu curlb. r . • ^ ; - 

- Where then^fhall we fiiid^or howfhall we obtain 
a }afti|ying rt^teoTifnefi^ f HhaElt we floe to the law 
for relief i* Shall we n^^ly; wirti diligence and zeal, 
to the performance of duty, in oider to' attain the 
defired end ? Such a procedure, dvough it might 
flatter our pride, wouU betray 4^ur ignorance, dif* 
appoint our hopes, and ifiUe in eternal ruin« The 
apodle of the Gentiles, when profeflcdly handiirig 
the dotltine of juftificatioft, poflitively nfiXtms and 
■ ; ' ftkongly 
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ftroiigljr proves, that there is no acceptance with 
God by the works (^ tie la'w* Now the works of 
the IaW| are thofe duties of piety and of. humanity 
which the law requires. Nor can any acceptable 
obedience be performed, which is not required by 
that law which demands perfefl Iov€ to God, and 
perfect love to man. So that when the infallible 
teacher excludes the works of the law from having 
any concern in our j unification^ he entirely re* 
jcds all oor worlu, all our dutiei of every kind. 
But let us hear Im words and confider their im« 
port. 

Bj the deeds of tie- faw, by o\nr~ own ^dience to 
it> however fincere ; J^H w JIf/i he Jujiijiedy ac- 
cepted of God. and pronounced righteous in bis 
Jigbt, The reafon is evident \ for by the law is thi 
ino^i/kdge offin^ as an oppofition to the divine re- 
vealed wiH| and as defervtng an everlafting curfe*. 
Butif foyit is abfoluteiy impollible that we ihould 
be juftified by it \ for a law wliich proves us guilty, 
16 tar from pronouncing u^ righteous in the eye of 
the lawgiver* 7he law entered^ was promulgated 
at Sinaij that the offence might abound i that the 
;ibundanGe of our miquities might be manifeftedj 
and their esLceeding finfulnefs appear $.— -7%^ law 
^ivorleth wrath. It reveals the wrath of God againft 
all ungodhnefs and unrighteoufnefs of men. It 
faftens a charge of .guilt on the criminal, and works 
;ifenfe of deferved. .wrath in his confcicnce. Far 
from juftifying any offender, it denounces utter de- 
llruilion againft him»,and unfeeaths the fwordof 
\ftngt7aiQ^^-^As.many as Jire of the works ofthela^v; 
who do their beft ' endeavours to keep it, and are 

* Rom- iii- ao. 6al. U. x6. . $ Kom. v. ao. $. Rom* »v, 
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lopking for j unification by it J,ar^— what ? In a 
promifing way to obtain acceptance with God, and 
to be rewarded with life eternal I quite the reverfe. 
They arc under a dreadful curfe. For it is nvritten 
by the pen of infallibility, and is awfully expreflive 
of Jehovah's unchangeable purpofe : Cursed is e- 
VERY ONE, without any refpedt of perfons, without 
any regard to pleas^ that continueth not in 
ALL THINGS which are written in the took of the latu 
to do them*. From this alarming text we learn 
that there never was, nor can be any acceptance 
with God, without a perfeft obedience — An obedi- 
ence, perfe£t in its principle, complete in ail its 
parts, and without the leaft interruption in thought^ 
word, and deed. For he who fails in one point, 
breaks the law, is guilty before God, and expofed to 
ruin $• 

The apoftlc argues in proof of his point, from the 
oppofuion there is between living byfaith^ and liv- 
ing by the works of the law. . Thefe are his words ; 
That no man, however excellent his moral charaftcr, 
however righteous in his own efteem ; isjufifed by 
his own obedience to the la%u in the fight ef Gody it 
is evident : For thejnfi, the truly righteous and juf- 
tified perfon, filfall live dy faith. And^ that he does 
not obtain the character, or enjoy the blefTednefs 
conne^ed with it, in virtue of his own obedience^ 
appears from hence ; the law is not of faith : it makes 
no mention of a Redeemer, or bf believing in him. 
Bttt^ its uniform language ij, the man that dctth them; 
that punf^ually performs the duties enjoined, and 
entirely avoids the things prohibited ; he, and he 
otAjy Jhall live in them ; {hall find acceptance and 
enjoy peace %. ^ ' •- 

* Gal. iii, 10. I Tames ii. lo^ 1 GaL iji it* X2. 
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^ The infptred penman, erer jealous of hb Maftei^s 
lionouTi ^ver concerned for the glory of divine g^ce, 
s^-gues from an abfurdiry ; an abfurdity, d:>vio«s to 
the meaneft capacity, and {hocking to every mind 
tliat has the leaft eiteem for the Lord Redeemer. 
If righteeujntfs c^tne by the law ; if men either were 
Inr coukl.be juflified by their own duties and endea- 
voorSf then it would inevitably follow that ChriSh 
dead in vain g^ all his obedionce and all his fuiFer- 
ings.were ufelefs things; diere was naoccafion for 
them*. Again i If they luikh are of the lanio he 
heirs t if they who rely on their own legal perform- 
ances, be accepised of God and entitled to the hea- 
. .venly inheritance $^'/i( in a dying Redeemer is niAde 
entirely wiW, and the promije of life by him is made 
ofmone effeB ^ 

Nor are the works of (the law, which Paul fo ex* 
prefsly and repeatedly excludes from having any 
.concern in our juftificationi to be underftood only 
of an obedience to thofe pofitive inftitutions of Je- 
hovah, wbitth,. being of a temporary kiod, wei^e abro- 
gated by the death oif Chrift. His defign was to fet 
afidc all oi^r obedience to every law ; all our works 
and duties of every kind. Tha^ this was his inten- 
tion, appears from the following conGderatioHs.— r 
The.apoiUe excludes ail ivcrks in general God im^ 
puteih rtgbteonf*icfs ^vithout iwrh--^By graci ye 4irt 
faved^^tt^t of nvorki-^IJ by gracey then it is n^ more 
cf tvorks-^^Not h ^vorh of rigkUoufiefs which nve 
have d0M'—WAo tath faved us^^mt accordietg to our 
nvorks^ He does not only fay, that we are not jufti- 
ilsed Jby tlic works of the Unv g but alfo, that we are 
ikOtjuftified by works; performances, duties, obe- 
dience, in general, what rule focver may be their 
# C«l, n, %u I Ron* iv« 14. 
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objeil, or However they may be denominated.' He 
does not give the leaft' hint, as if he neant only to 
exclude the works of feme particular law, or duties 
of fome particular kind, in contradifttnQion to 
others. And when the Spirit of God declares, 
without limiting the phrafe to any particular kind 
of duties, that we are not judified by nvoris ; M'hat 
authority have we to reftrain tly fenfe to this or 
that fort of works^ to the exclufion of otliers i For 
as ;dl duties perforftied in obedience to a law are 
wpritx, whether tlie law be confidercd as moral 
or ceremouiaV old or iiew ; fo ali works, what- 
ever they be, arc here excluded without any excep- 
tk>n. 

That law which the apoftle. deiigns, ftands in di- 
reft oppofition to the grace of the gofpel, and the 
promife of life \ to faith in Chrift, and the righte- 
oufnds of faith. The promife that he fiaould ht ih§ 
hfir of the ^ ivorfj^ nvas tiot to Abrahaniy or to his feed 
through the law,* but through the righteoufnefs of 
fitoth.- For if they wbieh are of the- law be heirs ^ 
faith U made wd^ and the promife made of none ef* 
feB. Becaufe the law mjorheth wrath / for nvhere 
there iV eio hwy there is tio^ tranfgrejjion. Therefore 
it is ^ faith, tb4H it wight be by grace^ that the pron 
TcAk might be fare to aii the feed** Now it is the 
moriel, and not tbr ceremonial law, that ftandsop* 
pofed to grace, «nd the promife v ^ fakh, and the 
righteoukiefs of faith* For die ceremonial law, ex* 
hibiting in various wavs the grace of God, the pro- 
mifed Meffiah, and hie by hiro, as tV.e great obje^^s 
of faith and hc^ under tlie ancient Jewifiiocconomyi 
cannot be ftated and confidered in this contrafted 
viewjwidiout a manifeft iaiptopriety. Bill the msh^ 

. « Kwg^ iv. xj, X4, i|, %6. ' 

ra! 



152 " Of Grace f as it reigns 

ral law is not tf faith ; it contains no revelation of 
grace : it exhibits no foundation of truft, no obje^l 
of hope for finners : nor does it make the lead pro- 
mife to them, but all the reverfe. Befides, the law 
here intended nvorketh wraths B]r a tranfgreffioa 
of it» wrath is incurred ; and by a convi&ion of 
the evil of fuch difobedience, a fenfe of deferved 
wrath pofTefles ^e confcience. Wliich, though 
perfed^ly appUcame to the moral law, and to man- 
kind in general as breakers of it ; yet cannot be af- 
firmed of the ceremonial inftitutionst neither in re- 
gard to Jews, nor Gentiles. Becaufis, as to the 
former, thofe rites were long fince abrogated : and« 
as to the latter, they never were under any obliga- 
tion to obferve them. 

The important reafons affigned by the facred dif- 
putant, why we cannot be juflified by the works of 
the law, but by faith in Jeius, make it evident, that 
he intended to exclude, not only all ceremonial per- 
formances, but alfo all our moral obedience. Hav- 
ing afierted, that there is no juftification by the deeds . 
of the law, he adds ; For by the law is the kmwiedgt 
of Jin *"• Now the apoftle infoims us, from his own 
experience, that the knowledge of fin comes by that 
law .which forbids all irregular defires, and every un« 
fand^ified afie£bion. / bad not known fin hut hy thd 
law i for J had not known lujf^ except the law had 
faid^ Thoujha/t not cowtX* Hence * it is plain to a 
demonftration, that all the duties of that law by 
which is the knowledge of fm, are entirely excluded 
from all concern in our juftification : and, that the 
law which convinces c^ fin, is fpiritual ; reaches 
tfte thoughts and intents of the heart, faying, Thou 
Jndt not covet. Whether it he the morale or the cere- 
* Roni. iii ao, | Rom. vii. 7. ' 

monial 
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ihonial law that is here intended, the reader^ I pre- 
fume, will be at no lofs to determine. Another rca* 
fon afligned !$» Lefi any manjbtntld hoaft. For thus 
it is written ; By grace ye are faveJU^mt of works^ 
lejl any manjbould boajl — Ti declare at this time hit 
right eoufnef Si that He might he jujl and the juftifier 
pf him that believeth in Jefur. Where it boaJUng^ 
then T it is eiccluded. By what lanv f of tuoris ? 
Nay : hut iy the lav) of faith. Whence the apoftlc 
infers the following conclufion : therefore nve con^ 
clttde, that a mian is jufiified by faith wihout the dudi 
tfthe lain •. Now of what arc men ready to boaft» in 
a religious Tiew, but of their fuppofed moral good- 
nefs ? Of ^at, except the integrity of their hearts^ 
and the regularity df their Irves \ their (incere inten*- 
tions, and their pious performances ? Thefe there* 
fore we may iuiUy infer, are entirely excluded. For 
if no works be excepted but thoic of a ceremonial 
kind, and if out moral obedience be any way con- ^ 
cerned in procuring acceptance with God, now is ' 
boafting excluded I Doei not the performance of 
moral precepts aflbrd as fair a ground for boaft- 
ing, as a fubmiflion to ceremonial rites ? and 
were not the ancient Pharifees guilty in both x^U 
peas J ? 

Nor is faith itfelf our righteoufnefs, or that for 
the fake of which we are juftified. For though 
believers are faidto be juftified by faith, yet not for 
faith. That faith is not our righteoufnefs, is evi- 
dent from the following confidierations. No man^ 
faith is perfeA ; and it it were, it would not be 
equal to the demands of the divine law. It could 
not, therefore, without an error in judgment, be 
accounted a complete righteoufnefs. But the jud^ 

♦ EnK, ii* 8, 9. Rom. iU. atf, ^7, ^S, { l-uk* x*««- la- 
ment 
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incnt of Godj as before prbved> is according to tiroth^ 
and according to the rights of his hw. That dbe^ 
dience by which a finner is juftified, is called th% 
rtghteaujtiefs OF. faith ; righUoufmp Br faith ; and 
is reprefentcd as revealed Tbfaifi % : confequcntly^ 
it cannot be faith itfelf. Faith^ in the btiftnefs of 
juftification, (lands oppbfed to all w'orks. To him 
ihat vorketh ttHy BUT Mieveih Nowj if it were 
Our juftifying righttoufnefs, to confidcr it in fuch a 
light would be highly improper^* For, in fuch a 
comie£kioni it faiU uhd^ tbe confidennioitof a <ai«ri) 
a cfftuUtiofiy cm the pc tfo r m a i i t g of '#bi6h our^ac* 
ccptance with GoJt k maiiilcftiy^fulpetided* If 
fakh itfelf be thikt on tcconitt of> whkir vtt are ac* 
cepted^ then fomiB believers ^aiejaftifioil by a morei 
and ibme by a lefs pMttk xigh^oliiels^ hi exa6l 
proi>ortiofi .to die ftia^h ^r: waalineit of t^txk 
faitb lie v/osjt^ irt'fkitb*^&^ eflsttk fdtb% 
Gonfequeiuly^ either inove'^tf .^ftice and left of 

Ml diat of others f or clfe if Mift ie«€Oii^ded| 
that fomeare more fi^iiiAifie4 than^riiers i each 
of which is ib(«rdi Thalf iriiich is On eml rfttf 
Jaw,. i^ out righicouffiefs $ iKrhkh): cerfsMy^ is not 

faith^ but the obedience of our exalted Sub|titute. 
ChriJUs the, end ^ the^/afu^ FCttt iiil?HTE^u«KESS, 
U evef^f. one thaf ^ ie/ievethis That «ri|;ht0i>afne£r 
\}j wUich tnany n^C juftificd« is the obedience of 
One. The :bdieveri tltfrdore, is oot juftified for 
the fake . of his owA faith | for then there muft be 
as many diftinfk righteoufnefics> as there are jufti* 
fied perfons. .Were jTaid) itfelf our juftifying right- 
cou&ieis» we migb^wUiojit either pride qt folly, 
depend upon it» pk4d;k before God, aid. rejoice 

in 



}»^ ie^ For wbatever Ac Moft High is plea&d to 
;iccept as our juftifyuig righteoufnefs, ni9y -be pks^ci* 
ed, befpfc him^ a$ fucb. Whatever mqy be fo 
pka€te4d> nauft be efteemed fi proper ground of Qur 
confidence — may be ufed .99 ^n argument in pray* 
er at the throne pf erap^i and' as the foundatibi^ of 
pur expelling £nal happinefs ; and whatever is the 
^[round of pu)r ^onfid^Jicey oiq^ be the fource of 
pur fpiritual joy* S9 th^t a<;qpfding to this hypb« 
thefisi not Cnr^l, byt faiths i$ ikf^ (:qp ital thing ; the 
.d>jeA tp ^jhkh w^ mpft io<rf(. Xh^e glprious Re- 
deemer ^nA his i{nclertakiiig»?ire only confidcred as 
auxiliaries in the. ^£[^ir of j unification ; while f^ith 
is the. grand req\iifite> as it renders Immanuel's 
work effeduaJ, and crowns the vrhole. To under- 
ftand tbofe y^prdsi Fa\tb %yaj in^ifted to him for 
rigbteaujnefs^ ip the Arpinij^n fen(^, .is to contra- 
dict the whPle fcope and idefigo of the apoftle's nr- 
gunjentatioti^ Mfhen treating abo\^( the. jyftificatioii 
pf iinoers. For his inaiH defjgn if to prov^, that 
the eternal Sovereign juflifie? fi'i^h ♦ 'ivitt^out any 
cau/e in the creature. But, ^pcording tt> this hypo- 
)iiC^h^i faith is the conjiit{pn ; is the caufe j is tliat 
on accouat of which we a,re accepted as righteou;?. 
For it is confjdered ^n<\tx the formal notion of 
righteoufnefs. Hence, it appears, that it i$ not 
faith itfelf but its glorious Oi^^ whicji Pau| in- 
jtends^ when he fpea^s of faith being irnpijted for 
f ighteoufneis. 

But is not that law \yhiqh man was originj^ny un- 
der, which requires aii abfolutely perfe^ c^\)eciience, 
and denounces a curfc on the leaft offencjer, abro- 
gated by the mediation of Jefus Chrift ? and is not 
^ new, r^n^e^ial, milder law introduced in its place ; 
inc that is mbrj %BJ^ly ^<?^}?^ .^^ J^'^^ infirmities 
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of a fallen creature^ requiring only nfinctr^ obedi* 
ence, as the condition of acceptance before the fo* 
Tcreign Judge ? No : For, not to take notice that 
fuch a fcheme reprefents the gofpei as making vod 
the law ; not to mention many other things which 
might be urged \ the fentiment fuppofes, that the 
old, the eternal law of God, wa& either too RxyEt in 
its precepts, or too fevere in its penal fandion j and| 
that its requifitioiis never were, rior ever will be per- 
formed, either liy ourfelves or by Our Surety. Aa 
imagination this, which deferves the utmoft abhor- 
rence ; as, in one view, it denies perfeikion to diat 
law which is boly^ and jujly and g09jj and as, in 
another, it highly reflefts on the wifdohi, or equity, 
or goodnefsof the fupreme Legiflator for ena£^inga 
law, the repeal of which was fo neceflary in order 
to accompliih the defigns of his grace, — 'Befides, the 
fcheme is abfurd. For it fuppofes that the law 
which man is now under, requires only an mperfeS 
obedience. But an imperfe^ righteoufnefs cannot 
anfwer its demands, whether it be denominated old 
or new. For every law requires perfe£k obedience 
to its own precepts and prohibitions. Under what- 
ever law we are, it muft be tlie ftandard of duty and 
the rule of our obedience \ and every rule requires, 
and cannot but require, a complete conformity to 
xtfelf. That law which forbids every irregularity 
in our tempers and condufl:, whatever name it may 
bear, is the rule of our duty, the law which is now 
in force ; otherwife, fuch irregularity would not be 
fin 5 fuch a deviation from perfeft reftitude would 
be no faulti That which is hot prohibited, that 
which is the breach of no law, cannot ht{\n\for 
ftn IS a tranfgrejjion efihe laiv. If then we are for- 
bidden to commit fip, \i mull be by a Jaw ^at is 

now 
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now in,force ; ^jid if every fvn be a breach of it, 
nothing fcort of perfe£k obedience <an be required 
by it. Cpnfcquently, nothing can be accepted as 
rightcoufnefs by our eternal Judge, but an obedience 
in all refpefts complete 5 a perfedl obedience, ci- 
ther performed by us, or imputed to us*. 

^ To obviate objedkiens aadto enforce my argument, I will 
latxoduce a paragraph or two from a late excelknt writer ; who, 
when touching upon this fubje^l, obferves: * They.*- the Armi. 

* nians, ftrenuoufly maintain, that it would be unjuft in God, to 

* require anything sfiu beyond our prfelient power and abilivy 

* to perform ; ood alfo hold, that we sjre aow usable to periorm 

* pezfe<^ obedience, and that Chriit died to (atisiy for the imper- 

* t'€<^ions of our obedience, and hrs made. way that our imperfe<% 

* obedienee shight be accepted inilcad of fitittk ; wherein they 

* iieem in£raiibly to run tfaemfelves into the groifc^ inconfiftence. ' 

* For they hold. That God in mercy to maaluid, bat abolijbed 

* tJfat rigoront eonflituthn^oritm^ that tkey "were under origU 

* naUy ; oad; it^eitd of it has introduced a more mOd confiituti^ 

* 07Z, and pta us under a new laWt ^udueb rtqmtret no more than 
' *■ imperfe^^ fateere obedience^ in comptiance wstb our Ptfor, in- 

*firfn^ ■ hnpoteut circmtiyianees fince tbt, falL 

*Nowv bow can thefe thingabe made confident ? I would tfic, 

* Wh«t ^ki'tt' thefe imperfe&iens of our obedience area breach of > 

* If they are a breach- of no law that we were everunrler, then they 
' * are nm fins. And if they be not fins, what need of Chrilt's dying to 
.' fsitisfy for tl^m I But if they are lins, and the breach of fome law, 

* what law is it? They cannot be a breach of their nenv law ; for 
' ' [according to their principles} t)^at requires no other than impef- 
' * ledl obcdif^e,^ obcdience.with tmperfe^bns : and, therefore, 

* to kaveebcdlenctf attended with in^rfbdioDS'&nobreatk of it'; 

* for. it b as mbthasi^reqidrcs. iA-adthey <iaaoX bea hreach <tf 
' their old Uw^ % fee thav thoy foy^is entireiy aboliihed, and w^ 
^ never Were ubd^l it.— T^ fey, it ^wnridiiot.fciOjult in God to 

'^requke of us pcl£ej^ ^obedicftOB, beoiuie it-wOttlck notbejuft: 
' tto require mor^ «htn 'We c^in ^)«rfoi^ <)>.' t*- punifli us for 
' • fai! tng of it. And ,' # eXoS&[^^ by their own ^l»««c,f the impel • 

* fedlibns of our obedience dA, w*t? de(<Mve -td ble paftfched. What 

* need, therefore, of Chrift's dying to fatisfy for*them*? What need 

* of his fud'ering, to fatlsfy for that which is no faijlt, and, in its 

* own nature, delferves no thflSbtitvg ? Whiit need of Chrift's dying 

* to purchafe that our hnperfec^ obe^icncfe Ihowld be. accepted, 

* when, according^to their fche<««,*it.*'©uld]>*i«rijuftin itfelf thai: 

* any other obedience than imp^ifea fhould be required ? Wh*t 

. . ,• . P Nor 
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* Nor arc wc accepted of God on account of vtif 
liolinefs wrought in us by the Holy Spirit ; or of 
any good works performed by us through tlic affi£. 
tance of divine grace after regeneration. For, how* 
ever attained or performed, if it be ours by way of 
inherency, it comes under the denomination ottur 
own righteouffirfs. But all our own righteoufnefs is 
extremely imperfe£tj and is therefore entirely ex« 

* need of Chriil's dying to make way for CSod's acceiiting fiidi an 
' obedience, as it would bf onjuft in him not to accqx ? Is tliecie 

* any need of Chrift'5 <tying to prevail with God not to do imxigh- 
' teouily ?— If it be |aid, That Cbrifi died tofiuisfy that M law 

* fur us^ tbat/o we m^t not be under it, but that there «%te 

* be room for our being under a milder iaw : Stilil wonldenqoire, 

* What need of Chrilt^s dyingr that we mi|[ht not be under a law, 

* which, by their pfincipies, it would be in itfelf unjuft that we 
' Hioold be under, whether Chnft had died or no ; becaofe, in our 

* preCent ftate, we are not able to keep it ? 

* So the Arminians are incai^Uieiit with thegnfeliyes, not only 

* in what they fay of th^ need of Chanik.*s/atitfiMomp to atone far 

* thofe tmperfei5t»ons which we caxmot avcud ; but aKo in what 

* they fay Df the grace of God, granted to enable men to f^riann 

* the fincere obedience of the new law. They grant, thai by rctf- 

ifirtb 



* /on of original Jin^ we are utterfy iifahUd for theperjm 

* of the condition, without new gractfrom God, fi«t they affirm, 

* that he gives fuch grace to all, by which the performance tfti^ 
^condition is truly p^k : cmd that uf^ this gr9wtd Be may 
.* and doth mofi jvfily require itr^AHJbief isteBd to ^leak pfoper* 

* ly» by fnftrr they mnft nwan that aJ^fiwfceyshiA if of grace, or 

* of free fa^mar and kindneft. Bat yet tbey^^eakof it, as .very aoi- 

* reajonahh^ tai^ and <rM/, for God to re^wM Um^ as tKe con- 
' dition of pardon, that b become impoffible by prigiaal ^ If 
« it he fo, what grate is tbeie in giving ififtuicc and ability ta 
' perform the candition of pardon ? Or wlqr i$ that called by the 
1 name %;igffmct^ that is an abliDlnlt Mf, which God is bound to 

* beftow, and which it appnld be wftjnft and cniel ii. ' ' 

* hold i feeing he requires that, as the condition of p^ i 
' we cjtfmot perform without it?* — See that mail 

tkd, A casreful andjlria Inquiry into the mo r 

Notions of that Freedom of 9Vill, which is fitppifi 
iial to Moral Aftncy. Part HI. Sea. iii.«y r 

v£pwAgw^.., . . 
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duded,— This appears from hence. All rightcouf- 
iiefs confjfts, cither in habit, or in adi 5 either in. 
principle, or in pra£lice. Now if our external obe- 
* dience to the commands of God be not our own 
rlgbteottf fiefs, there is no fuch thing ; and fo the 
phrafe, as ufed in the facred writings, muft be en- 
tirely, deftitute of all propriety. As to the principle 
of ail obedience, what is it but "the love of God ? 
His is purity of heart ; this'is true holinefs. And 
though this heavenly afie£lionbe not natural toman,, 
but a fruit of the Spirit ; yet it is included under, 
wc general idea of our own righteoufmfs. For there 
is no fuch thing as rightcoufnefs, or moral goodnefs, 
where God is not the objedl of fupreme afFeftion 5, 
where our Maker is not fiucerely loved. A ration- 
^ creature who docs not love the infinitely amiable! 
Jehovah, far from having any thing that may be. 
^tii rigbu^mjs^ is a<^uate(i by the temper, and 
bears the very image of Satan : For where divine 
fcye has no place in the heart, the difpofitions of the 
fi|ind'are eatirely finful^ and the whole conduct a 
<lir)?£^ oppofition.to the revealed will of God. Con- 
fcquently^ if nothing be worthy the name of righ- . 
teoufiieft, where the love of God has no influence ; 
and if all our Qvn\ obedience be excluded, in the ar- 
ticle of juftificatlon ; all that hoUnefs, and all thofe' 
duties which follow regeneration and are performed 
'>y the affiftance of the Holy Spirit, muft be totally 
fet afidc, as to that important affair. According to 
thofe words : B-^. grace ye are faved — not of Hvorks. 
What works ? thofe to which they were created in 
^^rijl JefuSi and in which God ordained That they 
Jbouid wa/ifc*.— Heiice the apoftle very evidently 

* Eph. ii, 8, p, j/j. 
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diftingutflies bctw^een that rightcoufnefs by which he 
was jiiftified^ in which alfo he defired to h^ founds 
and all his own righteous deeds. And he found in 
Him not having mine own righteoufnefy ivhich is of 
tie laiv ; but that nvhich is through the faith of 
Chrifiy the righteoufnefs tvhich is of God by faith\* 
Nor can any man, with the leaft fliadow of re^fon, 
fuppofe, that the apoftle ever imagined him felf to 
have attained that holinefs, or to have perform- 
ed thofe good works, included under the general 
phrafe bU own righteoufntp : without the divine af- 
fiftance. 

To aflcft' that oiuc own righteoufnefs is the condi- 
tion of Juftiiication, is to confound the Wo oppofitc 
covenants of works and grace. What was 'the . co- 
venant 6f ^orks ? Wis it hot a conftitutioh which. 
-required pctfonal obediencp, as the cdfidition of 
life, and promifed acc'epta'ncef with Gdd on tfie per- 
formance of that condition ? This tiP^ai the tenour 
of it, and in this its diftingui(hihg nature Confifted. 
Whatever covenant therefore pr6ceeds dn.the&me 
t«rms, whether expreffed or Implied, is,, however 
it may be varied in other refpc£ls, z covenant of 
works. As in the; renewal of the firft promife con- 
cerning the Meffiah, in which the eflenc6 'of the 
covenant of grace was tohtained j though the fo- 
vereign Difpeilfer of all good was pleafed to varyhJs 
language, and to exhibit his mercy in differenf views, 
under the Patriarchal, Mofaic, and Chriftian difpen*-' 
fation ; yet, in fubftance, it was always the fame : 
{oy whatever variations we mayfuppofe to have taken 
place, refpefting the covenant of works, while its 
grand charadleriftic, Do this and Live, is retain- • 
ed it is neverthelefs the fame covenant. 

t Philip, iii. p. 

To 
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To fet die point in a clearer lighr, be it obferv* 
ed \ That our firft parents before the fall were un« 
Aet die covenant of works : and, fuppofing the 
condition of it had been performed, they would 
have had a right to life, and would have enjoyed 
the promifed blei&ng* Now though the enjoyment 
of life was fufpended on the performance-oi per- 
fe£t obedience, yet that was eafier to them in their 
primitive ftate, than the lead fuppofed condition 
would be to us in our fallen, corrupted ilate. And, 
how great foever the difparlty was, between the 
obedience prefcribed and the bleffing promifed \ 
yety had the condition been performed, and life 
enjoyed in confpquence of it, the happy ftate would 
have been poflefled, not as a gift of grace, but as a 
renjaard ^pa£iional debtJ'^ Nor would it have been 
of grace at all, in that fenfe in which the facrcd 
writers ufe the term, when treating about the juf- 
tification of finners. 

But fuppofing the condition of that covenant had 
been pexformed by our firft father, and that life 
had been enjoyed by him as the reward of his own 
obedience ; how, or by what means, could he have 
performed it ? By that power and re£litude with 
which his nature was endued. But who gave him 
that power and re£litude ? Who endued him with 
holy qualities, and fitted him for fuch obedience i 
Who maintained* thofe moral abilities, and pre- 
ferved him in exiftcnce itfelf ? The anfwer is ob- 
vnms. It is plain, howevet, that his being furnifh-^ 
ed with fufficient capacities, and having them pre- 
fervedby the Lord his Maker, would not have pre* 
vented the reward from being by works. Life 
would Hill have been by the legal covenant 5 and 

* Rom. iv, 4. 
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entirely oppofite, therefore, to that way *<5f juftifi- 
cation which is revealed* in thegofpel. 

Yet further to evince the truth and confirm the » 
argument, it may be obferved •, That the covenant 
of works itfelf did not require, even from innocent 
Adam, the performance of its condition by a pow- 
er independent on divine aflSftance. Nor could it, 
confiftent with the nature of a dependent being, as 
man in his beft eftate, and every mere creature, 
muft neceffarily be. For converfation is as much 
owing to a divine power, as creation itielf. Thofe 
holy qualities, therefore, with which man was at 
firft endued, could no othcrwife be maintained^ 
than by a continual divine influence from his Cre- 
ator and Prefer^'er. For if divine ageiicy be necef- 
liiry to a continuance in mere cxiftence, it muft 
certainly be allowed neccifary to an holy and hap- 
py exiftence ; fuch as our original parents would 
undoubtedly haye enjoyed, had they continued in 
a {late of innocence.- -If then we talk of temw ^r[\^ 
conditions, refpefting the covenant of grace j the 
queftiou is not, Whether they be great or fmall, 
hard or eafy ? but. Whether, properly fpcaking, ! 
diere be any Condition at all, to be i)erformed by 
the fmner, in order to obtain acceptance with God ? j 
And, Whether a fuppofirion of any fuch thing does | 
not annihilate the radical diflerchce between the | 
covenant of works, and the covenant of grace ? * 

* If the covenant pf grace be duly confidcred 4t will appear, | 

that the execution of it, and the tinal h?ppineis of the covenan* j 

tees, do not -depend on the proper exerci'e of the human will, or ^ 

on any condition to be perfonned by maa : thftt covenant hsving 
aU its virtue and benign effic." jy from the authority, Ipve, and 
faith fuln^fs of Cod himfelf. This glorious conilitution confifts ' 
of abfolute proniifes, Eph. ii. 1 2 . J jr. xxxi. 3 1- — 34. Heb^ viiil 
10^ J I, 13. Nor is there any thing like a comiition, which is 

• If 



/// our Jttfiificaiicn. i6^ 

If then the fubjeft of jiiftification be, in himfelf, 
ungodly; if the fupreme Go\'ernor of the world 
neither will, nor can, juftify any M^thout a pcrfeft 
righteoufnei^ \ and if fuch a rightcoufncfs cannot 
poffibly be found in our own performances, nor in 
faith itfelf, nor in any of the graces or fruits of the 
H<rfy Spirit ; it is abfahitely necefliry that righte- 
oufnefs wrought out by a fubftitute, Ihoukl be im- 
puted to us, or phiced to our account. Where, 
tJien, where but in ihejimjhed nvorfi ofj£sv3 Christ 
(hall we find this vicarious righteoufnefs i Yes^ 
the fpotlefs obedience, the bitter ftiffcrings,.and the 
accurfed death of otir heavenly i)urety, conllitute 
that very righteoufnefs by which finners are juitifi- 
ed before God. That amazing work which the 
incaniate Son completed when he expired on a 
crofs, 18 the grand requifite for our juftification 
before the heavenly tribunal. To this^ and to this 
only, the eternal Sovereign has rcfped,. .when • he 
pronomices the finner juft, and acquits him in judg- 
ment. Hence we are faid to be madf righteous by 
the obedience of Chrift, and to be jujlified by his blood, 
Thi« blood being flied, and that obedience being 
performed by our divine Subftitute, on the finncr's 
behalf and tnliis nature^ are placed to his ac- 
count, as fully and as much to his advantage, as if 
he bad in his own perfon underwent the fufiering$ 

DOt contained in tlie promifes themrdves. Thofe perfons, there- 
for^ muft a<fl a very injudicious part, who endeavour to explain 
the nature of this divine covenant, by confidehug the propertief 
of thofe compass which are common among iren. For in fo 
doing they entirely obfcure the glory of fovereign grace, and 
leave the awakened (inner deditute of all hope. See Dr. Owen's 
Tbeologownena^ t. iii. C. i. Witsu Econ* Feed, L. iii. C. u 
} S* — \i, A£ta Synod, Dordrecb. Pars iii* p. ^12. HooRHasc* 
HU Sttfiitm CQfttrqirr/, L. x. p« 805* 
. ' . • -ana 
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and pcrlbrnied the obedience.^^The fuiFerings of 
the holf Jefusy ihofe dreadful fuiFerings of the Son 
of Ood and Lord of glory, coniidered in connec« 
tion with his confummate c^edience to die pfecep- 
tive part of the law, which, for the fuperexcellency 
of it, is called the righteousness of GOD — 
thefe, including^ all that the righteous but broken 
law requires, being accepted by the Judge and im- 
puted to finners, are the united caufe and the only 
ground of their full difcharge. Tliis«— let nse in« 
dulge die pleafing idea, and repeat the precious 
triith ^this, without^ny addition, of any fort what- 
ever, is that work for the fake of which the wretch- 
ed finner is pronounced juit and adjudged to life, 
by- Htm who is {f purer eyes than to heboid iniquity.. 
By this obedience the law is honoured, and eternal 
juftice completely fatisfied* Jehovah declares him- 
feif well pleafed with it, and treats as his children 
all thofe that are found in iu 

That we are not juftificd by a perfonal, but by 
an imputed righteoufnefs, appears from the fcrip- 
ture with fuperior evidence. There the do£lrine 
is taught in the plaineft terms ; there the important 
truth is fet in the ftrongeft light. It was in this 
way,that Jehovah juftified the Father of thefaithf ul ; 
to the confideration of which notable example of di- 
vine grace and free acceptance^ Paul referred his 
Jewifli brethren for their conviftion, and for the 
inftruftion of all who fhould at any time enquire 
gfter the methods of cracc. — Abraham was the re- 
nowned progenitor of the Ifraelitifli nation ; and lie 
was honoured with that exalted chara&cr, the 
FRIEND OF God, His refignaticn and faitli, his 
-obedience and piety, (land on everlafting record. 
f ew^ among all the faints^ ever manifefted ib cheer* 

' • ful 
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ml a fubmiflion to the divine will, or fo tmrcferved 
a confidence in the divme promife. No fooner did- 
the true God fignify his -mil to Abraham, that he 
fliould leave his native country and his father's' 
houfc, than he obeyed ; and went out, not httpiwing 
thither he nventJ* No fooner did the Great Pof-- 
feflbr of heav/jn and earth intimate his fovcreign 
pleafure, thdt he (hould facrificc his only fon, his . 
Raacj -whom he loved, than he readily fiA mitt ed \ 
though the lieaTcnly mandate was quite unprece- 
dented, and the thought of performinff-it enough, 
one vponld, think, to aftonifli'Mnd cortound him- 
Yet thcfe afts of obedience, thou^ highly pleafing 
to God, and fuch las WiH be bad in evcrlafting re- 
wcmbrance, were ncfther the caufe, nor the condi-^ 
tion, of Hs juftification; ' They, ifideed, afibrded" 
thenobleft teftfrnony that his faith ^vns genuine/ 
and hia piety reaj ; and, in that fenfe, he wa^y//^ 
fodi or declared righteous, hy his tv9ris.\ But tncy 
were far frOtn being ^hcedf 'to his aecoilnt \ti the 
article of divine acceptance. Fot if Ahraham wtrf 
jufitfied fry Iiis owfi fcvorks, though amazingly great, 
and in 'one* inftance" quite unparaWeled 5 he hath 
^her^dfto ghrjy^ in "comparrfon with others, who 
come tar (hort 6f that' elevated pitch of obedience' 
to whjeh he arrived. ■ 6ut though he might, bxi^ 
that fuppoQtioaj hiavt glorietf befforc his fellow- 
cteaturei, yet not lefore God. Fo¥ nohat' filth thi^ 
fcripture/ AbrnhdfH believed xhc promifc of God, 
concerning the Mefiiah and the work to be accom- 
pliflied' by him, and it was counted unto him for- 
V ^ighteouftiefs. Nor was the method cJf divine pro- 
ceeding, in the juftification of riiis illuftrious pa* 

^ Gen. xii. i. Heb. xi. S. 
* ] James ii. %x — 25. , 
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triarchf any way fingular» In this re^e£^ he hail. 
no exclufive privilege. For it is addedi No^a; U "wds. 
not turilttn, in the ancient fcriptureS) Jbr his fake 
a/onff that iij the vifOik of a dying and rifing Re^^- 
deemer, *taas imputed ta him ; but for us alfoy whe- 
ther Jews or Gentiles, /• nuliom itfhall ht imputed^, 
if nve helieve on Hitn that raifed up jefus our Lord 
from the dead. For the} which beyjaitb^ are blHfei 
noith faithful jtbraham* .—How if a perion'of mch 
Victorious faith, exalted piety, and amazing obedi-- 
ence as he was, did not obtain acceptance with God. 
on account 4)f his own duties, hut by an imputed, 
righteoufnefs j who ihall pretend to an intered in- 
the heavenly bleffing, in virtue of hi» own fincere. 
emleavours, or pious performances ?— performan*^ 
ces, not fit to be nimed, in compariibn with thofe^ 
that adorned the condu£t and character of j£iio« 
Vah's frieno. 

The apoftle having Ihowii in what way the Fa-^ 
ther of the chofen tribes was juftified before the * 
King immortal V &nd having intimated,^ that the 
patriarch was confidered as an ungodly perfon, as 
one who bad ^0 good tvorii^ when the Lord unpu-^ * 
ted ricjhteoufnefs to him, irt order to his final ac- 
ceptance 'j to rUuilrate and confirm the momentous, 
truthj he prefents his reader with a defcription that 
David gives of the truly bleSed. man« And hovyr 
does the royal Pfalmid defcribe him ? To what 
does he attribute his acceptance with God ? to an 
inherent, or to an imputed righteoufnefs ? Does ' 
he reprefent him as attaining the happy ftate, and 
as enjoying the precious privilege, in confeqiience 
of j)erforming fincer^ obedience, and of keeping 

* Rom, iv. 2, 3, 23, 2 J, 24. Gal. iii. ^, >, «! ^ 
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tlic latv ta Ac bcft of his power ? No fuch thing. 
'iVxi 'words are, BUJfed are they nvbofe iniquities are 
forgtvtn^ and wbo/ejins are covered. Bleffed is the 
man to iohom the Lord nvii/ not impute Jin. — ^Thc 
blefled man is here defcribed as one who is, in him- 
felf, a polluted cf eature, and a guilty crimina}. As 
one who, before grace made the diifcrenccj was on 
a level with the reft of mankind % equally unwor- 
thy, and equally wretched : and the facrcd penman 
informs us, that alt his bleffednefs arifes from an 
imputed righteoufiri^fs. For what elfe can be in-* 
l^ended by thofe remarkable words, with which he 
introduces the evangelical declaration ? Even as 
David defcriheth the blejfednefs of the man — what 
man ? Why he to whom the Lord imputeth righte-* 
eufiiefs without works. ^ The righteoufnefs here 
intended, catmot be underftood of a perfon's own 
obedience 5 becaufc it is exprcfsly faid to be nuith^ 
out works. His own virtues and duties, however 
excellent, contribute nothing toward it. No ; it is 
perfefl; in Itfelf, and entirely detached from every 
thing which he either has done, or can do. — ^The 
phrafeology of the infpired writer is very remark- 
able. He does not only fpeak of bleflednefs, as 
the refult of an imputed righteoufnefs ; but he dcf- 
cribes the obedience which is thus applied to the 
finner, as heing without works. This he does, more 
ilrongly to a^t the truth he defends, and more 
effe£lually to fecure the honour of grace. Righte^ 
oufnefs imputed t righteoufnefs without the law : 
righteoufnefs without worts. Such was the language 
ot Paul ; fuch was the dodrinc that he preached ; 
and i^ch was the faith of the primitive church. 
Now, ahsy dbe phr^fes are calhiere^ as obfolet^t 
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and a pattern to all that enquire the way to Lap- . 
pineis* 

Let us attend to his words, and a little more par- 
ticularly coniider their import. JTed doubilefi i I 
a£rin it with the utmoft confidence, and am de- 
termined to abide by it : that I count all things ; 
ny birth-privileges, and pharifaical zeal ; my fub- 
nuibon to ceremonial rites, and performance of 
ovora] duties ^ thefe, all th^fe I edeem but lofs. 
Nor do I only reje^ail my duties before conver- 
fioa \ but alfo whatever I now have, and ai] that 
I now perform, I count of no worth in the grand 
article of divine acceptance. Thefe, though high- 
ly ornamental, ufeful,and excellent, when ftanding 
in their proper places and referred to fuitable ends ; 
are little, are iM)thing, are/o/} itfelf, compared with 
^i exceilencf of the knowledge (jf Chriji Jefus n>y 
Urd^ Yea, fuch is the love that I have for my 
Saviour, and fuch the dependence I place on his 
nghteoufacfs, that for his fake / have cheerfully 
fijfered the lofs of all things which once I fo highly 
vaiucd. And I dQ with the greateft deWberation 
again declare, in th^ prefence of H^^ ^^'^^ fe^rchQS 
the heart ; that 1 ^^unt them, vile as the orfals ""^^fx 
are thrown to tiie dogs, and lo-uKfortie as rf"«'S which, 
is call out of fight, Such rS^lv/onVv oi -^ ow- 
performanoee, and fuch ^ ^ "^^ ^- oi x\vetn, ^\ ^^^ 



m comp^uupn with the u>l^^V^ Ac^^^'T.X ^^^ 
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and are become ofTenGre; fo ofienCre, that their 
frequent ufe is oonfidered, by the generality of thofe 
who caU themfelye% chriftians, as a certain inifica* 
tioir of an enthufiaftic turir of mind. And> as the 
language is difapproved by multitudes in the pre* 
fent age ; fo the ftnriment expre0ed by it t$ dif- 
carded with contempt, as offering an infult to com*' 
mon fenfe. But, however much the do£hine of 
imputed' righteoufnefs may be defpifed as abfurd, 
or abhorred as liceatiousi by afiy of our modern pro- 
feffors ; it is evident - that the great apofUe con* 
fidered it as intimately conne£led with the hap^- 
pinefs of manldnd, and efleem^d the bie{&ng as the 
only folid bafis of all our hope, and of all our com* 
fort. 

Hating feen what Paul' fays concerning the juf- 
tification of Abraham, and the application he makes 
of that defcription which Davni gives of the blef* 
fed man ; let us now confider, what was the foun* 
dation . of his own hope of eternal felidity, and on 
what righteoufnefs he relied. Of thefe particulars 
the infallible teacher informs us in the following 
paflage : Tf^y doubt lefs^ and I count all things huthjs^ 
for the excellency ofthf knowledge ^f Chriji Jitfus my 
Lordf For whom I havefuffere4 thelofs of all tMngs$ 
and do count th^m , but dung that Jptay nuin Chrtfl^ 
and be found in Hfm ; "not having tnipe.o^n rightt^ 
oufliefs^ which is of the lawj but that which is 
through the faith of Chrifl^ the righteoufnefs *which is of 
God by faiths In this context the apoftle relates 
his own experience. In thefe words he declares 
what was the frame of his mind>; a;id?what were 
his vie>\'a with regard- to the do^ahri^e of Juftir 
tication. Here lip -prefents Ji^fo'if as a *guide 

and 
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and a pattern to all that enquire the way to hap-, 
pinefs. 

Let us attend to his words, and a little more par- 
ticularly confider their import. Ted doubileji i I 
affirni it with the utmoft confidence, and am de- 
termined to abide by it : that I count all things ; 
tny birth-privileges, and pharifaical zeal ; my fub- 
miiEon to ceremonial rites, and performance of 
moral duties v thefe, all th^fe I edeem but lofs. 
Nor do I only reje^ all my duties before conver- 
fioa \ but alfo whatever I now have, and aU that 
I now perform, I count of no worth in the grand 
article of divine acceptance* Thefe, though high- 
ly ornamental, ufcful,and excellent, when ftanding 
in their proper places and referred to fuitable ends ; 
are little, are nothing, are hfs itfelf, conipared with 
the excellency of the knowledge of Qhrijl Jefus toy 
Lord^ Yea, fuch is the }ove tJiat I have for my 
Saviour, and fuch the dependence I place on his 
rightcoufacfs, that for his fake I have cheerfully 
fufferad the lofs of all things which once I fo highly 
vaiued. And I do with the gre^teft deliberation 
again declare, in th^ prefence of Hiqn who fearches 
the heart ; that 1 f<^unt them* vile as die oflfals which 
are thrown to the dogs, and ioathfome as dung which 
is call out of fight. Such is the worth of my own 
perforuvaaoeg, and fuch my eftimate of them, if fet 
in cQin^%i(\o.n with the work of Jefus, or prefum- 
ing to Itand ii^ the place of his righteoufnefs, Now 
thi^rcfore i$ is x^y ghicf defire and fupreme qonceni 
'that I ifiay *utln Qhrijit who is able to fupply every 
want, and to reader me completely happy, ThV.r, 
when the Judge afcends (he throne, at the Ufl: tri3^ 
mendous audit ; when all nations fliall appear b<j- 
fore Him, and when none but the perfe<S^ly rightsj^ 
Q^ ous 
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0U8 are able to ftand^ I may bi found in Him the 6c« 
'loved, as the Lord my righteoufnefs. Then im* 
partial juftice mud entirely acquit^ and immacu- 
late holinefs Completely approve. Would yoa 
know more particularly what I mean by hAn^ found 
in Him ? It is, my not havings not depending up^ 
on, or fo much as once mentioning mine ov/n rights 
oufnefs^ which is of the law ; the holy qualities I 
now poflefs, and the righteous deeds I have per- 
formed in obedience to the law, as a rule of cohdii£>, 
and by the influence of grace, as the principle oJF 
fpiritual life. But^ being adorned with and relying 
upon that righteoufnefs tvhicb is through the faith 
of Chrifl ; which was finifhed by him, is reveaW 
in the gofpel, and received by faitn-t—Evcn that obcw 
diencc which, being performed by tlie incarnate 
Son, is dignified with every excellence, and bears 
that exalted charadler, Th^ righteoufnefs of God hf 
faith. 

On this inftruftive and very important pailage I 
would further obfervc, that*thc manifeft ^^fign of 
the facred penman is to {how. What that is in which 
a fmner may fafely confide, and what is a warrant* 
able ground of rejoicing* He inttmateS| that there 
can be no confidence toward God, no acceptance 
with him, and confequently no caufe gS fpiritual 
joy, without a righteoufnefs : for condemnation and 
wrath muft be our portion, if we appear in our fins 
before the righteous Judge. He further fuggefts, 
that there is a twofold righteoufnefs. The one, he 
calls our own ; and informs us it is of the law* 
The other, he defcribes as through the faith ofChrifts 
and thia he characterizes, the righteoufnefs of God. 
Thefe, he fignifies, are entirely dtiUndt, and far 
ffom having a united inHuence in procuring our 

jttftification 
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luftification : fo far from it, that they arc oppofite 
and abfoIutelyinconfi{lent> as to any fuch purpofe* 
In referrence therefore to acceptance with the Mo ft 
High, he who embraces the one, muft rcjeft the 
other ; and on the one or the other all mankind de- 
pend. He alfo informs us, with all the fervor of 
holy zeal, and in the moft emphadcal manner, 
which of thefe obtained his regard and fupported 
his hope \ was the ground of his confidence and 
diefourceof hisjoy. How muchfoever the judaiz- 
ing teachers, of whom he fpeaks in the beginning 
of the chapter, might confide in thefiejh^ or depend 
on their own duties ; he was determined to adopt 
a very different method, and to feek for acceptance 
' in a contrary way. ' Having warned them of their 
danger, and guarded the PhilHppians againd their 
deftru^ive miftakes; he declares that the rightc- 
oufnefs which he efteemed fufficient was not his 
»wn i was not o/the lanv s but a gift of grace,. and 
through tht faith of Cbrift. Even that obedience 
which our Lord performed in the capacity of a 
furety; which is without works ^ and without the 
law: was the objefi of his dependence, and 
HI that only he gloried* But as to ail that is inducted 
under the phrafe, his own righteoufnefs^ when he 
confidered the purity of divine law, the majefty of 
the eternal Judge, and that he muft foon ftand be- 
fore him, he accounted it of no avail. Under fuch 
a conlideration, he rejefted it with difdain. and 
poured the utmoft contempt upon it, calling it lofs 
and dung. Such was the experience, and fuch was 
the hope of that worderful man, whofe apoftolic 
gifts and chriftian graces, whofe minifterial ufe- 
tulnefs and exemplary conduA, rendered him an 
eminent blefhng to tlie world, and an honour to the 
great Redeemer's caufe. Many 
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Many arc the arguments which might 1>e addtl* 
ccd from the unerring word, in proof of this capi- 
tal (lQ£lrine and comfortable truth ; but I fhall On- 
ly prcfent* my reader with the few that follow. It 
has been before proved, that the fubjeft of juftifi- 
cation 16 an ungodly peffort. Hia pardon and ac- 
ceptance, therefore^ cannot be the refult of his own 
obedience : and it k equally clear, that as tingodly 
he cannot be juftified. He mtift ftand fight in the 
eye of the lavi', and unrepfovable before his Judge, 
before he cart be acquitted in judgment. It muft, 
confv^quently, bebythc rightcoufnefs of another* 
liac, what, or whofe, rightcoufnefs can ir be ? Not 
i)\t obedience of our fellow mortals who arc alrea- 
dy juftified \ that would be to adopt tb« exploded 
doclrisc of fujpcrcrogation. Not the fanftity of 
angels ; becaulc they never became refponfiWcfor 
us. Not the cflcntial reditude of the divine nature ; 
.for that is abfolutelv incommunicable. It muft 
therefore be the rightcoufnefs of Chrtjl / or his 
complete conformity to the holy law, as a volunta- 
ry fubftitutc for the ungodly. Now, in what way 
can his obedience be applied to us, except by mputa* 
tlon ? This argument, I am pcrfuaded,. will remain 
conclufive till it be ptoved ; ehher, that ihefubjeft 
of juftification is not in himfelf tingodly ; or, that the 
Judge of all the earth cati juftify without a righte- 
oufnefs. The former is exprefsly contrary to the 
divine teftimony, and the latter involves a palpable 
contradi£tion. ' ' 

Paul, when treating about our awful ruin by fin, 
and our wonderful recovery by grace, and when 
profefTedlyhandling this capital do£lrine ; informs 
u^, That Adam was a type of Him that <tx}as to comt^ 
ev^n of the Lord Mefliah. He forms a ftriking 

- com- 
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compariicm between the firft aod the fecond ^dam ; 
between the difobedience of the one, and the obe- 
dience of the other, together with the efFe£lsof each. 
He reprefents Adam as a public pcrfon, as conftltu- 
ted the federal head of allhispofterity ;andChrilt, 
as the jeprefentative of all the chofen feed. The 
firft offence of the former, he fignifies, was im- 
puted to all his natural offspring ; the complete obe- 
dience of the latter, is imputed to all his fpiritual 
feed- By the imputation of that offence, all man- 
kind were madejinnfrs ; came under a charge of 
guilt, and the awful fentence of condemnation to 
eternal death : by the imputation of this obedience, 
all that believe are made righteous; are acquitted from 
every legal charge, and adjudged to eternal life. And 
as it was one ojfencey of one many that brought death 
and mifery on all the hum^n race : fo it is by one. 
righteoufnefsy of one many even of the Lord from hea- 
ven and Jehovah-'s Fellow, that fpiritual life and eter- 
nal happinefs are introduced,. . According to that 
faying, As hy one o^ence^ judgment came upon oilmen 
to condemnation ; even foy. by one righteoujnefs* y the 
free gift came, upon all t^en tojuj}ijlcationoflife. For 
as by one mar^s difobedience many tvere madefmners; 
fo by the obedience of One fijall many be mode 
rigi&/«?«/j f.— That, the wf ojjencey and the difchc" 
dience of oncy are to be undcrftood of Adam's ac- 
tual tranfgreffion of the divine law, none can dif- 
pute. By his firft iniqua|ous a£): and bold offence 
many were madefinnmsy before they were guilty of 
actual tranfgreffion ; fo. made finners as lo be, on 
principles of Juftice,. liable to condemnation and 
^eath. Nor is it conceivable how this could be, ex- 

, * Dt €noj dicaiomafas, 
I Rora. V. 1% 19. 

. •. / : • Qjj cept 
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ne(s* Strongly imply iug» th^t it wa$n(>t.by any 
cri^ninal cond4£t of xiis tlmt he became fin \ fo it. 
i^ not by ^ny pious a£kivity o( ours that we become 
righteous. As it was not .on account of any evil 
qualities infufed, that He was treated by divine juf«- 
ticp. as an oiiender v fo it is not \^ virtue of any ho- 
linefs wrought in us, that we are accepted and treat- 
ed as righteous. And as that fin, for. f which tlie 
condefcending Jefus was condemned and. puniflied, 
was not found in .him, Jbut charged, upon him ; fo 
that righteoufnefs> by which w^ aij^ juRified and en- 
titled to happinefs, is not inherent in us> but im- 
puted to u?* 

, The obje£tions.alfo with which ^he apoftic meets, 
a«d the way in which he refutes rfiem, when hand- 
ling the do^rine of justification) (Irphgly imply, that 
his defign was entirely to exclude all tli^e works. of 
every law, and all duties of e.very kind :. confequent- 
ly, that our acceptance with God is a bleffing of 
pure grace, and only by an imputed righteoufnefs* 
— The obje<3:ions plainly fuppofe, that the method 
of juftification, as clearly ftated and fully explained 
by Paul, is wot only injurious to the interefls of 
hoiinefs, but fubverfive of all morality. His doc- 
trine was charged with making void tke divine cammands 
—with encouraging thofe by, whom it was adopted, 
to continue in Jin J hecauje theynvere noi under the law 
•—to muitiply.tranfgreffions that grace might abound 
— ^andto do all manner of evil, that good might come* • 
— N9wifPaulhadtaught,or^iventhe lead intimation 
that righteous deeds, or holy difpofitions, were any way 
ueceffary to a fmner's juftification ; if, in reference 
to that affair, he had no.t in the fulleft fente renounc- 
ed all human obedience, and directed finners to 

* Komi iii. 8, 31, and vi, i, 15. 

,placc 
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phee thcilr whole dependence on tli; trotlc and 
vrorthinefs of Chrift alone $ it is highly improbable 
Aat the appftolie gofpel would have been charged 
with fuch horrid confequences. ,For, on that fuppo- 
fition, the enemies of facted truth would ni)t have 
had thejeafl plaufible pretence for traducing his doc-« 
ttine as Hcentious. 

But fuppofing any, through ftupid ignorance or 
violent prejudice, to have fo far miftaken his mean- 
ing as to imagine | That he entirely rejeftcd all ho* 
lydefifes and pious endeavours without exception^ 
as eonftituting no part of that righteoufnefs fo^thc 
fake of which a finner is iuftihed j when at the 
fame timo^ he only excluded a ^Mr/m^/ kind of bo- 
IfRefs,and works of a particular fort ; we may rea- 
Ibnably conclude that» in his replies to thofe re« 
proachful charges againft his minifterial chara£lery 
and againft that gofpel which was dearer to bim 
than his very life, he would nor have failed to point 
out the egregious miilake on which the objt'£lor 
proceeded, by diftinguifhing the works he did ad«< 
mit, from thofe which he renounced. Had he re-^ 
je£ted only the works of the ceremonial law, os 
fttch duties as are performed prior to regeneration^ 
and W4<hout the aids of grace, while he maintained 
the neceffity of' evangelical obedience j it would 
have been eafy^ natural, and neccflary for himy 
when refuting the blafpI>cmous accufations, to hav^ 
drawn the line of diftinftion, in order to prevent 
future mi tokes. But not the leaft veftige of any 
fuch diftinft ion. appears, in his anfwers to the feW 
veral' hateful charges. He docs, not fo much a4 
hint that the objc6idr M'as under a miftake in fup-# 
pofing, that he entirely excluded all the duties and 
works of men- without any difierence. 

When 
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When he puts the obje£lion, What JhaU wi faf 
then ? Jball nue nnt'tnue in Jin that grace may abound ? 
he anfwers by a flirong negation, expreffing the ut« 
inoft abhorrence of ^ny fuch thought ; God forbid f 
Then he argues from an abfurdity ; Howfball we 
that are dead to ftn^ live any logger therein ? By 
whkh he Ggnifies, that thofe who are the fubjefta 
of grace and believe in Jefus Chrift, being dead td 
fin, cannot walk in the ways of ungodlinefs. For, 
fo to do> would be abfolutely inconfiftent with their 
new ftate, and with that principle of fpirilual life 
which they have received. But he gives not the 
leail intimation of the necedity of holinefs, or o£ 
obedience, in order to gain'tl^e favour of Cod, or to 
|>rocUre acceptance befote hidi# If myreadetfiiOftid' 
iuppofe, that his views of juftificatiefn are thefam4 
which Paul had, and yet is perfuaded that fome ho- 
linefs, or moral goodnefs of his own, is neceffiiry to 
obtain pardon, or <0t produfe acceptance \ I would 
advife him to coniider whether if < his fentime^ts 
were charged with being licentious^ he would not 
immediately think of a different reply^one better 
adapted to anfwer bis puipofe> than :ai)y. of thofe 
which the apoftie made in a fimilar cafe. And, 
whether he would not be seady lo vindicate his 
ereed by obferving. That as he had, no enpe^^ation 
of being accepted befcMre the eternal Sovereign with- 
out a" perfonal obedience, to charge him with making 
void the lawy or with faying, let m do iwl that good 
may come ; could proceed from nothing lefs than 
the moft palpable miftake, or the greateft malevo- 
lence.— Such perfons, however, as maintain the ne- 
ceffity of good works, in order to juftification before 
God, are in little danger of being charged by igno-^ 
rant people withholding licentious principles 5 which 

is 



{s t bong prcfumptive argument^ that the dodirines 
vbichtheyefpoufe are not thefame thatPattlpreach* 
ed, and, which the primitive faints profefled. For, 
that their charafter and fentiments wcrefo afperfed, 
is clear beyond a doubt : nor does it appear that 
natural men arc any more capable of difcerning 
fptritual things or any more friendly toward the 
genuine gofpei now, than they were in the apoftoliQ 
times. 

That righteoufnefs by which we are jullified is a 
f^^^g\fti as appears by the following words ; The 
%ift of righteoufnefs : conformably to which, the 
apoftle reprefents believers, not as performing, but 
as receiving it*» The gofpei of fovercign grace, 
proclaiming the fufficiency, fuitablenefs, and frce- 
ivefs of it, is thence denominated the word of righte-' 
oufnefs — the minifiration of righteoufnefs f : and one 
of the glorious charafters which our divine Sponfor 
hears, is The Lord ouu righteousness. In per- 
feftcortefpondence with which, He is faid to be 
«/iif unto us righteoufnefs ; and it is afiirmed of be- 
lievers, that they are made the righteoufnefs of God in 
Him |. Hence it is that they are declared , by the 
Spirit of infallibility, to \icjufHfied in Htm — accepted 
^'^ Him^-^9mplete in Him-^and faved in Him§»-^^ 
Such is the divinely appointed method of Juftificati- 
onj and fuch the provifion which grace has made, 
for the final acceptance of guilty, ungodly, and 
''wetched creature*. 

The grand defign of the gofpei is to reveal this 
Tightemfiufs ofGod^ and to difpfey the riches of that 
grace which provided and freely beftows the won- 

* Rom. ▼. 17. X Heb. ▼,13. a Cor, iit, ^ %^t Cor* 
« • 30. 1 Cor. V, U. J Ifa. kIv, 45, Eph, i. $, Col. ii. lo. 
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.derful gift. The gofpel informs us that, in regard 
.to juitilication,'what is required of the traqfgreflbrf 
both as to doing and fufiering, was performed by 
.our adorable Subilitute. This perfect obedience, 
therefore, being reveaied in the word of truth for 
die j unification of fmners, it is the bufinefis oi true 
faitb^^notto come in as a condicion,^ not to a0crt 
its own ipaportance, and to (ha^e the glory with our 
Saviour's righteoufnefs — but to receive it, as abfo* 
lutely fuigcient tojuftity the mpit ungodly finner, 
and lis entirely free for his ufe^ For what is evan- 
gelical faith, ijut the receiving efQbri^an^ his rigkte^ 
'ou[nefs*l Or, in other words, a dependence on Jefus 
otUyfor eternai falvaiinn ? A dependence upon Him, 
as A^\ futiicient to fave the mod guilty \ as every 
way fuitable to fuppjy the wants of the moft needy \ 
and as abfolutely free for the vilell of iinners. The 
divine Rodeemer and his flniflied workbeino; the ob* 
yt(X of fiVith f , ^nd the report of the gofpel it? war- 
rant and ground ; to believe^ is to trull entirely and 
without referve, on the faithful, ^ord whi*;h God 
haih. fpokeii, and on the perfect work which Chritt 
hath wrought. Such is the faith Qf> God*$ elefl: : 
and the coiifoVtable evidences of its truth and reality 
are, the love of God and holy obedience ; peace cf 
coufcience and hopQ of glory, Thefe, to a greater 
or lefs dcgr^ie, are its proper efie£ls and genuine 
fruity, 

* Ifa, xiv. ^2. John i, 12. C^fl. ii. x6. Rom. i# 17, and 
V. 17. 

X Agreeable to Uiofe remarkable and in^ni(Slive words, 2 Pet. 
j. I. To then that ijaiie oht(iiiied by lot equally prectQut faitb 

nvith USy IN THE RIGHTEOySNESS OF 0\SK GOO AND SaVIOUR 

Jfisus Christ. , - 

Happy, 
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Happy, thrice happy they that are hitcrefted in 
this divine righteoulnefs, and have received tlie 
atonement ! All fuch are pronounced righteous by 
the eternal Judge^ There is nothing to be laid to 
their charge. They are acquitted with honour to 
all the perf eft ions of Deity, and everlaftingly free 
from condemnation. Their fins though ever fo 
numerous or ever fo hateful, being purged away by 
atoning blood ; and their fowls being vetted with 
that moft excellent robe, the Redeemer's righteouf- 
nefs ; they are without fpoi^ or ivrinkU^ cr any fuck 
thing. They are prefented^ by their great Rcpre- 
fes tative, in the body of his fie fh^ through deaths holy^ 
unblameabUy and imreproveable in the fight of Om- 
nifcience. They are fair as the pureft wool 5 whi- 
ter than the virgin fnow. Yes-r-Jet believers exult 
in the thought ! — the work ^nd worthinefs of the 
Lord Redeemer, give them acceptance with infi- 
nite Majefty, and dignity before the angels of light* 
Thefe aiFord confolation on earth, and procure ef- 
timation in heaven. Through thefe they (liall {land 
with courage at the bar of judgment, and make 
their appeaK^nce with honour among the inhabi- 
tants of glory. Let the legalift boaft of his good 
works, his devout fervices, and ftri£t holinefs ; the 
man that is taught of God efteems therp ?11, if fet 
in competition with Chrift, or prefuming to (land 
in the place of his righteoufnefs, fordid as drofs, 
and vile as the dung 1 lighter than vanity, and worfe 
than nothing* Were he endued with all the finn- 
ing virtues that ever adorned tk^ lives and charatl^ 
ers of the mpft excellent faints ; did he pofiefs the 
exemplary meeknefs of Mofes, and tlie amazing pa* 
tience of Job \ the ever-a£live zeal of Paul, and 
that love wiiich glowed in the bqfom of John \ he 
R . * would 
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would not, he durft not advance the Icaft claim t^ 
juftification and eternal life on that footing. No, 
blcfTed Jefus ! It is in thy righteoufnefs only, that 
he dares to confide ; it is only in thy obedience 
he prcfumcs to glory. This obedience is an 
immovable bafis for the anxious mind to reft up- 
on by faith. This is a fure foundation to fup- 
port the believer's hope of glory, even when he 
views the -righteous law in its full extent and una- 
bated purity. This foundation of confidence will 
fupport the foul in the view of death, and when 
, on the confines of an eternal world. Nor will it 
fail, fuch is its high perfeftion and fovereign effi- 
cacy, in the near profpeft of th# awful judgment. 
Here then grace reigns ; in freely beftowing this 
righteoufnefs, and in our complete juftification 
by it. • 

As it is the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, and 
that only, by which any of the children of men can 
be juftified ; let us look to it, rely on it, and glory 
in it. For it is dignified with every honourable 
charafler, and free for our ufe. Cheering thought ! 
— This way of juftification is completely fitted to 
pull down the pride of the felf-righteous profeffor, 
who confiders himfclf as ftanding oh more refpeft- 
able ternis with his Maker, than his ungodly neigb- 
hour. Nor is it lefs happily adapted to ratfe the 
drooping fpirits of the trembling finner ; of him 
who has nothing to plead why fcntence of condem- 
nation, already pronounced upon him, (hould not 
be executed in all it» rigour. If, indeed, we were 
not allowed to look to this unequalled obedience, 
till confcious of having fomc righteoufnefs of our 
own ; we might then be difcotnragcd : defpair would 
be rational, and damnation certain. But , thanks 

be 
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t>€ to God for the unparalleled favour ! this rlghte^ 
oufnefs, and juftificacxon by it, are free, perfectly 
free for the worft of finners. For the works of eve- 
ry law, in every fenfe, as performed by man, arc 
entirely excluded from having any concern in our 
acceptance with God*. Since, therefore, it is in 
Chrift only, as our head, reprefentative, and furcty , 
that we -^ are or can be juftiiied ; He alone fliould 
have the glory. He is infinitely worthy to have the 
unrivalled honour. Let the finner, then, the un* 
godly wretch, truft in the obedience of the dying 
Jefus ; as being abfolutely fufficient to judify him, 
without any good works or duties \ without any 
good habits or qualities, however performed or 
acquired \ and eternal Truth has declared for 
bis encouragement, that he fhall not be difappoint- 
zd. 

Here, finner, felf -ruined and f^lf-condcmncd 5 
even you that are tempted to execrate the day of 
your birth, on account of your multiplied provoca- 
tions and utter unworthinefs ; here is a complete 
righteoufnefs revealed for your full relief and imme- 
diate comfort. In this righteoufnefs you may read 
the divine charafter •, Jusr, yet the Justifihr 

* Dt Owen, having quoted Rom. iii. 28. and iv. 5. and xx. 
6. Gal* ii. I6. Eph. ii. 8, 5. and Tit. iii. 5. adds ; * I am 

* perfaaded that no unprejudiced perfon, whofe mipd is not pre- 

* pofTeiTed with notions and diftin<5tions, whereof not the Icaft 

* tittle is offered unto them from the texts mentioned, nor elfc- 

* where ; can but judge, that the law in every fenfe of it, and 

* all ibrts of works whatever, that at any time, or by any 
' meaos, dnners or believers, do or can perform ; are, not in 

* this or that fenfe, but every way and in all fenfes excluded 

* from 00c ja(Ufication before God. And if it be fo, it is the 

* righteoufnefs of Chrift, alone which we muft betake ourfelves 

* unto, or this matter muft ceafe for ever.' Dc^. ofjujlificat* 
Chajp. xiv.' J ' - 
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OF THE UNGODLY. 'Tnie it IS, if hotliiiig but edi/i* 
ty had appeared in Jehovah's name, nothing out 
mifery could have been expefted by the guihy. 
But when we behold the! idea of a compaiTioiiate 
Savioufj connected with that of a righteous Judge j 
Aich a charafter^ though fupremely venerable, is 
grently inviting. Fot it fpeaks deliverance, and 
adminifters confolation. Yes, difeonfolatc foul, 
though you have no righteoufncfs, nor any recora* 
mendation, yet the wifdom of God has appointed 
a wavi and the infinite riches of fovcrcign grace 
have provided cfFcftual means for your full dif- 
charge befofe the great tribunal ; and for attaining 
that honour and joy, which are corhmenfufate to 
your utmoft wifhes, which exceed your higheft 
concq>tions, and (hall render you happy to all eter- 
"•nity. 1$ my reader opprefTed with guilt, and har- 
raJTcd with tuinultuous fears of deferved ruin I wea- 
ried with ^omg about io eJiabUJb his cnun rigiteoufrtefsf 
and fcnfiWe that he- is poflefTed of no worth, nor 
any J^hing that might be a probable mean of recom- 
mending him to the Redeemer ? Remember, dif- 
trefled fellow-mortal, that no fuch recommendation 
is needful. Nothing is required at your hand for 
any fuch purpofe. < Come and take freely^' is the 
language of Jefus. He has all that you want, how- 
eve: impoveriflied ; and He gives all v/ith the mod 
liberal hand. Grace reigns ; and let that be your 
encouragement when thinking about acceptance 
with Chrifl, and of your juftification in him before 
the Almighty, 

If my reader, not with (landing all that has leen 
faid, fnould yet think it prudent and fafe to depend 
t)n his own obedience j . let me remind him;^ before 1 
difmifs the fubjedl, of the ahfolute purity aud infi- 
nite 
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nite holmers, the tranfcendent majefty ^nd awful 

f lories, of that GOD with whom he has to do^ and 
efore whom he muft'foon appear. ConCder> pre- 
fumptuoits mortal ! that with your fupreme Judge 
is terible majefty. That *He is of purer eyes than to 
look upon evilf and cannot behold imquity ; will by no 
means clear the guilty^ and is a conjumingfire. His 
righteous judgment is, that thofe who commit Jin are 
worthy of death ; and, therefore, his law denounces 
an awful curfe on every offender. — Remember that 
he, whofe divine prerogative it is to juftify, is zjea^ 
lous God s jealous of his honour, as a righteous go- 
vernor, and determined to fupport the rights of his 
tiirone. So terrible his indignation that, when once 
his wrath is kindled, it will confume every refuge 
of lies, and burn to the lowejl hell. So awfully ma- 
jeftic is Jehovah, that before him the everlafting 
mountains quake ^ the pillars of heaven tremble^ aiid 
are ajhnijhed at his reproof. As his condefcending 
fmile irradiates the countenances of angels, and 
crowns them with unutterable blifs ; fo his righte- 
ous frown is nothing lefs than abfolute dcftruftion. 
So flaming his purity, and fo dazzling his glory, that 
he looketb to the moon and itjhinetb not^ and thejtars 
are not pure in his fight, txi his prefence the fera- 
phim, thofe moft exalted of mere creatures, veil 
their faces and cover their feet^ in token of profound 
'hunfiiliation ; while they cry, in loud refponGve 
(grains. Holy ! holy ! holy ! is the LORD 
OF HOSTS ! Ho<w^ tbeny to ufe the language of Bil- 
dad in Job • how, then, can man be jujlified with 
God ? or how cart he be clean^ before his Maker, that 
is born of a wjman ? When he whofe eyes are fts a 
flame of fire, whofe peculiar province it 'is to fearch . 
the • human heart, and to explore its latent evils ; 
^ % when 
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when He fliall fift your conduft and mark your of- 
fences, iayng judgment to the line and right ecnjnefs 
to the plummet y you will not be able to anfwer him 
one of a thoufand : and to what refuge will you 
then flee ? Trufting in your own dutieS) you flight 
the f^reat atonement, you dcfpife the revealed righ- 
teout'nefs, and Chrill ihall profit you nothing. Ycu 
may talk in lofty drains, about man's moral excel- 
lence, and the dignity of human nature ; the worth 
of pcrlonal obedience, and the efficacy of penetenti- 
al tears: you may declaim upon the neceiEfy of 
^ood works, and reje<3: wi"h difdain the doftrine of 
imputed righteoufnefs, while your confcience is un- 
impreffed with a fight of the divine purity, and with 
a fenfe of the divine prefencc. But when you come 
to confider yourfelf as before the Most High, and 
that the important queftiou is ; How Jhall I hejttjl 
before the Mo^T Holy ?— when you form ycjur 
ideas of the God of heaven, not from the charac- 
ter you have drawn of him in your own imaginati- 
on, but agreeably to that which is given in the in- 
fpired volume ; then your pretenfions to perfonal 
worthinefs mult fubfide, and your mouth muft be 
topped. Or, if not entirely filent, you mull ex- 
claim with the men of Bethflicmtlh, when Jeho- 
vah's hand was heavy upon theni ; Who is Me to 
fond before this hol^ Lord God ? Then, if the atone- 
ment be not prefented for your immediate relief, 
you will be ready t(3-add ; Whofhall dnvell iviih de- 
'oour'ifig fire ? nvho fhall- d^zvell ivith everlajling hum' 
ii'gs P . 

The Holy Spirit fpeaking in the fcripture, dire€te 
us to conceive of juftification as heffre God and In 
^■^J^i^^' Intimating, that Miiicn final acceptance is 
the fubjeft of our enquiry, we fliould Jook upon 

ourfcives 
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ourfelves as in the iramcdiatc prefeiice of Him who 
wilbfoon afcend the great white throne^ to pafs the 
irreverfable fenteiice 5 that we fl)ould confider on 
what ground we ihall be able to ftatid, when hett^ 
ven and earth Jh all fie e anvoy from the face of our eter- 
nal Judge, ami no place fiall he fotmd fcr them. 
Yes, reader, if you would not deceive yourfelf in a 
matter of the lail impcJrtance ; if you would come to 
a fatisfartory pcrfuafion, in what righteoufnefs you 
may venture to truft j you fliould confider yourfcif 
as at the bar of God, and as having a caufe depend- 
ing v/hich is pregnant with your everlafting fate; 
a caufe which muft inevitably iflue, either in your 
eternal happinefs, or infinite mifery. You lliould 
anticipate, in your ov^n meditations, that great deci- 
fiveday, and thenafk your own confcience ; « On 

* what (hall I then depend ? or, what fhalll dare tQ 

* plead when my aftoniflied eyes behold my Judge?' 
Becaufe it wouKl be fuperlative folly for you to tq* 
ly^on any obedience now, or to difpute for it as ne- 
ceflary to juftiiication, of which your own confci- 
ence cannot approve as a plea that will then be ad- 
mitted as valid. 

Conftder the ingenuous acknowledgments and 
deep confcffions, which the gr^atell faints and holi- 
€ft men thjct ever lived have made oi their impurity 
and linfuinefs, when their acceptance with that fub- 
lime Being, who is glorious in hdlinefsy came under 
confideration — ^Job was an eminent faint : he had 
not his equal on earth, according to the teftimony 
of God himfelf. Confcious of his integrity, he 
Avowed it before men, and vindicated his exempla- 
ry conduft againfl the accufations of cenfojrioHS 
friends. But when the Almighty addreffes him, 
and when he confiders himfelf as Handing before 

the 
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the divine tribunal, he fays not a word about his in- 
herent ce£titade, or his pious performances. Then, 
in language of thedeepeft felfabafement, he exclaims; 
Behod^ I am vilf! I abhor myfelf^ and repent in dufi 
and ajbet Yea, he declares. If Ijufify myfelf^ my 
own mouth fbail condemn me. If I Jay lam perjtB^ 
itjball ai/o prove me perverfe. Though IwereperJeBy 
in my own apprehenfions, yet^ before Him that is 
infinitely holy, I would be fo far from pleading 
my own extraordinary attainments, that / ivoM not 
know myjoul / nay, / wotild dtfpife my iifey with ,all 
its moft (hining accomplifhments^ For if I nvajb 
myjeif with fnow^water^ and make my hands never Jo 
clean / yetfhalt Thou^O righteous and eternal Judge, 
plungs me in the ditch / manifeft me, notwith(land-< 
ing all my endeavours to obtain purity and find ac* 
ceptance, to be a polluted creature and aguilty crimi<* 
nal. So abominably filthy and highly criminal, that 
my own cloths^ where they fenfible of my pollution 
and guilt, would abhor me. For He^ to whom I am 
accountable, is not a man as I am. : but a Being of 
fuch difcernment, that the minuteft fault cannot 
cfcape his notice • and fo perfeftly holy, tiiat the 
ieaft fpot of defilement is infinitely abhorrent 
in liis fight. It is therefore abfolutely impoifi- 
blc that 1 fhould anfwer him / plead my caufc 
and gain acceptance, on the foundation of my 
own obedience ; or that we fhould^ on any fuch 
footing, come together in judgment ^ without in- 
evitable ruin to my perfon and all ray immortal 
interefta*. — David, the man after God's own hea/t, 
made it his earneft requefl, that God would not 
enter into judgment with him according to the te- 
* job. xL 4. xUi. 6, ix, ab, a i, 30, 31, 32. 

nour 
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"taout of his bWn obedience : being well aware tbat 
neither he nor any man livings could be juftified 
in that way. To rebuke die pride of fclfriglneous 
eon fidente, with emotions of holy, reverence and 
l^icred awe^ he ailcs 5 Ifthou^Lord^ Jljoiddjl ihdrk 
iniquities ; O Lord^ ivbo Jhall Jlandy \iho can, be 
acquitted*? Ifaiah alfo,thouch ah eminent prophet, 
and a diftinguifhed fervant of God, when he beheld 
Jehovah's glory, and heard the feraphim proclaim 
his holinefs, loudly exclaimed ; Who is me I for I 
am ufidoiU I becaufe I am a man of unclean lips, ilor 
was his Confternation removed, or his confcience 
r'-lieved, till pardon.through the atonement was ap- 
plied to him|« 

Now, IS it ptudent, or can it be fafe, Co truft irt 
your own imperfeft duties, when perfons of fuch 
' eminent charaftcr and exalted piety madethcfc ac- 
knowledgments, and had fuch views of themfelves 
and of their own attaitlments ? li their petfbnal obc-* 
dience would not bear the divine fcrutiny, what a 
Wretched figure muft '<iat/rs make bcfoTC the henrt- 
fearching God ? If Jehovah charge his afigcls ivith 
folly y TsXidixi the heave r^s U noi pure in his fight / nvhat 
then is man^ *ivho drinkeih iniquity like watery that' 
he fjould Virtiz:\fl to be clean ? or the f on of man ^ that 
he fhould pvcfume to he righteous ? For, between 
human obedience and angelical holinefs, there is no 
more comparifon, than between a clod of the field 
and a ftar in tlie firmnment. Voin man ivould be 
ivifey though he is born like a noild afs colt : prou<l 
man would be righteous, though loathfomc with fax 
and obnoxious to ruin.-*-But, however highly the 
ftif-fufficieut may think of their own cjbedience, the 

* PfaL cillll 2» caxx. 3 | Ifa. vi» 2 — 7. 

fittuer 
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finner, whofe cbnfciencc is preffed with a fenfe of 
guilt, and every real chriftian, will deprecate ap* 
pearing, in their own righteoufnefs, before the final 
Judge. Yes, the man who is taught of God will 
ardently cry ; « Fall upon me, ye 'rocks \ cover me, 

• ye mountains ? yea rather let me lofe my exift- 

• encc, than appear before the Moft Holy in the 
« filthy rags of my own duties ; or in any righteouf* 

• ncfs but that which is perfefti ini any obedience 
but that which is divine/ 
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CHAR VII- 
Of Grace f as it rmgns in our Adoption^ 



THOSE whdin God has juftified, and admit* 
ted into a ftatc of reconciliation with him- 
feir, he has alfo adopted for his children. Hence 
their intereft in all the bleiEngs of grace, and 
in the unknown riches of glory^ depends not mere<« 
ly on the favour of friendlhip^ though that be of 
the noblefl kind \ but alfo upon an indifputable 
right of inheritance, which rigiu they have in virtue 
of adoption. 

The word Adoptioh, fignifies that a£l by ivhiclj a 
per/on takes the child of another j not related to him^ 
i/ito the place, and entitles him to the privileges of his 
omnfon. In the Grecian and Roman itatcs, i. waa 
'cuftomary for a man of wealth, in default of iiTue. 
from his own body, to make choice of fome perfoa 
upon whom he put his name \ requiring him to re- 
linquifli Bis own family, never to return to it again, 
and publicly declared him his heir. The per- 
fon thus adopted was legally entitled to the inheri- 
tance, upon the deceafe of his adopter ; and though 
previoufly void of all claim to fuch a benefit, or 
any cxpe£iatioii of it, was invefted with the fan^e 
ptivileges, as if he had been born an heir to his be- 
pefaftot*. 

That fpiritual and divine adoption about which 
we treat, is, God* s gracious admiffton of grangers at^d 

* Mr. Venn*! Cofhplne Duty of Man. p. 470* 47 1* E<iij. *^'. 
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o^ti'/iSf tfito the Jlaiey relation^ end enjoyment of all 
the pr'tvilt'gcs of children y ihroug}? J^f^^ Cbrifl : 
according to that glorious promife of the new cove- 
nant j tT 'iuill he a Father unto you^ and ye fhall h^ 
viy fons and daugrMerSy faith the Lord Almtthty^ — 
Reconciliation, juftiiication, and adoption, may be 
thus diilinguilhed. In reconciliation ^ God is con- 
fulered as the injureji party, and the Tinner as an 
enemy to him, Injtifiificationy pur Maker fuftajns 
the charaftcr of fuprcnie Judge, and man is confi- 
dered as a cfimirial ttanding before his tribunal. 
In adoptiony Jehovah ' appears as the fountain of 
honour, and the apoflate fons of Adam as aliens 
from hjm — as belonging to the family of Satan, 
and as denominated children of ivrath. In re- 
conciliation, we are made friends ; in juftifica- 
tion, we are pronounced' right ecus ; and in adop- 
tion, we jire conftituted heirs of the eternal inheri- 
tance. 

Th'it believers are the children of God, the fcrip- 
turc$ exprefsly declare. They may be fo called, as. 
they are begotten and born from above ; as they 
ftand in 9 conjugal relation to Chrift ; and as they 
are adopted into the heavenly family. Thefe dif- 
ferent ways, in which the fcripture fpeaks of their 
filial relation to God, are intended to aid our fee- 
ble conceptions when we think upon the grand, 
ineffable bleffing ; one mode of expreffion fupply- 
ing, in fome degree, the ideas that are wanting in 
another. To exprefs the original of fpiritual life, 
and the reftoration of tlie divine image, we are 
faid to be hrn of God, To fet forth, in the live- 
lieft manner^ our moil intimate union with the Son 
of the Higheft, we are faid to be married to Chrift. 
And, that wq tnijht not foi^tt uur natural ftate pf 

alienation 
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alienation from God, and to intimate our title to 
the heavenly patrimony, we are faid to be adopttd 
by Him. The condition therefore of all believers 
28 nioft noble and excellent. Their heavenly birth, 
their divine Hufband, and their evcrlailing inheri- 
tance, loudly proclaim it. The beloved apoftle, 
amazed at the love of God manifefted in the 
privilege of adoption, could not forbear exclaiming 
with aftonifhmcnt and rapture ; Beholdy ivhat 
manner aflo%xe the Father hath bejlowed upon u;^ that 
wejhoidd be tailed Tun sons OF God ! Here gi^ce 
reigns. The vefTels of mercy were predeftinated 
to the enjoyment of this honour and happinefs 
before the world began. The great Lord of all chofe 
them for himfeif, chofe them for his children, that 
they might be heirs of God y and joint heirs of ChriJ^i 
This he did^ not becaiife of any worthinefs in them, 
but of his own Sovereign will. As it is written. 
Having predeflinated us unto the adoption of thildrtfi 
by Jefus- Chriji to himfeif according to the good pUu" 
Jure of his nvill^ to the prai/e of his glorious grace^ Ac- 
cording to the good pic afure of his will ; this is the 
eternal fource of the heavenly bleffing. By Je/us 
Chrifl : this is the way of its communication tO 
finners. 7d the praife of his glorious grace ; this is 
the end of beft owing it. 

The perfons adopted are finners of Adam*sTace; 
who, confidered in their natural ftate, are cftr^nged 
from God, and guilty before him ; under fentence . 
of death, and obnoxious to ruin. Their tranflatioii 
therefore out of this deplorable condition, into a 
ftate and relation fo glorious, is an inftance of reign* 
ing grace. That the children of wrath (hould be- 
come the inherftors of glory, an<l« the Haves of S^ 
tAu be .acknowledge^ as the fons of Jdiov^h \ .that 
,.••; S the 
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the enemies of God fhould be adopted into hU la» 
mily, and have an indefeahble right to all the privi* 
leges of his children^ are aftoniihing to the laft de<^ 
grce. Our character and ftate, by nature, are the 
mod indigent, wretched| and abominable ; fuch aa 
render us fit for nothing, after this-life^ but to dwell 
with damned fpirits and accurfed fiends, in the 
abodes of darknefs and of defpair. But^ by the privi- 
lege of adoption, w^ are invefted with fuch a cha- 
racter, and are brought into fuch a ftate, as render 
us fit to afibciate with faints in light, with angels in 
glory. What but omnipotent, reigning grace, could 
be fufficient to efieft fo noble, fo aftonifhing, fo di- 
vine a change ? 

If we take a curfory view of thofe invaluable pri-t 
vileges which^ in virtue of adoption, the faints pof- 
fefs, and of which they are heirs, our ideas of the 
fuperlativc bleffing will be ftill heightened. They 
have the moft honourable charaBer i for they arc 
called, not merely the fervants, or the friends, but 
ihtfons of God. This dignified charafter is unal- 
terable ^ for tlie Lord himfelf declares^ that it is 
an everlajling name that Jball not be cut off*. If 
David fo highly efteemea th^ charaQer of fon-in* 
law to an earthly king J ; how much more {hould 
believers efteem that fublimc title, the fins of G&d i 
of Him, who is King of kings, and Lord of lords } 
They are alfo called kingi zndprie/ls j befides which 
auguft and venerable titles, they are diftinguiihed 
from the world by a rich variety of others, that 
are obvious to every intelligent reader of the facred 
writings. The dignity of their relation is immenfely 
great. For, being the children of God, Jehovah 
l^ioifwlf is their father, and Chrift acknowledges 
♦ Ifa. Uii. t, and Ivi. 5. f i Sam. iviii. 23. 

them 
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them for his brethren. Nor do they ftand in re- 
lation to Jefus merely as brethren \ they are alfo 
his bride. Than their conjugal relation to Him, 
nothing can be conceived more honourable, or 
more beneficial. For He is tie chief among ten 
tboufandy and altogether lovely* When David, 
though not yet in poiTeilion of the crown, fent his 
men to Abigail to take her to wife ; that difcreet 
widow bowed berfelfto the earthy and faid 5 Behold^ 
let thine handmaid he afervaut to nvajh the feet of 
ibs fervants of my Lord»> Now, may not the be- 
liever, for infinitely greater reafons, witli gratitude 
and aftonilbment adore that beneficent hand which 
broke off his yoke of bafefl vaflalage, and joined 
him to David's Antitype, the heavenly Bride- 
groom ; joined him in a marriage-covenant that 
Ifaail never be broken, b a union that fhall never 
be (fiflblved f 

Believers, being the children of God, arc the 
objefts of liis paternal affeflion and unremitting 
care. As a father, He guides them by his counfcl 
and guards them by his power. Their difobedience 
he vifits with a rod of correOion ; and in their 
diftreiles he feels for them with bowels of parens 
tal compaQion. In the whole of his dealings 
with them he manifefts his love, and caufes all 
things' to work together for their good. Yes, 
they are the darlings of providence, and th^ charge 
of angels. Thofe miniftring fpirits, who are ac« 
tive as flame, and fwift as thought, encamp around 
them f and, in ways unknown to mortals, fubferve 
tlie deCgns of grace in promoting their beft inter- 
efts. 

Nothing can exceed the riches and excellency of 
that inheritance to which they have a right, in vir- 
tue 
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tuc of their adoption ; that eternal hihcritance 
which is bequeathed to them by an inviolable tefta- 
jiient. This tcftament, recorded in the facred wri- 
tings, was confirmed by the death of Chrift. Their 
inheritance includes all the bleflings of grace here, 
and the full fruition of glory hereafter. Though, 
as to temporal thingsi they be frequently indigent, 
and much affliAed \ yet the bleflings of common 
providence are difpenfed to them in fuch meafuresas 
paternal wifdom fec« beft for their fpiritual welfare, 
and the glory of God. For godlinefs hath the prmifi 
eft he life that now tt^ as wdlzs of that which is to come : 
and their ^heavenly leather knoweth that th^y have 
tteed of his providential favours, while they conti- 
nue in the prefent ftatc. So that whether they be 
things temporal, fpiritual, or eternal \ whether they 
be things p-efent or things to come, all arc theirs. 
According tothat admirable text; Alt things areyoun 
nvhtiher PatJ^ or Apollos^ or Cephas j or the tuorlJj or 
///>, or deathy $r thitigs prefenty i^r thit/gs to cane i 
ALL are your s^ . But, which is yet more emphatical, 
and the higheft that words can exprefs, the iitmoft 
our ideas can reach ; the'' divine Spirit declares 
that they are heirs of God, and Joint-heirs of 
Christ*. Each, therefore, has a right to fays 
« Jehovah himfelf is my reward, my portion, and 
« my inheritance.' Yea, fuch is the mutual proprie- 
ty which Cod and his peopjehave in each other, 
that the inheritance is reciprocal between -them. 
For the portion of Jacob is the Former of all things^ 
fjfjd Ifrael is the rod of his inheritance ; the Lord of 
hojls is his name. All the ^wful, the amiable, the 
adorable attributes of Deity, will appear glorious in 

* Rom. viii. 17. So it is literally ; and fo Montanus, Beza, 
Castaho, and inan'y others, render the paffuTje. 
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the children of God, and be enjoyed by them to 
their everlafting honour and .unutterable blifs. 
What can the heart of man defire more ? Or, 
what good thing will God withhold from them, 
for whom he gave his Son, to whom he gives Him- 
fdf.? ■ 

In teftimony to this their fublime relation, and 
as an earned of their future . inheritance, they 
receive die Spirit of adoption ; by whom they cry, 
with appropriation and confidence, Abbay Father,^ 
The Spirit of adoption, as oppofed to the fpirit oiF 
bondage, is the Spirit of light and of Uberty, of con- 
fol-ation and of joy. He glorifies Chrift in the 
believer's view, and fheds divine love abroad in his 
heart. He brings the promifes to his remembrance, 
and enables him to pkad them at the throne of 
grace. He elevates the afFeftions to heavenly things, 
and feals him, as an heir of the kingdom, to the 
day of redemption. Such are the privileges of God's 
adopted fons, in the vouchfafement of which grace 
reigns. , . 

What a mercy might wc cfteeni it, not to be con- 
founded before the God of heaven ! What a favour 
to obtain the leaft indulgent regard from the King 
eternal ! What an honour, to be admitted into his 
fanaiiy, to occupy the place and to bear the cha* 
radierof his meaneft fervant ! But, to be his adopt- 
ed children, who is the Fountain of all bliis ; and 
his efpoufed , brixle, who is the Soverv^ign of .all 
•worlds; to have him for our everlafting Father, 
who is the Former of all things \ and him for our 
Huu>iind, who is the objeft of angelic v/orflilp ;- are 
bleflings divinely rich indeed ! That (ioful mortals, 
who.may juftly fay to corruption. Thou art our fa- 
ther ; and to the worm, thou art our ffler ; fhould 
be permitted to fay to the iiiSnite God,^' Thbu art 
S 2 our 
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« our portion : All that Thou haft and all that Thou 
• art are ours, to rendet us completely happy and 
< eternally blcffed •/ is an aftoniftiing, delightful, 
tranfporting thought ! Thefe are bleffings/ than 
which none greater can be conceived ; none more 
glorious can be enjoyed. 

Let the grandees of the earth, and the fons of 
the mighty, boaft of their high birth and large reve-* 
nues ; their pompous titles and fplendid retinues ; 
their delicate fare and coftly array ; ftill the pooreft 
peafant that believes in Chrift, is incomparably fu- 
perior to them all. What, though they Ihiue in (ilk 
and embroidery, or glitter in gold andjewels; though 
their names be adorned with the higheft epithets that 
men can beftow, while a profufion of M'orldly 
riches is poured into their lap ; yet they muft foon 
lie dciv7j in the dujly cn a level with the meanneft of 
mortals. The nvormjhall quickly cover themy and 
their memory pall rot. — But your name, O weakeft 
of chriftians ! your new name is evetlafting. How- 
ever neglefted or defpifed among men, it fliall (land 
forever fair in the book of life. Though you are 
not diftinguiflied as a perfon of eminence, while 
you proceed on your pilgrimage, and receive not the 
acclamations of the people, but walk in the vale of 
life ; yet you are high in the eftimation of heaven, 
nor defUtute of the fublimefl honours. Your praife 
is not of men but of God. He knows the way that 
you take, ,and commands the angels to confider you 
as the object of their regard. Though you cannot 
boaft of illuftrious anceftors, or of noble blood ; yet, 
being born from above, the blood royal of heaven 
runs in your veins. Though not a favourite of 
your temporal fovereign ; yet, like a prince, you 
have power with the God of Ifrael. The^wgh ever 
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(o poor as to this world, the unfeiirchable riches of 
Chrid arc all your own. Though you have not a 
numerous train of attendants, ami though your 
manfion be a cobwebcd cottage ;'yet the holy an- 
gels are your guard and mini iter to your good ; 
while the God of glory, not only condefccnds to 
come under your lowly roof, but even to dwell with 
you. Yours is the honourable chara<lfler ; yours is 
the happy flate. This is felicity which all the wealth 
of the Indies cannot procure. This is honour, which 
all the crowned heads in the world cannot confer. 
The Lord of hofts hath purpofed to ftain the pride 
of all other glory, but this honour fhall never be 
laid in the duft*.— What a (liade it cafts on every 
fecular diftinftion, when forced to feel how very 
fleeting it is ! How encouraging to refle£l on the 
durable and exalted happinefs of the fons of God ! 
Chriftianity ! it is thine to ennoble the human mind 
and to make it really great. Grace ! it is thine 
to raife the poor from the dunghill, and the needy 
out of the duft. Thine it is, to number them among 
the princes of heaven, and to feat them on thronesof 
glory. 

And now, reader, what is your charafler ? You, 
very probably, call yourfelf a chriftian. If fo in rea-» 
lity, you are a child of God, and an adopted heir of 
immortal glory. Do you know then by experience, 
what are the privileges attendant on fuch a ftatc, 
and connccled with fuch a charafler ? If not, you 
bear the name in vain. So far from being a chrifti- 
an, you are — how ihall I fpeak it ? will you believe 
it ? can pride forgive it ? you are an enemy to God 
and a child of the devil. For thefe tv/o chatafters, 
the child nn of God y and thefiedofiheferpent^ m- 

* M*Ew£N*s EJays^ Vol. II- p. 309, 310, 31 1, 3H- 

elude 



200 Of Grace, aj it reigns 

elude all mankind. Confider, then, where to clafs 
your felt, and what is your proper name. 

Arc you a believer i a child of Godljy adoption, 
and an heir of eternal riches ? Be careful to a£l a- 
greeably to your liigh charadler and exalted privi- 
leges. Let the children of this world fatisfy their 
little minds, and be captivated by the low enjoyments 
and pcrillwiig vuniticjj of the prcfent Hate j but^you 
iliould difdain to adl upon their principles, or to" be 
governed by their maxims. Tlie riches of the worldj 
which engrofs the cares of the covetous ; its honours, 
that are fo carneiUy purfued by the ambitious ; and 
its various pleafuresjin which the fenfualift delights, 
you (liould be far from defiring. Why (hould you 
b^ difcoiitented at the want of that which, though 
enjoyed in all its fulnefs, could not make you hap- 
py ? — Equally far fliould you be from performing 
r^lligious duties on the fame principles and with the 
ilime views, as the legal moraliil and felfifli Pharifee; 
which generally arc, either the applaufe of men, or 
their own acceptance with God. That i% the mofl: a- 
bominable hypocrify in the fight of Him who fearch- 
es the heart, and Hands abhorred by every generous 
mind ; this is a criminal ufurpation of the office of 
Chriit,.and tlie higheft diflionour to his undertaking. 
For it proceeds on a fuppofition, tliat the. work of cur 
Lord is cither, not perfeft.in itfelf,or not free for the 
finuer. Tiie former bafely reflects on his power, or 
faithfulnefs ; and the latter on his grace : both which 
iire equally far from honouring the adored Redeemer 
under his cheerin|? and facred chara£ler, Jesus, The 
children of light iliould a6l from the moft gene- 
rous motives and for the fublimcft end. Love to 
their heavenly Father, and gratitude to the bleeding; 
Saviour, fliou Id ever be the fruitful fource of^ their 
obedience 5 aaidthe glory of God, the exalted end. 

Are 
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Are you an heir of the kingdom ? You (hould be 
careful to prcfefvc a ftcady conduft in the church 
of God and in tlic workf* Ndt only to be zealous 
for your Father's honour, as we vulgarly fay, by 
fits and ftarts \ but maintain an uniform beha- 
viour throilgh the whole of jour conduft. Endea- 
vour to make it appear that you are a diligent 
fervant, as well as a dignified fon of God. Your 
pra£iice (liould be, as much as poiTible, agreeable 
to your holy profeflion and your glorious hope. Re- 
member, that ns your gracious Father arid loving 
Hufband, your glorious relatives and bright inheri- 
tance, are all in heaven ; there alfo ihould be your 
heart, and your con,verfatk)n» For th?5Ugh you arc 
an heir of a kingdom, it is not rfihis nvorld : and 
though you are i/t, you arc not jf the world. Nor 
will you have any reafon to be furprifed, or afhamed, 
if the world (hould hate jOM.-^lFkfttJbevef thwgt 
a3'e true ; ^hntfoever thlrtgs are hoficj}^ ptare, or ve- 
nerable ; nvhatfjever things are pure ; ivhatfofver 
things are lovely ; *whatfoever things are of good report f 
if there he afty virtue^ and if there he any praifv^ the 
children of God undoubtedly ought, above all others, 
to think Oft theft things* For no man can free him* 
felf from the odious charjfe of being a difhonour t© 
JChrift and a reproach to his chriftian profeflion, if 
he live under the dominiort of fin, and be a fervant 
of Satan* Such a perfon, whatever fpeculative 
knowledge he may have of the do£l:rine of grace, 
or whatever his profcflionsof love to it may be ; is 
deftitute of the faith of the gofpel, and an enemy to 
the crofs of Chrift ;< is a {tumbling block in the way 
of young converts, and leaving the world in this con- 
dition, will feel a feverer vengeance, will iall under 
double damnation to all eternity. , 
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CHAP. VIIL 
()f Grace, ai it reigns in oUr SanBiJicatmi 

HAVING ti^ated iipon that irchtive chai^i 
which takes place in the ftate of God's peo^s^ 
pie in juftiiication and adoption ; I now proceed t^ 
Confider that real change, which is begun ia fan£tt* 
fication and niade perfe£l: in glory* This real change 
is abfolutelj requifite. For though Chrift is pro^ 
tlaimed in the gofpel, as entirely free fot the fin* 
tier J and though we are confidered as ungodly, 
tirhen the d)edience of the righteous Jefus is impu- 
ted tb US for our juftification before God ; yet, be- 
fore we can enter the manfions of immortal purity, 
we muft be fanftified. Ghrift, indeed^ finds his 
people entirely deftitute of holinefs^ dnd df every 
defire after it ; but he does not leave them in that 
ftate^ He produces in them a fincerelove to God| 
€nd a real ^feafure In his ways. " Hence they are 
called, an holy nation. As holinefc is the health of 
the foul, and the beauty of a rational nature ; as it 
is the brighteft ornament of the church of God, and 
cffential to true bleflednefs \ fo, in a Treatife on 
feigning Gtace,. it muft by no means be ovarlook- 
ed ; for we may aflure ourfelves that grace teigns 
in lU 

The vflft iniportaiicc of fanftification, and Ae 
rank it holds in the difpenfatioii of gtace, appear 
from hence. It is the end of our eternal eledtion-^ 
a capital promife, a^id a diftinguifhed Wefliog, ra 

tU 
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&^ covenant of grace — a precious fhitt of rcdemp-* 
tion by the blood of Jefus — the defign of God in re** 
generation — the primary intention of juftification— ^ 
the fcope of adoption — and abfoiytely neceflary to 
glorification. So that in the fan<^ification of a fin*^ 
ner, the great defign of all the divine operations, ref-r 
pe£iing that moil glorious of all works eedemption, 
are united. 

SanSification, therefore, may be juftly denomi- 
pated a capital part of our falvation ; and is much 
more properly fo teriTied,than a condition of it. For^ 
to be delivered from that bondage to fin and Satan, 
under which we all naturally lie, and to be renewed 
rftcr the image of God, muft certainly be eftcemed 
3 great deliverance and a valuable bleffing. Now, 
in the enjoyment of that deliverance, and in the par- 
ticipation of this blefling, confift the very eflence of 
fanftification. Hence the word is ufed to fignify^ 
^hat Work of divine grace by which thofe that are 
polled and jtijlified are rene^ived after the image of 
God, The effeft of this glorious work is true holi- 
nefs: or a conformity to the moral perfeftions of the 
peity. Iq other words, love to God, and delight 
m him as the chief good. The end of the command^ 
Pient is love, out of a pure heart* So to love the fu- 
prcme Being, is direftly contrary to the bias of corii 
rupt nature. For as natural depravity radically con-» 
fifts in our averfion to God, which manifefts itfelf 
in ten thoafand various ways : fo the eflence of true 
Holinefs confifts in love to God. This heavenly 
sffeStion is the fruitful fourcc of all obedience to 
Him, and of all deligl\t in Him, both here and 
J^eafiter. Nor Is it only the true fource of all our 
obedience ; for it is alfo the fum and perfeflion of 
holincfs, Becaufc all acceptable duties naturally 
' ' ' ^ ^" flow 
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flow fronfi love to God ; nor arc they any thing cKci 
but ^hc neceffary exprejftons of that divine principle; 

Though jurfification and fanftification are both 
of them bleflings of grace, and though they are 
abfojutely infcparablc ■; yet they are fo manifefts- 
ly diftintlj that there is in various refpefts a wide 
diftcrence between them. This diftinftion may 
be thus expreflsd. Juftification refpe£ls the per- 
fon in a legal fenfe, is a (ingle a£t of grace, and 
termin;ites in a relative change \ that is, a free- 
dom from punifhment, and a right* to life, Sandi^. 
fi cation regards him in a phyfical fenfe, is a xx)nti- 
nued work of grace, and terminates in a real 
change, as to the quality both of habits and aftions. 
The former is by a rightcoufnefs without us ; the 
latter is by holipefs wrought in ns. That pr^jcedes, 
as a caufe \ this follows, as an effeft. Juftificajtiou 
is by Chrift as a prieft, and has regard to the guilt 
of fm ; fanftification is by him as a king, and in- 
fers to its dominion. The former annuls- its dam- 
ning power ; the latter its reigning power, Jufti- 
fication is inftantaneous and complete, in all its real 
fubjedls 5 but fandification is progreflive, and per- 
fefting by degrees. 

The perfons on whom the bleffing of fanftifica- 
iion is bellowed, are thofe that are juftified, and in 
.a ftate of acceptance with Godi For concerning 
them it is writteh,and it is the language of reigning 
grace ; ItvUlput wy iaws into their mind ^ and *u>rit€ 
them in their hearts. The bleffing here defigned, 
and the favour here promifed, are, that love to God, 
and that delight in his law and ways, which are 
•implanted in the hearts of all the regenerate . j con- 
stantly inclining them to obey the whoje revealed 
will of God, fofar.as they-ate acquainted .with. it. 

San£lification 
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San^fication is a new' c3v2nsilt l>le{&hg ; and in 
that gracious conlUtution it.is promifcd as a choice 
ptivilege, not required a&an entitling condition. > 

Thofe happy fo\ils . who - pofie(s . the . invaluable 
bleffing, and ^redeliTcred from the dominion of fin, 
mre not under the law. ; neitlier feeking juilification 
by it» nor obnoxious to its cuife : but under grace i 
9re completely juftified by the free favour of God^ 
and live under its powerful influence. This text 
ftrongiy implies^ that aU who are.under the.law^ asa 
eovenant, or are feeking* acceptance with the eter- 
nal Judge by their own duties, are. under the domi* 
Dion o£ fin ; whatever thetr.charaAermay be among 
iaen,or however high ^n pretences may be to holi* 
nefs. And as thofe that zm under tbe law have no 
holinefs, they can perfprm no acceptable obedience. 
For they. that are in thefiejb^ in their carnal, unre* 
generate AvtCycanMU ple^e God. lEvery ooe.thatis 
\mder the law, is' condemned by>it;i and while his 
perfon is accurfed, his^du ties cannot be accepted. A 
man's perfon muft be accepted with God^ before his 
works can be pleailng to him. - 

. To fet the fubjedt in a clearer light, it may be o£ 
uCe to confider, that to conftitute a work truly good,; 
yt mud be done from a right principle^ performed 
by a right rule, and intended for a right end. — It 
mttft be done from a right principie. This is the 
love of God, The great command of the uQchange<« 
able law js, Thoujhalthv^ the Lard thy'.Gad, WhsJtm 
ever ^'ork is- done frosh any other .principle, .how<i« 
ever it maybe applauded by men^' it is nQt!acoef)ta»-. 
bic in the fight of Htm who fearches'thc heart. For 
by Him principles, as well as aBionSy are weighed. — 
It muft be performed by a right rule. This is the 
revealed will of Gofi;* ' His will is the riile of rightc- 
T oufnefs 
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oufnefs. The nuflnd faw, in particular, is the rule 
of our obedience*. It is a complete fyftem of du* 
ty ; and confidered as moral, is immutably the rule 
of our coiidtt£k. However chargeable therefore any 
work may be to him that performs it } or however 
diligent he may be in its pcrlbrhiance} yet, if it 
be no where commanded by the authority of Hea* 
ven, it ftands condemned by that divine query; 
Who hath required tUs at yaur hands ? And Uiough 
it be pretended, that the love of God is the princi«« 

f»le, and the glory of God the end, as the dupes of 
iiperftition, both ancient and modern^ have gene* 
raity done ; yet, being no where enjoined in our 
only rule of faith and prafiice, it is no better (haa 
nprokatejiiver^ and will certainly be rejeded of God. 
So that however highly the performer may pleafe 
himfelf, or gratify his pwn pride by the deed, he 
cannot be commended for. his ob^ience. For 
where there is qo command» explici]^ or implied, 
there can bo no obedience % confequently, ho good 
work:^It muft be intended for a right end. That 
is, the glory of the fupreme Being. Whatfaevet 
ye d9^do aJlta tl^ glory of Gad^ is the peremptory com- 
mand of the Moft High. And as this is the ead 
for whidf Jehovah himfelf a£ls, in all his works 
both of providence and grace ; fo it is the highed 
end at which, we can poffihly aim. No man, 
however, can a£k for fo fuhlime an end, but he that 
is taught of God, and fully perfuaded that juftifica-^ 
lion IS entirely by grace i in fucb a fenfe by grace, 
sfe to be detached from all works, dependent on no 
conditions, to be performed by him* For till then 

* See my Death of Legal Hepe, the Life af Efuangelieal Obe- 
dience t,St&» VII. where this fubjei^ is proielTedly difcu0ed,in 
pppofirion Co the AntiQOfDitnSj 

lie 
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ke ^aAnot but refch* his fuppofed good a£^k>ns prinw 
dfyally tofelf^and his own acceptance with Go4> 
This is the higheft end for which fuch a perfon can 
poffibly a£t, diottgh other and bafer ends are often 
propofed b^ htm. But thofe works that are truly 
goody and which the holy Spirit calls the fruits if, 
righteoufnefs ? nre^ inthe'defign of their performer^ 
as well as in the iflue» i9 the glory andpraife of God^ 
Naw though an unregenerate man. may do thofe. 
things which are materially godd^ and by. a right 
rule ; yet none that are ignorant of the gofpel of 
divine grace^ can a£t from that generous principle 
and for that exalted end) which are abfolutely necef«r 
fary to conftitute a good work« 

To cohfirm the argument, and to iUuftratc the; 
point) I would obferve j That man is a fallen crca-. 
ture ; entirely deftitutC; of the holy image and Idre* 
of God. So far from loving his Maker^ or de- 
lighting in his wayS) he is ^m enemy to him. The 
language of an unregenerate man's heart and con- 
ivk&f i$ that of thofe profane wretches in the book; 
of Job* who fay to. God,' Depart from uf ,- for wt 
iefire not ihe knofwkdge of thy ways. What is . the 
Aimighty that we Jhouldfirve him ^ And what pro» 
fitjhould we have if we pray unto him* P. Neither 

* Jd!)xxi X4» 15* IHumhlv conceive, ttiat the nnregene- 
rate inaa*s habitual forgetfuineJs of God, the uneailnefs he feels 
when the thooghts of his Maker and Judge dart into his mind, 
and his endeavours to enclade diem as tuiwelcome intruders — 
his pa^ioo for fiAfui pleaCures, and his love to prdent eo^^yments 
•^The enmity he has to the people of God, and his averfion to 
ferioos, rdigious, heavenly coaverfatioh — and, finally, the treat- 
ment with which the gofpel meets in his breaft ; even the oos- 
t%i, oTiaving grace, that brighteft mirror of the divine perfe^i- 
ons ; are evidences of this humbling truth, and fully prove the 
opprobrious char^e.-^Is not this a ftriking. proof, that a divine 
power, an invincible agency, is neceflaryto regenerate the foul , 
and convert the heart i 
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Aclcommands of the divine laMr, though .'the-ftriQ:-- 
ell and pureft tmagmable ; nor all the yeitgeancc* 
threatened againft difobedicnce'to thcib commandsy^ 
can work in our hearts the . leaft degree of love to 
God the lawgiver : nor, confidering ourfclves as. 
apoftale creattui>e« and under the curfe, 'ia^it rnrihe 
mature of thuigs poSlble.- For the more pure hs 
precepts ate, fo much die feiore contrary to the bias' 
of corrupted nature ? and i«is evident, thai: its aw-, 
ful fanfiiioli eannot be approved b]r a perfott^ obnoxU* 
ous to its condemning power. Confequentiyy the 
divine Lawgiver can have «io fli;irein our affe^ons, 
while we continue in 4his deplorable condition* 

Fallen man therefore cannot love God, btit sfe hcV 
19 revealed in 7> Mediator. He ttiuft behold his 
Maker's glory \n the face of Jefus Chrift, before hoT 
can love hii^, orhave the >lealfc4efire to promote ■ 
his glory. Now, as there' \i* ntf revelation of the '^ 
glory of Gkid in Chrift/ bu« by the gbfpcl ; and as 
wc cannotbehold it burby ffiith % it ifec^flarily f<Jl- 
lowsi thlt-Hao nittn cart uhfejgn^lyilov*^ God, or'- 
fincer^ly dcfire^ gloHfify hb»,i^ftile igftoratit of* 
thdtfufk- But as there* >• the bri^hteft*<lifplay cf^ 
all the divine perfcftions-in'^efu^ Chrift, and as the 
gofpcl • reveals hiki' in his. gk)ry and beauty ; fo, . 
through the facred influence of the holy Spirit, fin- 
iiers behold tlie infinite ara^ablcnefs and trarffcend- 
ent glory of God, in tl^e peirfoh apd \;rbrt of fmrna- 
nuei. -4 The gofpel being a- declaration #©f. dhat pet- 
fed fot^ivfenefs which ^is'wifh ' God*^ of that 
wonderful falvatibh syjaicli is^bj? .Chrift, Vhich ^are 
full, free and everlafttng fby.M^homfbcver thotgof-^ 
pel is -believed, peace of corifdehcc, and" the- love of 
God are in fohie degree enjoyed. " '^While, in pro- 
portion to the believer's views of the divine glory, 

revealed 
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rerealed in Jefus 5 and his experience of divine love, 
fbed abroad in the heart ; will be his returns of 
afFe£lion and gratitude to God — ^as an infinitely 
amiable Being, confidered in himfelf ; as incon- 
,ccivably gracious, to needy, guilty unworthy crea- 
tures. \ His language will be. Ij^hatjball I ren^ 
derto the Lord for all his henefits T Blefs- the Lerd^ 
O my foul! and all that is within me hlefs his holy 
name ! Being bom from ^hovt^t delights In the law of 
Gody after the inward man ; and is habitually defirous 
of being more and more conformed to it, as it is a 
tranfcriptof the divine purity, and a revelation of 
the divine will. . Now he is fumiihed with that ge- 
nerous principle of aftion, love to God. The obe- 
dience he now performs, and that which God ac- 
cepts, is — not the fervice of a mere mercenary, in 
order to gain a title to life, as a reward for his 
work ; much lefs of a flave, that is driven to it by' 
the goad of terror — ^but, the obedience of ^a child, 
or c^ a fpoufe j of one who regards the divine com- 
mands as coming from a father, or from art huf- 
band. Being dead to the laiv, he lives to God. 

I faid, being dead to the law. This is the cafe 
q^ none but thofe that are poor in fpirit, and have 
received the atonement in the blood of Chrift ; thofe 
who rdy on his work alone, as completely fuffici- 
ent to procure their acceptance with God, and as 
pcrfe£ily fatisfying an awakened confcience, re- 
fpe£tihg that important affair. So the apoftle ; Te 
are become dead to the law by the body of Chrtjl — We 
are delivered from the law^ that being dead wherein 
qve were held, — In thefe remarkable words the be-;, 
liever is defcribed as being dead to the law, and the 
law as dead to him. By which are (ignified, th:\t 
tiie law has no more power over a believer to exacl 
T 2 obedience, 
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obediencCf as the condition of life i or to threaten 
vengeance againft him, in cafe of -difobedience ; 
than a deceafed huft>and has to demand obedience 
from a living wife ; or, on account of difobedience, 
to threaten her with puniihmcnt — ^That^the real 
chriilian, being dead to the law, has no more ex- 
pectation of juftiiication by his own obedience to 
it, than a living wife has of afliftance from a dead 
huiband^^And tlut, as ihe can have no expe£lation 
of receiving any benefit from him, he being dead ; 
fo flie cannot rationally have any fears of fufiering 
evil^t hii> hand. 

. But though the law, as a covenant, ceafes to 
have any (kma^ds on them that arc in Chrifi Jefus ; 
yet, as a rule of coudnGtj and as in the hand of 
Chrift, it is of great utility to beUevers, and to tlie 
moft advanced faint. Nor, thus confidered, is it 
polFible that it ftiould be -deprived of its authority, 
or lofe iis ufe. For it is no other than the rule of 
that obedience which the nature of God and man, 
and the relation fubfifting between them, render 
nccei&ry. To imagine the law yacated, in this re- 
f^ik, is to fuppofe thatrelatbn to ceafe, which has 
ever fubfifted, and cannot but fubfifl, between the 
great Sovereign, a^d his dependent creatvtres, whd 
are the fubjefts of his moral government. Nor, 
thus confidered, are its commands burdenfomei or 
its yoke galling, to the real chriftian. He approves 
of it 'f he de.ights in it^ after the inward man. For, 
as a friend ami a guide, it points out the way ia 
which he is to manifeft his thankfulnefs to Go** ^'^'' 
all his favour^ ; and the new difpofition he rect 1 
in regeneration, from 4iis Law-fulfiller, inr j 
him to pay it the moil fincere and uninten*upt 
gards. The obedience he now performs is in 
tiefsjffpirit^andnot in the olUnefs of the iettc 
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. Should any pretenders to holinefs, tlie genaine 
offspring of the ancient Pharifeesy obje£b| that by 
faith we make void tie /aWf our anfwer is ready : 
God forbid! tea^ rather, nve fjiabVifh the law^ both 
hj the do£h:ine and the principle of faith. By the 
d^ritie of faith* Becaufe we teach, that there is 
no Talvation for any of the children of men, with- 
out a perfeiSl fulfilment of all its righteous de- 
mands* This, though impoflible to a fallen, en- 
feebled creature, was pundually performed by mef- 
fiah the furety ; \(rhich, being placed to the account 
of a believing (inner, renders him completely righte- 
ous. Thus the law, fo far from being made void, 
is honoured — is magnified, and that to the higheil 
degree. The obedience performed to the^ precep- 
tive part of the law, by a divine Redeemer ; and 
«the fufferings of an incarnate God on the crofs, in 
conformity to its penal fandion $ more highly ho- 
nour it, than all the obedience which an abfolutely 
innocent race of creatures could ever have yielded ; 
than all the fuiFerings, which the many millions of 
the damned can endure to eternity* By the pr'inci' 
pie of faith. For as it purifies the heart from an 
evil confcience, through the application of atoning 
blood \ fo it works by love — love to God, his peo- 
ple, and his caufe, in fome degree conformable to 
the law, as the rule of righteoufnefs* Hence it is 
that thofe who believe, are faid to be fanElified by 
that faith *whicb is in Jefus. If any one there- 
fore pretend to believe in Chrift, to love his name, 
and to enjoy communion with him, who does not 
pay an habitual regard to his commands ; he is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him. For our Lord 
fays. If a man love me, he tvill keep my words. He in- 
forms U8 aUb) that the rcafon why any one d6e$ not 

heep 
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keep hisfayUtgs, is bccftufe he does not hve Htm, whi^ 
ever he may profefs to the contrary. That is no 
love, which is not produ£^ive of obedience } nor is 
that worthy the name of obedience, which fprings 
not from love. Pretenfions to love, without obe- 
dience, are glaring hypocrify ; and obi^dience, with* 
out love, is mere flavery. 

The great and heavenly blefling of fanSification, 
is the fruit of our union with Chrift* In virtue of 
that union which fubfifts between Chrift as the 
head, and the church as his myftical body, the cho« 
fen of God become fubjefts of regenerating grace, 
and are poflcffed of the Holy Spirit. According to 
thofe emphatical and inftruflive words : Witiout 
tne^ without vitalunion with me, fimilar to that of 
a living branch to a flourifliing vine 5 ye can do tKh 
thing that is truly good and acceptable in the fight 
of God. It is by the Spirit of truth and the word 
of grace, that any finner is, or can be fanQiiied. 
As it is written, Te have purified yur fouls In obey- 
ing the truths through the Spirit. Hence we read, 
of the fanEl'iJicatton of the Spirit ; of the hoYinefs 
of truth ; and, of being fdndttfied by the truth** 
By comparing thefe paffages together it is evi- 
dent, that the divine Spirit employs evangelical 
Uuth as the appointed inflrument, in producing 
that holinefs in the heart and life of a chriftian, 
which is includ'ed in the blefling, and figniiied by 
the term, fanftification. For this reafonit is that 
our great Interceflbr prays, Sanctify them through 
thy truth ; thy <word is truth : and aflerts, Te are 
clean through the word which I have fpoi^en unto 
youX. 

* 1 Pet. i. 2. 1 TheflT. ii. 13. Eph. iv. 24. John xvii, ip, 
IJohn xvii. 17. and xv. 3. 

The 
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Wli^ld th« gtftoioui defigM (tf ^G^ r^fpe^iteg ua » 
Ae all-fcNSSicieiicf of: Chrifti a{id bis finifliM lKH>rb 
^V'TPngJit out for the guilty* Bei9ldmgf ta in a ^tnfs% 
ibt glory, of the. Lord ; we are changed into the fame, 
immge^from g^wjto gforyf ever^ as by the Spirit ofihe^ 
Ltird.^A% the- countenance « of' ^Mofes^ after hit! 
fcitiiliarxooverfe: with Jehotah* ihone with fucl>? 
dazxtihg radiance that the chofen tribes covld not 
Readily behold it; fo the believer, viewing the 
King of glory in his mdtchlefs beauty, derives a like- 
Yiefe to the glorious Obje£l of his views and his love* 
For^ the more frequently he beholds Him, the more 
fully he kno^s his pcrfeftions, of which his holi- 
s»e£» Is the ornantent* The more he knows them,: 
the more ardently' he loves therp. The more he 
loves tfaem^. the more he defires a conformity to 
flienx|.for I6?ve afpircs after a likenefs to the be- 
loved:. The more he loves the tranfcendently 
amkbls. Grod^ >the .more, frequently, attentively, 
- and delightfully will he behold him* Thus he ob-> 
taiiis, by tfvery .freAr view, a new feature »of . Jeho- 
vah's glorious image*. Hence 'it appears^ that our. 
advances in true Kolinefs will always keep pace: 
withj our views of the glory of God in the face oS 
Jefus^Chrifti* Otf, in otbeti words, that a life. cs& 
hdinela to. the honour of Chrift, as our King* 
and our God.; will always bear an exa£l proportion 
to a life of faith upon him, as our Surety and our 
Saviour, k'- . .•. . . J ; , ' 

Asthe^ord.of grace is the. proper Warrant and. 
ground offaitb, the more ckar our, conceptions are. 
concerning its truth and certainty, the more firmly • 
(hall we . confide in it ; confequently, the fruits of 

^ WiT&u O'Kcon. Fad. L. III. C xU. J m. 
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bdltoefs tvBl ttere 9ilMiiidaiitl.y atdom cnsr C(^vef&'» 
tioiu For the goTpel #r»it;/ ^^rtb fruit in iJlthent 
ibai kmw it in truth : and it li by the efeceeJing gteaf 
mnd precious pmnifes contained in tt| that we are 
vtkiAc partakers rfa divirre nature^ Hence the go& 
pel 18 comparedj'by an tnfallftle actdior, to a maiu/J' 
mto which melted metals are caft | from whtdi ihcf 
receive their forih and take their inipreifion; God- 
le thatiked that ye were the fervants of Jin ; hit ye 
have obeyed from the heart thai type ^doStrine^ into 
whii'h ye ^ere delivered*^ As the gofpel of peace 
is the do£^rine here deiigned, and as it is accord-^ 
ing to godlinefs \ fo thofe that receive impreffions 
from it^ muft, in proportion to its heatcnly in* 
fluence> have their temper^ and condu£i conform*^ 
ed to the law of God as the rtile of rtghteoufnefo 
Thus the truth becomes eiiedual, through the 
agency of the Holy Spirit^ to produce that purity of 
heart which is the health or the foul § and thofe 
good works which are ^e only omament of a 
chriflian profelBon* 

As all the ordimmcet bf grace are calcukted to 
increafe our knowledge and love of Clirift $ fo they 
are adapted to prom^ the work of fan£lificatk>n« 
Wiiether, therefore, they be thofe of the ciofet 
or of the family ; wl^ther public or private \ 
they ought, by all means,*to be confcientioufly ob» 
fervedy by all who profeCs themfelves the difciples 
of the holy Jefus. All that attend upon them in 
faith, fhall certainly find them the happy means of 
promoting their knowledge of the triie God, their 
growth in grace> and their advancement in real 
holinefs. 

We may now confider the principal motivesi that 
> * Rom. Ari. 17, So th« origioal reads. 

are 
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^e ufe4 in the book of God, to ftir up the minds of 
{relievers to feeksi larger enjoyment of lan^Hfig^? 
liont and to abound in every gopd workf Thef<| 
inoti¥e3 are variovs, yet iiil evangeUc^U Believers 
^€ exhcnrted to obe^iedGei fjrom the confidera^ion 
of their diftizigi^iibing chara^ers, z%.tke ekH ofGod^ 
a^ a peculiar peopieX^f^rht pur chafe which Chrill 
h^s macjie pf his chpfen, and the unequalled price 
which he paid for their deliverance, aftqrd ^ (^harni* 
iiig^^a Gonltrgining motive, to \^ holy in all mani^r 
of converfttion, Xbe price with which they were 
bought, being nothing teds than the it^iinitely pre?? 
cious blood qf Jefu$, opr incarnate God \ a remem* 
bra&ce. of it fl^ould kiodlp ip their hearts the mod: 
fervent glow of heavenly gra^ifude, ^nd elevate 
them to a pitch of feraphic devotion \ and thi^ 
jRiore efpecially) when they refledl on that abjedt 
flavery and miferable ftate, in which they were 
viewed by the Lord Redeenxet, when he under-^ 
tQoH t}|6ir ca^fe aod gave his very life a ranfom 
for them. \\\ the fufFerinp of phtiil pn the crofs 
we behold, hi» ^endereft compaifion to periihiog 
ibuls } his intenfe regard to the rights of his Fa- 
ther's violated law \ and th? concern he had for 
the honour of his ^ivine government. ConHdera* 
jtions jhefe, nH>ft happily calculated to mortify our 
\y^ and <)fjiicken o'^r graces \ to in^ke us lothe 
ixvL ai^d ioVe th^ l^vft as b^ing l^ol'j^ ^juft^ and 



Here we f(?e the *en4crcft conipafl}On tp our pc- 
rifhing foulSf ei^prefied iq a way fuperior to all the 
powor of language ; fuperior to all finite concep- 
jtion. This he expreffed— be aftonijhed, yeinhahi- 
f^ncs of the heavenly world i while aU the ;cdeet|l«'. 

' ■ cd 
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cd of the Lord are tranfported with holy wonder, 
«nd filled with adoring gratitude !-r-This be€K- 
prefled in tears and cries, in groans and -bkiod* 
Confider Him,0 beliewsr, loaded widi tcproaches 
by his enemies, deierted by his friends, and for&ke^ 
even by his God-^-Canfidier him in diefc circrnn* 
ftances of unparalleled wo, and fee whether it will 
not fire your heart with holy zeal, and ahn your 
hands with an heavenly refolution, to crucify every 
luft, to mortify every vile affe6kion. Did Hanui-* 
BAL, by the command of his. father, fwcar at Ae al- 
tar, to maintain an irreconcilable enmityagamftthe 
Romans ? So ihould the Chriftian, when ftanding 
as it we*e at the foot of the crofs, and beholdiiig 
the fufFerings of his dying Saviour, fwear to main- 
tain a perpetual oppofition againft every luft and 
every fin. Here he will form his firmed refolvcs, 
to enter into no alliance, to admit of no truce, with 
thofe enemies of his foul and murderers of his 
Lord. Such a confidcratioa, fet home by the blef* 
fed Spirit, willbe inftcad of a thoufand arguments 
to perfuade, inftead of a ihoufand incentives to 
prompt, to cheerful obedience. So ftruclc was Paul 
with a view of this aftonilhing love, and the righte- 
ous claim which Jefus has to every heart, that he ac- 
counted a want ci love to him the highefl: pitchof in- 
gratitude and wicked nefs \ and boldly pronouriccd 
the ftate of fiich to be accurfed to the Uft degree*. 
Here we behold the Redeemer's love to his Fa- 
ther's law, and**He fuperlative regard that he had 
to the honour of his divine government. For though 
he was determined that the rebels ihould be faved. 
from ileferved deftru£Hon i yet, rathbr than the 
leaft retedioit ihould ever b€ aaft On- tlie violatfed 
^ • * i Cit: K^,^^'» :-v { 

law 
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kw, astiiough Jts precepts were unreafonabk, or its 
pen^ty cruel ; he Hi'mfelf would obey, he Him- 
fetf would bleed* By ^hich procedure he declared^ 
hi' the ttioft emphatieal manner, that the law, in its 
precepts, is cntirelyholy atid good ; and, in its pe- 
nal fan£lion, perfectly juft. « And at the fame time 
he demonftrated, how juftly thofe who die un^ 
der |j:s curfe, are punilhed with everlafting dc- 
ftru£tion. Refleft upon this, believer, and fee 
whether k will not ptoie a noble incentive to la* 
hour afid ftrire' after t more perfeA conformity 
to its holy precepts, in all your tempers, words, 
and a£Hons ; in ail diat you are, apd in all that 
you ddt. Then you win- (ee, that as> the Lord, 
out of love to your fiml and in honour to the law, 
refufed not to die the moft infamous death for 
your falTatiott ; you are laid under the ftrongeft. 
obligations to kwre his name, and rcterencc the- 
law ; to confide in his atonemenir, and imitate his- 
example. 

When the chriftian confiders that his whole per^ 
fon is the 6b}e£t of redeeming love, and the purchafe 
oflmmanuers Wood; when he reflefts, that the 
end intended by this purchafe is, ihMht Jioufd/trrve 
ike Lo^i tckhout ftar^ in hoiinefs AtiH righteoujn^fi * 
ailthie 4ays of Hi l^e ; and that htjnuld'live to Him * 
*ihko dkdfor hm and rtfs again': * beholding ffuch 
a deliverance, by fueh* ftupendotfs means, and for 
fuch a glorious end ; he wiH exclaim with Ezra, on^ 
att infinitely lefs important' occafioaj'S/'W/ag' that 
tklu^ our Gody ba^^ given ui ft4ch'' deliverance as 
ihiiyjbdulf^vje ngdin l^Aii iht cmrrt^dnclfrfenh ? Thtf 
heaff*8th&t isuiot nibbed, by luch confiderations as 
t)kfcj'td'loVe'the*RedeeAiet itnd to glcrrify his name, 
is harder than ftonc, and colder than ice \ is - en. 
• *''>' * U tirely 
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tircly dcftitutc of every grateful fecling.-^Wcrc 
believers more fully acquainted with the love of a 
dying Saviour, and tlie infinite efficacy of his atoa!|<p 
iiig blood ; their dependence on him woi:^ld be more 
iteady, and their love to him would be more fervent^ 
And, were this the cafe» how patient would they be 
und^r all their aiilidlions ; hqw th?inkful in all dieir \ 
enjoyments \ how ardent in- all their devc^ons^ \ 
how holy in all their converfgtk>n ; l^w ufeful in . 
all their behaviour ! Yea,- how peacef^it how joy« \ 
ful, in the profpe£t of death and a fimire world ! ' 
Then would their lives be .happy iadeedf^^Thc 
purchafe made by the holy One of CJod i& there-? 
fore a noble, a conilraining/n)otive,to hoiioeis of ' 
life. 

• ■ ' ■ ■ ' I 

Their calling Is another confideration ufed to the j 

fame purpofe. As, He nphp bath called yot4 is holjifi \ 
be ye holy in pU matm^r of converfatiotK The chriiUs ' 
an iliould often meditate pn the nature and excelleoce I 
of his high, holy, heavf nly cabling. Being called 
by grace, he is traniUtedfi^^ ofdarknefs iiUo marvel* i 
lous light : and from VJider xht pother of ^rknejs^. 
into the kingdom of GotPs dear Son. Out of a ftate 
of wrath, and of alienation from Qoi^ he is brought 
into a ftate of peace, and of commtunipn y/ith h^. 
Now, the very ^d of his calling is, that }ie might 
be holy ; that he might fliow forth the prai^ of his 
infinite Benefador here beloW| anfi finally attain hi$ 
glory in the upper world. — J^iow great the bleljing 
itfelf ! How gracious^ how glorious the de^ 
of God in beftowing it| The reinembrance of 
this muft neceflarily havp a tet^d^ncy to holi- 
nefs, in every heart that is in the leaft 4cquainte4 
wjth it, , 

The 



in $ur Saniftfication* ^19 

The- iw^rcxW of God in general, and more particu- 
larly that fpecial mercy manifelted in the free par- 
don of all their (ins^ and the everlafting juftification 
of their perfons, conftitute the nobleft attra£live of 
the heart*.— An attraftive of fovereign efficacy, to 
draw forth all the powers of their fouls, in a way 
of chearful obedience to the ever-merciful God. 
Tih^t Jbrgtvertfff tvhich h piitb our* Sovereign, and 
die manifeftation of it \ far from being an incen- 
tive to vice, caufes them to fear and reverence, to 
love and adore him. —The ftate of believers, as not 
being i^jder- the law^ is confidered and improved to 
the fame excellent putpofe. SinJballnQthavi dominion 
v%^r yau. On what is this pofitive aflertion ground- 
ed i h it becattfe they are bound to obedience, on 
pain of incurring the curfe of a righteous law j or, 
en the dreadful peril of fuf&ring eternal rain ? Faf 
from it. The re^fon ifitgned, which ought ever to 
be remembeped^ is j For yi are not under the fatt^, but 
under grace§: Here grace is defcribed as having 
dominion. Here grace reigns. This confideration 
the apdUe applies, as a powerful motive to holy obe« 
dience* 

Thcj/S/iat relation in which believers ftand to 
Ood^ and their hope of life eternal, conilieute an- 
other motive to anfwer the fame important end\» 
The infpired writers frequently take notice of that 
fublime relation, to remind them of the dignity and 
privileges attending it, and to promote a fuitable 
eondutk. And, farely, the children of God fliould 
Hk from nobler principles, and have more elevated 
vievi^, than the flaves of fenfuality and the fervants 
of fin. A confideration of their heavenly birth, 
their honorable charafter, and infinite inlieritance, 

* Rom. xiL z. $ Rom* vi. 14, % £ph. v. x. Fhil. ii. 15. 
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.niuft aalmate tlxcm to walk as becomes the ciu7ens 
of the New Jerufaleni^ ami the expe£lants of aft 
eternal crpwu.— The ttui^yeUing of the Holy Spirit^ 
together .with the fafety and comfort of believers^ 
which in various refpe^s arife from it ; are con- 
iidered and urged for their advan^ieme^t in hoii« 
ncfs$. For the abfol^tc , neceflfny of bi$ abiding 
prefence witl^ tl^ ;peopJc of God, is no imall iiv- 
ducement not to grieve, ^e facred iphabitant^ by a 
loofc and carekfs copi^erfation. » *' . 
.JThe pr(im\fv,,.yf\ncbt ixtcMlljta and fitnfn fft 
Chi'i/l Jefus t thqfe exceedin|f greaj and previous 
promifes^ which relate bptb4;o this world and. that 
which is to come i. ^re 4mprp?ed, as a further mo9 
tiye, to i^iB^^cc thq^cbil^feuipf Godtoprefs forward 
?ftcr ^IJ hQliftifs oJF ih^^tfk m^ Ufef ^ , . The apoftte 
J?<*et, .aft >cf9if:, f>bfaf|^ri*cP*64^Uig ^heirtendfemry 
.an^ defij^B, Cpruj^ ^^.^.affiiya^/tltat.itjls hfiiem : 
•b]^t.h^ir hjflviien^&a^ijth^ fojHj *haf we-; .are maA 
fariakeri tf^ di\ine tt^i^ife^^ Yt^k {loriaua^p^a 
mifcs arf gr^atji 9s th^he^t <rf mjtn'Can .conc^ye!^ 
great,; ^^J^l¥>yah^himf<itf'CWJ»afee-A -m i .- 

The confideration of thbfe chaftifements with 
^ijd^t^e JUv^j ^ a father J Q^rrefta his ehildlfen, 
\^hen>jf.eip^45 it} fhqir 4«ty ^ni iiegligqntriiiirlifi prac^ 
tjf^'Of^g^^ y(o?k^i. 3 anp^K;rin)otiye.tCfc;ft«r tbism 
.Wit^ifojlovv^, -aft^r^holinef^* Wid;.to!i»al|^j .them 
watchful,^gaia{l^ ^ incprfioris of temptfttion^* ,1 
faid,, with -y^hich the Lord as a father ^h»fi\ffs ^ not 
punifties, - F9r it ig the property ;and .hufinefs of a 
tender father :^aporii?£l his childrpni when dik>bQ* 
(dient,;.;bi!tt iPf ji Jtt4ge: ^ndpf aii e^ceQUtioner^ .to 
pronpi^iee a perfijn-- worthy of .puniflirnont and tp 

§ I Cof. iii. 1 5, 17.' Eph, iv. 30. * a Pet. i. 4. 2 Cor. vH. i 
% a Pet. i. 4. «JPf. taxix. 30,-31, 34. • . 
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mSi£k It, which, in the proper fenfe of ptmijbmmt^ 
makes no pait of the divine condu£b toward the 
heirs of glory. 'When their heavenly Father chaf- 
tifes' them, it i$ not merely to demcmftrate his own 
fovereignty, but to corre^ for faidts committed ; 
and that, not in wrath, but in love. Yea, he does 
It becaufe he lores them, in order to make them par** 
idler J of bis holinefsy and that they may not he con*- 
demnedwitb thenvorhf^. '..This being thedefign o€ 
God in chaftifing his people, jind the fevereft chaf- 
tifements being a fruit of his paternal care \ though' 
riie means he grievous, yet they are.falutary, and 
the end is glorious. Correfl them he. will, but not 
difinherit them. He will make them fmart for 
their folly, bat he will not abandon them* to ruin. 
According to that declaration ; If his' ^bifdren- for-* 
fake my lanvy nndioalk not in my judgment fi} if they 
hreak myfiatuies^ and keep net my cowmmAtmints $ 
then ivtll I vijit their tranfgreffionf voith iXrod^ emd 
their iniqttity wthjlripes, Neverthetsfs^ my hving-' 
kindnefs wt^l 1 not utterly take from himy nor fuffer 
my fcaihfulnefs tofail^. — As the Lord correfts his 
children, when difobcdient ; fo he reveals more of 
his love to them, when tiicy walk fteadily in the 
paths of tlttty. Such as maintain the clofeft com- 
munion with him, and moft' punftually. obey his 
commands, have reafon to ctped richer manifefta- 
ttons of his love j to live more under the imiles of 
his countenance •, and, confequently,' to be more 
~joyful in their pilgrimage here on earth, having 
larger foretaftes of future glory. While thofe of 
his people that backflide more frequently, and are 
not fo careful to perform his wiii \ come oftener 

^ Hcb. xii. ^r-li. 1 Cor. xi. ^%* , 

» Pilal. Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32, 33." 
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under his cone£ting hand, and their comfortable 
communion with him is more interrupted. 
. Thiu motive, it muft be confeflcd, is of a lefs gcw 
nerous kind than thofe before mcnrioned. Not- 
rwithilanding, in the prefcnt imperfeft ftate, it 
has its ufe. Nor is it deftitutc of holy love, For 
though the redeemed of the Lord fear the frowns 
of their Father's face, and the laflies of his correal-' 
Ing rod ; yet they do not^Jiy^S^nder the flavilh ap- 
preheufions of eternaJ wratli^ nor are they kept in 
they way of duty, by ihe tormenting fears of that 
awful punifliment. Though they may juftly exp«l: 
more copious manifeftations of their Fatheii's love, 
when they walk in obedience to him ; yet they Ao 
oot obey to obtain life, or to gain a right of inheri- 
tance. No, tbey are already neirs. They are not 
only fervants, but Jbns ; and are pofieiFed of a filial 
afle^lion for him who has begotten them to a lively 
hope.— Though die motive therefore be not fo free, 
and pure, and noble, as thofe before mentioned, 
which are taken from blcffings already conferred ; 
yet it favours of love to God, and has a regard* to 
his glory. .The obedience performed under its in- 
fluence, is of a different kind from all the duties of 
the moil zealous moralift, that is unacquainted with 
fabration by grace. It muft, however, be granted, 
that the more pure our views are to die glory of 
God, the more perfecl is our obedience, and die 
more acceptable in the fight of our heavenly Father. 
Yet, far be it that we fhould indulge the thought 
of our duties, when performed to the utmoft of our 
ability, being accepted of God for their own fake ! 
The acceptance with which they meet at the hand 
of God, is not becaufe they are perfe£V, or we wor- 
thy ; but in confequence of our uition with Clirift, 

and 
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and the jufttfication of our perfons in him* Thefe 
duties^ being the fruits, of holinefs^ are produced in 
virtue of our union with Him ; are conGdered aa 
evidences of that union ; and accepted through 
Him, as our great highprieft in the heavenly fane- 
tuary — Accepted, not to the jufliiication of our per- 
fons, but as a teftimony of our love and gratitude, 
and of our concern for the glory of God. 

That thefc are ^jjjlii^ijiotives to obedience, with 
wnich the fcriptuS^ fcrniflt bcJievcrs, and which 
they are bound to keep in tlieir view, I am far from 
fuppofing i but they, 1 conceive, are fome of the 
principa]. If, therefore, thefc have their proper 
influence upon them, tliey will be neither idUy nor 
unfruitful^ in the knoivledg^ of our Lord Jefus Chrijl. 

It is evident, from ^the foregoing paragraphs, 
that fan£tification is an important part of that fal- 
vatiqn and blefiednefs, which are promifcd to the 
pcQplc of God, and provided for diem. Let the 
reader, therefore be careful to look upon it, and 
feek after it, under its true chara6):er. Be diligent 
in the purfuit of holinefs, not as the condition of 
your juftification \ but, as the brighceft ornament 
of a rational nature, as the image of the bleflcd God, 
and as that by which you bring the higheft honour 
to his name. In this the perfedHon of your intel- 
lectual powers confjfts, and everlafting glory is its 
genuine refult. The children of God fhould al- 
ways remember, that though holinefs and good 
works give them no title to life ; for that is the 
prerogative royal of divine grace, through the 
Mediator's work ; yet an higher, and ilill high- 
er degree of holinefs, is to be fought with all af- 
fiduity. It being their proper bufmefs, as well as 
their great blefling, while they walk In Chrill tbe 

way 
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way ; to (. v '. \ i n c % b )- h r. ' i -. .: ^ ; t: 1 r»ood works, 
that ih^y arc la iiun, a.iu lb irec *. ..n .11 condem- 
nation. 

It aifo appears, tljat as no ob'^l'-ence is '»cc-ptablc 
to Gody except It proceed ft cm a piinciple of love 
to his name, and be performed with a view to his 
glory; and as no man is pofTified of that heavenly 
principle, or capable of acting for that exalted end, 
but the true believer, orijl^ j4*^fted perfon : fo it 
muft be v^y prepofte^ous," andentircl^ unavailing, 
to exhort finners to do tfcis'or the other good work, 
in order to gain an intereft in Chnft ; or as prepa- 
ratory to j unification by him. For an intereft in 
Chrilt, is not acquired by the finner, but freely be- 
ftowed of God ; and is a primary fruit of eternal, 
diflmguifhing love. Nor are the beft works of an 
unbeliever, any other than fplendid faults ; neither 
fpiritually good in * themfelves, nor acceptable to 
Him tliat fcarcUes the heart. Till we receive the 
atonement which is by Chrift, and that forgivenefs 
which is with Jehovah \ all our duties arife from a 
flavifli principle, and are direfted to a lelfifli end. 

* Without this, all that you do,*, fays^ Dr. Owen,. 

< however it may pFeafe your minds, or eafe your 

* confcienccs, is not at all accepted with God— 
« You run, it may be, earneftly ; but you run out 

< of the ' way : you ilrive, but not lawfully, and 

* fliall never receive the crown— True gofpel obe- 
*' dicnce is the fruit of the jTaith of forgivenefs. 

* Whatever you do without it, is but a building 

< without a foundation \ a caftle in the air. You 

* may fee the order of gofpel-obedience, Eph. ii. 

< 7 — lo. The 'foundation muft be laid in grace ; 
« riches of grace by Chrift, in the free pardon and 
« fo/givenefs of fin. From hence muft the works* 
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• of obedience proceed, If you would taVe them fd 
' be of Gotf fr^pointmenti or find acceptance with 
« him*/ 

Hence it is evident, ttiat as it is the gofpel of 
reigning grlce, under the agency of the divine Spi- 
rit, which produces true holinefs in the heart, and 
fumifhes the chriftian with fuch excellent motives 
to abound in obedieP(|^:!4;:^his glorious truth is ab^ 
foUitely neceiary to r^f<5r«V^;.thc world— ^Neceflary 
CO be^nowti^ expcrlfhentill]^^ known, that we ttiay 
pieafe Godj'er arrfwer any valuable purpofes in x 
hobf ctoverfatSo^; For the gofpel only can fur- 
t%\£ti n^ with fuch ^jrinciplcs a«d -i«6tives to obedi- 
ence, m will caufe us tcJ tdke delight in- it * \Vhen 
ire kiiow tbe<truth, as it^i^ Irt' Jefus'; thcfty and not 
^W'tYfmfiheykip^ of^fdom \vlll he'^^cyf ^f enfant* 
w^»». •''riietofeith'^m* wbfk^by-lo^ iSod and out 
ocigtjbotrf/ • '• >•' '• • > '^ - ' ' ' 
• %^ 4t youf -concferil, ttelkVeri ^o keep in view the 
tteftv^infi^eenicritrf to hdfiftcfe,^ i^ith\vhiehftlic bdolt 
©l<fed abounds ind urges upon y6ui Alvi^'ysxbrf- 
fideVing-lt is^out indiipenfiblcduty and prof cf bn* 
finefe/to glwify <Jod* by an iroly, bcavfenly; uftfttl 
converfation. Remember, yo\x are not your ^vrti 
you are bought <mith a price .♦ your whole perfon is 
the LordPs* ' As ftithing is a n\or??(psy?rft3 perfua- 
five to holineft, than a confideration 6t the love 
of Chrift and the glory of God, that are manifefted 
in the atonement made on the crofs j let that be. 
the fubjeft of your frequent meditation* For the 
crofs, and the work finiftied upon it, exhibit the 
brighteft view of the divine perfeftions. Endea- 
vour, then, to obtain clearer views of Jehovah's 
glory, and of your reconciliation to him by Jefut 

* On the Hundred nnd Thirtieth Pfalm, p. iC6, 4^7/ 

' Chrift 
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Chrift 5 and you will have a greater abhofreac^ of 
alliiii) and be more £A>afed in your own eyes. Con* 
template t&e bitter fuflferings which Jefu^ tinder^ 
V^eiU^ not only for your good, but id your ftead ; 
An$i you will be pained at the heart on accoiuit of 
your pad tranfgreilions and prefent corruptions*. 
The more you Income acquainted with that dirine 
philanthropy which was oill^fefkd in th6 redemp* 
tion of your foul fro^'vthe pit of de(tru£lion *, the 
merfe will it conftrain you to l0¥«, lo adore^ and to 
fflorify the Lord reiieemerj. For as the love of 
Uod| manifefted in Chrift| proclaimed in the gof- 
pel» and experienced by faiths is that which 6rft 
fixes our affeflions en lum i fo the more we view 
it, the more wilt our love be heightened a And as 
love to God 1$ the only principle of true obedience^ 
the more it is heightened^ the more will it influence 
our minds and conduct in all refpe£ls« Thus graces 
that very grace which pf ovided, reveals^ and applies 
the blef&ngs of falvation, is the maftet which 
teaches^ isr the motive which induces, and the 
fovereign which. fweetly copftrains^ a believer to 
deny himfelf, and to walk in the ways 'of holi** 
nefsj. 

♦ Zcch. xii. 10. j^ a Cor. v. I4# 

f Tit. !*• jt, 13. 
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Cdftcemin^ the Neajlty and Ufefulnefs of HoHnefs^ 
an4 of rood Works^ 

TrXAVINQ confidercd ^^natuie ofiknAifica* 
MA tion ; the charafler and ^Xt of tbofe happ^ 
fouis whp enjoy the bleffing \ the way in which they 
come to po^efs it ; and the many cogent motives to 
engage believers in the purfuit of hoiineis, and in 
liic praflipe of true virtue ; J ihall now proceed to 
flio^ ^he neceflity of hoUnefs, and the various imr 
portant purpofes which are anfv^ered by the perfor- 
mance of good works« \ * 

Love to God, being by vegcneration implanted 
in iphe heart of a fmner, he is fitted for fpiritual 
cornipunion with the great Objeft of all religious 
worihipt in his ordinances and with his people in ' 
the charch below j and for a more perfe£t commu* 
nion with Him in ^he ivorld of glory. In this fel-. 
lowibip with tlie^ Father, and with his Son Jeftis 
Chrift, with which believers arc indulged in the 
prefent ftate ; find in that more intimate kWoyf^ 
fhip with Godi enjoyed by- the fpirits of the jail 
rp^e perfe£k above, true happinefs, both in time: 
aQ5i in eternity, confifls* But th^ unfan£tified fotrl 
i9 abfolutely incapable of fuch refined pleafures* 
There muft be a fpiritual difcerninent, and a hea- 
venly tafte, before things of this kind can be either 
cttjoyed of defired. Fpr while a man contfnties in" 
his natural ft^te, at enmity wi^ Uoi^ ^^d in iove* 

with 
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with fin J he neither has, nor can have any tea! 
pie af lire in approaching his Maker. 7*wo cantwt 
ivnlk together except they, hi agreed. Hence it is that 
our Lord fays ; Except a man be born again^ he CAN-t 
HOT fee the kingdom of God. With whom the apoftlc 
a^ecs, when he aflerts, Without hoUnefs no matk 

Jhafffce the Lord. 

That holinefs which the*fcriptHre fo exprefsly re* 
cjulres in order to the e|?joyinent of Gqd, is poiTefTed 
by every one that is bom from above, and iaa juf- 
tiixe4 ftate. For every fubjeft of regenerating grace 
loves God. Ix)ve to God being the grand principle 

^ of hohnefs, and the fource of all acceptable obedi^ 
cnce ; none can enjoy it and not be poffeffed, in 
fomc degree, of real holinefs, Nay, we may venture 
to afl'ert, that whoever loves tlie infinitely Amiable, 
IS pofleiTed of all thjit holirief^s in the principle, that 
fhall at any tinie flourifli and ^dom his future con-% 
vcrfation, or that fliall Ihme in him to all eterni- 
ty. Such an one, therefore, muft not only have a 
title to heaven, but alfo be in a ftate of preparation 

ior it. 

Some prbfeflbrs, Nvhp efpoufe the notion of fin«» 
lefs perfection, and look upon themfelves as un- 
common friends to the in^erefts pf holinefs ; talk, 
indeed, of perfons being ir^ a regenerate and juf- 
tified ftate^ while they are yet unian£kified. Con-. 
fequently, quite incapable of having communion 
with God, in his ordinances hese ; entirely unfit 
for the fublime enjoyments of the heavenly 'Virorld 
hereafter •, and| therefore^ if they leave the prefent 
ftate in fuch a fituation, everlafting mifery mvft bo 
their portion. But as the do^lrine of finlefs per- 
fp(3;Jon in this life, is a boId.oppofition-tQithe tefti- 
many qi GQ4,and c©ntrj|ry to all ^briillaa expirri- 

cnce 
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enee ; fo this imagination is equally falfe and un- 
comfortable. For, either they mean the fame 
things by the tcfms, regenerate ^nAjuJiified^ which 
the fcripture does, or they do not. If not, what 
they fay is nothing at all to the purpoft ; and there- 
fore unworthy of a moment's regard, whatever 
may be their meaning. But if, by thefe cxpref- 
fions, Aey intend the fame things which the Holy 
Spirit does, in the volume of infallibility ; then it 
is evident, from the tenour of divine revelation, that 
they kbouf under a great mtft^kke. For what is 
intended byihcju/ltficathn of a finner, but that the 
eternal Judge pronounces him righteous according 
to law, and freed from every charge ? What is irr.'. 
plied in the regeneratien of a finner, but a commu- 
nication of fpiritual life, and the reftovation of the 
image of God in man ? Now is it poflible that a 
perfon ihould be regenerated and jullified j that he 
ihould ftand clear in the eye of the law^ and be 
viewed by omnifcience as pofiefied of fpiritual life, 
and as bearing his Maker's image j while he Is yet 
un{an£tified, and quite unfit for glory i There is no 
fuch flaw in the bleffing of juflification, nor any 
fudi imperfeftion in the ftate of a regenerate per- 
fon, as to leave him at fuch a diilance from the 
eternal inheritance. We are not, in order of time, 
firft renewed by the Spirit of truth, andjuftifiedby 
an imputed rightcoufnefs, in virtue of which. we arc 
entitled to glory ; while yet we remain entirely 
deftitute of holihefs, or a capacity of enjoying eter- 
nal bKfs, for which we muft labour and flrive in- 
hope to attain it at fome future period. For, bemg 
freed Trpni xht curfe, and entitled to bif flidnefc,; 
we ar^the members of Chrift j 'in a- neV fttlte, and 
Eve a new iife-^Pofleflcd both of- a right to glory,' 
' ' X and 
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and of a preparation for it ; at the (ame txine, 
though not by the fame means. 

As holincfa of heart is abfolutely ncccflary to com- 
munion with God, and to the enjoyment of him % 
{o holiaefs of condui^> or an external conformity to 
the divine revealed will^ is-highly ufeful, and an- 
fwers various important purpofes in the chriftian 
hfe ; the principal of which I would now con(ider« 
—By obedience to the commands of God^ we evi- 
dence the fincerity of our holy projfeflion«^ By tbii 
bur faith is declared genuine before men ; Mrbo 
have no other way to conclu4e that it is unfeigned, 
but by our works. Whoever pretends to believe io 
Jefus, and is not habitually careful to perform good 
works *, his faith is worthlefs» barren, dead-r-Bya 
good converfation, in which -our light fliines before 
man y we edify our bcedieniy fii^nce oppofers and 
prcfcrye the gofpel irpn^ thofe .reproaches which 
would otherwife be caft upon it^as if it were a licen« 
tious doQrine.'. Ap exemplary coodu^l in chriHian 
profeflbrs, has often been owned of God and made 
happily ufeful, by convincing the ignorant, and by 
removing th^ prejudices agadnft the truth ; fo asto 
loiake them impartial enquirers after it« and 
frequently of winning them over to an approbation 
of it.^-*-By walking in the paths of duty, we exprefs 
our gratitude to God for his benefits, and alfo glorify 
his holy name i which is the great end of all obedi« 
ence. 

The works of faith and labours of love which be- 
lievers perform, will be remembered by Jefus 
judge, at the hft and great day of accounts : tl 
efpeciaiiy that are done to the poor, deipifed m 
hers of Chrlft, and for his fake. TTiefe will be m- 
tfoned, at that awful time, as fruits audcvi^eacp" 

■■•;'• ■; 
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their un£>n with Chrift^ and of their love to him. 
The|: wiilMiidii^gttiih real chriftians from open pro« 
fligates and mere forinalifts $ from all that were 
pundual in the performance of a round of duties, 
that coft them nothing \ which raifed their charac- 
ter among men, andexpofed them to no (hame, nor 
fullering \ but exceedingly backward to part with 
theh* unrighteous Mammon for the fupport of the 
caufe of God, or to affift the poor and the perfecuted 
members of Qirift«*— Thefe are the principal of thofe 
neciffkrj ufisy for which good works are to be main- 
tained. 

It is, notwithftanding^ carefully to be obferred ; 
That neither our external obedience, nor inherent 
holinefs, conftitutes any part of that righteoufnefs 
by which we are juftified* Neither the one nor the 
other» is either the caiffe, or the condition, of our 
acceptance with God; For, as before obferved, that 
righfeoufnefs by which tre arejuftified, muftbe ab- 
fointely pcrfeft. But our perfonal obedience is 
greatly defeftii^e, even in the beft of men and in 
their moft advanced ftate, while in the prefcnt life. 
So that if God were to enter into judgement \?ith 
us, on the ground of our own holinefs or duties, 
none of us could (land in the awful triah Our ho- 
iieft difpofitions would be found far fhort of thaA 
perfeOrion which the law requires ; and our bcft du- 
ties could not anfwer for themfelves, much lei's 
atone- for our tranfgreifions. All our righteoufnefs 
are as filthy rags ; and we have need of an highpritf k 
to hear the iniquity of our holy things • For who among 
mortals dare fay to the omnifcient God ^ * Search 

< and try this, or the other duty, performed by me ; 
« thou fhak not, on the ftri£left examination, find 

< any defilement ckatlng to it, ntfr any finful defe€b 
: attending 
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< attending it ?* Who dare ddd; <lam.v/dling to 

• rifqucmy foul's eternal falvation on i|sabfolute per- 

• fe^iion, after fuch an exa6t fcrutiny made ?' The 
bokiefl heart muft very . mudi tremble at fock a 
thought ; nor dare the tnoft upright maike the fo- 
lemn appeal, or Tentu.re his immortal all on fuch a 
foundation. 

Hence the great teacher of the Gentiles, who 
was a moft eminent faint, . notwithftaiiding all his^ 
extraordinary gifts^Jiis beoeliaientrlaboursyexeaipla^ 
ry condtt£bt ai^ painful fuficrings, for the caufeof. 
truth and the honour of his divine Matter ; utterly, 
difclaimcd all pretcnGons to perfonal worthinefs. 
For, when taking a profpeft of the awful tribunal, 
he earneftly dcfered to he found in Chrift ; »o^ i/iv- 
ing his crvjn right eoufnefs^ nvhUh was of the icw , con*, 
filling in his own holinefs and nghteous deeds ^ but 
that ivhirb ij thi-msgh the faitb x>fChr'tfii €ven iht 
tighiCDufnefs ivkich is of Godly faith. This obedi- 
ence, and this only, can fupport our hope and com- 
fort our hearts^ when we think of ftanding before 
Him who ;/ a confuming fire. That righteoufncfs 
which was wrought out before we had a being," is 
the only ground of a full difcharge before our final 
Judge \ and, being fo, it is the fouree of all our com- 
fort and all our joy, as to that grand affair*— If any 
perfon therefore foHcitoufly enquire. How (hall I 
appear before my Maker ? the anfwer is, In the 
obedience of Chrift, which is perfed in itfelf and en- 
tirely free for the guilty. But if the enquiry be. How 
ihall I exprefe rhy thaaikfulnefs toGod for his benefits 
and glorify his name ? then the anfwer- evidently is. 
By living in conformity to his revealed will ; and by 
devoting yourfeif, all that you are, and all that you 
have, to his honour and ferrite.— Thus provision 

is 
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isiaadc, In the covenant of grace, for tlxe believer's 
peace and joy, by. a dire£i view of the finiftied work 
©f Chrift ; and for the excrcife ^f every virtue, the 
performance of every duty, whether it be religious, 
or moral i and all for the nobleft end, even the glory, 
©f God. 

Hence it is.manifcft that though our good works' 
are of no confideration at all, in the article of Ju{ti« 
fcation, or in obtaining a title to life ; yet, on many 
otli^r accoHnt3, they are highly neceifary : and it 
is an affair of the laft importance, to be rightly ac*. 
quainted with the proper ufes of good works. Other* 
wife,, we fhall inevitably run into one of thofc oppo* 
Cte and fatal extremes, Arminian legality, or Anti-^ 
nomian licentioufnefa. TKe former will wound our 
peace, infringe on the honours of graca, and exalt 
' felf. The latter will turn the grace of God into wan- 
tonnefs, harden the confcience, and render us wovfe 
than infidels avowed. We ihould therefore be ex- 
ceedingly careful rightly to dillinguiih, between the 
foundation of our acceptance with God, and that 
fuperftruflurcof pradlical godlinefs which mud be 
raited upon it. 

Let us once more hear the judicious Dr. Owen, 
Speaking to this point he fays ; ' Our foundation in 

• d-aiing with God, is Chrift alone ; mere grace 
« and pardon in him- Our building is in and by ho- 

• linefsandobedlence, as the fruits of that faith by 
« which we have received the atonement. Andgreat 

• miftakesthere are in this ma ter, whichb'ing great 
' etanglemcnt5 on the fouls of men. Some arc all 
« their days laying of the foundation; and are never 
« able to build upon it to any comfort to themfcives, 

• or ufefulnejfs to others. And the reafon is, be- 
« CJiufe thej will be mixing with the foundation, 

X 4t ' • ^ ftonct - 
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floncs that are fit only for the following building. 
They will be bringing their obediencej duties»mor« 
tificationof fin, and the like, Unto the foundation. 
Thefe arc precious ftones to build with, butunmeet 
to be fi'rft laid to bear upon them the whole weight 
of the building. Thefoundation is tobelaid,as wras 
faid, in mere grace, mercy, pardon in the blood 
of Chrift. This die foul is to accept of, and to 
reft in, merely as it is grace : without the confi- 
deration of any thing in itfelf , but that it is finful 
and obnoxious unto ruin. This it finds a difficulty 
in, and would gladly have fomcthing of its own 
to mix with it : it cannot tell how to fix thefe 
foundation-ftones, without feme cement of its 
own endeavours and duty. And becaufc thefe 
things will not mix, they fpcnd a fruitlcfs labour 
about it all their days — ^But if the foundation 
* be of grace, it is not at all qf works ; for other- 
wife grace is no morf grace. If any thing of our own 
be mixed with grace in this matter, it xittcrly de- 
ftroys the nature of grace, which if it be not alone,, 
it is not at all. 

* But doth not this tend to licentioufnefs ? Doth 
not this render obedience, holinefs, duties, tnorti- 
fication of fin, and good works, needlefs ? God 
forbid ! Yea, this is the only way to order them 
aright uhto the glory of God. Have we nothing 
to' do but 16 lay the foundation ? Yes, all our 
days we are to build upon it, when it is furely 
and firmly laid. And thefe are the means and 
ways of our edification. This then is the foul to 
do, who would eotne to. peace and fettlement. 
Let it let go all fprmer endeavours, if it Kad been 
engaged in any of that kind. Ahd let it alone rel 
ccive, admit 6i, and adhere to infere grace,; ttxercy 
" ^ and 
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< "and pardon, with a full feiife that in itfelf it hath * 
« •nothing for which it (lioukl have an intcrcft ih 
* them ; but that all is of mere grace through 

< Jcfus Qirift— O/i^r foundation can no man lay* 

< Depart not hence until this work be well over. 

< Surceafe not an eameft endeavour with your oWn 

< hearts, to acquiefce in this righteoufnefs of God, 
« and to bring your fouls into a comfortable perfua- 
« fion that Godjfor Chrift's fake^hatii freely forgiven 
« you all your fins. Stirnot hence until thisbeeffcc- 
« ted. If you have been engaged in any other way ; 
« that is, to feek for the pardon of fin by fome en- 
« deavours of your own: it is not unKkely but 

* «. that you are filled with the fruit of your own 
« doings : that is, that you go on with all kinds of 
^ yncertaintfes, and without any kind of conftant 
< peace. Return then again hither. Bring this 

* foundation work to a blefied iffue in the blood 

* of Chrift i and when that is done, up and be do- 

* ing*.* 

It is greatly to be feared, that the diftinflion fo 
judicioufly pointed out in the preceding quotation, 
IS but little known or confidered, even by many who 
are earneftly concerned in a religious profcflion. 
and it is undeniably plain, that there are great* 
numbers denominated chriflians, who, as they kno-vx^ 
nothing in reality concerning Chrift ; fo, in their 
condudl, they are more like incarnate devils than 
teal faints. — Nor are there a few that perform 3 
round of duties very exa<9rly, and have an high opi- 
nion of their own religious profefljon ; who, not- 
withftanding, are far from pofTefling that hoHnefsj 
and from performing thofe good works, which are 
efTcnti^l to the cliriftian character. View them iA 
. ^ ; ' ♦ X)fc thi Uundre*iini TaiHUib Vjclm, J), jey, 50^/ 



t^6 . Tkf liecejftty mid U/efutmfi 

tbeir places of public worflitp, and m the perfcrm^ ^ 
anceof dcvotioual duties \ they ^{Tume a feriousairp 
ns though they were greatly conccnxed about their 
cverbiling welfare* See them in their families and 
in the common concerns of life» there they are full 
of levity \ unfavoury and loofe in,^ their converfa- 
tion.— Some of th^fe pretenders to chriftianity will 
alfo attend that fcminary of vice and prcfanenefs^ 
the playhoufe, and other amufcnacnts of this licen- 
tious age, as far as their circumftanccs will permit. 
You may fee tlicm vain and extravagant in drefs 
and fliovv, while their pious neighbours of the fame . 
religious conamunity, with all their indullry, are 
hardly able to acquire decent clothing : yet thefc 
children of carnal plc^fure, either do not at ail re« 
gird their diftrcfs, or content themftlves with fay-. 
ing, Be y nvanneJ, They will be laviili at their 
own tables, while the poor among the people of. 
God are almoft (larvinj^ by their fide'': yet fuch is 
their love to Chriil and his members, that tlicy will 
think it an inftance of great conrlefcenfion if they 
%'ouchfafe to vifit tnem and fay, Be je filled* 

If thefe pretenders to piety be naturally of a 
more' grave and ft:rious difpofition, view them in 
their trade and bufincfs ; there you will find them 
covetous, gliding, and opprtflive ; making it their 
chief defign to lay up fortunes for their dependents, 
and to vaife their families in the wxrld* Thefe, 
like their forefathers, /c^r a pretence mahc laagpray" 
r-j ; even when, by ufury, extortion, and oppref* 
• fion, they devour ividows b^ufesy and grind the fa-^ 
ces of the poor. They lay up that, in their coffers, 
which of ri^ht belongs to the needy who labour un- 
der them ; the ruft of which fhall be a fvvift wit- 
nefs ajainft them anotlier day, and ^all eat ihfir 
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is not tne golpel difborioured^ by fuch fariftimoriU 
cus wretches as thcfc ?— Such perfons^ whether 
xnore light in their difpoCtion^ and cdnduft,' or 
more grave in their tempes and l>^havibi^r,'are aliltf* 
the children of the devil and* the flaves'of fin ; ai^^ 
oh a level, in the fight of God, with the inoft pro-^ 
fane. As to the covetous, tliofe votaries of Mam- 
mon, whatever diflike they may have to tlicir aflb- 
ciates, they ftaiid ranked' in the book of God with 
extortioners and thcives, with drunkards and aduli 
terers. Nay they are branded with tlxe moft de-* 
tefiable chaia£feer of /W^/fr/* ' ^ \ 

' 'tht fin of c<2vetoufnefs is, I fear, greatly mifurt*' 
dcrftood, and much overlooked by many profefibfs* 
Were . it not, the remark would not be fo ofteii 
xnnae ; * Such a pe'rlbh is a good chriilian, but a 
< covetous man/ Whereas it might with as much., 
propriety b^ faid 9 * Such a woman is a virtuotfs la-* 
* dy, but an infamour, proflitute/ For the latter is 
not more contrary to fDundfenfe, than the former is 
to tlie pofuivc declarations of God, recorded in 
fcripture* When we hear people in common talk . 
about coVetoufncfs, we are tempted to look upon it 
as a merely, trifling fault. But, when we open the 
volixme of heaven, we Tind it pronounced idolatry, 
and. confidered as a -capital crime.i -while Jehovah 
^dend'uncea daninatioa againft th&^ wretch ihat is 
guilty of it** 

in what then does this aggfavated fin corifift ?. I 
anfwcr, Covetouffiffs^ in the language jof tnfpiratioi)> 
is the d^rc fff having fnore ; the dcfire of obtaining, 
or of increafing in wealth. * Whoevef therefore is, 

*|[ Cor. vi, 9» xo« m^lu Vi 5. CoL uL $* PfiiL x. 3* ^ 

Jiabltually 
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nabitually dicfirous of' riches, is in tke eftitnltc tSf 
beaveiij a covetous mao; whatever his ftation ixi 
lifc^ or pi*ofcfliori of religion majr be. The lan- 
guage of a covetous heart is that of the horfelcech's 
daughters} ' G/W, ^«V. The covetous man is al- 
ways deCrous of more^ whether he have litthe or 
m\ich : and, if a profeflbr, he will always find fomc 
pretence to hide the iniquity of hiar idolatrous heart. 
But, however fuch a( profeflbr may cover his crime 
under plaufible pretences of any kind ; or however 
fafe be may imagine himfelf, as being a member of 
fome vifible church, and free from her cenfure ; the 
time IS coming when the maft fliall be dripped off, 
and then it (hall be fully known where his affeftions 
have been, and what God he hath ferved. Then 
if Ihall plainly appear, whether JeiioV AH, or Maiii- 
riion, fwayed his affeftions and hiled in his heart.— 
Perhaps there arc f^w (ins for the' praftice of 
wliich fo many excufeg are made aind plaufible pre- 
tences urged, as that of covetoufnefs^ or a love of 
the world : confequently, there are few fins againft 
which profeflbrs have greater ol'cafion to watch. 
It was not, therefore, without the greatcft reafon, 
tliat our Lord gave that folemn caution to all his 
followers ; Take heei^ and he ware of COVETOUS- 

* Luke xii. 15. None will fuppof4e, from whatisliere aflert- 
*^. that I mean to cnc^wrage idlenefs, or ejttravagaiicc. ^0; 
fir !>c it : Thofe wlio, through indolence, pride, or prodigaIit]r« 
yi^^t their fuhftance and fail in the world, can hardly be too 
fifverciy cenfured^ They not only impoverifli thcmfelves, but 
i:ij»irc their neighbours ; are thcpefts ofibciety, and public rob- 
bers. 

The rc|ider I prcfume, will not be difplcafed, if I prefent him 
^ith a q notation on this fubjed, from my worthy and honoured 
icndj .Mn Henry Vewn. — * It is remarkable,* fays he, 'that 
thfe rovetoufnefs^gainft which wc are fo eameftiy warned & 
'^kid*^ word, is not of ths /candaloui kind : but fuch as may po- 

* * We 



» 



*Wc ip;iyi therefore, conclude, that tHough th^ 
abfolute freenefs of Chjifti as e^cUibitcd in the gof* 
pel to the worit of finners^ muit be maintained 

^ vem the Heart df a m^a^ wBo i$ efteemed very ^tuoos and ex« 

* cellent by the vn>r^ jn the tenth Pfahn the ctnetous, whom 

* the Lqir^ is thiols faid t» a^ter» anB the very perfoos of whom the 

* vsnoktd/j^ai well ^ whic^po^ld never be the cafe, did thei^ 

* love of moaey make them either villainaui in their pra<ftice, or 

* niiferably peaohous ia their temper ; for men of tliis fi^ap none ^ 

* comment — Jh^ fame thiog is obfervable in that fpi^mn caution ' 

* gmn by'Dor fccieeoier ; Tqike bced ■ Mid itvforc of <o9f^^J^ 

* nefi* By whiqh '». is evident He meant no more, than a rooted 

* perfuawRp th^t thie comfort x]^^ life coniiib in abimdai»ce,.and de^ 

* firing, from (v»ch a pgrfiiaiSg n , to be.jrich : this was the cove-* 
' touineis ODT Lord condemns. And, that his admonition might 

* fiiik tlie deeper, he repieients the workings of that avarict 

* which be condemns, in a caie which paiTes eyery day before 
* ' €ffX eyes. Jt is this : * A. man gr^ws rich in h^i bu^eis, not 

* thrsdugh fraud ^d extartioxi» but by the blefling 0/ God^^pcit 

* his labour and ikill. As is ufual, he is highly £;Ughted witiy 

* his foccefs ; he exults i^ ihe> p|ofpe($ of being matter, in. » fev^ 

* jrearSf of an independent fortune. In the mean time, he is dt<^ 

* termiaed to be frugal an4 diligent, till he .takes his iinai \t\sff 

* of bttiiners, to enjoy all. the fweets of eafe and fplendour. Luke 

* jLiu 19. Now, where are the people, governed by the comroonr 

* mftvms and principles of human nature, who fee any thing thep 
' leait t» blame in this man's fentiment or condudl ? Who d^ 

* not applaud and imitate it themfelves ? Yet this very man 0ttX» 

* Lord fets before our eyes, as the pidlure of one engrofi*ed by iv 

* covetous defir# of the thin^ of this world. This very man he* 

* reprefeots as fummoned, in the midit of all his golden hopesi' 
« to appear a moft guilty criminal at the bar of his deipifed Ma^ 

* ker,> ' Lo 1. this is the man whom our Lord expofes, as a mife^ 

* rable wretch /or all others to take warning by and lefilt cc^ 

* vetovlners* So, f^ch a fool and fuch a {inner as this is be tbaP 

* iayetb uf trtafurtfor bimfelf; that is, every earthly minded* 

* man, who fpeks softer wealth, as if it was the foundation of Ijap* 
' pinefs ; and is notTich towards Cod , rich in faith, hope and' 

* noline6. Luke xiL %i. 

* Paul, in perfedl harmony with his Lord, forbids the defire of 
' wealth as a criminal effedl of avarice. Let your eo^'oerfation 

* bt wHbout covctoufneff, and be .content nuitb fucb tbings as 

* ye have : for Re bath /aid, I will ne^er leave thee, nor far'^ 

* Jake tbee* Heb, xiii. 5. And whcfe^ inftead of this felf-dcni- 
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with* confidettce \ yet wc are bcmiid to afl|riu, 
With equal afluranccB That he who pretends to 
faith io Jefus* and does not habitually live under 
the benign influence of love to God^ and of love 
to his brother for the trutlfs]a}u\ and jthat he 
who does not manifeft this heavenly afieflion by a 
(uitabk condtt£l| has po claim to the chriilian cha- 
rader. . _ / 

* cd tempf f, a Men of incfn&ag m weahh b e^nlhccl, fthoc, 

* fcares^ ckfilement, and ruin, arc declared to be- the cer|aio con- 

* fcq«i nces. For they that ^uHU f the original fi|iu6e6 the fim-* 

* pie defirej be ricb.faii imo'ietnptatipn umd apittre^ and if^o 

* ma/iyfwlyh and hurtful tufts ^^hUh drotontuem in d^ruiiion 

* aud perUitiitn* ¥of tht love of money it the root of ail c^il : 

* 'Which ^tMlefome ha^ coveted after^ they ba^e erred from 
< thefaiib^ and pitrced tbetnfel'uet through m,Ab meu^ forrwfs^ 
^ \ Tim, VI. 9, zo. — ^If it ibovdd be faid^-Do yov meah^'tlica to' 

* aflolrBi, that it is wiong for anj man to arife to a Hate of great 
^> wealth ? The fcripture, I atifwer, eofidemiis only the dejire of 

* tkbes and thtt pajjum for them, as de&fbg and £nfak Therefore, 

* \i whilit joar whx^e heart is given to God» be ispleafed tofKtif- 

* per vfbatever you take in hand, and give you ah abundant in* 

* creaiC ; then your wealth is evidently as lAuch the gift of God» 
' a» if it came to you by legacy or inheritance*- It is God'r<»wri 

* adl and deed to call you up» who was content to fit down in 

* a low plai e, to an hi^ her point of view^ and to intruit you with 

* more ralents, to improve them for his glory. Now the ditfer* 
' ence beiween poifeihn- wealth, thus put into your hands, And' 

* dejiri tg lo gro^M rich, is as great as that between a worthier, 

* ambitious iniruder into a place of honour^ feeking nothing but 

* his own bale intereit ; and a man fought out for his worth 
^ and inveUed with the fame #fiice, for the public good. And 

* thofe who can fee no material, no necefiary diiiindlion in the 

* two cafes, arc already blinded by the love of. money.' Cotnr 
^Iftf Pn^ of j^Ia^i, ^»^^, 3i)0, 3pi, 391, od Edit. 
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CHAP, X. 



Cy Gracft ^ ^ nigm in the Perfeverance of iht 

' :^Saint/ id eternal Ghrj\ 



IT.iippwrs, from the preceding- chapters, that 
ihc llate pif Mievefs, whether confulertd as n:- 
iadvQf or as i^^ in their juftificiationi adoption , 
sod fiaAs&eatsiony is highly r exalted ( and that 
the privileges attending it are of incomparable ex- 
oitUexKCy ' and <^ infinite worth, in each of thefo 
particulars it has alfo ' been prdvcd that gracd 
reigsp ;. tliat the exceeding riches of grace are ma- 
nifeiledi -. . , ' ^ . - . » 

. Th<? helisver, notwithddfnclin^^ who knows h;m-^ 
felf, will bei ready ta enquire ^iilv great folieitudc ; 
« HOjvr-fiiaU l.per&vere in^ tWs^- happy ilate ? Bf 

• what means (hail I attain the dcfired end ? What 
« prdvifion has the LonPd made, that, after all, I {half 

• not come flioft of the txpefted blifs ? Grace, t 
*. thankfully ,acknourtedgd,-'has'd<)tie great tbitrgi?! 
•^ . for -me v lo reigning gtaCe I oVirn' ^yferf unCpeakv 
f ibiy ) obliged, m B<«' if-: grace» ia* % fovercign , do 
i not ftili exert her ^potv^ervlbbfrdWIy poffibly may,* 
« but certatnlyibftiail finklly^ miUcatry/ — Thus wilt 
every chriilian-^fiin^ludd^ When, he coitfidcrs the 
nujiibcraQd :p«ttr»i^ ih^"nalilioe artd^^fubttlity, of 
his inveterate fpiritual enemies, compared with- ?ifs^ 
Qvnft! iidKrfcfnt;<.#V0n§fI« i& rifift ihem. For *he 
wotM^rfieiftUh/inicbtte detil^'ii^c^mbined ^^ahaffc^ 
biat^ 1 ''fihde^iBUh'feitreJfcfcral-ways', dffault his- pebce? 

A Y and 
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and feck his ruin. Thcfc attempt, in various forms, 
to caufc him to wallow in the mire of fcnfuality, 
as the filthicft brute \ or topifF him up with pride, 
as Lucifer. By infinuating wiles or open attacks \ 
with tlic craft of a fcrpent, or the rage of a lion, 
tlvjy endeavour to compafe his- ruin x and, alas^ how 
ImalL his ability, confidered in lihnielf, to refill and 
overcome ! The corruption of nature, even in the 
regenerate, renders the btj»ever*6 dcfires ?rfter that 
waith Is goods too often exceedingly langtud, ai^ 
enervates all his moral ^wers* His pious fraxniss 
wit iickle and uncertain to th^tiaft. iiiegree.;.nor 
can he, wi^h fafety, ^hce the leaft. confidence ill 
them- . • ;••.;- 

This humbling truth was exemplified in the cafe 
of Percr. Though all nun ^ be yfended becauff 4f 
Thie^ y£i ivi / I n€ve» be offtndedrrr-%hdugb / fiam 
die rxiiih Thee, yet will 1 not deny Thee — was his 
confident language«f ;'i|^ut| ;a]as! in a verjr little 
while his frame of. nAvA is;akered« His.qouiage ^ 
f aiis» Uis piou^N ref0luti0n& haiig< their eiifeelded 
heads : and» notwithftanding his boafted fidelity, he 
cannot Match with. Phrift * ib much as <nie hour, 
tliough there be the gve^tcft fltecefliiy for; it. He is 
brought to the tri^], afid^ike Saiiipion» bis locks arc 
iliorn ; hip prc(vii?ie.d ftr^gth ^ia g©nfc,*He trembles 
at the vuke of a /ill]^ m?gtdr and jQiocking €0 think \ 
denies his Lord wi^h dregful ofiths and faorrkl ioi"'' 
precntions,— Such are tbc inherent .aWities crftboifc 
who are to fight agatnf^ th^ \(rorid| the fle(h, and the 
dcvth Such, coniidered in chemfelvc^i aire the beft^ 
>f faints. I. . ; . _ . - ^ 

^J[JW can the(e unftablc ahd ^nj^otenttcmat^fer 
■)pe to perfcKcxe, 9Pdit0/a|feliif«teiprial life?'Can 
vie V ho kijpw not bc^ i» tuaft! tbeix owii hearts. 

■Cot 
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for ft moittciit^; whofe xnoni ftrength, in a compa* 
rative ;view» is mere weaknefe ; who arc continually 
iurrounded trith orafty^ powerful, and unvtrearied 
adverfartesy rationally ezped a complete viflory and 
ail everlafting 6rown i Tes ; thefe very perfons 
caf» do M things through Cbri/i Jhengtbemng them. 
<Sod can enable tven a worm U ibrs/b thi moun- 
tains. They fiiall not only come w: vi^OTious, 
but \xm9rtihan cwquitari overall tfaeir )enemies. 
Nor can this appear (Irangc, or in the leaftincrcdi* 
ble» i^hefi- it is confideredy that o/nnipotent * Grace 
rHgns-^-^^Y^oK theloYef-the power^ the vrifdom, the 
promifesi the eoTenismt and fai^hfulnefs of God — 
that air the divine Perfons in the eternal Trinity, 
^lad every perfeAibn- in the Godhead, are con- 
ceriied ia tbehrrprefervatkniraxid engaged to maintain 

it. '■ ' '\ ••• . 

. The Uve.oi QoA is engaged for their cverlafthig 
{ecutity^ Having chiofen tlicm to life and happinefs, 
as a primary fruit of his own eternal favour ; his 
love muft atete, or hispurpofe be rendered void, be- 
fore thiey can finally fall. But if /A? Lordofhojls 
hctlh purp9pd^.nioi9jbaU. ^difanrm it? If his hand , 
^Jltetcheiouiy for the execution of gracious defignsy 
^ujthoJb^U turn it hach^ befooe thceni be accomplifh* 
cd ? As He thoHgt^fofjall tt come, to pafs ;. and as 
'. -He purpa/edffajihdi it Jhvd^.-^'Hox (hafihis love to 
i their perfons ever abate. For He refisy he takes 
|. the higheft complacency f;r the exercife of hi: love ^ 
and in all its favoured objects. Such is Jehovah's 
delight in his people, that He rejoices aver them nvith 
ftngtng^ and takes a divine pleafure in 'd6ing thent 
good:!:* His love is unchangeable a$ himfclf, and 

* Prov. xxvUi. x^, Jeff xv". 9. 

{ lU. xiv. 14, a 7,' % Zeph. iii. 17. jcr. ;ixxu42. 

unalterably 
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unaltcraUjr fixed upon them. t;)onfeq!iefitly, though 
themanifcftatioDs of it m«y vary, yet, while infitihc 
wifdom U dapableof diref^ing^ and almighty power 
of executing :las gracioUs purpofcs toward them, 
they (liall never, perifb; i AgTecrf)le to which, ve 
hear the apoftle etuhing in -Gcd'i immUtaUe lore* 
AffinniQgi dnt nothing vki .theheig^s above, nor 
any thing iir the depths beaeMh \ motbing prefent, 
nor any thing future, Ihould^ able to feparate him 
from it •; 

The /><?w^r of Ood is ftUb iCttgagcd on the behalf 
of all thofe who arc iegotun again tp a tively hope* 
They aft lept by iff as in a garnfoii, fbrougb fuiih U 
falvaiiofiX. His porft'cr furrounds them as a fierr 
Wall, to be their protefHon and the deftrtid^ionoiF 
their adverfaricjfj. Omnipmcticc itfelf is their 
lb', jld, and keeps them night and day^. — As omni- 
potence is their guardj fo omnifcience is their guide; 
ihc honour of divine <w)fdom being concerned in 
their prefervation. For if a regenerate fool, one 1 
that has been ' refcued out of Satan's hahd, were , 
finally to fall and perifll for ever ; it would argue 1 
if not a v/ant of power in God to maintain the con- 
<iueft, yet a change of refolution ; and and fo wbuM 
biing no lionpuSr to the wifdom of his firft defign. 
It IS no repuCatibn tothe wifdom of an artificer to 
iuffer a work, by which he dotermined to manifeft, 
in ages to come, his cxquiCte fltill, and upon which 
his afleftit)ns were placed ; to be daflied in pieces 
before his eyes, by an inveterate enemy, when lie 
had power to. have prevented it. Now' the fcriptures I 
inform us that, in the method of redemption, the 
wifdom of God. is -peculiarly concerned, is greatly 

* Kora. viii. 38, 19. | i Pet. i. ^, 3, 4. fZrdi. ii. .$ 

ITa. K.xviu t. * ■ • . -■ ' • • . j 
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drverfified, and in the.pioil^'vC'Qnderfu] manner dlf- 
played. Jehovah abound^ in all itfifdom aud pru^ 
denceyVX forming tlic (lupendoi^s plani and in choof- 
ing fukable means to attain the wonderful end. 
But if any of the chofen, 'redeemed, and called, 
were to be finally miierable, how. could this ap- 
pear ? 

Thc;>rtf«i^/of. God, thefe exceeding great and 
pretiaus promlfes \thlch are made to his p.eople, afford 
them ftrong confolation refpefling this matter. For 
the Father of mercies has declared, that He will cori'- 
jirm them to the ettd^ and preferve them to his king-- 
dam*. That the righteous Jball hMcn their wnyy and 
gro*wJlronger andjlronger y that thpy Jl^a^l never dc" 
part from bim^ but fear him for ev^r ; that as they 
are in his hand and in the hand of Chrift, they fliall 
never be plucked thea(:c.; and, oonn^'gLusntly, Jha// 
ffcver perij^*. Yes, the bjefled ! Gocl t^as repeatedly 
and folemaly declared, that HeivllU {u^vcy^y no never 
leave them^ nor forfahe tketti* And^ [iRq f eafon is, 
not becaufe they are worthy, orany way Kettcr than 
others ; but for tjie glory of his own eterijal name, 
and becaufe he has qhofea tlie^ii:)*y).bc his peculiar 
people. ,The,Lord will n^tf erf ^fe his people^ for his 
great name^s pihe% hecattfe.tt^ l^th pleafed the Lord 
to wakeih&tithi^p^opje^t—'^rhck promifes, with ma- 
ny others of a fiqaUar Mt^ gre-ya and amen ; arc 
made, ani unalterabfy cpuRnned, in Chrift J ejus. 
Diving faithfulnefs is pledged in thenl, and infinite 
power is engaged to perform them, Thefe promlfes 
— let chri^ians exult in, the cheering thought ! — - 
thefe promifes were made by tjin^ tlut cannot lie 5 

*i Ccr. 1. 8. a Tifiv iv. 18. Job xvii. p. . Jer. xyxii. 39,' 
4c. 'O^.Vil. x.iaiii. 3. Joljn y. zJ, %g, H«b, liii. 5. » Sam. sii, 
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to wlndi he h.i5 annexed, amazing: ta tbtnk I fch 
itioft folemn oath ; with this profeSed dcfigrr, that 
every fiuner who flees for refuse to fay hold on the 
hope fct before hlm^ f night have f^rofrg confohiien^ 
Now, the promife and oath of God, bang tw6 
immutabte things, muft afcertain the btlierer's final 
hiippinefs. 

Jehovah's covtnant with his pcoplt ih Chrift, af- 
fords anotlier glorious atteftation to the comfortabie 
truth. That covenant, which is ordered in all,fhlngsi 
which is ilored with heavenly pronnfes, reptete with 
fpiritual blefUngs, ^rwi.abfolutely Jure ; that cove- 
nant of peace which never fhall be removed, \^m 
thus : Thcyfifiti h my people, and I it^ifl be their Gad, 
And I 'zui/I ^i'v^ them ont^ heart and one ivay, that 
they may fear me for ever , for the good if them and of 
their children after thu'm. And'l ivillmdie an ever- 
it'tjling covenant ivith thcmy that I'*iviN not furna*tvaj 
from them to i/a them good ; but I ijdiil put my fear in 
their heart f^ that they f^mll not depart from Wi'.— The 
liability of the new covenant is here aflcrted in the 
llrongcft terms* This gracious^ covenant is entire- 
ly different from that which was made without great 
progenitor Adam ; the 6onditon of which was per- 
feii obedience, and tlie promife of life was fufpend- 
cd on that conditioil. " It is alfo very different from 
that which was m^dd lyith 'the people of Ifrae) at 
Sinai j which, beiA^^'broken by them, was abnega- 
ted by the Lord himfelf. The language of this is 
icjiamentary. It Confifli of abfolutfc promifes, re- 
quires no condition" jtp be performed by man, and 
is perpetiiar, * Hcir'e <hat fovercrgn Being, 'who can- 
not lie, decUres in th^ihongeft manner, that thofe 
vho are includca in {his co\;ecaiVt JZ>dr// nht depart^ 
^"^mhivi^ and that he will tuver ceafe'to do tJyeiH gocd,^ 
«- * tJecuriry 
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Security greater tlian this, is not to be conceived, 
nor can bchad.— It would indeed be abfurd to fup- 
pofe, that God (hould make a new and better cove- 
nant tfiin that which he made with Adam, or with 
Ifrael at Sinai ; a covenant without conditions to be 
performed bjr man ; a covenant which dtfplays rich 
• goodnefs and boundlefs grace ; and that, after all the 
covenantees {hottld be as Habk to the dreadful for- 
feiture of life and happinefs,*as otir firft father, when 
under the covenant of works/ Nay, if the new co- 
wenatit had been condition:)! ; if perfeverancc and 
immortal happinefs had dejiendfed on owr perform- 
ance of any condition, whether greater or lefs ; our 
itate, as believers, would have been much more 
hazardous than Adam's M'as, while under the co-' 
venant of work$( becaufe of the very great 
difparity between that ftatc of uprightnefs, in 
which he was created j and ours of corruption, 
into which wc are fallen. Perfeft obedience was 
eafier to him^ than the leaft poffiblc condition would 
be to us. 

mit faitlfttlnefs and inviolable veracity of God, 
give further affurance of the faint's perfeverance. 
The rocks, though of adaralant, fliall melt away j the 
everlafting mountains fliaJI be removed j yea, the 
whole terraqueous globe itfelf fhall difappear 5 but 
die faithfulucfs of God in executing his covenant, 
and the veracity of God in performing his promifej, 
are unchangeable and eternal/ The Lord is faithful 
nt>ho Jhall Jictblijb you and keep you from the deftruc- 
tive po^^er of every evil : and he has declared, that 
he noiil not f tiff LK his faithfuhufi to .faih Yea, He 
h^th fwoYuby his holitufs^ by the glory of all his 
pcrfcdions, that he will be faithful to Iiis covenant 
;. -. and 
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and promifes,re{pe£i:ing Chrift and bis chofeofecd** 
So thati if there be itnmutabiUty in the .purpoi^ of 
God i if any ftabilitjr in his covenant } if any fiieiky 
in his promifes, the true believer fliaU certainly, per- 
fcverc.^Rejoicc, then, ye feeble followers of the 
Lamb. The ba(is of your confidence and confola- 
tion is firm and ilrong. Stronger than all the troU'* 
bles of life » ftronger than all the fears of deaM)-; 
and ftronger than all the terrors of approaching 
judgment. Why (hould not you difmifs every fla^ 
vilh apprehenfion, when the God of power, of truth, 
and of grace, has made fuch ample provifion for your 
deliverance from every evil you had any reafon to 
fear ; and to the enjoyment of every bleffing you 
ought to defirc, whether in this or a future ^-orld ? 
The inerit of the redeemer's blood, his intcrcejfion 
foT his people, and his umou with them^ ftrongly ar- 
gue their final prcfervatipn, and heighten their af- 
lurancesof it. — Tie merit of hu blwid* ^ For, is it 
probable that He who fo loved thcmi ^ ^^ give his 
life a ranfom for them ; that He who fuffcred fuch 
tortures of body and horrors of foul in their ftead ; 
tliat He who drank the very^ dregs of the c«p \>f 
wrath, on purpofe that joy and biifs might be their 
portion for ever — is it probable, I fay, that he fiiould 
ever fufFer thofc who are in tlie .moft emphaticai 
fcnfe his peadiar^ his purcha/ed people, and his own 
property, to be taken from him by craft or power, 
and that by the moft abhorred of beings and his 
greateft enemy ? Such a fuppofition is very abfurd* 
Such an event would be highly injurious to the Sa- 
viour's character. What, will not He who under- 
went fo much for them in the garden and on the 
crofs I who bore the curfe and fufFeredthe pains of 
* * % TheflT. iii. 3, Pfel. Ixxxix. 33, 34,35. 
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tell 5ii thek ftead, fvcn wliHc they wefc cticmics ; 
prdttA them |iOW they arc became^ by conterting 
grace, hii firicnds ? Why was he wiiling to be at 
fuch im aiha^ingexpeiicc in thehr purchafc, if, after 
alii Re petiiiit their avowed enemy to rtiake them 
hit erfy pi^ey ? That be far from hhn ! The thought 
fee fiir from us ! No ; wliilc there is coilipaffiou in 
his heartiefr power in bis hand ; while hh name is 
J£SU£$,' and His work falvatidn j he nltift fet of the 
ttdvml of' his ftmlj and be complctclj /at isfiea. It 
cannot be that oncTonl for ^4iom hb gave his life 
and fpilt his blood ; whofc fms he bore and whofe 
ctirfe he fuftained, fhoUld eii«r finally perlfh. For 
if that TJtrere the cafe, divine juftice, after having ex- 
a3:ed and received fatisfa£tion at the hand of the 
the Surety, would ibake a demand on the principal ; 
in other words, would require double payment, — 
Befides,* the fjfithfWneft of Chfift ta his engage* 
irients is gfeatljr intei-efted in the cvcrlaftiilg happi- 
nefsof ail h}$ rtfdcciried^ For We cannot forget 
who it is that ftysF ; / taitte doivtifrom heaven^ not ti 
do nttnf oidn ^vill^ ffiit the tviU of Him that Jeitt nie. 
jfndthis is ihe Fatbn^s nvUl ii)hich hath f eta me^ that 
of all nvhicb He hdth pvch we, I SHOULD lose no- 
THING, hutjhotifd raifi it up ag/iin at the lajl drry. 
Now if Jefus, to tchom the elefl were gr-zcn, nni 
by whom they mere redeemed, became refponfible 
for them to the Father at the laft day, as his own 
declaffltions import ; were he not fully to execute 
the divine will, ifi raifmg up all that were commit- 
ted to his care, he Wotild (I fpeak it with reverence) 
fail in the performance of his own engagement"-r 
Confcquently, either his power, or his faithfuhiefs; 
would be impeached : a fuppofitlon of which is ab-p 
furd, and the aflcrtiou blafphemy* 
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The uttercfjlfim of Ghri{L for, his peopk^t ia dtf 
heavenly fan£tuary» afibrds aaodier evidence x^ tbo 
glorious truth. This interceffioci ia iboadcd on his 
pexfed atonexnetit for all their fins ; and it is a 6xm 
foundation for that purpofe. So that, notwithftand- 
ing all the accufatiens of Satan lodged againft them $ 
notwithftanding all their i^'^aknefs and all thejr ua- 
\vorthinefs \ the interceflion of Jefus the Son €»f 
Ood, of Jefus Chrift the righteoust mu(i afford 
them the higheil fecurity. . For tbelr Redeemer M 
Jirongi the Lord ef bojls is hlf name^ bejhall tborouglh* 
ly plead their caufe. And as every bdiever is inter 
refted in this interceflion, fo Jefus, the advocate, is 
never denied in his fuit*, H^s plea is always viarhdf 
and always efFe^oal to the end intended : which is^ 
as he exprefly \x\ioxm& \x%^ that thtir faith fail nat # 
and, that theV triay he /nji^vid from deftrailive 
evilj. — Our aicended Redeemer is not, in this part 
of his mediatorial uudertakingi like a mere petiti^ 
oner, who may or may not fiiccecd ; for, to all the 
bleffings he folicits on their behalf, he»has a previous 
righti He can claim, thenl, in virtue of the pro- 
m'Tfe made to him and his fpiritixal feed, having, as 
their fubftitutc, fully performed ^Jie conditions of 
the everla fling covenant* Ves, balie^ver, the com* 
paOion of Him who bled on the crofs, and the pow-* 
er of Plim.who pleads on the riirorie, ^^fceftwn your 
final felicity* . • .' 

That ineffable union which fub(ifts between 
Chrifl and his people, involves the truth for which 
I am pleading, and clearly evinces the important 
point. For as every believer is a member of that 
inyftical body of which He is the head j fp, while 

* John xvii. 10. and xi. 42. tX-ukfc xjtii. 31* John xvU. tt, 

there 
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^Cf6-is»life mtlie 4iead, the iricmbers fhall neve? 
die, nekheir'by thtf wiles of crtiftj not the aflaulu 
of f ou'er. For fie who rulfes o^er ilf, with an un* 
remiting regard to the church, declares poncernjng 
hi^ people J *Becdufe J live, ye /ball live alfo. * His 
life, as Mediator, is the caufe and fupport of theirs; 
and they ^re thefulnefs and glory of Him mob^filkth 
all in aU'*, — As it* iswritien, Cbri^ is ouir life-^ 
Tour Hfe is hid nviih Chrift in Q9(t%. Your' life \l 
&i;' like "^therhoft valuable trcafure in ^ fecret 
plaee, With Chriji ; comoritted to lii$ guardian^ 
ihip,^ and lodge4 under his care| who* is able to kecg 
that which is intruil.d to fai^ hands. Irt God i the 
bofom of the Ain^ighty is the facfcd repofitoiry iii 
which the jewel is (afely'kcpt. Cheeriftg thought ! 
J'or Jefusy th* guardian, will pcver be bribed to de-» 
liver upfhi|» charge to the pow^rof an enemy ; nor 
fiiali any facrili^ious hand ever be able, by fecret 
fraud or open violence, to rifle the cajket where Je- 
hovah* lays up his jewels^. The life of belicvetis isi 
hound up in the bundle of life luith the Lord their 
GW<$; and^ the bond of that union fhall never be 
broken, the nayfterious connexion Ihall never be 
dt€olvicd. • For he that is joined to the Lord is one Spi-^ 
Mt-mith him; and, therefore, abfolntcly infeparar 

bicn^ ' » • ■ _ 

-il'Fhe indwelling of the Holy Spirit in b^Hevcrs^ 
furmihes them with another cogent argun^ent ' irf 
pvoof of die joyful truth. He is irt t/jem a nvell of 
isving water, Jprin^ing up unt9 ever'fa/iing life* As 
a guide and a comforter. He is given tp ab^de vfith 
ihttnjjrevcr. His deiign, in regeneration,' is theit^ 
con^^iete boiiHt|s and ^verlaAtug bappinefs., His 

* £pfc. i? ?ji. »3. % Coj, .yiit. 13. If CoL iii. %^ 4^ 

I itial. iii. 27. \ L^am. kxv. t^. | t Cor. vi. 17. 
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gracious purpofc» in taking up his reG<kncc in thmf^ 
ia to fit them for (ubKmer enjoyments y to (ecure 
their psrfcvcrancc i to guar4 them through life, 
and conduct them to j;^ory* By Inip they are ftaU 
id /J tbi di^ ^ redtmption : and )ie b tie earne^ (^ 
their inheritance • Now as an e;irne{l 13 part ot the 
whole, and is given in ;>ffurance of enjoying the 
whole \ and as the Uoly Spirit i» c^led the e^neil 
of our everlafting inheritance ; the wprds muit 
Import the utniolt certainty of our future btifs^ if 

G^Jed of tlus earneil. Otherwife, which would 
ibocking to afErm, it mud be efteem^ prepa-* 
?iouS| as not anfwering. the end for which it wa» 
given. 

The wt>rd and ordinances of God, on which it is 
both the duty and privilege of believerf to attend, 
happily fubferve the great de(ign. By thefe» as 
through the livhole, the great Agent of the coweaant 
works in a way fuit^ d to the nature of ^ rational be^ 
ing* For though the faints are kept by the invincif 
ble p9%ifer of Qod i yet not by means pif^rely phyfical 
but through faith. Whatever, therefore, ift adapted 
to inpreafi: and confirm our faith in the great Re* 
deemer, at thp f^me time tends to our prefenration* 
This tlie word^ and ordinances do.r— In th^ divine 
word, beUevers have many great and precious pro* 
mifes to encourage them \ many exhortations to di- 
rect and animate them in the performanoe of duty; 
many warnings giveni and dangers pointed out, to 
deter them from evil \ many examples of fufFcring 
patience and vi^orious faith, for tlieir imitation, 
comfort, and fupport, whenever they come into fi- 
milar circumiUnces ; .and many glenoids things af^ 
firmed, concerning that inheritance which God has 
proridcd for them, in order to raife Chcir afFcdions 
■»''•••-' ^ t^ 
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tohiiJiyenly thhigs, and to invigorate their hope of 
cternjal blefTednefs \ all which are adapted to pro- 
mote their edification, and to prefer ve them in the 
way of peace. The ordinanca of God in general^ 
which are compared to grefen paftures, in which 
. the flieep of Chrift delight both to feed and reft* ; 
being adapted to nourifli their fouU, and to increafp 
-the, vigour of- their fpiritual life, mutt be happily 
cpoduciye to their * prefervation. By a fuitable at- 

. .tendance on:divine iuftitutions, believers have their 
faith confirmed, their holinefs advanced, and their 
hope bright$ned» In them they have the bread of 
God difpenfed, by which they are nouriihed up 
to life eternal. On thofe appointments ofhea- 

. ven, therefore, it is their duty and their blefllng to 
attend : nor can they, withpjjit the higheft prc- 
fumption, ^ expeci prefervatipn in the faith, wjiilc 
tliey neglect thefe falutary means. l^Ior.are the 
divine chajlifcmeuif withaut their ufe,.i.u this.ref- 
pe£i. For the children of God are chaft^ned of their 
Father, thai tkey inight not be condemned wih the 

On. the i^hplp, then> we h;iv^ thc^utmoft reafon 

t,o concl}i4e wi;tht*^ul, tftat jirherever God begins a 

goo4 workyhe .^ill ceijtajnly perform jt^ until ihti da^ 

-of Jefui ChriJ. jTqj!; I^e that formed iic uuiverfq, 

.is;no^ {vfh^df} ipconfiderate;* builder,^ as to lay'th^c 

.' foundatipn of a finner's complete happinefs in hjs 

. Qwji etern^jl 'piiri)o4je,^..and in the blood pf his only 

. Son, and tlie;a ^^ve h^a work unfinifhed. No : it 

ilwUnever l)^^a.id by bis infernal en^mies^ * Jierc 

'^«. Q?ic^-lpved,;?:cc^qm^^d^/f5^e^^te^^ ?^id',4erign- 
I . Z ed 
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< ed to hare iavcd thefc wretched fouls. But -htt 

< love abated; his purpofe altered ; or, which is more 

< to our honour and hi^ difappointment, we have 

< rendered h|s plan of operation abortive : and now 

< we torment, with a vengeance, myriads that vox 
* once high in Jehovah's favour, and numbered a- 
'< mong his children.' But, though this be the 
confequence of the oppofite do£hrine, Lucifer 
himfelf, widi all his pride and enmity, will never 
entertain fuch'a thought, nor thus blafpheme his 
Maker. 

The following quotation may fervc to exhibit, in 
d compendious view, the f«4>ftanceof the foregoing 
paragraphs. < Since we ftand not, like Adam, up- 
on our own bottom \ but are branches of fuch a 
vine as never vntbers ; members of fuch a head 
as never dies \ (harers in fuch a Spirit as cleanf- 
eth, healeth, and purifieth the heart ; partakers 
of fuch promtfesas are fealed with the oath of 
God-*iSince we Kve, not by our own life, but by 
the life of Chrift | are not led pr ^ed by our 
own fpirit, but by die Spirit of Chrift ; do not ob- 
tain mercy bv our ovim prayers, but by the inter- 
cei&on of Chrift | ftand not reconctfed to God 
by our own endeavours, but by the propitiation i 
wrought by Chrift \ who }ovfd us when we were | 
enemies and in our blood \ who is both willing - 
and aUe to^fave to the uttermoft, and to pre- 
ferve his own merpaes. in us ) to wl^ofc office 
k belongs, to take order that none in^ are 
given unto him be loft-Hxndoubtedlvi that life 
qf Chrift in us, whid^ \% thus iinderproi4>^i 
though it ht not privieged from temputions» 
no, not from backflidmgs, yet it is an abiding life. 
He who raifed our foul firoui deacb| wi}l either 

prcfervc 
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« prc&rve our ftet from falCogs or, if we do fall, 
V will heal our backlDdinga and will iave tts free* 

• ly.** 

Some, perhapit may be ready to obje^ : « If the 
« prefervatioa of believers depend upon God, in the 

* manner aflerted ; they have no occafion to be at 
« aH careful how they live* No great harm can befal 
< them, for they are certain of being finally fafe/ In 
anfwer to which I (hall only obterve ; That the 
ilrength of this objeAion was long fince tried, by 
Satan^ upon our Lord himiclf. But as it appeared 
of no force to Him, though the tempter propofed it 
as the neceflary confequence of thofjc promifes made 
by the Father to Chrift^ as man and mediator, re* 
fpe^ing his prcfervation ; fo it appears to have as 
little in the prefent cafe. The major proportion in 
the devil's argument was ; If thou art the Son of 
God, his angels will certainly preferve thee : thou 
canft not l^ injured. And his conclufion was; 
Therefore, without any danger, thou mayeft caft 
thyfelf down from this eminence. So, in the pre- 
fent cafe, the argument contained in the objection, 
is ; If you be a child of Qo\ and in union with 
Chrift, your perfeverancc muft be certain. For, be- 
ing the charge of Oxiuiipotence, it is impoflible you 
ifaould finally fall. Therefore, you may fafely bid 
adieu to all circumfpe^iion. You need not fear 
fin, or Its confequence$ *, nor is there any occafion 
to be folicitous about walking with God iathe ways 
of holinefs. But as our iXrd, who had not tlie 
lead doubt of the fpectal care of his Father over 
him, rejefled Satan's propofal with the utmoft ab- 
horrence \ knowing it was a temptatioh to evil, 
and that the argument uftd to enforce it was an 

♦ Bp. R&YNOLD*s Wwks^ p. X73, 174. 
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abufe of the TcriptGre' f fb flie "believer, tliougli ful- 
ly perfuadcd'that graCcVcigrj^tn' tfvetjr part of fal- 
vation :^ and though it ftrongly appear^ in thatfp'e- 
cial care of God, which is'llic^ffantlv exercifed over 
him in his pcrfevefanc?e'^tt) ^c'terrialWe; yet he is 
well convincetr, that hg muft' not'coi^tmue in fin 
^7X grace may ahouhd. On every' ftich fuggeftioti, 
therefore, he will from his heart fay V God forbid ! — 
Befides, there arc many important ptirpotes anfwer- 
ed, by walking in the waysof obcdiencre, refpefting- 
the chriftian hi'mfelf, hi^ rfdghboTir; and his God;* 
which, having becii* coftfidered already, I Ihall not 
here particularly mention. 

Nor can it, with any propriety, he obje£fed againft 
the do£lrine for which I am pleading s • That the 
* ' faints arc exlwrted to pray for the continual aids of 

* grace •, for divine fupport, in times of trial ; and 
« for protc£lion againft tVieireifehi its/' as iiP it argued 
their ftate uncertain, 'with Vefetfnce to th^ finale- 
vent. For Chrift, ivho was *abfohitcIy fure of hap- 
piriefs, nor could pofllbly failof enjoying the reward 
that was promifed to hirii, as Mediator.; or come 
fhort of poflefling that glory which he had with the 
Father before the world was ; yet prayed for it 
with as much fervour as any. faint, can poiEbly do' 
for the moft defifable bleffing*. A nofcle example * 
this, of the alfuranjce of 'faith, refpe£ling our eternal 
ftate •, and of an unreferved reliance on the divmc 
promifes, 6'eing perfedly con fiftent with 6arrieft md * 
conftaiit prayer for the fulfilment of th^m ! — Be- ^ 
fides, whoever dares to aft on the principle of this * 
objeftlon, lias no reafon to confider hlmfelf as a \ 

' • • ' > • s 

* John xvil: 1/$.' ComJ»afe t Sa:m.'xil. 17, iS --t^/^'DsK ^ 
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chriilian ; but rather, as dead, in fin, and in the 
broad way to final ruin. 

But notwithftanding the Lord has promifcd that 
his people ihafh never pcritli ; yet*, as be has nowhere 
engaged that they flrall not fallinto fin, and as mo- 
ral evil Is provoking to the eyes pfhi's hblihefs ; they 
are bound to ufe the utmoft caution left^'by difobc- 
dience, they move him to ufe the fcourge. Tor the 
frowns; of a father v^ill be hard to bear'*, as their. 
fpiritual peace and joyful communi<3n with hini will 
be much interrupted, by fuch difobcdiehcc and chaf- 
tifement for it. The children of God, wten care- 
lefs in their walk and guiify of backHiding, have fe- 
verely fmarted under his' corrfc£ting hand/ The for- 
rowful confeffions and bitter complaints of David, 
after his fcandalous intrigue with Uriah's wife, arc 
a (landing inconteftible proof of this bbfervation/ 
Their perfuafion ofinterelt in the everlaftlng cove- 
nant has been terribly {liak<in, if not loft for a fea- 
fon, fo as to wound their hearts \vith*keenefl an- 
guifli; till, after many prayers and great, \tatchful- 
nefs, th^y have been again indulged with 'the fmiles 
of Jehovah's countenance, and with the joys of his 
falvation*. The remembrance of this, anda cou- 
Cderation how God the Father and hii incarnate 
Son are difhououred, the Holy Spirit grkved, the 
glorious gofpel reproached, weak'^believers offended, 
and the hands of the wicked ftrcngthened, by the 
carelefs conduft of chriftian profeffbrs ; afFor4 
a fufficient reafon for thofe multiplied cautions, 
which' are given to the difciplcs of Chrift in the 
book of God, that they indulge not any criminal 
pailion in tlie leaft degree \ without fuppofing, 
that their final happiaefs depends on the.fteadlr*efs 

* Pfai. li. 8, It. an<LIxxxix. 30, 31, 3a. 
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of tlicir walk» or on the goodnefs of their converia- 
tion. For our perfevcrance in faith and holmefs 
depends on the excellency of our (late ; as being in 
covenant with God, his adopted children, and die 
members of Chrifti not upon our obedience and 
endeavours. 

Hence you may learn, bcUever, that as the ene- 
mies of ymr foul are inYeterate, fubttle, and power- 
ful, and your fpiritual frames incoiiftant \ it is 
highly neceflary you ihould live under a continual 
remembrance ofthefe awakening confiderations. 
What more advifable, what fo ricccffary for you, as 
to walk circumfpcQly ; to watch and pray, left you 
enter into temptation ? Afcnfeof your own wcak- 
n<f^ and infumciency, ihould ever abide on your 
imnd a9d appear in your condu£):. As the corrupt 
tion of joatiflfe is an enemy that is always near you, 
and al^rays in you, while on earth ; and as it is very 
ftrongly difpofed to fecond every temptation from 
without i you ihould hetp your heart with all dili- 
genee. Watch, diligtntly watch, pver all its imagi- 
<nations, motions, and tendencies. Condder whence 
they arife and to what they incline, before you exe- 
cute any of the purpofes formed in it. For fuch is 
the fuperlative deccitfulncfs of the human heart, that 
Ije who trujkih it is nfo^l* ; ignorant of his danger, 
and unmindful of his beft interefts. This confide- 
ratipn fhould caufe every child of God to bend the 
fuppliant knee, with the utmoft frequency, humjlity, 
and fcrvoiir : to live, as it were, at the throne of 
grace ; nor depart thence till far from the reach of 
danger. Certain it is, that the more we fee of the 
ilrcngth of our adverfaries, and of the danger'we arp 
in from them j the more (hall we exercifeourfelveis 
♦ ProT. kxviii. a^. Jcr. xvii. p. ProV: ix. 23. 

in 
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la fervent prajrer. Can yott| O chriftian, be coot 
and iudifferent^ be dull andcareleft, when the world » 
the fleflif and the'deril, are your implacable and un» 
wearied oppofers I Darie yoo indulge yourfelf in 
carnal dd^hts^ or in a flothful profeffion, while the 
enemies of your peace aiid falvation are ever zGtwt 
and bufy in feektng to compafs your fall^ your dif- 
gracci and if pollibte your eternal ruin i Awake tbom 
that fiiepejtl Miftakc not riie field of battle for a 
bed of reft. Be/oher » bewgUant. 

Arethere^ notwithftanding the believer*s weak- 
nefs and the power of hit eiieniiesi fuch ftrong af- 
furances given of hi» perfeverancCf complete vic- 
tory and final happinefa i then, though with fear 
and trembling he (hould oftoi refie£l on his own 
infuffictencyt he may rely on a faithful God, as his 
unerring guide and invincible guard, with cdn« 
fidence and joy. The remembrance of that, will 
be a conftant motive to humility and watchfulnefs. 
The eircrcife of this, will maintain peace and con- 
{blation of foul ; will be an inexhauftible fource of 
praxfe, in fpitc of all the attempts of inveterate ma- 
lice in his moft enraged foes. For the Almighty 
fays, Fear not : I am thyjbield^ for ever to dctend 
thee ; and thy exceeding great rttvard, to render 
thee completely happy. While tie eternal God is 
bis refuge^ and everlajling arms his fupport, there is 
no occafion to fear. If God be for us, who can be 
againjl us f — ^When the gatcsof hell and the pow- 
ers of earth united affail the believer, menacing dc- 
ftrufkion to both body and foul ; then the name, the 
promifes, the oath, and the attributes of Jehovah arc 
aflrong to^er, an impregnable fortrefs : and con- 
fcious of his own inability to refift the enemy, he 
runneth into it, and isjafe from every attack, how- 
ever 
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lator could not have appeared in giving a law to out 

fpecies, if it had ne¥er» fo much as in one inftance* 

been honoured with pcrfe^i obedience by anjr in our 

tiatttre. As man was become a tranfgteflbrof the 

laWy under its curfe, and bound to fuficr eternal mi«> 

krj ; it was necefiary that he who ihottid ondertdce 

his deliverance^ by vicarious fufleringt, (hottld be 

himfelf a ntan* It would not have appeared agree* 

able, that a dtflbent nature from that which finned 

* ihould have fuflered for fin. Had it pleaied the in^ 

finite Sovereign to have faved the angels that fell» 

with reverence we may fuppofe, th?t it would have 

appeared fuitable to divine wifdom^ that their de«> 

Kverer fliould have' aflunied the Angelic nature. 

But as mani having, loft bis happinefs, was the crea- 

tore to be redeem^ ; and as humanity, having loft 

Its exceHence, was the imture to be reftored % it Was 

tiecefiary that redemption, and this reftoration, 

Ihould be efft£^ in the human nature* For as by ihg 

dy^Mience-of me 'mant many were made Jinners^ 

brought urider eohd^mnation, and liable to etetnai 

death ; even fo^ by the obedience 9f ^ne man, Jefua 

Chrift, mitft many be mei& righteous / be delivered 

from' cdhdemnation, and accepted to everlafting life. 

* It was : rieceffary alfo that the human nature of 

C%rift; in wMdh he' was to accompiiih our delive* 

ranee, (hooM be derived from the common root and 

fduntaxn of it in onAr/^rft parents. Voc it does not 

appear fuitable to anfwer the various purpoies dc«> 

fignedby the afTumptioiiof out nature, that it fhould 

bfe created immediately out of nothing j nor yet that 

his body fhould beformfed out of the duft, like that 

of the firft man,' Bei^iufifjOn that fuppofition, there 

would not have bcenatiyfuch'altance between him 

"•^ usi as*to lay a foundatifi^ for our hope of falva* 






fnpiHE,perfon f)f Chrift, confttierj;d.,ui cpiKiec- 
1 i . tioil .with hU work^jsa^cppjoij^jaiui exalted. 
fubjtA;; infinitely defcrvicg o«f nnQft.^ttcmiye re-* 
gardi.: For hi^perfon ig ^ignificd^with every ex- 
cellency |' divine aod human j ami- his work includes 
every requifite for the complete folyatioii; ofoiirj 
guilty fouls^ { 

The conftitmion of our ^IcBjator's wofider/ul,. 
perfcn T^ras-arteflb£k.ofJnfiftke,'U'i(iiom^ ai^ ftP^^i-'i 
nifeilation of bouiidlefs. griiee* ^^Xh^ .^yp^fl^V^^^ 
unioTi of hi^ diviife and haiffiail n^tfir^i^ if ^ )[a(^ ol^« 
tbe^iaft. iinport^nec to our hope pi etcrna} J^tp-*^ 
pincfs;- For, *by the perfop-a! .uQiofi .of^thefc.t\yp^; 
natures, he n rendered cap|i^l£ of p^rforiliiing^ 
the work of a-Medialtor b^^^vifeen./.CiQd^japil npanrf, 
If, he had not poflefled^afifature/jaferior ^othat^ 
-sttbichi. id divine^ he. <P^ - ndith^r '^smo^ pcr£pcjn* 
ed' tlie obedknee.rTei}u#9e^j 'nt;r.hav« ./ii%rcdj 
tie*.. penalty threatened . .by the, holy , ^hw. f both, 
^vdlhich were abColutely Aecefi'^fy ii$>.t^^vaUQD. c^. 
finners* .• - • . ^ >i -/;.: . t •; .. ;»'.. -...<' .. 

i NorJ^R-as.it fuftcient' merely to aSwme a created 
nature ; for it was to be that >^hic}^ is common to 
men. The law beinggive^i to ntaa;!^ ;thc qbe,dienco 
re<;[^xred fey it, us tb^T wndWftH tf li^c> waSj^to be 
performed by man^a rdal; tiiQjagh ^jpii^^^ man. Bjc* 
CRUie the wifiWin.fti^ t^\^lM. tl^eXupr^i^f Lcgif-^ 

ii\\: . "' ' ' htor* 
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^artook/in any tncafurc, of that pollution whicli^ 
ii nee the fall, is hereditaify to us ; it would have 
"been deftitute of the holy image of God, as we are 
prio^ to regeneration : and, confequently, he would 
iave been rendered incapable of making the ieaft 
atonement for us, He who is himfelf finful, can- 
not (titisfy divine juftice oh the behalf of another^ 
becaufe, by one officn'p^,!ie forfeits his own foul. — 
Here, then^ xht adofatle wlfdom of God appeariin 
its Viobcd glot^.'^ JFor though it was^ ncceffary our 
iiiirety ihoutd i:^ >(nan, «nd the- feed of a woman ^ 
yet he ii'as'^^iJem^tived '\W fuph a manner as to be 
entirety without (kif -Yesitjefus^ though bom of 
a woman, "Wiieabfohitely fi^e from the guilt of the 
firft tranfgyeffion, and from every degree of that de- 
pravity«>^hich 13 eommoo to all the offspring of 
Adam. The^^rfett putity of our Mediator's hu- 
manity,' bejhg an article of the laft importance to 
odr falvation i is fiiequcmly and ftrongly afTertedin 
the facred writings. The complete reftitude of 
his hearf, aiid the uiifpoYted fanfllty of- his life, are 
there displayed in lively colours. 

A little to explain afld illuftrate this momentous 
truth, it may be of ufetp Confider ; How it is that 
ye, who are the natural defcendants of Adam, bcr 
came guilty through the ftrfttranfgreffion, and are 
made partakers (rf ' a depraved nature. As to guilt 
by the firft ofrence, it may be . obfervcd ; That the 
whole humiin' namre fubfifted irj our original parents 
when tt was committed ; and that Adam wastour 
public repTefeftfative.\ Herice it ls''th«tt his offehce 
became 'the fin -(jf ius*>ll ; is juftly Inlputed a44d charged 
\xipionH^i^h'hhH, a8<)^V-c^mm6n'repreteiUative^ w> 
<^i^Jtnmd^^ Such.bping pur n.atpral ft^ite, as th? de-. 
fccndants of aii apoffate head,*' we Jifffly'/oe^r ^j^at 
-•'■ 1 humbling 
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tumbling and awful charafber ; Children oi 
MTRATH, By NATURE. — But Adam was not a fede- 
ral head to Chrift. The Lord from heaven was nei- 
ther included in him, nor reprcfented by him. 'He 
'vsras not included in him. For the blefled Jefus was 
conceived in a way entirely fupernatural, and bom 
of a virgin. He was not born in virtue of thofe 
prolific words, by which the great Creator blefled 
the connubial ftate before the fall, ' Increafe and muU 
ttpty s but in virtue of a gracious promife^ made after 
the fall, when Adam ceafed to be any longer a 
public perfon.— He was not repreferited by him^ 
For our grand progenitor was the reprefentative of 
none but his natural offspring. The holy Jefus, 
therefore, not being naturally defcended from him, 
could not be reprefented by him. It appears, indeed, 
highly incongruous for us to imagine, that he who 
was of the earthy earthy^ fhould be the reprefentative 
of him who is the Lord from heaven ; of him who 
is, in all refpefts, his Great Superior. It couldnot 
be, that One who is the Son of God, as well as the 
Seed of a woman, (hould acknowledge Adam for his 
federal head. Our Lord therefore had no concern in 
his guilt, as a defcendant from him ; which is the 
cafe of all his natural pofterity. The promifed Seed 
not being included in that covenant under which 
the firft human pair ftood» could not be chargeable 
with any part of that guilt which attended the vio- 
lation of it. Original guilt becomes ours in virtue 
of Adam's relation to us, as our public reprcfcn* 
tative ; and hence it is imputed to us by a righteous 
God. For if we had not been fome way involved 
in the firft tranfgreffion, before it was im|)uted to us,, 
it could not juftly have been charged upon us. Be-* 
caufe it is not the imputation of Adam's offence that 
A a makes 
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makes it ours ; but, h&lfig legally ours^ in confequenc^ 
I ^ of our natural and federal relation to him^, \% is luftl v 

[ imputed to us. 

Nor could the Lord Redeemer be liable to the ne- 

ceflary confequence of Adam's offence \ that is, a 

difravation of nature. This immediately followed, 

as the natural effeft of his ftrft tranfgreffion^ whicK 

I tranfgrcffion being committed by him as our reprcr 

J fentative, is leg?illy ours \ and nepce we (hare with 

f^ him in its natural and awful efie£ts. In other wordS| 

f we derive a corrupt nature frpm him, becaufe wc 

y vfctt guilty with him* Nor was the iinputation of 

his offence to us, the caufe of this woful effe^ \ 

but his offence being legally ours, prior to that im- 

> putation. . But as Chrift was not concerned with . 
'{ him in original guilt, having no relation to hini as a 

(federal head > the natural confequence of that guilt 
^ could not take place in Him, as it does in us^ being 

J reprefented by A^am and defcended from him ac- 

J cording to the common courfe ofnature.r— Thus was 

the hum^n nature' of Jefus Chrift entirely free from 
L all contamination : and thus that holy things which 

[ was formed in the womb of the virgin, by the ppw« 

j er of the Moft High, was cohftituted the fecond 

t Adam, in pppofition'tQ the (irft. This produilion 

> of thehtiman nature pf our glorious Immanue!^ 
being in a way fupernatural and divine, is cal- 
led the creathnofa new thing in the earth* » Thus 
Chrift became a partaker of the nature which 
had Cnned| fvidiout the leaft finfulnels, of that na« 
ture. 

It was'ab^lutely nepeflary alio, that our Mediator 
apd Surety (iicJuld be God as well as man. For a| 
lie could neither have obeyed, nor fuffercd^ if he 

* Jet. Miad, «3. 

had 
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had r\ot po^fled a created nature ; fo had he been 
a mere man, however immaculate^ he could not 
have redeemed one fouL Nay^ though he had pof- 
fefled the higheft poiBble created excellencies^ they 
%ould not have been fufficient ; becaufe he would 
ftill have been a dependent being. For as it is cfien- 
tial to Deitv, to be underived and fclf»exiftent ^ fo 
St is eflential to a Creature^ to be derived atui depen- 
dent* The loftiefl feraph that fings in glory is as 
really dependent on God, every moment of his exi(t- 
ence, as the meaneft worm that crawls. In this ref- 
]>e£l^ an angel and an tnfe£b arc on a level. — Every 
intelligent creature, therefore, whether human or 
angelic, having received cxiftenceTrom the Almigh- 
ty^ and being continually dependent on him, as the 
aU^producing, all-fupporting firft caufe ; muft be 
obliged to perpetual obedience, by virtue of that re- 
lation in which he (lands to God, as his Maker and 
Frcferver. It is highly abfurd to fuppofe it pofllbte 
for any creature to fupererogate, or to do more in a 
way of obedience to Him from whom his all was 
teceived, than he is under the ftrongeft obligations 
to perform, in confequence of his abfolutc and uni- 
verfal dependence. But whatever is previoufly due 
from any one, on his own account, cannot be trans- 
ferred to another, without rendering the firft devoid 
of that obedience which it is abfolutely neceflary for 
him to have. Univerfal obedience in every poffi- 
ble inftance, is fo necefiary in a rational creature, as 
fuch, being dependent on God and created for hia 
glory; that the omifiion of it, in any degree, 
would not only be criminal, but expofe to everlading 
ruin. 

The righteoufnefs therefore of a mere creature^ 
however highly exalted, could not have been accept- 
ed 
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cd by the Great Supremef as any compeiiCadon (ot 
onr difobedience. Becaufe whoever underukes to 
perform a vicarious rightcoufnefs, muft be one who 
\ is not obliged to obedience on his own account. Con-» 

fequentlyi our Surety muft be a Divine Perfon j 
^ for every mere creature is under indifjpcnfible obli* 

» gations to pcrfcft and perpetual obedience. — ^Nowj 

asour. fituation required, fo the gofpel reveals, a 
^ Mediator and Subftitute thus exalted and glorious. 

i For Jefus is defcribcd as a Divme Perfon,as one who 

j! could, without any arrogance, or the leaft difloyalty^ 

I; claim independence ; and^ when thus confidered;^ 

16 he appears fit for the talk. But of fuch an One we 

^ could have had no idea, without that diftin£tion o£ 

Perfons in the Godhead which the fcripturcs reveal. 
Agreeably to this diftinAion, we behold the rights o£ 
Deity ailerted and vindicated,~Mrith infinite majefty, 
and autliprity, in the perfon of the Father ; while 
we view every divine perfection difplayed and Jio-» 
noure(],.in.the moft illuilrious manner, by the amax-* 
ing coiidefcenfion of the eternal &on, — By the hu- 
miliation of Him who, in his loweft ft ate of fubjec- 
tion, could claim an equality with God. — Such be- 
ing the dignity of our wonderful Sponfor, it wa& 
by his own voluntary condefcenfion that he became 
incarnate, and took upon him the form of afefvant. By 
the fame free a£t of his will he was made under 
theldauy to perform that obedience in our ftead, 
to which, as a Divine Perfoa, he was no way 
obliged. 

The neceffity there was that our Surety (hould be 
a Divine Perfon might be further proved, by con- 
fidering the infinite evil there is in fin. That fia is 
pn infinite evil, appears from hence. Every crime 
is more or lefs heinous, in proportion as we are im- 

der 
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der obligations to the contrary. For the criminali- 
ty of any difpofition, or aftiipnyConfifts in a contra^ 
triety to ivhat tve ought to pojjefsy or perform* If 
therefore we hate,difobey, or difhonour any perfon ; 
the fin is always proportional to the obligations we 
are under to love^ to honour, and to obey hint. Now, 
the obligations we are under to love, to honour, and 
to obey any perfon, are in proportion to his loveli- 
nefs, his dignity, and his authority. Of this none 
can doubt. — If then infinite beauty, dignity, and au- 
tliority belong to the immenfely glorious God ; we 
mud be under equal obligations to lovei to honour, 
and to obey him ; and a contrary condufl muft be 
infinitely criminal. Sin therefore is a violation of 
infinite obligation to duty -, confequently, an un- 
Kmited evil, and deferving of infinite punifhment. 
Such being the nature of our ofiences, and of the 
aggravations attending them; we ftand in abfo- 
lute need of a furety, the , worth of whofe ©bcdi* 
ence and fufFerings ihould be equal to the un-. 
tvOrthinefs of our perfons, and to the demerit of 
our difobedicnce.— If, to the evil there is in eve- 
ry fin, we take into confideration the vail number 
of finners that were to be redeemed ; the countlefa. 
millions of enormous^imcs that were to be expi-; 
ated ; and the infinite weight of divine wrath th^t , 
was to be fuilained ; all which were to be com- 
pleted in a limited and (hort time, in order to recon- 
cile man to God, and to tS^Qt his eternal falvation ; 
we fliall have ftill ftronger evidence in proof of the 
point. 

Were a defence of the proper Deity of Chrift my 
intention, the fcriptures would furnifh me with am- 
ple matter and abundant evidence in favour of the 
capiul truth. For the names that he bears, the per- 
A a 3 fedions 
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icdtions afcribed to him, the works he has done^ and 
the honours he has received, loudly proclaim his 
£t£rnal Divinity. But I wave the attempt, and 
proceed to obfervc. 

That it was nece0ary our Suretv Ihould be God 
and vMfi^ in unity of perfon* This necefBty ai ifes 
from the nature of hb work \ ^hich is that of a 
mediator between God, the offended fovereign, and 
man, the offending fubje^. . If he bad not been a 
partaker of the divine nature, he could not have 
been qualified to treat with God ; if not of the 
human, he would not have been fitted to treat with 
man* Deity alone, was too high to treat with man ; 
humanity alone, was too low to treat with God. 
The eternal Son therefore aiTumed our nature, that 
he might become a middle perfon 5 and fo be ren- 
dered capable of laying his hands upon hpih*^ and of 
bringing them into a ftatc of perfefl friendfhip. He 
could not have been a mediator^ in regard to his of- 
fice, if he had not been a middle-perfon, in refpeft 
cf his natures.— Such is the conftitjition of his won- 
derful perfon ; and hence he is called Immanuel, 
God with us 9 or in out nature. 

The perfefl performance of allhisoffices, as prieft, 
prophet, and king, requires this union of the divine, 
to the human nature.— As a Prieji. For it was, 
neceffary \i^^o\3\t\Avt jfomething to offer ; that he 
fhould offer himfelf. But pure Deity could not be 
offered. It was requifite therefore that he Ihould 
be man, and taken from among men, as every other 
highpricft was. — And, had he not been God, as he 
could not have had an abfolute power over his own 
life, to lay it down and take it up at his pleafure ; 
fp the offering of the human nature, if not in union 
with the divine^ would not have made a proper 

* Job ijc 33. 

atonement 
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atonement for our tranfgrei&ons, would by no means 
have expiated that enormous load of human guilty 
for which he was to fuiFer. Nor could his death 
have been an equivalent, in the eye of eternal juf* 
tice, to that everlafting punifhment which the righ- 
teous law threatens againft fin ; which mull have 
been the finner's portion, as it is his juft dcfert, if 
fuch an admirable Sponfor had not appeared on 
his behalf. But when we confider that he who, 
fufferedy the juft for the unjuft, was a Divine Per- 
ibn incarnate, we cannot but look upon him as per- 
fe£tly able tobear the puniflimentandto perform the 
work. For as the infinite evil of fin arifes from the 
niajefty,and the excellence of Him againft whom it 
is committed ; fo the merit of our Surety's obedience 
and fufferings muft be equal to the dignity of his 
Perfon. How great, how tranfcendantly glorious 
are the perfeftions of the eternal Jehovah ! fo great, 
fo fuperlatively excellent is the .atonement of the 
dying Jefus ! 

As a Prophets For had he not been the omnifci- 
• cnt God, he could not, without a revelation, have 
known the divine will rcfpefting his people. Nor 
could he have had a perfe£t acquaintance with that 
infinite variety of cafes, in which, through every age. 
and nation, they continually need his teaching; 
Andjif he had not been man, he could not fo fa- 
miliarly, in his own perfon, have revealed the divine 
will. . 

As2iKitfg. -Forifhe ha4 not been God, he 
could not have ruled in the heart,, or have been the 
Lord of confcience ^ nor would he have been able 
to defend and provide for the church, in this imper- 
feft and militant ftate. Neither could he, in his. 
own right, have difpenfed eternal life to his follow- 
ers 
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CIS, or cvcrhftmg death to his enemies, at tie h& 
' day. And if he had not been man, he could not 
have been an head, either political or natural, of 
the fame kind with the body to which he is united, 
and over which he is placed as King in Zion. Con- 
fequently, he could not have fympathized with the 
members of his myftical body, as he evidently does. 
But as his wonderful pcrfon is dignified with 
every perfedion, divine and human \ as he pofiefies 
all the glories of Deity, and all the graces of imma* 
culate humanity ; thefe render him a mediatorcom* 
pletely amiable and fupremely glorious — an adequate 
objcft of die finner's confidence, andof thc^believer's 
joy. 

Hence it appears, that Chrift is a glorious, a dl* 
vine mediator ) a mediator that has power with God 
and with man. He muft be able therefore tofave to 
the fdttertno/Iy to all perfedlion and for ever, a// that 
come to God by him. The obedience of fuch a Sure- 
ty muft magnify the law, and render it highly venc-* 
rable ; mull have an excellence and a merit, in- 
comparably and inconceivably great. It muft be* 
of more value than the obedience of all the faints in 
the world, or of all the angels in glory. The fuf- 
ferings underwent by this heavenly Subftitute, the 
facrifice offered up by this wonderful Highprieft, 
muft be all fufEcient to expiate themoft accumulatcd- 
guilt} omnipotent to favethe moft horrid tranfgref- 
for. For his obedience is that in worth, whioh his' 
perfon is in digpity. This^ infinite, in gk>ry ; that> 
boundlefs in merit. 

As the greatnefs of an oflfencc is proportional to 
thedignityof the perfon whofe honour is invaded 
by it ; fo the value of the fatisfaftion made by the 
fuflerings of any fubftitute, muft be equal to tlic 

cxcelleace 
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CJtcetlence of the perfon fatisfying. Sin betiig coni* 
snitted againft inffnite Majefty^deferved infinite pa* 
nifhment ; the facrifice of Ghrift is of infinite worthy 
being ofFered by a perfori of infinite dignity^ It was 
the facrifice, not of a mere man, not of the higheft 
angel, but of Jesus the incarnate God j of Him 
who is the brightnefs of the Father's glory, and 
Head over all the cteation* As the infinite^ glory 
of his divifte Perfon cannot be fcpatated from his 
humanity ) fo infinite merit is neceflarily connec- 
ted with his obedience and fufJ^ringSi* In all that he 
did, and in ^11 that he underwent, he was the Sofi of 
God \ as well on the crofs, as before his incarnati- 
on ; as well when he cried. My Gods my Gcd, why 
haft thouforfalen me P as when he raifed the dead, 
and reverfed the laWs of nature* He was Jehovah'si 
Fellow when he felt the fword of juftice awake up- 
on him : he thought it no robbery to aflert an equa- 
lity with God, even when he was faftcncd to the 
bloody tree, and expired under a curfe*. — Was the 
fin for wfiich he fuffcred infinitely evil ? the Perfon 
who fatisfied is infinitely excellent. Did an infinite 
Objeft fuffer in his honour by our offences ? the 
injury is repaired by a Subje£l of infinite ex- 
cellence making an atonement for them. Our fin 
is infinite inrefpedl of the Objeft ; our facrifice i9 
infinite, in regard to the fubjedl* Jehovah conG- 
dered our Surety as the Man his fellonjDy when he 
fmote him ; and we (hould confidcr him under the 
fame exalted charaftcr when we believe on him, 
and pfead his atonement before God. — < Here isfirra 
footing, here is foJid rock/ In the divine dignity of 
tUe Redeemer's perfon, and in the confunimate 
perfedion of his work ; there is an everlafting bafis 
"^ Zecb. xiii. 7. Philip, it. ^|8« Cai.iil. 13. 

for 
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•for faith, the aflurancc of faith, the full affurancft cff 
£aith — A bails, firm as the pillars of liature *» im^ 
moveable, as the eternal throne. 
. Whereas, if, with Sbcinian§, we fuppofe that Je- 
fus had no exiftcnce before, his conception in th^ 
wonibofthe virgui, and To look upon him as i 
mere man } or if, with Arians, we imagine him to 
be a kind of fuperangelic fpirit^ united to an human 
body ; yea though we (hould complimeiit him, a^ 
fome of them have ddnej with afcribing all dtvbcf 
perfedlions to him, except eternity and ftlfexiflencei 
which is abfurdly impious i yet We rob him of pro- 
per Deity, we make hirn a dependent being, we 
reduce him to the rank of mere creatures, aiid de-^ 
prtve ourfelves of that foundation of confidence iti 
him which his trua chara£ter affords^ For w€ 
licver can perfuade oUrfelVes, thaf the fiiflfcringg of 
a mere creature^ and thofe for !b Ihort a time, couid 
be accepted by the moft high and holy God, as a 
righteous compenf^ltioh to hishw an4 juftice, iot 
the Cns of innumerable iiiillions of heil^Kleferving 
traiifgreflbrs. Hence it is, that thofe Who deny the 

flroper Deity of Chrift,cotnmonly deny that he m^dc 
atisfaftiohior fin to divine juftice. Thus far they artf 
confiftent, irid (what they aifeStobecalled) rationaL 
But they may do well to cotifider^ whether they 
themfelves be ablt to fatisfy eternal juftice ; and 
how they cah expeft admiffion into the kingdom of 
glory, by the fin-avenging God, without any fatis- 
f iftion made for their Crimes. For, certain it is, 
tha': He who governs the Univerfe is inflexibly juft, 
as well as divinely nierciful. The just God anp 
THE Savioi^r is his revealed character. As thus 
revealed, we niuft know him and trull in him, if WC 
would efcape the wrath to come. 

Here 
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'^ett let the t€34ct ajdnjirc and adore the love of 
|he eternal Father, and the condefcenfion of the di« 
vine Son. Tlse lave of the eternal FatbeTf For the 
glorious Pcrfon 4eftnl^d is the Son of God, and 
the Father's gift tp finful men. In oomparifpn with 
whomj all the ange}s and all worlds^ beftowed uipoi^ 
us for an inheritance^ would be trifling and next tp 
nothing. Bec;^ufe all created things are equally eafy 
to divine power, being only the eSefls pf the nmplc 
•will of God. 'The forn^ation of ai^ angel^ or of an 
infefjk ; of a ^thoufjind fyi^ems^ or of a thoufand 
^ains, is the fan^e thing to pmnipotence. For 
which reafqn^ ther^ ^oyXA be no comparative grcatr 
riefs in any fuch gifts. If therefore the eternal Fa- 
ther would manifeft his love to an uncommon dcr 
gree 5 if he wo^ld fo gratify his mercy, in blefling 
His oiFending creati^res, as to have an appearance of 
, doing violence Jq himfelf j it mu(J be by giving his 
only begotten Son^ who is one in nature and equal in 
glory iyith him-r-by giving hini to be their fubftitute, 
their propitiation, atid their favjour. In this view, 
how great the propriety, how ftriking die l?eauty of 
thofe apoftolic fayings ! He that fpared not his own 
Son^ but delivered him up for us all^ bowfball he not 
with him aljo freely give us all things ? God cam-^ 
fhendeth bis love toivard us^ in that while we were yet 
^nners Chrijl died for us. Here divine love ap^ 
^ pears to the utm.oft advantage ; here it Ihines in all 
jts glory. For iU rich dptxatidn i^ infinitely exceU 
lent, and the bleflednefs refuiting frpni it is confum* 
jnate and eternal.-'— TA/ condefSenfou of the divine 
Son, That He who was in the for n} of God, and 
thought it not rcbberj to be equal with O^d ; that He 
whom angels obey, that He whom feraphs adore^ 
;ind before whom they veil their faces, j as confciows 

' • " of 
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of their own comparative meannefs, or as Jazzlej 
with the blaze of his infinite glories — that He fhouM 
be made ti^fhy take uponhim the form of a fervant, 
perform obedience, and give up himfelf to the moft 
infamous death, is amassing ! But that he fhould 
furrender himfelf to die for finners, for enemies, and 
for fuch as were in aftual rebellion agajnft him^ ia 
unfpcalcably more amazing ? Thefe are dcmonftra- 
tive proofs,that the I^ord Rejeemer is as niuch fu« 
pcrior to his creatures in the riches of his grace., as 
Ke is in the depths of his wifdom, or in the works 
of his power. liet all the heavens adore him ! and 
let the children of men be' filled with wonder, and 
burn with gratitude ! For this glorious Redeemer 
is acceflible by finners ; who was defigned for fin* 
ners } and on them his power and gr^ce afc mag^ 
nified. ^ 

Such is that reptefentation which the Gofpel gives 
of divine, redeeming love. But were we to deny 
the proper Deity of Jefus Chrift, and to rejeft the 
reality of his atonement. We fhould, in reference 
both to the Father and the Son, obfcure its glory, 
weaken its force, and almoft dellroy its very being. 
On Socinian principles, many of the moft empha- 
tical terms and phrafes of infpiration, relative to our 
falvation by the Son of God, muft be underftood 
in a fenfe dire^ily contrary to their natural import 5 
or, in other words, the language of fcripture muft 
be reverfed, — For inftattife : oiir Lord fays, Qodfi 
ioved THE WQRLD, that he gave his onl\ begotten Son^ 
But Socinianifm teaches us to underlland the divine 
declaration thus : « Qod io loved tJ^e fon of Mary^ 
« that he gave him the government of the world.* 
Paul fays Ye kno^v the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he^ toas rich, yet for yoUrJaifS 
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he became p(^r. ' But, accordiag to this hypothcfi^j 
the meaning and the fa£k arc ; • Ye know the grace 

* of God to the man Jefas Chrift j who, though he 

< was by nature foor^ as any that are bom of a wo- 

< man ; tliough, in the whole of his life, he was 

< equally dependent on the Father's power and 
•« pkafure as any other peribn can poflibly be ^ and 

* though neither the labours of his miniftry, nor 

< tlie pains of his martyrdom, were equal to thofe of 
« many among his difciples ; yet, for his OKvnfake^ 

•< and as the reward of his oocdience, he became^ 

* through divine bounty, inoomparaUy rich* 

\n another £pift4e the fame apoftie fays \ Chrtjl 
JefuSy being in the form of God^ thought it not rob^ 
bcry to beefuat wtk God / but made himfelf of no re^ 
putation^ and took upon him the farm of a Jervanf^ 
and was made in the likenefi of men : and being found 
in fafbion as a man, he humbled hin^elf^ and became 
obe£ent unto death, even the death of the crcfs. Now 
this according to the principles of Socimus, may 
be paraphrafed thus : * Chrift Jefus, being a merely 

* human creature, exifted in the form of a man. 
' Cdnfcioos of this, he thought it the moft impious 

* robbery on the honours of Deity, for him to be 

* equal with God ; whether it were by bearing his 

* names, by claiming his attributes, by prefuming 
« to perform his works^or by receiving his wpr- 

* feip. Yes, being made in the form of ajfervant, 

* (becaufe as a mere creature, it was impoifible he 

* fiiouid exift in any other form) ; and feeling his 
« own emptinefs, he was contented to appear in the 
' likenefs of xsatxi. And feeing he was a mcre.man, 

* there is no reafon to wonder that he was found in 
« fafhton as a man j or that, as a righteous nerfbn^ 
« and a Cachet of truth, he was greatly ^umbled,as 

B b * many 
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many other good mcsn have |?ecJi, by. poywty , <x^ 
reproach. Nor yet, feeling hi^ifelf emirmy ftt the 
Divine difpofal, is there any reafon to ]beiurptife4 
that as a a martyr, he became obedient tQ death, 
even the death of the crofe ; becaufe he linew that 
fuch was the willof his Crcfttpjr and Sotei-e^^m 
But, as he had no bodily defeai^, tQ a|^^ hi.$ ^ma*- 
gination with melancholy ^loom % *no gi^ttt ^^nhis 
confcience, to excite dcfpondency | f)Q unhallowv 
ed attachment to family conne^iops^fo religious 
friends, or to anyfcnfibleobjeftl 90 dc^bt of ^>o- 
cial intercft in the Father's love 1 nor any feu^ 
with regard to his own final felicity ; Ac wonder 
is, that, in his laft fuffbrings, and before any bn-f 
man hand was upon Jrira, he fiiau^drbefo. fwU erf 
confternation, fo penetrated ''V^^^v.a%gi&ii]:H.*fi$ to 
fweat Wciod-y and to excl^to> JWyyiW-.f^f f«fW*»g 

hafi thou forfnkfn me J At lblj?:W0»n9ay w^ hsi 
aitoniflied ; becaufe many df hi^ difciples^, ^ea 
when in the hands t>f their bacb^rous executioner 
crs, and thoiigh tonfciia^is Di perfonal guilt, hjive 
fuftaincd the cactremeft- fuiFqriftgi wkhout pne 
complV>nt| an4 (<xnctimcs wij^i indications^of «i»? 
ttberant joy, , . • 

< Befides, jefm dying only as a martyr, b^ng 
perfe£^iy innopent of tl^e crimes laid tp his;charge, 
and fufering nothing a( all from th^ h^nd of etcr'- 
nal juftice for the fins of others y the love h^ cat, 
prefled to men like bin^blf wa$ far from being fo 
difinterefted^foiervent, or fo great»asiniiltltu<hfts 
have imagined. For he was.abfokit(^ly certain of 
riiing again from the dead within the fpace of 
three days ; and^ as the reward of his obedience 
tQ death, of being exalted to iJie tferon^ ^f i^i^iyev- 

fal 
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"^-si^d^'Mm^ mtJ'give'iim a^moBa^^h^t. tvcry ngf^i r 

^\unikt* tke^tiarii /> Mnd^hat'tvery^Uitgue. Jbould cm" 
*'^fifs^4}Ha^j4fus CiriJiisLard^ iothefhty ^Gbd the 

< PaihsK Now, as he/Mras a mere man;. as his 
«-iieatlii^ <miy«tliat:Gf a wimefs to drnQetrudi;. 
<' e»'he<tpft^>hiftHfe>[oti}jr^fcr thr0eida7S4 a^^aftbe 
« 'bad «lie mc^^'ctxiaM zmf^iA^ 

* tftxiiidedte^^itxt; iti^annoowdthreaibQ bcfuppo- 
*'itd^ tliac his live to* licB^.confideifod .a^ tieighr 
<bdtitd, oi;( his compaffionl to^inen. cofi£dcr^d as 

< p^rifhi ng" in* ignorance iuid in fuperftitidn^ , was 
« much fupettor Co that philanthropywhichprophets, 

< apoftles, atid martyrs have difcgvered. Becaufe . 

< it fe (natlif«ft ^u; bid, feif-love been the . only 
« « ]^rti>et^^-4f ^18*' cdadu©;, hae could not have pto- 
<-m6CediittS;'^<wn kliiati^age {o.efFe£tuaUy in any 
« ©thfe* v?<y »»?iWhoi tbat*loycs God and man ;' who,. 
« that pttfuiesi»4ftt>^Ktti.fitpreme honour. and faappi- 

* fiei% wvttM- tcA&fekttundiergp fimilat fufferiiigSj 

* provided he were abfolutely certain of an equal 

* reward ? Nay, did not Codrus, did not the 

* Dst:|i( volum^y devote themfdves to fleath for 

* th© )g«od.o£.'thek sefpeQive /rountrics; though- 

< .bemg wfielo^ped in Pagan cbi^knefs, the ojily jrc- . 
« wandiihey bi4^tQ expe&.wasaUttle pofthuipous 
«-feti<ftWlf?'r ..!...: ,.'..:,: 

So abhorrent are the grand principles of Socinl- 
nnifmto the latsguage and fentiznents of dmne Re- 
velatioi)'!- On thofe pxinoipksi the phrafeology of 
inCpired writers is extremely ftrange, and very ob- 
fcure : fd'dbfclwe/Aat inftead of fayhig, 6;v/j/ is 

the 
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tie mj/lery ^CODUMEM; we xnayJuiUftxcl^dtt, 
* Unacooottiably finguhr^anil. pxofoiindlj.myfte-^ 

« nous, is THE 1.ANGU4GE cfprppbftt andvf.mpofiin^ 

^ rerpc£ling. the Petibs and werk of. Jei<*s Cbrift T 
Fof though the thiagrinitaAeA v^ ^am, and^afily 
apprehended by common capacities ^ yet the ttrmr 
by which thofe things are cxprefied are fo exti^emely 
abftrufe, that the moft ardent ftody, and ihcgiisateft 
acumckiy aie^blblately iiece&ry to develope their 
meaning. Chriftiant have been, nfod lo Hxmfider 
feripture myfteries, aa niatisg to the jm^bos ^ ctr-* 
tain imporiant faGs ^ wbkk fa£lSf tekig plainly, re-* 
vealed, are beKered oa the ai^ority of divine tefti* * 
mony : but this new.tbeoiogy teaches uft to look for 
tliofe myileries in the unpatalkled modus ^^fc'i/iVa/ 
exprefflon, I faid, unparellelei. ¥otf furely^ if the 
3ocinian fyftem be true, no fet of writers, vfrbo^ 
had not loft their fenfi^s, and wb0 lintended to- 
be underftood, ever ^prefibd reomaion' ideas 
in fuch myfterious Jangnage^: dSL^Ibat which is • 
ufed by the. infpired pexsmaa - relative . to Jpfus • 
Chrift, and to the great woak of ; rtrckmption b|f * 
him*. ... I 

Fully perfuaded^ theiiefore; that the' Scciptm-es 
mean as they fpeak, let. tfaeiifinar whk>^.isjoanicious 
of nothing but mifcry.and.i^^cdtQhedbds aboiutUnnly ' 
iiee totbe allfufficicnt Medi^r i>truft in. him. as ^ 
mighty to fave ; and veracity itfelf has engaged th^t - 
he (ball not be difappointed in his expectations. As 
a divine Perfon, he.iiiuft.be able to aib agreeably to 
every chara£ber he bears j; perfe£Wy qualified tojexe-. 
cute every office hehas undertaken ^ and ^ompletety 

* Se^ Dr. Abb AD IE on the b^ity ofy'efM Cbrift KiF^ntiai To ths ' 
Cbrijh'ah Rcligi9n;V\i1!LxTA/ ^' -' '* < ' • ' • 

fitted 
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fitted to fiU up each relation in. which he ftands to 
his people.. Let us repofe the moft unreferved con-^ 
fidence in hb atonement and interceflion, ' as our; 
Prieft ; look to him for inftrudlion, as our Prophet ; 
be f iil^e£k to him> and expert protection from him, 
as 4mr King, IiCt us manifeft the mo^ fervent love 
to liim» as our Redeemer s yield him tlie mod cor- 
dial obediencci as our Lord ; and pay him the fub* 
limeft worihip^ as our God. I will add» Irt all 
thofe who deny his proper Deity, and|eje<^ his vi- 
carious (leaUi; who refttfe to honourhim as a Pivine 
Peribn, and to accept his righfeoufnefs as Media- 
tor ; be aware left, when it is too late, they feel their 
"V^ant of his atonement, and be compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that He IS OVER all, GOD blessed for 

EVER. 

Let my reader contemplate w;ith wonder and with 
joy, the infinite honour that is conferred on the hu- 
man nature, in the Pcrfon of our great Mediator. 
For it is in everlafting union with the Son of God \ 
is pow feated on a throne of light ; is the mod glo- 
rious of- all creatures, and the eternal otnamentof 
the whole creation. Yesi believer. He on whom 
you rely, in whofe hands you have intruded your 
fool, ftiil wears your nature while he ' pleads your 
caufe. That very body that hung on the crofs, and 
was laid in the grave ; thai very foul which fufiered 
the keeneft anguiih, and was tsueeSng firrowful^ 
ivm unto death ; are now>>nd ever fliall be, in clofc 
connection with the Eternal Word. Myllerlous, 
ineffable union \ big with wonder and replete with 
comfort J How encouraging il is to confider, that 
as Jcfus is cloathed with that very humanity, in 
which he fuifered afflictions and trials of every 
Bba kijid 
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ViTiA ajid of every degree ; he cannot forget Ms 
tempteid; defpifed, affliS:ed people in this mtfitant 
ftate. In himfelf he fees their image ; in his hands 
he beholds their Jtiames- He feels for them, he fuf- 
fers vntlx tliera* : he never will, he never can, over- 
look their perfons, or be unmindful erf their bcft in- 
tcrefts. 



i 

* Het. ii. rS. and ir. 15. Ifa. xlix, *£« nf* 
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CHAP. xrr. ' 



Concerning the Work of Chrijij through 'whkh Grattf 

reigns* 



MAYING takdn a view of the p frfon of Chrift, 
and of his quaUii€ations for the work of a 
tor^ arifing from his perfonal excellencies 
confidered as Immanuel % we muft now advert to 
that pcrfeft worky through which grace reigns, and 
in virtue of whioh her favours are difpenfed. 
♦ Grace reigns^ fays the oracle of heaven, thrqugh 
RiGHTEOUSUESs. Rightcoufnefs, in this ^Jice, I 
underftand as including the whole of that obedience^ 
which the Redeemer, under the character of a furc-s 
ty, performed to the perceptive part of the law j and 
all thofe bitter fufferings which he underwent, in 
conformity to its penal fan£kion. -Through this obe- 
dience grace reigns, in a way ftri£lly conformabe 
to the rights of divine juftice. By this moftpcrfcft 
work of Chrift, the tendcreft mercy is manifefted to 
•iniferable-finners, and ineet» with the truth of Je- 
hovah's righteous threatcnings -ajgainft fin. Here the 
righteoufriefs of God, as the lawgiver, appears ia 
taking vengeance oa^n i fo as'to be jprodudive of' 
fubftantial and lafting^peace to the fihner. Happy 
expedient ! Wonderful grace I— But let us a Htiie 
more particularly coitfider the nature and excellent 
"cies of this etarigelical nghteoufnefs.. 
' A&'to'VL^^ nature :\t\» % dompkto conformity to 
the ^vine law. Whaicter the prelbepts of Jeho- 
vah' 
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vah's law demaodedi the adotable Jefus performed 
in tts fuUeft extcnr. His nature being perfe£lly ho-* 
ly, the principle ofhis a£tions was abfolutely pure ; 
the end for which he did them entirely right \ and 
die matter of them, and rule of their performance, 
whhottt any defed. — ^Whatever the Uw, confidered 
as broken, threatened by M'ay of puni(hment againft 
the offender ; to that he fubmitted in all its dreadful 
feverity. For he was made Jin ; he was made a 
cyvfe. He fu£fered^-^ama2tng love L unparallded 
condefcenfion i— ^He fufiered the greateft ihame, 
the mod excruciating pain, th^ the malice of men, 
or the fubtiky of devils, could inventor infill land 
which was infinitely more, the wrath of God* The 
duration of his pai&on was indeed comparatively 
ihort \ but for this the infinite dignity of hb Ferfon 
was a full compcnfation.-— When we confider that 
it was the Son of God and Lord Of glory, 
who bled and died under every circumftance of in- 
famy and pain ; all the dreadful monuments of di« 
vine juflice infiified on the fons of rebellion in pail . 
ages, and tranfmitted to pofterity ijk the moft au- 
thentic records ; all the mifery that awaits the licen- 
tious world, and is denounced in the fcripture \ 
cannot raife our ideas of Jehovah's yindidive 
Hiflice to fb high a pitchy as a remembrance of the 
hitter, though tranCtory Aii&rhigs of the divine 
Jcfus. 

The epeceUeueies of this righteoufhefs appear from 
the charaders it bears.in holy writ» For, to fignify 
its unfpotted purity, it is called fine lUtnen^ cleam and 
white. To denote its comfrieteneis, it is called a 
rche. To hold -forth its ex^uifite beauty, richnefs, 
and glory, k is called chthing 4/ wrought gcU,. and 
"• -'ment if needte no^ri. To jpoint out its unequalled 

• excellency 
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Ocelleney,. it.it calkd the he^rdfei ItU.bcttei. 
than the Td>e of mnoceucc with whtCA bur firft 
parents were dothed before the fall ; yea better 
tha^- ibe- rigbteoufnefs o£ angpis iii glory, tor 
taeirs. is but tbe obcdic^nce of mere creatures % 6f 
ck|>tfndent beings. B&^ this-*»which is the higheft 
•epithet that language can gtve-^tbis \&ihe kichte<^ 
OUSN6S5 09 GOD* lt3 nature and properties . 
are fu<;h, that the Lord bimfetf fecms to ^iory in 
it^ frequently calling it His Irighieauftufi^^ 
. It is an ^verk/kttg righ/^oufnefs X^ It. is a robe^ 
the beaajty of which wHl never be tarniflied ; a gar* 
ment thas will never decay v and ctcohing that will 
never wear out. When millions of ages have run 
tlieir ample round, it will continue the fame that 
it' was the firft day it came into ufe ; and when 
xniUions mpre are eiapfed, there will be no iU 
teration* The continuance of its cfQcacy^, beauty, 
and glory; will be lafting as the light of the 
new Jenil'akm « unfading, as the eternal inherU 
tance. 

It is a rlghteoofneis already ptr/ormeJ. It is not 
fomething now to be wrought in us, by the opera- 
tion of the. Holy Spirk. Mo; it was comj^etej 
whenth^ dijirirne Redeemer cried^ It u fimjbedt and - 
gape up the ghqfi.-^BfXt here, mapy perfons fall into a . 
fafal. auftak6# Ready they are to imagine, that Tm^ 
npraaris accepted of God in virtue of righteoufHefd \ 
wj'OHght in tbem, and, performed by them, through 
tlie. aiiiftance of the Holy Spirit ^ whicb affiftance, 
they fuppofe, was purchafed for them by the death 
of Chrift. Butj while fuch an imagination prevails^ 

*■ Rev. xU. 8. Ifa. Izi. zo. p{a]. xlv. 13, 14. lAike xv. 22* 
a Cor. V. 21. Rom. x. 3. Jer. xxiii. 6» Ifa. iivi. 13. afld \u ■ 
5, «, S, andlTt i,'^ % Dan. ix# H* i. t • - 
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tficj ntvtrt^n •cjtpefkhde tirfert -^ ii't^'bk\m i jia^^ 
tified ftatcl' BcGdes;\vfien tire Weilkcf jefu* dieJd,' 
he did'Ddf ^ic^ foniethmg to peffA6inr%ei^,'^rii4rU'i 
libgcndeavotirs* tbfavfe otlrfcltw'} lie did''m>t*'lhy 
in a provifiofi* of gricc/ 6j^ -putt^tifc the- Spirit for 
us, by whlc^i the defefts' dFeii Ffe bleil mitttre might 
be fupplied, and we rendered eafpable of performing 
the condition of otfr JufttficatSom But;| « that aw- 
ful and eteir-jjiemof aoW peri^^ whcnr he bowed his 
head and cipWed-, He, b^ttnifelf *a!mief perfeftly 
finifhed that rlgh'neoufneft whidi ttlte projfer eon- 
dition, and the grand retjiirfitt? of ouf jt^Bkaption; 
i — ^That the Spirit of grace and truth} -jurgiv^n to 
any, is a precious fruit of the death, Tefurreftioii^ 
and glorification of Chrift, is freely acknowledged $ 
but that Jefus died to purchafe the Spirit, to work 
in us any p^tt of that xighteotifncftj oh ^(ccotiiit of 
\vhich We arc acceped of God, mbft be ^ifiied» 
For the principal vi'ofk bf the Spint, ill Al^'mctbcid ' 
of grac^, bur Lord himfelf be&txng^tvrkn^fei-is totcfti-- 
fj of him, und reveal hia glory to the finner's eoiS-- 
fciencei HeJhdliteJlff^Qftne^^ilrJhatt%hrif3 *Ht : 
for Hejhall reCeiik tjf Mincf andfiall Jhow it unU 
ydu *. Not does the Spirit oF truth aft as a fanftii * 
fifef, till, in*6rdtr of rrature,'wc ate pcrfoftl^- jaftis^' 
fifed: and When juftifiedj'hc efle^s our.fiinlftificaav 
tibn by thaft very tf litK whidhf Tftv^^ls^the dbddiert€« ^ 
of Chrift is a fiftt(h^ tvorlc:---T<JKthink' Oth^-wife, t 
Is according to'tfie J^pffhMfrfidnte/which -eeAifouttds 
juftificatibn With fan£ttftdatiom; btot is vcfy fjar 
from being the dofh-ine* of the apoftles. It. isalfo 
contrary to the fentiments of our firft Reformers, 
and of all their genuine fjiicceflbrs^both at home and 
abroad. .";... 

♦ John XV. %6, andx^. 14. i Cor. li. tu 

NoN 
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, Notjifxthftaodujg \yhat ha» hccn-f^d concemji^ 
'theixiatchlefe e^^ccUeriee of the R^vlQefn^fj'f tighte- 
pufnefsy th^ jre^r wKofcrnwiiJ ^ enlightened to t!e- 
Jxold the.defeils attendiug his. Qwa IjefJ pferfovman- 
ces, and.wJigfe cpofcienp^is ajffc.i^^d^.'vv^it}) a fenfo 
of defen^isd \yrath, may, p^ihaps^ {>e ^ady to fay- 

♦ As^^o tbeglpriouS nature ,ayd iu.pe.rlatiye cxcell 

* lep^c pf this obe^ieAdf i.-tl^^Cj is. no 4^fpp^?- ?^^i 
« is i% free for a mfxeifwi^per j J^ itjnQ^ /^^^ft ^^^ 
f - figned for fhofc ^vrKaare fopc^c w%y quaUfi^il ror it* 
f by a fct of holy griaciplcsj j^nd ^.(eiriefjPf'pious ^.c- 
.« tion^ } tliofe who arcdiftinguijlied frqm the altot 
^ gfsther >irorthkfs andyile i is there any goCibliity 
^ for a tniferable finner, a condemned criminal 5 one 
« whoie tran%reffion$ S^ro.gxeat^ar^ whoft prrup- 
< tionj are ftroog, to partake of i.t| and be m>de*hap7 
f py by;it i and .4 thf re bc^ vhkh is the. way* ?'--t 
' To Aefcmpmeatous encjuiries fhe oracles of Go4 
furmfli-afubiltaniiaJ J^nfwer. .E<V they inform us 
jthat there is aixothtr excellency att^^ciing it, whicl^ 
has a fpecjal regard to the manner -of its communi- 
cation ; and therefore ought by no rneans to be over- 
looke4- Yes, ble£ed \^ God ! the unerring word 
warranty mp to affert that this righjeoufnefs is abfo- 
lately free, |t was >yrought for the finner j it was 
d^gnedforthe finner j and is freely beftowed oa 
the vileft of fiiioers. It is not matter of bargain, or 
fhe fubje£i of (ale 5 it is not propofed on certain con* 
^itions i as, tijc performing fome arduous courfe of 
duties, or the attaining fon>c notable qualifications | 
{jut it i^ a free gift^ Grac^, a^. a fovereign, is exalt- 
ed to confer it ^ and grace, we. know, deals only 
with the unjyorthy. As a gift it is imparted ; as a 
gift therefore it mud be received ; and as for an ab- 

loltttely frpegift tfie poUeflbr pf it ftiou^l be tliank- 
......... ^^^ 
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ful. — Bpm ^efc conCdcrations wc may with confi- 
dcnee^mrm, chat the mere finner^ the coademned 
creature'; he who feels htmfeif in a pcrilhkig con- 
dition» and is coofcioua that h^ deferves no favour ; 
has tiie (Iroi^ft encouragement given him to xc\j 
on ttt as c]ui9fulGcientforhisju(ltfication|and ab^ 
folutcly free for his ufe. Yes, difconfolate finner, 
you have* no reafon tphefijate, whether you have a 
rt^lAo conceive it, and to call it your owti. Believ- 
ing tne teftimony which Qod has given of his Son^ 
vp^ receive it, and enjoy the comfort arffing from it, 
lieaven proclaims your wellcpmc to Chrift, and eter- 
nal falthfulaefs infurcs acceptance to all that believe 
in him. 

By a figure of fpecchtbat is frequeht in fcripture^ 
thjs riphteoufnefs is reprefentcd zi/peaking. Doubt- 
lefs, then, fo noble a righteoufnefs muft have a 
charming language j and a little attention will difcor 
ver its import. The language of this righteoulheft 
is reprefented by Paul, as dlreclly contrary to tha^ 
defcription which Mofes, gives of the righteotefnefs of 
the law : and thi|S It addreflcs the anxious enquirer. 
Say fiot in thy hearty Whojfjall afcend into heaven ? 
that hytoirlng Chrt/l dowfi Jrcrn ftbove ; as though 
he had not appeared in our nature, to perform a 
righteoufnefs for the juftification of fmricfs. Nor 
does it bid thee enquire, If^ho Jha/i defcend into the 
deep ? that hy to bring up Chrtft again fr^m the dead; 
as if he had not perfe£ily paid thp debt for which, 
as a furcty, he became refponfible ; and received in 
his refutre6^ion, from thehand of his Father, an ac- 
quittance in full for himfelf and his people. But 
nvbat faith H^ what then is its language ? The ^*ord 
of grace which reveals this righteoufnefs // nighthee^ 
finfu! and wrctdlicd as thou art. Even fo near, as 

to 
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to be /// thy mouth to proclaim its'excclknce,«j//rf in 
thy heart to erjjoy its comfott; that is the ivord^ the 
doiSlrine qf faith 'which *we pneach. It further fays, 
*Thitt ifthou'jijak covfefs with thy mouth the Lerd Je^ 
fusy as dying an accurfed death for the redemption 
of finners ; and Jh alt believe in thine heart that God 
hath riufed him from the deady as a divine teflimony 
il>j4t the* atonement made was accepted by eteispal 
)uftic« ; tbwjbalt be faved from final mifery, dnd 
ex^ltejd to the joys oi lieaven*. 

Tb€ language of this divine rightcoufnefs is here 
defcrj^ed both negatively and pofitivelV . Negatively : 
We are not commanded to do fome arduous 
^«rork, in order to obtain acceptance ; nor are we re- 
quired to do any thing at all for that purpofe. Be- 
caufe it is evident that believing in Chtiji^ which is 
hfere menrioned, is, in the: bufinefs of juftification, 
op^ofed to works and. doings -of dvcry kind J. The 
faith here defignedi is therefore to l>c confidercd as 
the receiving of Chrift" and his rightcoufnefs \ or, as 
^- dependefice on him alone for falvation. Believing 
th/e gracious report, we receive the atonement ; we 
enjoy comfort ; and have the earneft of eternal 
glory, 

. But as the aWafcenfed i5nner is ever difpofed to 
iauagine that he muft do fome great thing, in order 
to obtain the pardon of fui and'pdace for his confci- 
ence ; thei?efore the language of this rightcoufnefs is 
alfo defcribed^^/rz/^/)?* Thus conGdered, it plainly 
declares, that the only obedience by vtliich there is 
favour with God and a title to happinefs, is already 
performed; and, that the. anxious enquirer is not 
kf^ in a ftate of uncer4:aimy how it.may be enjoyed ; 
fop-'it is br|Ought acar in the word. of grace, wifh a 

* Rom. V. ^, <>,,7, 8,'9i ' % Rom. iv,.5i'rtf.' Oal. iii. 12, iS. 
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free welcome to rely on it and ufe it as his own, to 
the evcrlafting honour of its divine Author. 

By comparing what the apoftle fays about the 
r'tgkteoufnefs of fatth^ with what Mofes declares con- 
cerning Hicrighieoufnefs of the latOj we learn \ That 
whoever thinks of doing any good work, as the con- 
dition of life, is ignorant of that obedience which 
th« gofpei reveals ; is under the law, as a covenant ^ 
is ii debtor to perform the whole ; and, as a breaker 
of it, is obnoxious to its awful curfe. This is his 
cafe even when, with the Pharifce in the parable, 
he thanks God for aflifting him to perform thg fup^ 
pofed condition, whether great or fmall. For the 
righteoufnefs of the law, and the righteoufnefs of 
faith, are here dircftly oppofed. This is evident 
from the fcope of the place in general ; and efpeci-« 
ally from the adverfative butj with which what is 
faid about the righteoufnefs of faith is introduced. 

This vicarious obedience is no lefs ufeful to the 
(inner, than perfedl in itfelf. By this work of 
our heavenly fubftitutc, that holy law which we have 
broken is highly honoured \ and that awful juflice 
which we have offended is completely fatisfied« By 
this righteoufnefs the believer is acquitted from evc-s 
ry charge, is perfeflcly juftified, and {hall be eternal-- 
ly faved. In this confummate work, Jehovah de- 
clares himfelf well pleafed, and in it all the glories 
of the Godhead fliine.-r-Yes, the obedience of our 
adorable Sponfor is perfeS:,a>(iivine rcftitude coald 
^ require ; and excellent, as eternal wifdom itfelf 
could devife. Admirable righteoufnefs I Who that is 
taught of God, wopld not, with Paul, delire to he 
found in it ? and who, that is confciou^ of an intereft 
in it, can ceafe to admire and adore the grace that 
provided, and tlic Saviour that wrought it i 

Is 
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Is the obedience of the Lord Redeemer fo glori- 
ous in its nature, fo excellent in its properties, fo 
free in the manner of its communication to the 
ungodly, and fo extenfively ufeful to all that poiTcfs 
it ? What encouragement then has the mifcrable 
. linrier to look to it ! How fafely may he confide in 
it, as all-fufficient to juftify his ungodly foul I For, 
be the demands of divine law and infinite juftice 
ever fo great> or numerous, or dreadful ; the work 
of Chrift completely anfwers them all. There is 
greater efficacy in the grace of God, and in the 
^work of his incarnate Son, to juftify and fave from 
deferved perdition } than there can be demerit in 
the offences of a finner, to incur condemnation and 
TUin. 

Nor <:an it fecm ftrange that the work of Chrift 
Ihould be thus efficacious^ For God the Son per- 
formed it, in the capacity of a fubftitute. God the 
Father dedares his delight in it, and treats as his 
ehiidren all thofe that are vefted with it. And it is 
the principal bufinefs of God the Holy Spirit, as <i 
guide and domforter, to teftify of it. So that every 
other righteoufnefs, in comparifon with it, is quite 
Hifigmficant : iffet in competition with it, is viler 
than drofs, and worfe than nothing. In this righte- 
0ufnefs Chriftians of all ages have gloried, both liv- 
ing and dying, as the only ground of their hope. In 
this moft perfe£l obedience believers v^fpw exalted 
and the faints in heaven triumph. rW tthe work 
of Chrift finiihed on a crofs is the burden of their 
fongs.--But who can point out all its beauties ? 
Who call (how forth half its praife ? After all that 
has been written or faid about it« by prophets or 
apoftlcs, here on earth ; after all mat has been fung 
or can be conceived, by faints or angels in the world 

c 
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of glory ; confidered tmder its divine charafler^ 
THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF JEHOVAH, it cicecds 
all poflible praife. The inliabitants of the heavenly 
world muft be confcious, that their loftieft ftrains, 
though exprcfled with feraphic ardour, fall vaftly 
Ihort of difplaying all its excellence. So that. 



• When Gtbricl founds thcfe glorkms things^ 
' He tunes »nd fummons all lus firings.* 
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CHAP. XIIL 



Concerning the Confummation of the glorious Reign 
of Grace* 



A S divine Grace Is glorious in itfelf^ and in(i« 
y ^ nitely fuperior to all that is denominated free 
Sivour among men ; as the way in which it reigns 
is abfolutely without a parellel} and fuch as will ren- 
der it for ever dear to ail the difciples of Chrift ; fo 
the end of its benign government is equally glorious. : 
for it is eternal life. Reviving, ravifhing thought ! 
Th'is, in fubordination to his own glory, is the great 
defign of God in every gracious difpenfation toward 
his people. The emphatical praife is ufed in fcrip- - 
ture to fignify, An everiafting Jiate of complete hoii- 
nefs and conjummate happinefs^ in the prefence and 
frtdltion of God, in all his Perfons and perfeBions. To 
this blifeful ftate, Grace as a fovercign, infallibly 
brings her fubje£^s, through ^ Fcrfon and w^rk 
of ImmanueL 

To affift our feeble and contracted minds in form* 
ingfome faint ideas of celeilialblefiednefsi and to in«' 
form us by whom it (hall be enjoyed \ it Is com- 
pared by facred writers to the moft delightful and 
glorious things that come under our notice in the 
prefent world. For inftance : To denote its fuper* 
abounding delights, k is called paradife^ in allufioa 
to the garden of Eden : for at God's right hand are 
pleafures for ever w^rr.— To fignify its grandeur, 
magnificence and glory, it is called a ero^n and a 
Cc a hingdom 
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kingdom. As a crown, it is unfading and incorrup- 
tible. To intimate that none fliall enjoy it, except 
in virtue of the RedeeemcrV obedience, it is deno- 
minated a crown of righteoujnefs. It is alfo called a 
cr<nun of life and a crown of glory As a kingdom, 
it was prepared for believers hifore the foundation of 
the world, and is the kip^om of their Father ; who 
beftows it upon them here, in right to poflefs ; 
hereafter, in perfeft enjoyment. To afcertain its 
perp^tuity,it is called' an ^v^rA7^/«^ kingdom: and 
tjiofe that enjoy it^« drc called kings, -are faid Xoft 
upan'thronesy and tb reign in /i/i'.—*-To inform us who 
ihall poflTcfs It, and on what ground, it is called an 
inheritance. Plainly denoting, that none but the 
children of God Ihall enjoy it : for a fervant,confi- 
deredas fuch, cannot inherit. We muft therefore 
be the fons of the Hrgheft, by adoption and regene- 
ration, before we can juftly^ hope to enjoy the hea- 
venly patrimorty. - For ^however diligent the fons o£ 
God may be in keeping his commands, and in 
performing his will 5 they, ftall not pofTefs it un- 
der the notion of a reward of duty, or as wages for 
work; but*Vinder the idea of a teftamentaiy gift. 
Yes i it i J a gift l>y way oj legacy, and is bequeathed 
to them in the everlafting teftament oi our Lord 
Jefus Chrifb. ' According-to thofe words ; I appoint, 
by teflcmifnt^ unto you akin^om^* The kingdom is 
moll glonous, the inlieritltlt'^ moft free to the chil- 
dren of God> and abfolufefy unalienable^ 

Nor are the heirs of this boundlefs bfifs without 
fome joyful fqretaftes of itin 'this life. I Faiih being, 
iS'the apOftle defilies 'Vt^thefuhjlance of things. hoped 

: .*-Lultc xxii. 4p. Thiig the.cclf-btated WiT^tUi* re der§ and 

"flt^rpfjetf the 4)ag;ag€. p^<j'(/«, L. iii. U s'.*^ *6. To. tiie fail e 
^''^d, BwA and Cast alio tr'andate the words'.' -^ " 

- ' . fir. 
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fir, and the evidence tf things n€it feen ; they antici- 
pate, in fome degree, the joys of the upper world. 
In the prefent Itate, they receive the earned of 
their future inheritance, and rejoice in hope of the 
full fruition. Nay, atfonie bright intervals, they 
rejmte nuith joy unJpeakabUy and full of giory. For 
he that beReveth hath everlaH'tnghfe^ in the prom ife, 
and in the earneft of it. Having fiedfir refnge U 
lay hold on the hope fet hefare tlsem'-t thofe t'vuo tmmu^ 
table things y the promife and the oath of God^ in 
cither of which- // h impoffible for him to lye ; afford 
Ihenti flrong confolation refpefting their final pre- 
fetvation and eternal happinefs. Living by faith 
on the dying,' the afcended Redeemer, as their 
furetyand facrifice, their righteoufnefs and advo- 
cate J and viewing the (lability of the promife, 
the covenant, the oath of 'Jehovah ; they have 
the greateft affurance that, token Chrift who is their 
hfe Jhall appear y they "sXiofhall appear ivitb him in 
ghry. 

The future happinefs of believers may be confi- 
dered, either as it is enjoyed by the feparate fpirit^ 
before the refurreftion and the laft judgment 5 or 
by Xkvtfoul and hody united^ after that awful period is 
come, and thofe grand events had taken place. — 
That the feparate fpirits of the faints are pofleffed of 
thought and confgioufnefs, and that they enjoy inef- 
fable hlifs in communion with Jefus their exalted 
Head 5 are truths jnanifcftly contained in the uner- 
ring word. Soon as that myfterious union, which 
fublifts between foul tind body in the prefent ftate, 
is diffdvcd by death ; the foul, being made perfe^l- 
ly free ftom the being of {\ny immediately enters in- 
Ifb-glery; Deat^i, to the faints, far ffcpm. being a. penal 
evil, is numbered ameng. tlicinprivileges, and makes 
V >.1> - one 
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0ne arttclein their comprehenfive iatentory of divine j 
blcflings*. Death is the gate by which they enter 1 
thofe heavenly manfions prepared for them ; in the ' 
pofleflion of which they enjoy delights that could 
not be experienced in this mortal ftate. The 
knowledge of that fublime bleilednefs> and of an in- 
tcreft in it, made Paul defire to depart and to be witi 
Chrtftf which if far better s infinitely preferable to all 
that can be enjoyed in thb world. 

The fame incomparable man andinfalliable teach* 
er fays \ WhUJt we are at home in the body^iue areah^ 
fentfrom the Lord : at the fame time declaringi that 
it was far more eligible to him and hb pious cotem- 
poraries, to be abfent from the b^dyandprefent with 
the Lord. Now if the apoftle's words have any 
fenfcy and if their meaning be at all ituelligiblei we 
cannot fuppofehimto have imaginedj that his im* 
mortal foal, when feparated from the body, would 
lie in a fleepy, unconfcious, * inatKve (late, till the 
found of the archangel's trumpet Ihould awaken it ; 
which notion is by feme warmly efpoufed. For 
in fuch a ftate of abfolute infenfibility he could not, 
with any propriety, be faid to be with Chrijly or to 
enjoy the prefence of God. Before the diflblution 
of his body, he rejoiced in the light of Jehovah's 
countenance, and had much coipmunion with his 
God ; was indulged with bright manlfeftations of 
divJQe favour, and exulted in the certain profpeft of 
a blifsful immortality : all which, according to the 
ileeping fcheme, he inftantly loft by death. Under 
the deprivation^of which he mult continue for a 
long feries of years ; even till the voice of the 
Omnipotent, and the alarming crafh of a falling 
worlds jfhall rally his diilipated, and awaken hi^ 
* ,1 Cor. Ut. xa, \ : ' 

drewff 
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AroHj^fy p^wcrsCiftlfo a£l: ; 'tnid fo' bring him \r^ 
to a fecond enjoyment of himfelf, and of his God. 
How unconlfoftafele fuch arifdca to the real chriili- 
jin ! . ' . 

That the departing fpirits of' the children of God 
enter immediately into happinefs, might be proved 
from a great variety of divine teftimonies. Among 
'Which there are few more appodte, than that which 
contains the rectiarkable and gracious anfwer of Je- 
fus to the cotiveltcd thief, when they were both on 
the verge of the unfeen world. Verily Ifay unto tlne^ 
To-day fhalt thou he nvith me in paradife* — Thefc 
Words include a particular anfwer to the recjucft of 
the expiring peni'tent, who prayed that Chtift would 
retnetnher him, A^ if our Lord " had faid i * I will 
not ofvly remember >thce, as^bfent ; for- verily, thou 
< ihalt be with me ifi the everlafting maftfions,to bc- 
'v.hold my glory >' - As'thedymg petitioner defired 
Ills rcqueft might ♦ be- granted*, when the fcleednig 
Jefus (hould enter into his kingdom 5 the fufFering 
Saviour certified him, not only of the place .where 
he was to reign, which he calls paradife ; but alfo 
of the time when he was to enter on the pofTeflion 
of his kingdom,, fignified by, to-day. Nor is it un* 
'Worthy of notice, that when this promife was made 
the day was half elapfed ; for it ivas about ihefixih 
hour. Yet Chrift promifed Wm the joys of paradift 
before that very day concluded ; kn9*flng that, in 
%he interim, they {hould both make their exit. As 
the gracious promrfe to this thief waft very extra- 
ordinary ; and as the perfori to whom it was made 
was in fuch circumftances, and bore fuch an 
infamous chara^er ; Jefus confirmed it with 
the afleveration, verily. Astf he had faid ; * I, the 
<• Amen^.who am truth itfelf> folemnly declare that 

.. what 
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vAm I have promifed QxtIX certaWy be folfiUed this 
day/ 

The difiereht pun^uatlon and fenfe of the text# 
that arc given by thofe who adopt the fleeping 
fchcme, appear farfetched, ftrainedi and jejune. — 
They contend^ that the words ought thus to b« 
pointed ; I fay unto thee to day^ ihoujhalt be with mw 
in paradife. As if our Lord had not the leaft in* 
tention to fix the time, when the converted male* 
faftor fliould behold his glory ; but only declared^ 
by the expreflion to-day ^tho, certainty of what he 
promifed.— To which forced, unnatural, and infi-* 
pid interpretation of the paflage, it may be juftly 
obje£led \ That as the thief could not be ignorant 
of the time when the gracious promife was made ; 
fo he had no occafion to have that particular dif- 
tinguiihed and confirmed in fo folemn a manner. — ^ 
Nor is it the expreflion to^y^ but the word vertlj$ 
which indicates the truth of what was affirmed, and 
the certainty of enjoying the promifed bleffitig* 
Vox as to-day in our Lord's anfwer^ denotes a pre- 
cifely limited time ; fo it evidently correfponds to 
the adverb wbtn^ in the thief's petition. 

This hypothecs appears^ not only uncomfortabk 
fo the real chriilian^ and antifcriptiiral to the impar- 
tial examiner of the facred records, but alfo unphi- 
lofophical. For as the foul is.a thinking being, if, 
when the animal frame is difToIved, it were to be 
entirely deprived of thought and confcioufncfe i it 
mud, for aught appears to the contrary^ lofe its tMf 
iflence. But if io, inftead of a refurredion at the 
lad day, there mud be a new creation ^ which is 
contrary to the analogy of faith, and to the hope of 
faints in every age. A mind without thought and 
coufcioufnefs, and matter without folidity and cx- 
-», being equally abfurd ideas. The 
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The fcparate fpirits of faints, therefore, being 
Jodged xrt eternal manfions, and abiding at ,thp 
foiiTce of all feh'city, enjoy inconceivable pleafures. 
They are completely reieafed from all troubles of 
everv kind 5 frbn^ aU fins and fufFering^s ; from all 
temptations and forrows. Moral cvU^ with all its 
attendants, is eternally banifhed from thofe bright 
abodes : for the people that dwell there arc all per- 
fcftly righteous ; nor fhall any of the inhabitants of 
that land fay, / an^fich, 'JTieir garments are ^1? 
ways white ; their harps are always tuned. — Being 
with Chrift, according to his promife, they behold 
his glory, and are defighted with his beauty. The 
infinite excellencies of Jefus, the incarnate Teho- 
vAH, are illuftrioufly difplayed in that exajted ftate. 
Thofe divine and mediatorial perfeftions, of ^hich, 
while here below, we can form but very low con-y 
ceptions ; beam forth on the holy and happy fpi- 
rits iri a blaze of glory. — ^With adoring gratitude 
and pleafing aftonifhment they refleft ; < This is 

* HE that once raifcd a feeble cry in the ftable at 
« Bethlehem ! This is he that fpent his life in one 

* continued feries of beneficent aftions, when fur-? 

* rounded with meannefs and poverty, with rcr 

* proaches and forrows ! This is HJi — but, O how 

* changed I-rrwho made his exif on Calvary, under 

* every mark of infamy, under the fevereft fenfati- 

* pns bf pain, both in body and foul 5 and all this 

* to aceomplifii our falvation !' — To view him eye 
to eye, who was once a man of foripv^s and fuf- 
ferings to the higheft degree ; to behc^ him who is 
their hufband and head, after all the abafement and 
mifery to which he fubmitted on their account, thus 
exalted and glorified, mud fill their fouls ^ith 
ccftjitic blifSj ' " . 

Nor 
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Nor are they mere fpeftators of his glptloas ex* 
altation. ^They not only behold their beloved, and 
have intercourfe with hira, as loy^l fubjeGs with.aa 
exalted fovereign j but he entertain$ and rejoices 
over them ^s his friends and brethren, as his bride 
and portion." This we may learn from the friendly 
freedom he ufed with his difciples while, here pu 
earth, Fortliough, as their fovereign X.ord, he re- 
quired fupreme refpeft, and accepted profouadado- 
ration ; yet he did not keep them at an awful dif* 
tance, but converfed with them in the moft familiar 
manner. Doubtlefe, then,. he does not behave with 
Icfs freedom, or keep them at a greater diftance,be- 
Ciiufe of his exalted ilate \ but rather takes them into 
a Hate of exaltation with himfelf. For though he is 
exalted above all blefilng.and praife, yet not as a 
private perfon, nor mtttiy for his own fake \ but as 
the head of his numerqys family, and as; the faviour 
of all his people. The advancement of him, the 
head, could not be intended to remove the members 
to a greater diftance ; for there is the fame relation, 
and the fame union, fubfifling between him and 
them.Confeqently,they mult be honoured and exalt- 
ed with him. Beholding his infinite glory,their ador- 
ing regards are heightened ; but this is far from 
diminilhing their nearnefs to him, or their delight 
in him. It only ferves to increafe their aftonifti- 
nientand joy, as they find him ftill condefcending 
to admit them into fuch a familiarity with him, and 
fo liberally communicating his glory to them. 

When in this lewer world, they difcerned the fig* 
natures of Deity in the works of creation, and of 
providence. They beheld yet brighter difplays of 
Jehovah's glory ui tlie operations of grace, and in 
the amazing efie<5ts of his love ; in the gift of a Sa- 
viour, 
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vhuVf and in his death on the crofs. But now,hav« 
ing their inteliedlu^ powers abundantly ftrengthen'* 
ed» they have manifeftations of bis infinite excel* 
lence^ compared with which, all their previous dif« 
coverics of divine perfeftion, by the material crea- 
tion ; and all the happinefs they enjoyed in the 
church militant, were poor suid mean, were low 
and languid beycmd exprdlion. For they are fur- 
rounded with the opulence of God, and eter JEially 
enriched with his munificence.. 

If Paul, ravilbed with the more obfcufc appear- 
ances of divine wifdom, could not forbear exclaim* 
ing ; O tie difpth of the riches ibaih of the wifdom and 
kno*mkdge of God ! what holy transports of wonder 
muft it afford thefpirits ofthejufi made perfeif, to 
have the counfelsofheaven laid open to tl^irview? 
The contemplation of divine power, under the con- 
A\xGt of infinite wifdom, and leagued with boundlefs 
goodnefs, mud heighten their pleafure. How de« 
lightf ul to behoki, in the light of glory, that power 
which raifed the vaft frame of nature, and from the 
beginning fuftained all things-— That power, whicl^ 
turned the mighty wheels of providence in every age 
of the world, through all the revolutions of time«^ 
That uncontrollable power, which reftrained legi- 
ons of malignant fpirits and accurfed fiends, in ten 
thoufand differeht inftances, from perpetrating their 
malicious defigns, and from filling the world with 
«iifchief; which wrought upon the obdurate 
hearts of rebellious creatures^ caufed them to ac- 
knowledge divine fovereignty, and made them wil- 
ling to accept falvation in the appointed way — 
' That power, which, having formed their fouls anew, 
prcferved them in the midft of innumerable dan- 
gers that continually lay in their way to the regions 
Dd . of 



30Z 7 he Confianniation 

6i happinefs ; nor ever intermitted its guar^an 
agency, till it brought them fafe to glory ! 

If the power of God, as beheld by the faints in 
light, be fo delightful a fubje£k of contemplation ; 
what exuberant joy muft the views of his love af- 
ford ? For as love is the nobleil pai&on of the,hu« 
man breaft, fo it is the brighteft beam of Divinity 
that ever irradiated the wide creation. Love is a 
pleafmg theme, and the meaning of that divine Xoi- 
tence, God ts Love, is there unfolded to the very 
life. The happy fpirits are no longer obliged to 
learn Jehovah's love from his names and works j for 
they now behold it as effential to his Being, The 
day they had long expe£led, that happy day^which 
is appropriated to the full difcovery of divide" love, 
having dawned upon themj they take their fJl of 
loves. Now the immortal fpirit is invigorated in all 
its powers, enlarged in all its faculties, on purpofe 
to render it capable of taking in more copious vicwSj 
and of receiving abundantly larger emanations of 
divine love, than it could poffibly before enjoy. 
They have now traced up the ilreams to the eternal 
fouhtain ; the beams, to the very fun qi love. The 
bofom of their Father, where the thoughts of k)ve 
were lodged from everl?ifting, arid where its noble 
defigns were formed, is laid open ^o their view. 
Now they clearly fee why the Son of God became 
incarnate, undertook the redemption of man, and, 
in order to accomplifli the arduous work, obeyed, 
and fuffered, and' died the moft painful and infa* 
xnous death — Died, a facrifice, an atonement for 
fm ; a fpeftacle to the world, to angels, and to 
men. The wonderful foul penetrates the vail de- ■ 
iign, and fees, with warmeft gratitude, why itfelf 
>eas rxot made an everlafting monument or divine 

juftice i 
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jdfticc ; whv Its native enmity againft God was 
completely (ubdued, and why its enormous crimes 
vrcre pardoned. All which is refolved into the 
free, diftinguifhing love of God. The adoring foul 
behrolds, with ecftafies of delight, how well the ad- 
mirable cffeas- correfpond to their grand, original 
caufe. Certainly, nothing fliort of heaven itfelf, 
"whieh gives the experience, can give an adequate 
idea of fuch exalted blifs. 

'Hdt WrM their views of<Uvine juftice ; no not in 
its awful efeds confidered as vindidlive, and mani- 
fefted in the damnation of innumerable myriads of 
apoftate angds and (inful men ; in the leafl allay 
their joys, or -daiiip their pleafures. For, however 
ififidels may now objed againft an eternal pimifh- 
ment being infilled for tranfient crimes ; and ar- 
raign the Book of God itfelf, which afTerts that fo 
it 'fiiall fee 4 to them it appears, in the cleareft light, 
that fin is an infinite evil, and therefore juftly dc- 
defen'ing of perpelfual mifery. Their holy wills, 
being perfectly conformed to the pleafure of God, 
fully acquicfce in the fentencc pronoutjced upon of- 
fenders, and rejoice in the execution of it on all the 
daring fons of rebellion, whether angels or men. — 
They now nyore fully difcover, how holinefs in the 
Lawgiver, tne demands of his law, and the rights 
of his juftitfe, were all difplayed and perfjeftly fatis- 
ficd, in the redemption of tliujir fouls by the blood 
of the crofs. The remembrance and views of 
which area fcene of wonders, and an inexhauftible 
fource of joy. 

Divine holinefs they cdhtemplate with fupreme 
delight* God is glorious in bolineff. This perfec- 
tion of the Godhead has frequently been celebrated 

in 
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in lofty ftrains of devotion, by faints on earth*.- 
Now, if thofe who dwell in houfes of clay ; whofc 
Tiews, at the bed, are fo feeble and partial^ have 
been fo afFe£lcd by meditating on it ; what thoughts 
niuft they have who behold it in all its glory ? With 
adoring hearts and ravifhed eyes, with inflamed de- 
votion and notes divinely fwcet, they join the 4iea- 
vcnly choir in that feraphic hymn j Holy I holy I 
holy ! is the Lord of hofts! Heaven and earth an 
full of his glory I How inconceivable the plea- 
fure I how divine the joy ! And may I not venture 
to ,addy the views of this glorious holinefs niuft have 
fuch a transforming efficacy on the happy fpirits, 
as to produce in them a perpetually advancing con- 
formity to God in holinefs and in glory ? 

If the face of Mofes flione with peculiar bright- 
nefs,!after he had been admitted to familiar converfc 
with Jehovah on the mount ; how much greater 
mud that effulgence be, which God communicates 
to thofe who conihntly behold him without any 
interpofing veil i The tranfcendent amiablenefs of 
Jehovah greatly confiding in his immaculate holinefs . 
(for holinefs is nothing but intelie£tual beauty) and 
he prefenting himfelf to beatified faints as the Infi- 
nite Beauty; they muft perpetually reft in hii]n 
as the proper obje£k of their love, and ^s the centre 
of their delight. Nor can they ceafe .to ad- 
mire the equity of that command, which requires 
the moft perfedb love to God, on account of 
his own infinite lovelincfs and all-furpaiBng excel- 
lence. 

Being favoured with a more perfe£l knowledge of 
God, iand more intimate communion with him j 
their love to him is proportionally heightened. That 
* JExod. XV. It. I Sam. ii. 2. PBM, xxx. 4, aad xcvVu 18. 

grace 
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jttsce which reigned in their whole falwtion, being, 
oifcerned by them in a ftronger light ; inflames them 
with the moft ardent love 10 its adorable Author, 
and to Jefus by whom it reigned. All the amiabk 
and ia(initeperfe6lions of Deity, fliining upon them 
in the light of glory, their holv bofoms cannot but 
glow with theutmoft fervour. They cannot but make 
returns of love, and in fuch a manner, as are fuited 
to their happy and exalted ftate. — ^'Fheir fupreme 
fove to God, caufes them to contemplate his divine 
ferfedJions and aftonilhing operations with ever-new 
delight ; by which they are more and more aflimilat- 
cd to his divine image. Hence that fublime delight, 
which, in the facred page, is called the joyoftheif 

LsOrd, 

Abfolutely free from that pride and felfiflmefs 
which tarnim our beft fervices while here, and quite 
rornote froni all thofe imperfedlions which atten- 
ded them ill a malignant ftate ; fongs of fincereft 
gratitude and hymns of holy wonder, the profoun- 
deft acknowledgments of multiplied obligations to 
reigning grace and the loftie ft drains of thankfgiv- 
ing to God and the Lamb, are their uninterrupted 
andJweet employ. Ever free to declare, that the 
only caufvj of their enjoying the beatific vifion, and 
being feated on thrones of glory 5 is that grace 
Vhich, as a mightyi magnificent, and bountiful- fo- 
vereign, reigned throu j;h the perfon and work of 
Immanuel. Hence It is that grace^ as it appears, 
;ind fhincs, and triumphs, in Tefcuiiig them out of 
the hands of Satan— in preferving them through all 
Idangers — in fupporting them under the f(»vereft tri- 
als — in bringing them fafe to glory, and in crown* 
ing them v/ith unutterable blifs — is the gtand and 
unvaried burden of their foiigs. To th^ God of 
'^ ....... . Xi^% ALt 
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ALL GRACE, die triunc God, they addrcfs all poffiWe 
praife with divine delight. 

Peculiarly great and gloriousis thatfublimc bleflcd- 
nefs which is pofTefled by the feparate fpirits of faints 
in heaven : it, neverthelefs, comes far fhort of that | 
happinefs which (hall be enjoyed in their loholeper* 
fomy and which belongs to the confummation of that 
celeftial ftatc. For the oracles of God frequently 
intimate, that the blifs of the faints will not be abfo- 
lutely complete, till the general judgement is paft, 
and the end of the world is come*. We may there- 
fore take notice of fome things, by which their blef- 
fednefs will then be enhanfed. 

Their bodies being raifed in glory, and reunited 
to their immortal fpirits, will not only be a demon- 
flration of divine power, and a difplay of divine 
goodnefs, very wonderful in their eyes \ but alfo'an 
addition to their blelTednefs. For, fo long as any 
of the children of God continue in this perplexing, 
miferable world ; and fo long as the bodies of faints 
departed are confined in the grave ; the happy fpirits 
in glory cannot be ignorant, that the power which 
fin obtained over man is not yet entirely aboliflied ; 
and, confequently, that fomething mull be, want- 
ing to the confummation of their joy. But by i 
the rcfurrc£lion death itfelf, which is the laft "enemy, | 
{hall be-deftroyed ; never more to have the lead i 
power, but over the enemies of God, and of his peo- I 

That the dead fliall be raifed, is a fundamental J 
article of the chriftian creed. That the fame bodies j 
flull be raifed, ^I'hich fell bv death, the juflice .of 
God and the comfort of IjeVievers apparently re- 
quire ; is^ clear from the fcrrptures, and is. implied 

. * Cor. iii* 4. a Tim. if la. «nd iv. 8. i Pet. v. 4. 
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in the word refurreBlon. But though, as to their 
ftibftance> they (hall be the fame ; fo far at lead, 
as' to fupport the identity of them 5 yet as to their 
qualities, the alteration will be fo great, that we can- 
not form fuitable ideas * concerning them* — ^That 
furprifing change which (hall pafs upon tliem, 
is abfolutely neceflary to fit them for the exalted (late 
into which they (hall be introduced, when reanimat- 
ed by their immortal fpirits. Hence thofe words 5 
Fiefh and blood cannot inherit the ^Ifigdcnt of God. The 
prefent conflitution of our bodies renders them in- 
(Japabie of bearing the fplcndour of the heavenly 
world ; and, confequently of partaking in the joys 
of that (late. The glory of it would be infupporta- 
bly bright ; too dazHng for them to fuftian. Like 
herbs and flowers of the mod delicate kind, expofed 
to the fcorching glare of the meridian fun, they 
would faint under it. But when that which was 
fo^n in corruption (hall be raifed in ittcorfupticn * 
when that which wzsfown in dijljonour and weak-^ 
ncfSf (liall be raifed in glory and poiver ; when this 
corruptible fball put on incdrrupiiOUy and this mortal 
fhall put on immortality — in a word, when that 
which VfTiS fo^vn a natural body (hall be ratfed a 
fpiritual body ; it will then be capable of partak- 
ing in the employment and .blifs of heaven. When 
the bodies of believers (hall be raifed by almigh- 
ty power, and fa(hioncd by infinite wifdom, like 
to the glorious body of Chrift* ; they will be fit 
companions for their fouls to all eternity* Then 
flfall the righteous fhine forth as the fun^ both in 
body and foul, in the kingdom of their Father \^ 
. — ^Th^n (half the body, which partook in the for- 
tows ind fulFcrings of this prefent world; which 
^. , _ ♦PWilip. iii 41. ' • *t Matt. xlii. 43. 

' * • fufTcre' 
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iuffcred various hardfiiips and afis of violence^ 
from the cnemiej of Chrift i and which alTittcd 
Uic intclLe£bual powers in performing religious 
duties, be a partaker of the joys of that trium* 
phant (late. Yes, the earthly tabernacle, being the 
purchafe of redeeming blood, and the temple of the 
Holy Ghoft, ev^n wlun furrounded with imperfec- 
tions ; ill all then b^ bright as the fun, vrgorious 
with celellial youth, and undecaying as the power 
that fliall fapport it. We may therefore conclude, 
that the bovlies of the faints beinj raifed from the 
duft of death, will contribute much to augment 
their blils.— But who can form adequate ideas of the 
nature and excellence of zfpir'Uual body f Who can 
declare the pov/er and grace that fliall be excer- 
cifed and manifefted toward the children of men, 
in railing their fleeping duft, and in forming their 
bodies afrcfli for an eterfial world, after fo digni- 
fied an examplar as the glorious body of Chrift ? 
H-re we muft leave them, till we behold the glori- 
fied body of our exalted Redeemer, or experience 
the happy transformation. For the beloved difci- 
pie himfelf delares. It doth mt yet appear v: hat wtf 
Jba 7 be : but we knoiu that when hejhall appear we 
Jballbe like him ^ for we Jh all fee him as he is *, To 
which I may add, in allufion to the words of the 
.pfalmift 5 we fliall certainly be Jatisfied with the 
amazing alteration, when we awake from the fleep 
of death, in the hhemjs^l our adorable Saviour %, 

Another thing which will add to the bleffednefs 

of faints ^t that day, is their public acquittal by Je- 

/us the judge, when ftanding before his tribunal.— 

Sehold he Cometh 'utith chuds ami every eyf Jhall fee 

• hitn i Infinitely grand and awfully amiable He no^f 

♦ X John m.%. I Pfal. xvii. x^. 

appear* 
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appears. Innumerable angela- attend his approach,^ 
and pour around his chariot. The brightnefs of ten 
thoufand funs is loft in the blaze of his glory, and -. 
« and in the luftre of his coutenance« Behold ! a great 
white throne i^ ereflcd* 5 clear as light, and fiery 
as flame» The judge, inflexibly juft and immenfe- 
ly glorious, afcends the tribunal j and before his 
prefence the heavens and tie earth fice away, Thofe 
innumerable millions of rational creatures tl»at peo- 
ple the univerfc^ are now aflembled. The books 
are opened. Myriads of adoring feraphs, and 
coumlefs multitudes of anxious fpedliators, await the 
grand refult. The wicked, with trembling hands 
and throbbing hearts i with horror in their afpeft 
and damnation in view, would be glad to lofe their 
being ; but the righteous are bold and intrepid : for 
the Judge is their friend, and their faviour- The 
righteoufnefs in which they appear, was performed 
by Him. The plea which rfiey make, He cannot 
rejeO;. For it is the blood which He (hed to atone 
for their fins, and the promife He made to comfort 
their fouls, under the cxpeftation of this important 
event. They there ftand, not to have any frefli 
indi£^ment brought againft them ; nor to have 
any thing laid to their charge, by Satan, or the law, 
crjuftice^ but to be honourably acquitted in the 
prefence of angels, and of the whole affcmbled 
world. The fentence of juftification, long before 
pronounced in the court of heaven, and in the 
court of confcience, at the time of their conver- 
fion ; is nowrecognizcd in themoft folemn and pub- 
lic manner. The works of faith and labours of love 
performed by them, in the time of their pilgrimage 
here below, toward their needy fellow-chriftians j 
♦ Rev, Kx. II. 

are 
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arc now produced by the omnifcicnt judge, as fruif f 
and evidences of their union with him, of theif 
faith in him, and of their love to him*. The na«» 

* Matt, XXV. 34 — 40. It is very obfervable how diflferent th* 
condudl of faints \viU be, Ht this awful and glorious time, from 
that of nominal profeHbrs, as peprefented by our Lord in Matt, 
vii. 22k Here we find the Judge taking notice of his people^s 
ifrorks, when they make no mention of them. Not only fo, but 
when he is pleafed to mention their labours of love, with high 
approbation, they feem to have forgotten them. A plain proof 
they did not expe^ falvation by them, nor ever thought of any 
fuch' thing. No ; Chrift was their righteoufnefs, and that was 
fufHcient» The works they performed were deiigned to glorify 
him, and to exprefs their gratitude to God for his benefits, fut, 
fo confcioos were they of the imperfe^ions cleaving to their per-* 
formances, that they were afhamed to mention them. Whereas^ 
when our Lord rcprcfcnti the reafon of hope in felfrighteous 
perfons, he tells us that they will fay, with great importunity ; 
Lord .' Lord ! have *u'e not prophefied in tby name .' and in thy 
name have caji ant deitiis .^ and in tby riame done many *ufonier» 
fiU 'works ? But he will anfwer, 1 never knew you : Depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity. They plead their own works, 
religious duties, and great ufelulnefs, as a fufficient reafon why 
they fhonld be admitted into the kingdom of glory. Not that 
they pretend to have done thefe things by their own' ftrength, or 
natural abilities. No ; they acknowledge that all was done in 
the navie of Chrijl ; by his authority, and his affiftance. For 
which reafon, we may fuppofe« they would be the more confident 
of acceptance with him. Hence, we kavedone this, tndwebave 
done eke ether^ is their cry and their piea« They thought of 
comjag to heaven by their own works. They did them for that 
end, and were loth to be difappointed. But what is the iifue ^ 
Why, truly, thefe mighty workers and very ufeful perfons, are 
branded as the workers of iniquity ; not acknowledged as the 
pt'ople of God. They are thriift down into hcU, with all their 
tine recommendations and imaginary goodne&; and notwithfland« 
ing all their pleas and promifing hopes founded upon them. — 
While Xhtpoor in^irity thofe who are fenfiblc of their ownun- 
worthicefs ; who live by a righteoufnefs imputed, making that 
the only ground of their hope ; and who, from love to the truth, 
and to Chrift as revealed by it, perform good works with « 
\itv9 to the glory of God, not in the leaft ex^dUag admiffion 
into the eternal kingdom for the fake of their pious perform- 
an^cs— -thefe, who fay not a word about any thing which they 

tare 
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tiire and quality of their works ; the principle from 
which they proceed, and the end for which they 
were done, togetherVith thq chars^dler of thQf(? that 
were benefited by them; will aflbrd fufficient evi- 
dence to whom the perforrxiera of them beliMjg, 
Thefe expreflions of love and fruits of holii^cfs be^ 
ing remembered by Chrift, though forgotten by the 
faints, be will avow them for his. own ; he will 
number tlicm among his jewels ; he will confefs 
jhem before his Father and all the holy angels.--* 
yhen fliall their chara£kers which, in the time of 
their fojo^rning here below, were afperfed with 
^vcry foul reproach, be fully vindicated to their 
^yerlafting hoppur^ ^nd to the eternal confufi<>n of 
^ their adyeri^^ie^,^ For, wilh a fmilc of divine 

tave done, «re accepted by the Judge of all, intp evcrlaftinff 
honour and joy. — ^Let the legaiift be cautioned by this, not to 
truft m his ovha duties, though of the moft fplendid kind : 
and let all who love the truth be encouraged to abound in every 
inftance of duty to God ; efpecially, in that of communicating 
to the indigent members of Chrift. For the Judge will fay to 
them on hu right hand ; lnafinu€h as ye have done it unto 
fne of tbt leqfi of my brethren^ ye have done it unto tne. Matt. 
XXV. 40. What condefcenfion is hci;e 1 Chrift is not aihamed 
to own the meaneft of his people under the charadler of^re* 
thren* 

There is reafon to fear that many profcflbrs, .whofe fituation in 
life is a little* more elevated than that of their neighbours, are 
almoft above looking at the^oor brethren of Chrift ; and would 
be extremely offended, if one of thofe indi|;ent difciples were to 
addrefs any of theca under the chara<5ber pt a brother. But who 
art thou, reptile of the earth \ that thou Ihouldft be afhamed 
of them whom Jefus^ the Lord of glory and judge of the world, 
will acknowledge as ais brethren ? What, fliall a little fliining 
dmft, or worldly honpur, fo elate thy ignore mind and fwell thy 
contradled heart, that the poor members of Jefus Chrift ftiall have 
no place in thy affections I Beware left, ajter all thy profeffion, 
thou fliottldft go down tp hell with a lie in thy righthand ; and 
all thy eipedlation^ of eternal happinefs 4^/fve no better than 
^ the bafelcfs fabrick of a vifion i* 

complacency 
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complacency the judge will fay ; Cmff ye UeJeJof 
my Fatter, inherit the kingdom prepared for y^ufratn 
the foundation of the world. Reviving words ! 
Having long delired to be near the Lord, they are 
invited to come, and to be with him for ever. Now 
the painful fears which they once had are eternally 
removed ; for they are pronounced bleffed of the jRf- 
ther% by a voice which the whole afTembled world 
(Iiall hear. They who are all popr in fpirit, and 
the generality of the poor in temporals ; how a* 
greeably then mud they be furprifed to hear, that 
they are called to poiTefs a kingdom \ called to in* 
herit it, as princes of the blood royal, who are bom 
to thrones and crowns ? Loft, diey will be, in pleaf- 
ing aftoniihment, to find that, before they had 3 
being, or the foundations of the world were laid, 
the eternal God had prepared this Vingdom for 
them ; and every refle&ion upon the way in which 
they came to po^fs it, muft heighten their amaze-* 
ment and joy. Then {hall they be admitted, in 
their whole perfons, into the fulnefs of blifs ; into 
a nearer and more perfe6k fruition of God, than 
they ever before enjoyed. 

Their bleflednefs thus heightened fliall be eternaU 
It is eternity ftanlped on their enjoyments that gives 
them their infinite worth. For. could they who arc 
Xo high in blifs be apprehenfive of an end of their 
happinefs, however remote ; * that ghaftly thought 
< would drink up all their joy.' But their inheri- 
tance is unalieinable, their crown unfading, and 
their kingdom everlafting. Jehovah himfelf is 
their lights and the Moft High their glory. Yes, 
the infinite God is their portion, and their excced- 
"ing great reward.'^ Their felicity therefore is per- 
* Iia. U. x^. Gen. jtv. i. 

manent 
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mancnt a« the dinne pcrfefUons they a4pre and 
epjoy ; ari^mskde cma^a to tiieir own coniprehcn- 
fwc minds- beyond the poflihiUty oif a doubt, Tliis 
makes ti^eir^iiate fuptenvely glorious* This confti- 
totes it hpivcn indeed^-^Nay, what if the limits of 
their cstpacities fliould be for ercr enlarging, and 
for ever receiving greater -mcafures of glory ? For 
tl^e Deity is an in^nite fouirce c^ bl^flednefs ; and- 
^i^ vefl9ls;flpLay be fbrvrer expanding, axid fop 
ever filling, in that ocean of AU-^uS^c^ncy • What 
an amazing ftate of eyer«growin§ pleaXure ! and 
what anaitohi^j^g .fc^^ef blifsTl' Jehovah ihall 
open inexhauftiblc ftores of bleflings, as ,yet un* 
Jcnown to angels, and feaft their fouls with joys 
that are ever new..».Nothii>g eoual tp; this can be 
conc^iv«dbr; fi^prtal^-^ notJtiii^luperipr^eanr be en- 
joyed by m^e creatuTCs-j Yet this-^hf a? it, O yc • 
nations ! ,aadliften,ye,,ii)e$from{af%rr|l v^hile the 
nullioxis^.o£ beati^pd.fainta d^i^ljl qji^^-^uf^ndous 
truth J^-*U)is is the ^mpf thefv^^n^us- Reign of 
Grape* , G^a^e. • reigned in .-^e ;ete(rx)^fl epunfels, 
when, cqp^viag'^.the w^y tqott^^rglprious end. 
Grace /eigiif;diin.proYi4iHgj%:'?^?l«^^i[a??d -in be- 

c««H>l^flwppft4 i.6we;?^gn^tQ.^b^^oiiipkte ex- 
ecntfpji , ^ ^e;;iq]p|l^5hfij i#^i^gide%«?,. , from 
firft,,tq,lai>:.^.^#prelj^,^iitfif^ig?i}BB;rg?(a^e(hoiiid 
hiawe-tji^ ^fl>^€d.|ion^rf»of .;^U tb^4iV5ffing« en-' 
joyed- by jbeiic,Yfr&.9fi .earth,;. or. by rfaints in light. 
Yesy.ahd ijt fhaU h^yc tbe.gloryy.jinf all ttie dl^wrches 
oiQl^\^'\fdQWy;l^nd'}n alj-jtherltfiumphant hofts a- 
bove. ^^of«yfbfii>.4^jl^^ft%);jp.^.i}ip fpivitual tt;mplc 
fhal^-be.Jaidjf' ip^.:W}i^ih!tjfiuit^^fi^ I 

CRACE^ UNTO IT I 
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In thcfc TcfpcAs the Wcflcdncfs of faints, in thHr*' 
entire pcrfons, after the inefttncdipn and the gene- 
ral judgment, will exceed that of their fepatatc 
fpirits : and in how many other particulars the pro-^ 
ceedings of that day \vill add to their happtnefs, I 
neither affirm nor prefume to enquire. It is quite 
fufficient for us to know, while in the prefent ftate, 
that we arc heirs of this bleflednefs, and that it is 
inconceivably great. We fhould reft contented 
with what is revealed concerning it, wthout indulg- 
ing a curious imagination, in fearching after thofe 
particulars of which the Spirit of wifdom has gi^^ 
ven us no intimations, or thofe that arc very ^ 
fcurc \ for fuch enquiries are furc to be attended 
with vanity, rather than edification. 

Nor will the angeik hofts be tmafibded fpcfta-? 
tors, when that grandeft of air divine works, re? 
DEMPTiON, ftiail be completcfd. - For as they had 
often be6n charged with offices of great importance 
to the church of God, and to its particular mem- 
bers, while in this lower world \ fothcy had feen 
with aftohiflimi^nt the incarnation of their Sovereign, 
his feeble appearance in the nrianger, his life of po-* 
verty, of reproaches, and- of fiiferirigs. ' Tliey (aw 
his agony in the gtirden, an^ heard his cries and 
complaints. They faw him esetended on Ae crofs, 
and beheld him faid in the gr^ve, Hiey were wlt- 
nefles of his viftotious teftirreQSon, and they attend- 
ed his' triumphant afcenfion into the realms of glory. 
They beheld, and often refie&ed on fhefe thit^s, 
with amzaemerit. TTiey diligendy looked into tfiefc 
works of divinfe contrivanc^b, thefemyfterici of in- 
^inite'love* h wondering what would be* the grand 

, * r Pet. i. 13. Epli, 3. xo, 

refult. 
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r«fult^ They bad long defired* tl»e evolution ,o£ 
tbCt myfterious plan, and now tbcy- haye it. . ^ / 

* i^oyr they 9xt ftmek with deep amaze, 

* Each with his wing conceals' his face ; ' 

* l^ow clap thsir foanding plaoaes, and cry 

* ^ncxlom*oftkeJ>EiT'x.* . , 

If thofe firftboim fona of light and .love could not 
. {orhctrfiputi^ffrjoff when thpy beheld the ma- 
terial world rile into exiftence, and faw its iinifhed 
^Ttt^'i bow much ]greaterTeafoa will they have to 
rejoice^, when they behold all the redeemed world 
: brought fafe to glory and confirmed in blifs ? Thofe 
morning {lars, thofe children of ardour and (bns of 

God mull exult with joy, when they view thefpot- 
lets perfection and raviOiing beauty of the whole 
.churchi.confidered z$ the bride» the wife of the 
' Ijamb:^. Nor can stny thii^ ihort of tranfport felze 
. their breads when they reflet, that all this immacu- 
'■ late, ii^nocence and matchlefs beauty arofe from 

reigxung grace, through the*perfon and work of 

their incarnate Sovereign ; her own original being 
J bafe and miierable. 

. . And now^ reader, what arc your thoughts of 
' this bleflednefs i Very probably you are one of 
: thofe that hope to go to heavea when they die. If 
^ f3, what is youT hope ? Is it a mere wifli, or a well- 
,|^oui^ed e^peilation ? Remember, that the word 

of God requires you, as a cfarifttan profeObr, to be 
; rAK^> to give an aafwer to etferf man that ajketh pu 

a rt(^on ^ the hope that it In you. Have you ever 
..^riouily enquiredj whv jm hope fio be happy, when 
. /a vtijWfi. millions will be etern^Jy miferable -, when 
^%'\% <^rtain f^m thefcripture, that there are com* 

- " „.. J Job vucRiii,> il^h* V. .17, Ret. i«L 9. 

paratlvel 
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•paratiTcIy ^tpf few thit find tfie way to fife?-- 
You half e, per nap», ncrcrtfteugfrt imieh about tJidfc 
interefting fubjeds. But why, then, do yoo call 

{ourfelf a chriftian ? Why *hopc' to go* to heaven ? 
W if thU be your cdnditiony you are ih the gaU 
of bittirnefsf and in ibe bond 9f inifmtf» You are 
— may^God enlighten your mind to fee it ! may 
reigning grace deKver yoti from it !— yoo are at 
prefcntj a child of wir^ aAd aiiJicit ot deftruc- 
tion. ,..».-..» 

But why hope fbr heshren? when yott h»c tio 
delight in God ; rio pJcifur^ in his ways ; ho loye 
to his people ; in a word, ybSefShdi of no. hoKncfir : 
and, without hoHneft, mtelkftual happiiiefs is itn- 
poflible. Heaven,- were yot tfiere, would be no 
heavcnto you;* nof, <8 afn Ui^regeneJrate'flnner, can 
you- dcfire it' for Ae falte* of itilehjdy mental 'Fdr 
they are contraiyto-'AcpJIrv^ning-ifiidin^te'^^ 

* your will; "You do not love! heavefr, but '»are aftaJd 
of hell. The inhiibitants ^bf ■ fhe •'ceieffial ; world 
would be no compaJiian^ for You./'^ThEir?^mfirrtTs 
•would be .a toil, and their !aiig;uiage ufikfiftwh-j thdr 

* fweeteft hofannas would afford you no pfeafure, -attd ' 
' the fympHony-of their golden- harps would *b^ dif- 

cord tn your ear^*^-!^^vtlie fruit i<ih of God, tfcttr 
higheft }oy; woolcl Bef'ye?iir'Aeat6ft 'UneafiflfdfsVii'efe 
you to be admittieH^-ii^to Aofc *tiian&onlB of jratity^fa 
•an unregenefate^afe: '-'FoV'^Ap/meft ' cbAirfk^" ii 
the enjoyhieTitttf*3!i\)bjdta^tbdt 4b ^fhptetely'fuiN 
ab!e ahd'fatisfyrnVfo»o4r tfrikes.*- A h6\f G0i 
therefore cannot b^,(rtft-*4iajj^iri^fs^ ^khbut partak- 
ing of hi$-lrolinefe:'<;''Attteb«fcisk??itee¥^ y<>u 
leave the wtWJa ii^ift ulirah1aificd•ft1fte,*^^s^■frttrt:An- 
^orbt fit foi?fteavertvfd*'you-Wdft nW'tJriter thofe 
'es of biHsii^l puiity; of'tzhn th^if fubBme 
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pkoiftif^i but yoiMriftiitf wlU: beetcriiaUy fixed, 
wtore tbiere aife!, vxe^pmg% wulUng^ nnH gnajbing of 

' Are you. a ftxidos perfohi aqd.aj{bri£k {nrofeiforf 
Be it fo i yet' it behoves^ you ; to canfldcr what « 
the. foundation of your hopq. For there is a ^iff 
fiat/efmeiA right fmt9ff,iruni i iui the tnd thereof a^ie 
the 'wap \i;f ikub\ : .Aichaiii^ai^yi be .^se^ious. fbir 
Ood) .sUid in many; td^c^ir^toixipiary in :his coni- 
verfatioji ; yct» after! alU. {»orifti ,foto • jcverj. What 
then i^ thi^.reafoi} of To^f* hdpft.?*''Is .iti^at grace 
why:b reigoa. : thmugh . th^.'|»ef(bii. and wo^ of 
Chrift ? Cat) you fay with thefptknitivc.chriftians^ 
/if^if believe that,. through the Gr^ce&fwrLord Jefus 
Chrifif iifejbatl.be fatied? :AjPC ^ou jcome to a 
point ^bput that moft iateroiling^and ^l^nvn affair^ 
the falvation of your inimorti»l':£aul i laryour.hope 
of,g}ory lively and -bright, tothmgutd) aod.obfciire i 
Is it fu th. as J8. attended! » with r€pw>i»^>^w pwifiea 
the h^rt, and cond«(SM:.?^Has Si) Chrift -tandhi? fi- 
niihed work, together wirh tjie promife of Hun 
that eannot lie, for it* everlafting fup|X)i:t ?— O, 
profeifor! i^ekfor«ert»inty:'aod;faJtisfaaion.: they 
are to. be. had inthe kitqwiedgfi.^frCbrifti atidia 
ihc belief oChis truth. If ypul IpvQ your foul, rirfk 
not ill unoertai^ity about aii aiTair of infinite confe- 
quenqe/ Y ou aiie. buiUin^ fof eternity : be cautiout 
therefore with what maleriak you buiid, and upon 
what ' foundation. A miftake. iu the ground of youi^ 
truft will ruiiik your fouU Read your BiUe, medi« 
tate, and pray that tl^e Spirit of truth ftisiy .dire A 
yn^u ill the momentous concern. • I . c 

Are yta » child of God and an h<rip of the king4 

* Proy. xvt. 15. (Rom. ix. \u 31. apf x. a, j. | RojUi, 
V. t. I i»er.* iv 3. 5. i John ir?. 3/ - ^ ' " ' ^ '* 

• . Ee a dom ? 
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doni' ? eiulearour^ 6y a confcientipus attoiidaace on 
all the public m^ans of grace, and by xfiamtaming 
communion u4th your heavenly Father in every pri- 
vate duty, to m&kea fwift^ptogrsfs 4n vital religion, 
and in real holinefs ; remembering, that holtnefs is 
the health, the beauty, and the gtory of yonr immor- 
tal mind. Seek aftec \x> therefore as a divine privi- 
Jcge, and as an heavenly WeiEng.T^Watch and pray 
againft the infurre^Hons of indwelling fin, the folid- 
tations of wordiy >pleafore,<and the aflanlts of Satan's 
temptations. Watch,' cfpecially, agJiinft fpirttual 
pride and C£(mal{ecu|ity. As to the former ; rejoice 
not in your knowledge, or gifts, or inherent excel- 
lencies : no, nor yet in your chriftian experiences. 
Be thankful for them, but put them not in the 
place of.Chrift, or the word of his grace ; fa as to 
make them the ground of your prefent confidence, 
t)r the fource of your future, comfort. For lb to do, 
is. riot tfo; rely ion the pnamife of God> and to Jive 
-by faith in Jeftii Chrift' ; *«but to admire your own 
AccompliflimentiS, ty which you differ from other 
^en, and to Kvc'upori your own frames. The con- 
fequenceof wkieh^nofl commonly is, either phari- 
i^aical. pride, "imagimng'Ourfdves to be better, than 
Dthe^fS ;- or defpondirtg fears, as ifj when our fi*^mc$ 
ai^flat4nd our fpirits languid, there were nofelta- 
tion: for u«. : The peace ai?d? comfort of fuch profef*. 
tors muft life urtcertafn to thclaft degree. ^But as a 
guiky, periiliing finner ; as having no recommen- 
<iation, nor any eneourngemenr, t» bdicve'in Jefiisi 
liT to look' for falvation by faim^ but what is dontained 
in the word of grace ; depend Upon him, live by. 
himv The more yoii behold the giory of , God in 
the face of Jefus Chrid, the mor^ will you fee of 
^^ur own vileriefs. The ^r^ore you grow 19 rejl ho- 
. . • > , iincfs*. 
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. linefsythe mpie fisnfible you will be of the power 

^o£ your own corruptions, and of die imperfections 

* attending, ail your duties. You will be more/ and 

.^more convinced^ that if the gofpcl did not warrant ' 

.ypur dependence on Chrift, under tlie charadler of 

a ftnner 5 you could have no hope^ even- after ever 

fo long and zealous a prpfeiHon of religion. You 

ihould live . under 4 a xonttnual jr^membf^nce, that 

you arp .{lill An unworthy^ .a .gniUvt ^ damnable 

creature ; but accepted «< Chrift > and freed from 

.every ,curfe,. That will, keep you truly humble, 

aiid pr^ovoke to felfabhorre;}ce.: this will make you 

rcaliy happy, and excite to praife and duty. 

Watch againft caisnal fecuritjf and fpihtual ilotb* 
Forget not that you have many enemies. Befober^ 
thcrtfore, be yigilajit. Time is Qiort . and abfiolutely 
uncertain. Hulband well your prfccioiia moments. 
I^y them out for God»^ Be careful that the fruits 
of gratitude to your infinite Benefa£lor may adorn 
your whole behaviour. Make the boltnefs and ufe- 
fulnefd of the life of Jefus your fair example : copy 
after that brlghteft of patter ns.-^Remembcf, that 
,the eyes of God, of angek^ o£accurfed ^irits, and 
of men, are all upon ypu. Both frieodiik and ene- 
mies infpe£): yourcpnduft and maykyqitr.fteps* How 
neceffairy then.is watchfulnefs and iircumfpeflion ! 
.Left, falUjg into fin, yo^r fpiritujil jpysbe impaired, 
your. fricn<U a^. allies be grieved, and y9ur advcrfa- 
riestriun^h. -^Having received* the eariieft of your 
future inheritance \ havingliadfome joyful ioretaftes 
of that immenfe bllfs, of which you, Ochriftian, are 
an h^ir ; make it your conftant bafi^ieis, as it is your 
iiidifpeqfible di^ty, to Jive 4bo?e the world, whether 
your te;mporal circiimftances be aiHuent or penuri- 
ous, profperous or ^dverji?. , X^t you^.converfaiir 
':; .. . ' 1 
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be in heaven, a$ becomes a citizen of the new Jem* 
falcm. It 19 your duty and bleffing to live in the 
.profpedi of the world to come, and as on the con* 
tines of it* Converfe much with the Eternal Mind, 
in prayer, and praife, and holy meditation ; fo (hall 
you contrad a ble&d intimacy with that fublime 
Being whofe favour is better than -Itfe, whofe frown 
is worfe than deftru£kioff« By fttch an intercourfe 
with God, you will tafte moris c^xquifite delights 
than all the pleafures iA (ttt caii;boa(l'$ than all the 
riches of the world ^an^beilow. Yes, believer, by 
fuch converfe with God, you (hall find your«mercies 
{au£liiicd,*and youraffiidtions alleviated ; your holy 
.difpofitioas invig6ri|ted, and your corrupt affe&ions 
weakened.** Bd it your conftant endeavour diat, 
whenever youi^ fair , your glorious, your heavenly 
Bridegroom 4hsi\\ come^ he may find you ready ; 
having yoUT'UoibS'girti your lamp btirmng, and 
/waiting for his glorious adveni. So (hall your foul 
be peacefixl,'^our4iie ufeful, andyour death trium* 
pliant: .* - 

While we foar oil the wings of faith and holy 
mcditatiop, Jnovder to explore the wonders of reign- 
ing grace ^ WhtU M^e endeJavdur to found its depths 
and to im^irfur^'ia?^ heights^ wi^^are elevated, as it 
were, t^Uhe-ftkburbs ©f* heaved. We tafte of joys 
divinely fw^dtj and iavour the ontertainments of an- 
gels, .But,\a*a» ! how* feon the pinions of divine 
contempliuion flag !> How foon are we interrupted 
by the workings, of indwellteg fin, or by the imper- 
tinencies cf . *- noify,*' bufy, tranfient world! Yet, 
for purcomfirty^we 'have i& remember, that when 
m few rtuJne of ^Ur fleeting' days' ire elapfed, we 
^all ente* orf'a ftate" .nnchartgeable, to* enjoy 

ofe infinite d^ligbts which are included in the 

beatific 
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beatific Tifion \ in the fruition of the eternal JE» 
HOVAH. 

To conclude : from this imperfeft and brief fur- 
vcy of The Reign of Grace ; from this feeble attempt 
to illuftrate its {>ower and majefty, we may learn ; 
That the free favour of God, manifeftcd in our 
falvation, is a theme fo copious and fo fublime, that 
all which can be faid by the moil evangelical and 
eloquent preachers ; all that can be written by the 
moft accurate and defcriptive pens ; all that caif 
be conceived by the moft excurfive and. fan£lified 
imagination among the fons of men, muft come 
infinitely (hort of a fulldifplay. Yes, after all that 
is imagined or can be fung, by angels or men, by 
feraphs or faints^ in the church below or in the 
choirs above \ the charming fubjeft will remain un- 
exhaufted to eternity. For the riches of Chrift are 
unfearchable, and the grace of God is unbounded* 
Who, then ? 

t Who fhall fulfil the boundlefs fong ? 

* What vain pretender dares ? 

' The theme furmounts an angel's tongue, 

• And Gabricrs harp dcfpairs.* WATTS* 
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